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Introduction 
 

 

 

 

Thank you for showing an interest in Christ Church Orpington by reading this parish profile.  We hope 

that you will be encouraged by what God is doing here.  We also hope within this Parish Profile that we 

have reflected the many good things going on.  However, the challenges are ever present and we are 

far from perfect.  We particularly hope that this profile affirms for one special reader that God is calling 

you to lead us.  A lot of prayer has already been offered for this person and we can assure you that this 

will continue. 

 

There are examples of many activities and ministries within this profile.  These are not the full list and 

we are blessed with a wide range of means by which we serve the community, share fellowship and 

encouragement, pray for many needs, disciple, worship and reach out with God’s message.   For each, 

there is existing leadership in place.   We are a fellowship which has enjoyed and grown through 

empowerment of ministries and the encouragement of individuals to use their talents and gifting.  A 

significant feature of this is that we have many people willing and able to serve and to lead in many 

ways.  The new vicar will benefit from lots of support and encouragement, with a willing number happy 

to share the burdens. 

 

We finalised this profile through an awayday of a combined PCC and Leadership group.  We spent the 

time considering what we were thankful for, especially over the past five years.  We also considered 

where God may be leading us over the next five years, be this in areas of outreach, serving our 

community, discipleship, worship, prayer, fellowship or anything else.  We were willing to listen, to 

respond and we are ambitious.  This is reflected in our approach to our imminent vacancy.  We want 

this to be a time of growth, numerically and spiritually. 

 

We will be awaiting our new vicar with a warm and enthusiastic welcome though!  We do hope that this 

profile gives a flavour of what we are all about.  We hope that God is calling you to play a leading part 

in it and may the Lord bless you as you consider this. 

 

 

    Dave and Pieter, Church Wardens 
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Community and Parish 
 

 

 

 

Orpington is situated on the south-east side of London.  It is in the London Borough of Bromley, a large 

borough with many different demographic areas.  Orpington is at the south east of the Borough, close 

to the Kent countryside and the M25.  Christ Church is situated in an area which grew in the 1930s with 

the advent of the railways. 

 

The density of population in the area is average and there are areas of wide-open space.  The High 

Street is Orpington’s most dominant physical landmark and resembles ‘Any Town UK’.  Facilities are 

adequate with many major shops represented, although some street stores are now located in a 

shopping complex about a mile north of the High Street.  The High Street is dominated by a large 

supermarket and a vast number of restaurants and coffee shops.  There is a college alongside the 

High Street.  Recreation facilities in Orpington include a large sports centre with swimming pool, 

several gyms and a bowling alley.  Priory Gardens is the town’s largest park and hosts a number of 

community events throughout the year.  London is only 25 minutes away by train and there is good 

access to the motorway network from the nearby M25.  There is an excellent local bus service. 

 

The nature of the area can be gained from a look at the following estimates provided by the Diocese 

for the parish, based on the 2011 Census: 

 

Age 0-19 years old 20-44 years old 45-59 years old Over 60 years old 

 22% 26% 22% 30% 

 

This gives the Parish significantly more people aged over 60 and significantly less aged between 20 

and 44 than the national average. 

 

Type of family Married, 

registered same-

sex civil 

partnership or 

co-habiting 

Single (never 

married or been 

in registered 

same sex civil 

partnership) 

Single (widowed, 

separated, 

divorced) 

 60% 25% 15% 

 

So, the Parish has less single people who have never been married (or registered in a same sex civil 

partnership) and more that are married or co-habiting than the national average. 
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Ethnic groups White Black Asian Mixed Other 

 92% 2% 3% 2% 1%  

 

The Parish is significantly whiter in ethnic origin than the country generally, and certainly much less 

ethnically diverse than parishes further into London or even other parts of Bromley.  

 

The Diocese also estimates: 

 The percentage of children under 16 in the parish who are living in poverty is 8%, 

 The proportion of the working age population in receipt of a key out-of-work benefit is 5%, 

 Lone parent households as a percentage of all households with children is 13%, 

 97% of the parish have English as their main language and 91% were born in the UK, 

 30% of households have dependent children. 

 

A map of the Parish is below.  Christ Church is marked and the Vicarage is next door at 165 

Charterhouse Road.  The brown line shows the approximate parish boundary. 
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About 6,500 people live in the nearly 2,600 homes in the Parish.  About 85% of the housing is owner 

occupied (including shared ownership), the remainder being a mixture of Housing Association and ex-

Council houses. It is estimated that 9% of the households live in social rented accommodation.  The 

Parish is all residential apart from a row of 9 shops, a car retail showroom and a petrol station at the 

top of Charterhouse Road.  There is a café but no pub.   

 

There are two schools in the Parish: The Highway Primary School and St Olave’s Grammar School (a 

Church of England super-selective boys school).  There are many other primary and secondary 

schools in Orpington.  As well as Christ Church there is a Methodist Church in the Parish.   

 

   

 “We only recently joined Christ Church after 10 years actively 
involved at another church. The biggest motivation was to find 
a place where our young son would feel happy to be part of 
the children’s work and where there are activities available for 
his childhood and teenage years. The ‘Welcome’ booklet we 
were given when we first visited, the experience of our first few 
Sundays and the friendliness of everyone involved has meant 
we have stayed and even chosen to go on the rota to assist in 
the crèche. We especially value the recognition of the Holy 
Spirit in Christ Church through worship, prayer and the sermons.” 

 
Newcomers to Christ Church 
 



6                     Christ Church Orpington Parish Profile 

 

  

 

 

 

The Church Family 
 

 

 

 

Christ Church began in 1938 when a new housing area in the south of Orpington, known unofficially 

then as Goddington, was the site of a new Evangelical Church.  At that time there were some 4,000 

people and 900 houses in the area.  It started with a church hall in Charterhouse Road, used for 

worship and Sunday schools, until the church building was completed and consecrated in August 1940.  

Since then, there have been five incumbents during Christ Church’s 80-year history. 

 

During the past three years the electoral roll has stood at about 230 people, with about a 50:50 split 

between those living in the Parish and those living outside the Parish. In 2017 there were 232 people 

on the Electoral Roll.  In addition, there are 95 young people and children attending our church 

activities.  With three other churches inside or just outside the Parish, we realise that we need to 

engage more effectively with the local community. 

 

The proportion of male & female worshippers has remained consistent for many years at just over one 

third male and just under two thirds female.   The average weekly attendance figures for 2017 were 

147 adults and 36 children/young people. 

 

We are a worshipping and caring community of people from a mixture of backgrounds, occupations 

and ages.  Our church family has many members who have been attending and serving faithfully at 

Christ Church for over 15 years.  Over recent years we have started to see more people from other 

ethnic backgrounds attend the church and start serving in a variety of ministries.  We are aware that 

we have a lack of people aged 18-30 in the congregation and this is an age group we would like to 

attract in the future.  

 

Attendance figures over recent years have remained fairly stable despite an increase in the number of 

those associating themselves with Christ Church.  This seems to be the result of some members of the 

congregation (particularly those with children) choosing to attend church less often in order to 

accommodate other activities.  

 

Children’s and youth work are well supported at Christ Church.  A number of young families have 

joined in recent years because the children’s & young people’s work has been attractive to them.  

There is also a wider circle of families whose children attend the annual Holiday Club and other special 

events, or the weekday toddler group.  

 

As a CPAS patronage parish our tradition is evangelical.  A long-standing member of 

the Evangelical Alliance, having joined in October 1992, we believe in their ‘Basis of 

Faith’ statements.  We would probably describe ourselves as ‘open evangelical’.  We 

place a high value on biblical teaching, worship and mission, believe that the Bible 

speaks to each of us and that the Holy Spirit is active in the world today. 
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Leadership and Support Teams 

 

 

 

 

The Ministry Team      

The vacancy is for a full-time incumbent as Vicar of the parish of Christ Church Orpington.  There are 

currently eight employed members of staff (the first seven are line managed by the vicar): 

 

 Youth and Community Minister (full-time) 

 Children’s Minister (part-time) 

 Parish Administrator (part-time) 

 Café Manager (part-time) 

 Caretaker (part-time) 

 Hall Bookings Administrator (part-time) 

 Children’s Ministry Administrator (part-time) 

 Cleaner (part-time) (managed by caretaker) 

 

 

 
   

Andrena Palmer 

Youth & Community 

Minister 

Jo Gavin 

Children’s Minister 

Andy Goddard 

Parish Administrator 

Colin Beesley 

Catering Manager 

 
 

  

Jim Callaghan 

Caretaker 

Jacqui Ko 

Hall Bookings 

Administrator 

Tracy Van Rooyen 

Children’s Ministry 

Administrator 

Susan Hiett 

Cleaner 
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One retired Clergyman, living just outside the parish occasionally assists with services and conducts 

funerals.  There is a Reader, a Licensed Lay Minister and an Evangelist licensed to the Parish.  All 

take an active part in leading worship and preaching. We also have a Licensed Lay Minister in training.  

In addition, there are several lay people in the congregation who are encouraged to preach from time 

to time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2017 the Vicar carried out 2 Baptisms and 2 Weddings.  He also conducted 5 Funerals in church 

and 7 services at the Crematorium (this was lower than usual).  At the beginning of 2018, 3 young 

people were baptised by total immersion. 

 

 

Parochial Church Council      

The PCC comprises the Vicar, two Church Wardens, three Deanery Synod representatives and 

between 6-12 members elected at the APCM (there are 11 for 20017-18 of whom one is the Vice 

Chairman and another is the Treasurer).  The PCC secretary is appointed and the Parish Administrator 

is co-opted to the PCC, the latter with non-voting rights.  The Reader and Licenced Lay ministers 

receive the paperwork for the meetings but do not normally attend.  The PCC meets six times a year 

for business and prayer. 

 

The following sub-committees report to the PCC and are normally led by a PCC member: 

 Finance Committee 

 HR committee 

 Standing Committee 

The church wardens play a key role in supporting the vicar, carrying oversight for welcomers and 

sides-people and communion assistants. They also assist in the preparation on Holy Communion and 

are ably supported by two deputy wardens. 

 

 

 

 

   

Martin Hayward 

Reader 

Caroline Bailey 

Licenced Lay 

Minister 

Alan Goddard 

Evangelist 
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Leadership Team 

The Leadership Team comprises the heads of several ministry areas (worship, mission and 

evangelism, pastoral, small groups) and support ministries (staffing, facilities, administration).  It meets 

most months to develop priorities for the church in the main ministry areas and to encourage and 

enable team leaders. 

 

      

Dave Humphries 
Church Warden 

Pieter Van 
Rooyen 

Church Warden 

A J Adeloye Caroline Bailey 
Worship 

Len Gardiner 
Mission 

Jo Gavin 
Children’s 
Minister 

      

      
Alan Goddard 

Mission 
Facilities & HR 

Andy Goddard 
(secretary) 

Administration 

Greta 
Kitchener 

Pastoral Care 

Nelson Pallister 
Home Groups 

Andrena Palmer 
Youth & 

Community 
Minister 

Liesel 
Stanbridge 

Worship 
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Prayer and Healing Ministry Team      

This is a team of over a dozen people who have received some training and committed time, on a 

weekly rota basis, to pray after the 10.30am services.  Anyone who needs prayer support is invited to 

go to Prayer Team members at the end of services. 

 

   

Pastoral Care 

 

There is a small team who co-ordinate the help needed in times of difficulty for members of the 

congregation, be it visiting, transport to hospital, meals, etc.  Each home group has a person 

responsible for the pastoral care of the members (and their families) of that group. 

 

 

Volunteers 

 

Vital to our ministry are the large number of people within our church family who either lead specific 

ministry areas or support the leadership giving many hours of their time in service.  Ministries such as 

Men’s Ministry, Women’s Ministry, hospitality, prayer and pastoral support are led by and depend on 

these people. 

 

 

” I like coming to this church. I have 
been encouraged to use my gifts 
and this has enabled me to grow 
spiritually.” 

 

Member of congregation 
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Worship 
 

 

 

 

Sunday worship follows a monthly pattern, which is as follows: 

 

 9am 10.30am 6.30pm 

1st Sunday - Holy Communion Evening Worship 

2nd Sunday Holy Communion Morning Worship Evening Worship 

3rd Sunday - Morning Worship Holy Communion 

4th Sunday Holy Communion Morning Worship Evening Worship 

5th Sunday Holy Communion Morning Worship Evening Worship 

 

 

A Common Worship Holy Communion booklet has been compiled. On the first Sunday, children and 

Pathfinders join the rest of the congregation after the Peace so that they can join the congregation at 

the Lord’s Table and receive a blessing.  There is also a monthly Wednesday morning service of Holy 

Communion. 

 

Morning Worship and Evening Worship follow the principles of a Common Worship Service of the 

Word. As stated in Common Worship, “The primary object in the careful planning and leading of the 

service is the spiritual direction which enables the congregation to come into the presence of God to 

give him glory”. Central to each service are the reading of Holy Scripture and the sermon, which is 

expected to be strongly Bible-based and relevant to daily life. Lectionary readings are used in key 

liturgical seasons complemented by a thematic approach to preaching in ordinary time. 

 

 

Music is a blend of modern worship songs with some 

traditional hymns, chosen by one of two worship leaders who 

each lead a band fortnightly for 10.30 worship. The church 

organ occasionally accompanies hymns. The congregation 

has copies of Sing Glory, but the words of songs and hymns 

are also projected on to a screen. 

 

 

The small, formal 9 am service uses the traditional version of the Common Worship order for the 

Celebration of Holy Communion. A single hymn is accompanied by keyboard.  This is also the order 

used at the monthly Wednesday communion services. 
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Morning services are well attended, with an average 

attendance of about 150 in recent months. Lay-led 

ministry is an important element of corporate worship 

with teams of welcomers, worship leaders, Bible 

readers, preachers, intercessors, prayer ministers, 

communion assistants and hospitality providers 

working alongside the ordained minister to share in 

ministry together. A small team of volunteers also run 

the AV/sound desk.   

 

Children and young people are also encouraged to participate in all these areas through our monthly 

Sunday Serving programme. On other weeks, children’s and youth sessions run alongside the morning 

service after commencing in worship together. Creative elements enrich and enhance our worship life 

such as Gospel Choir and Elevate Dance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The evening service gathers a small congregation, 

allowing for a more reflective approach and the 

church has been experimenting with new 

approaches to make use of this opportunity for 

worship. Most recently the Diocesan courses 

‘Hearing God’s Word’ and ‘Speaking God’s Word’ 

has been run to develop local preaching and 

teaching, with participants attending from a range of 

local churches. Songs of Praise and Families 

Together events reach out to the local community 

with occasional afternoon gatherings which replace 

the evening service. 

” Quiet, peaceful, 
contemplative.  Nice to see 
the ‘welcomers’ for the 
10.30am service as we 
leave, plus get the church 
notice sheet.  Makes us feel 
part of the congregation.” 
 

Member of 9.00am congregation 
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Children’s and Youth Ministry 
 

 

 

Children’s Ministry 

We employ a Children’s Minister and a Children’s Ministry Administrator, both part time. The vision for 

Children’s Ministry is: Sowing seeds, growing together and changing lives. We currently have 63 

children on our Sunday groups register, and we see between 20-30 children every Sunday. The 

Sunday groups are: 

 

 Creche – a supervised soft play facility for babies and children aged 0-3 years; 

 Climbers – for children aged 3 to 7 years, 

 Explorers – for children aged 7 to 11 years. 

 

 

Serving - we want the children and young people to feel they are part of the wider church family. On the 

third Sunday of the month we have Sunday Serving, when Explorers and Pathfinders join the main 

worship and have an opportunity to explore their God-given gifts and talents and find their calling 

serving others. They can be involved in worship (singing or playing in the band), prayers, reading, 

drama, welcoming, teas and coffees and operating the sound desk.  

 

All Age Services - we also have a number of All Age services for special occasions such as Mothering 

Sunday, Easter, Father’s Day, Harvest and Christmas. The aim is for both children and young people 

to participate in the service; the worship is led by the Youth and Children’s bands.  

 

Tea and Toys is a Wednesday afternoon activity where parents and carers can bring babies and 

toddlers for play supervised by church volunteers. This activity has been running for many years, and 

clearly the parents and carers welcome the opportunity to meet and chat. There is also a slot for a 

bible story and worship songs with the children. 

 

 

Creche, Climbers and Explorers 
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The major Children’s event during the year is the three-

day summer Holiday Club. Last summer we had 125 

children, with over 70 adults and young people as 

volunteer helpers. To ensure we connect with the whole 

family we have an Opening Service with a barbecue 

and bouncy castles for the families the Sunday before 

and a closing service on the Friday evening for the 

parents and carers to find out what their children have 

been doing. Other special events at Christ Church last 

year included Families Together (preparations for 

Mothering Sunday and Christmas), a Holiday Club 

reunion, a Light Party as an alternative to Halloween, a 

Christingle service and a crib service. These events are 

aimed mainly at children and their families but also 

involve our young people, who help with craft, 

refreshments, games, drama and worship. 

 

 

 

There are good relationships with local schools. The Children’s Minister and church members go into 

local schools to take assemblies and other activities organised by the Christian organisation Spinnaker. 

Two primary schools and a local pre-school use Christ Church for their carol services. We have an 

annual visit from Year 1 and 4 of The Highway School for storytelling, craft and a talk from the vicar. 

We also have connections to local Beavers and Scouts groups, who visit Church for their faith badges. 

 

 

 

 

The Children’s Minister also works with a team of other 

Children’s workers from the Orpington area for shared children’s 

events such as the Doug Horley Circus Praise Party, Big 

Breakfasts and Big Breakfast Summer Bash.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holiday Club 

Doug Horley Event for families 

hosted by Christ Church 

“Tea and Toys has friendly 
volunteers – what more 
could you want with a 
toddler!” 
 

Mum, Tea and Toys 
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Youth Ministry 

 

We employ a full-time Youth and Community Minister, who coordinates a range of activities for young 

people, including the following: 

 

 Pathfinders, an interactive Sunday morning group for young people aged 11 to 14, which 

shows that Christianity is relevant to young people today. At Pathfinders we enjoy an informal 

and relaxed atmosphere and encourage young people with Bible study, discussions, video 

clips and games. 

 Juice meets on Sunday evenings (6pm-8pm) in the café area.  Juice is for young people who 

are Year 9+, who want to hear something about how great our God is and spend time with 

great friends. Juice begins with refreshments in the café and worship with the evening 

congregation. We then move downstairs to the Undercroft for our session. 

 ReD is an after-school youth discipleship group on Fridays (4.30 pm to 6 pm). We enjoy 

games or just sitting on the sofas and catching up with friends. This group is primarily for those 

in Years 7-8, although many older young people also attend.   

 RED+ is a discipleship group for young people aged 14+ which meets on alternate Saturdays. 

This is a Bible study with an “older youth focus”, looking at contemporary topics relevant to 

young people. 

 This group is followed by Base, an open youth club with games and activities for those aged 

11+. 

 FN@TB is a small, special youth group for young people who find large or noisy group 

activities difficult to deal with. Many have a diagnosis of autistic spectrum disorder.  Our aim is 

to provide an opportunity for these young people to develop confidence and independence and 

to make friends in a safe and understanding environment 
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Outings, weekends away and summer camps are always popular. 

 

The Youth and Community Minister attends Bishop Justus School (a Church of England 

comprehensive school near Bromley) weekly and works closely with the Chaplain, leading classroom 

worship and a weekly lunchtime group. She is also a College Pastor at the Orpington campus of 

London South East Colleges. 

 

The community element of her role has included/includes work with youth workers from other 

Orpington churches who meet to pray and take prayer space materials into local schools; being the 

church ambassador for the charity ‘FareShare’; and a secondment to a local church, encouraging the 

congregation with family work.  As well as working closely with the vicar and children’s minister, she is 

on the leadership team and on the preaching rota, and works alongside a team to coordinate Women’s 

ministry events.  She is the service leader or preacher for Sunday all-age services.  She leads the 

coffee morning Bible study at Community Club each month and occasionally leads the Wednesday 

church prayer meeting. 

” I like the social aspect of things and 
how it engages you and how you can 
learn about God and be more 
connected to God.” 
 

Someone who attends Juice, ReD and Base 
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Weekly activities 
 

 

 
 

Home Groups 

Teaching and fellowship are important activities during weekdays. There are ten House Groups which 

meet regularly, six on weekday evenings and four during the daytime.  

 

Over half of the worshipping congregation are part of a House Group; the ages range from those in 

their 20s to those in their 90s. On occasions during the year there are joint meetings for all house 

groups on a particular topic or for a specific season, such as Lent, when the whole congregation can 

come together for an evening. Everyone is encouraged to use Bible reading notes, and one church 

member organises publicity and the purchase of notes. 

All groups have a leader, a host (if held in a home) and someone who leads pastoral care within the 

group. The groups generally meet every two weeks and look after their own programme, which may 

include meals together and visits out. Group leaders meet three times a year to share their 

experiences and resources that have been helpful. 

 

Prayer 

Prayer is seen as vital to ongoing church life. It is an important part of House Group meetings. A small 

group meets regularly on Wednesday mornings to pray for church activities. Prayer requests are 

circulated by email and by two telephone prayer chains. 
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Community Club 

The church hall is used every Tuesday to provide lunch for the Community Club, a group of people 

mostly aged over 60. There are over 100 people on the register, and attendance frequently reaches 

90. A small group of church members works with the leader, but the main support is now provided by 

those carrying out Community Service Orders. As well as lunch, there is a coffee morning followed by 

a Bible study or talk, usually attended by up to forty people. There are also a couple of coach outings 

during the year. 

 

 

Alpha 

Alpha courses have been running since 2000 as a means of allowing people to meet in church 

families’ homes to share food, watch the DVD and explore any questions in a non-threatening 

environment. Led by some of our lay people, there have been 27 groups.  People have fed in to these 

groups in various ways but notably from new attenders, as a result of funeral and baptism enquiries 

and from referrals through the Alpha website.   

 

Other resources such as “Journeys” designed to introduce interested 'spectators' to Christianity, 

utilising a unique blend of stories of faith, have also been used. A significant number of people in 

house groups have gone through the Alpha course and often Alpha groups have resulted in the 

formation of new or strengthening of existing house groups. 

” We all look forward to Tuesdays at 
Community Club where we meet with old 
and new friends for a good chat. We sit 
down for a three-course lunch (no 
cooking, no washing up, lovely).  The 
team take us out on coach trips 
throughout the year and also throw a 
lovely Christmas party with presents for all.  
They also remember and celebrate 
everyone’s birthdays.” 

 

Club member 
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Men’s Ministry 

We have a dedicated group of men who meet once a 

month on a Friday night with a general theme of ‘Real 

ale, Real issues & Real conversation’. The aim is an 

inclusive environment for guys of all ages and 

backgrounds to share their lives and be supportive of 

one another on their Christian journeys. 

 

We have used a variety of resources and 

speakers, including Christian Vision for 

Men and the London Institute for 

Contemporary Christianity, to tease out 

matters of faith, discipleship and issues 

that matter to men, but do not often get the 

airtime deserved. We have been blessed 

with strong brotherly bonds being formed 

as well as truly great opportunities for 

discipleship and to invite friends who are 

still undecided about their relationship with 

God. 

 

The group also have a tradition of doing an annual Summer BBQ and a Christmas event, along with 

ad-hoc opportunities to invite new members to experience the love of Jesus in an environment that 

proves to suit most men.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cycling Club 

 

The church also has an active cycling club (although 

more active over the summer months) with an annual 

‘cycling pilgrimage’ that takes place to Rochester 

Cathedral. They welcome members both from the 

congregation and from outside the church.  

 

 

“It’s great to have an environment 
where guys can get together and 
explore deeper areas of life.  As a 
Christian man, I see myself as ‘not 
quite there yet’ and I’m pleased 
to hear that I’m not alone” 
 

Men’s Ministry member 
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Women’s Ministry 

Christ Church Women’s Ministry group was formed to facilitate the coming together of women in the 

congregation, their family and friends and women in the local community with the aim of showing God’s 

deep love for us all through teaching, prayer and fellowship. 

 

They run women’s retreat weekends every 18 months to 2 

years at The Oasts; a Christian retreat centre in Northiam, 

Kent. Around 30 women attend the whole weekend with 

around 8 additional day guests on the Saturday. These 

weekends are a chance to draw closer to God through 

worship, prayer and led reflections in a beautiful, tranquil 

place. They are also great for fellowship and food! 

 

 

They have also hosted a women’s breakfast meeting with a local speaker, a fashion show which 

included fundraising for 2 local charities, a bring and share “pudding evening” and a film evening. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Café Mosaic 

Café Mosaic, which offers coffee and lunches on Wednesdays and Fridays, also brings us into contact 

with local people who do not come to church.  In addition, they cater for people who hire our facilities to 

celebrate their birthdays, weddings, christenings, anniversaries and other functions.   

 

The customers range from young mums who come for breakfast or lunch with their pre-school children 

on their way to Tea and Toys, teachers and staff from the local schools and of course members of the 

church who come to chat with their friends, together with people passing on their way to the shops for 

a warming drink. 
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The Café Manager is assisted by a faithful team of volunteers, most of whom have served since it was 

opened just over 10 years ago.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Even though I’m not 
religious, I love this 
church.  It has a great 
café serving top notch 
food and a wonderful, 
welcoming atmosphere.”  
 
Regular café visitor 
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Outreach 

 

Through teaching, fellowship and involvement with other 

churches and organisations we hope to enable those with whom 

we come in contact to see Jesus Christ as alive and relevant to 

their daily lives.  The following are some of the ways we do this: 

 

Street and College Pastors 

Three members of the church are part of the Orpington Street Pastors team, going out onto the High 

Street on a Friday evening.  We also have two College Pastors at the Orpington campus of London 

South East Colleges 

 

 

Foodbank 

Several members help at the Bromley 

Foodbank outlet in Orpington.  Lists of 

food urgently needed are included on 

each Sunday’s notice sheet so that the 

congregation can shop wisely.  Food 

collected at our Harvest Service is taken 

to the Foodbank too. 

 

The Foodbank stores uses a container 

in our grounds to store food. 

 

 

Operation Christmas Child 

Each November we fill about 100 shoe boxes with toys and gifts for 

Samaritans Purse’s Operation Christmas Child.  These are sent all 

over the world to children in need. 

 

 

 

Church Magazine 

We produce a bi-monthly magazine “New Winepress”. As well as details of church services it includes 

an introductory letter from the Vicar, information about people and events, and short articles of topical 

interest to the church and community. Some 250 copies are distributed to the congregation, to those 

homes in the community who wish to receive it, and beyond. 

 

 

 

“Christ Church is a significant supporter of 
the local Foodbank, providing a small 
storage facility, giving financial help and 
making regular food donations.  Seven 
members are volunteer workers with us.  
This service is a practical demonstration of 
God’s love for those in our community 
who are struggling and in real need.’’ 
 
One of the managers, Bromley Foodbank 
 



        Christ Church Orpington Parish Profile                 23  

 

 

 

 

 

Churches Together 

Churches Together in Orpington (CTO) is very active.  There has also been a move to cooperate more 

extensively with other Churches Together groups across the Borough of Bromley so that Christians 

can be more effective in their relations with other agencies such as the Police and the Local Authority.  

Consideration is being given to being involved in a Mission to London in 2019.  The present lay-

president of CTO is a member of Christ Church.   

 

There is a Walk of Witness every Good Friday along the High Street which concludes with a short 

service near The Walnuts market square.  These services are led by different churches each year.   

Churches are invited to take part in the ‘Lighting Up’ event in November when the Christmas lights are 

turned on.  CTO has a good working relationship and is often involved in the planning with Orpington 

First which oversees such events. 

 

Borough-wide cooperation also occurs in the Foodbank, Street & College Pastors and Christians 

against Poverty.  A Job Club is being set up at Unity Church Ramsden to serve the Orpington area. 

 

Churches take it in turns to host prayer meetings to pray for Orpington on the first Saturday of each 

month.  Ministers meet regularly over lunch.  

 

 

Mission 

Since it began, a major part of Christ Church’s outreach 

has been the support, through prayer and giving, of a 

number of people who have gone out into the wider 

community in a range of mission fields and activities. 

Some of those we currently support include an evangelist 

and his family who have been working with YWAM in 

Hamburg, and a couple who have been working to 

establish the Latvian Biblical Centre. We also have a link 

with the Kondoa Bible School in Tanzania; parties from 

Christ Church have visited Kondoa on two occasions. 

 

 

Out in the Community 

 

Out in the Community is a new venture, started in June 2016, 

in which a group of church members visit homes in the parish 

to tell them about Christ Church and to offer prayer.  It is still 

in its early stages of development, with a group of five regular 

visitors, who are occasional joined by other church members. 
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Creativity 
 

 

 

The encouragement of creativity and the creative arts is a valuable part of our church life, and 

contributes to worship, community life, mission and outreach.  

 

Music 

Young and old are encouraged to participate in bands and choirs in the life of the church, contributing 

to worship services and occasionally singing at local community events. We have two adult worship 

bands, two children’s worship bands, an occasional choir that forms for key liturgical seasons and a 

weekly Gospel Choir. Congregation members with gifts of composition regularly write new material for 

special events. 

 

 

 

Other 

Christ Church has partnered with the Christian 

organisation Springs Dance Company by providing a 

community placement for their apprentices. Inspire 

Dance (members come from several local churches) 

occasionally dance in services. 

 

 

 

 

 

Drama and puppets are occasionally used to enhance teaching and worship. 

 

Christ Church has nurtured artistic expression across all ages. Art and ceramic classes for children 

and adults, community mosaic and ceramic projects, ‘Knit and Natter’, banners and visual images in 

worship all contribute to a vibrant expression of community, worship and spirituality. 

 

Members of Gospel Choir 

singing at a wedding 

Explorers 

Jammin with Jesus Youth 

Band 
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Creative approaches to prayer, including prayer stations, poetry, movement, images and objects, are 

incorporated, and occasional Café Church services, with visiting performers (both singer-songwriters 

and actors) provide a flexible and informal approach to Sunday worship. 

 

Creative Arts Days have provided opportunities for people of faith, or none, to engage together in a 

variety of creative workshops with a spiritual Christian theme. These have included creative writing, 

photography, wood turning, visual arts, ceramics, music, textiles and drama, and generally culminate in 

a shared expression of creative worship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above:  New Mosaic 

based on the Tree of Life. 

 

Far Right:  poppies made 

by the congregation and 

Community Club. 

 

Right:  flower arranging. 

” When I come here, I can always be myself.” 

 

Member of congregation 
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Finances 

 

 

 

 

Christ Church is in a sound financial position with a high level of planned giving from the congregation.  

The 2017 accounts show the General Fund breaking even once significant sums were transferred to 

the Repair Fund to replenish it after major expenditure during the year (see below). 

 

 2017 2016 

Planned Giving 174,200 185,200 

Legacies 20,600 10,000 

Lettings 32,900 32,800 

Café 14,500 18,700 

Children’s & Youth activities 6,100 7,400 

Other income 6,200 7,500 

Transfer from other funds 3,500 - 

TOTAL INCOME 258,000 261,600 

  

 

Deficit in year - 18,500 

 *this includes an amount to cover vicar’s stipend, etc 

 ** all staff excluding the Café Manager who is included in Café Costs, and cleaning staff who are included in 

Church and Hall running costs. 

 

 

 

 2017 2016 

Parish Offer * 74,600 71,000 

Staff Costs ** 74,500 90,200 

Church Running costs 8,900 9,300 

Hall Running Costs 12,600 14,600 

Café Costs 17,400 17,700 

Children’s & Youth activities 7,200 8,600 

Transfer to Mission Support Fund 21,200 27,800 

Transfer to Repair Fund 30,000 30,000 

Other expenditure 11,600 10,900 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 258,000 280,100 
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In addition, £84,000 was spent from the Repair Fund.  This was a combination of the major lighting 

project in the church which was completed during the year and replacement of the hall boilers, 

 

Mission Giving    

This has always received a high priority.  The Treasurer acts as ‘Post Box’ for church members 

wishing to donate to specific individuals & organisations engaged in mission outside Christ Church. In 

addition, a percentage of the year’s unrestricted income is given to support individuals and 

organisations through the Mission Support Fund. A number of former church members are assisted 

who now work in Latvia and Europe.  The main agencies/organisations supported are Kondoa Bible 

School, Release International, Tearfund, Church Pastoral Aid Society, London City Mission, Church 

Mission Society, Mission Aviation Fellowship & Spinnaker Trust.  The total distributed in 2017 was 

£35,400. 

 

Reserves 

The Church is blessed with substantial unrestricted reserves in the General Fund of just over £170,000 

at the end of December 2017.  The policy for the Church is to maintain reserves sufficient to cover at 

least 6 months of expenditure, so our current level of reserves comfortably exceeds this requirement.  

 

The Church & hall repair funds stand at nearly £43,000 despite the significant expenditure incurred in 

2017 on the lighting project and also on repairs to the heating systems in the hall because we were 

able to transfer an additional £30,000 from the general fund at the end of the year. 

 

 

Budget Setting    

The Finance Committee draws up a draft budget in the last quarter of each year, which is then 

submitted to the PCC.  The Finance Committee monitors expenditure against budget on a regular 

basis. 

 

A full copy of the 2017 Annual Report and Accounts can be obtained from the Church Office (details in 

the ‘General Information on page 32). 

 



28                     Christ Church Orpington Parish Profile 

 

 

 

Buildings 

 
 

The Church Complex sits on a large grassy plot, which provides excellent facilities for children’s 

outdoor activities and church barbecues. There is a small garden at the front, which fits in well with its 

suburban setting, and a small car park at the side. 

 

The Church, which was consecrated in 1940, is built of dark brick, with a side chapel, gallery, vestibule 

and baptistry added in the early 1960s; the baptistry has since been turned into a soft play area, where 

the crèche is held on a Sunday morning. The inside has a quiet beauty. Above the Table is a hanging 

of nine banners proclaiming words of Jesus. The chancel and central aisle are carpeted in red, with red 

upholstered chairs. The nave has 230 chairs, the chapel has 30 and the gallery has seating for 70 

people. There are no fixed features in the chancel, giving a huge area, which can be adapted for 

various uses, including dance, drama and the “set” for the annual Holiday Club. A Quinquennial 

Inspection of the Church was carried out in March 2014.             

 

The hall complex was opened in 2007. It contains a large hall and a small hall which can be combined, 

a large kitchen, lounge area, a chair store and an office. The covered space between the halls and the 

church is used as a café during the week and a coffee bar on Sundays. There are toilets for ladies, 

gentlemen, a separate toilet for disabled people, and there is also a toilet in the church vestibule. 

 

The hall complex is used extensively by the community and income from hiring the facilities funds the 

maintenance of the building and the salaries of the Bookings Administrator and Caretaker. 

 

The space below the church contains a meeting room, an art room, a room for youth activities, an 

office and storage space. A lift joins the two levels. 
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The Vicarage is a 1950s brick-built home, with a separate garage. It is double-glazed, has gas-fired 

central heating and a burglar alarm. It has a double-aspect lounge, dining room, study and WC 

downstairs, and four bedrooms, two with wash-hand basins, and bathroom/WC upstairs. The Vicarage 

has a good-sized garden to front and rear, and stands adjacent to the church. 
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Leadership challenges we face 
 

 

 

 

The PCC and Leadership Team had a period of time away and have reflected on where it would want 

Christ Church to be in 5 years’ time.  As a result, we feel we need an incumbent/leader to assist the 

church to identify, facilitate and work to a refreshed and cohesive set of corporate priorities under God.  

The challenges we see for the future are: 

 

Worship and Prayer 

 ‘Out in the Community’ is a really important link with our community.  The challenge is to grow 

this work, so we have more engagement with our local community and more opportunities to 

pray for them, 

 Awareness and willingness to adapt to changes in society (for example, the secularisation of 

Sunday and the spread of Sunday sport distracts some families from Sunday worship; we are 

just beginning to think about Sunday afternoon activities), 

 Deepen the spiritual life of the church including the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives, 

 More space and time for corporate prayer and reflection. 

 Continue to give others space to minister and develop. 

 

Discipleship and Fellowship 

 Home group attendance is falling.  The challenge is to establish small groups that are 

attractive to people and can lead onto volunteering and serving roles, 

 To develop clearly identified roles for people in church, 

 Challenge infrequent attendance at church, 

 We often experience a lack of volunteers in youth ministries (and some extent in children’s 

ministries).  And so, the challenge is to encourage more people to see this ministry as vital to 

the future of the Church. 

 

Evangelism and Social Action 

 We are good at connecting to people but how do we bring Jesus to them?  How do we move 

people from attending a fringe groups like Tea and Toys? 

 Lack of people in their 20s and 30s, 

 Unchurched generation – allow children to attend groups without their parents having to attend 

church? 

 Hold events to bring new people into church.  
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The Person 
 

 

 

 

In order to meet us where we are …… to lead us and move us on …… we see the following as the 

skills, competencies and qualities required in our new vicar: 

 
 

Personal 

 Rooted in prayer, 

 Committed to searching the Scriptures to provide a biblical basis for own life and for ministry, 

 Open to the work of the Holy Spirit, 

 Have a heart for sharing the gospel of Jesus in a way that is relevant, appealing and 

challenging to modern life, 

 Alive to changes in society, 

 A nurturer of relationships with a pastoral heart. 

  

Leadership and Team building  

 Enabler, encourager and good communicator, 

 Ability to build and manage teams of paid staff and volunteers, 

 Ability to inspire and facilitate a refreshed vision for the future, 

 Team player - able to lead and develop a cohesive team. 

 

Community 

 Committed to sharing the gospel with Christians and non-Christians, young and old, 

 Committed to supporting Unity Church Ramsden (see page 32) and to working with other 

churches in Orpington, 

 Interested in initiating and leading community focused projects. 

 

 

 

 

How we will care for you 

We will support you, pray for you and partner you in your leadership. We will encourage you to take a 

regular day off each week and your annual leave in full.  In addition, we will fund an annual retreat and 

pay all your working expenses at the end of each month. 
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Unity Church Ramsden 

 
Unity Church Ramsden is a Bishop’s Mission Order within the 

parish boundary of All Saints Orpington in the Ramsden Estate. 

It was formed over five years ago when the ecumenical 

partnership between Anglican and Methodist churches was 

becoming somewhat moribund.  The numbers and finances of 

the L.E.P. were critical and the then Area Dean and Vicar of 

Christ Church Orpington worked to bring about a regeneration. 

A new partnership was formed between Christ Church and 

Hope Church Orpington (part of Regions Beyond/ New Frontiers 

International).  

 

The congregation has grown to around 50 adults each Sunday. It has been increasingly ethnically 

diverse and thus represents the local community. It is financially self-funding.  It has a charismatic 

evangelical spirituality and a heart to serve the local community through social action projects.  

 

The governance structure and charitable status of the church is secure and the Vicar of Christ Church 

does not carry onerous pastoral or administrative authority for the church but is responsible for 

attending the “steering Group Meeting” which meets approximately once a term and offering counsel 

and support to the Lead Minister.  

 

General Information 
 

 

 

 

Further information about Christ Church Orpington can be found on our website – www.ccorpington.org 

including details about activities mentioned in this document and our current preaching programmes. 

 

Any requests for further information or a copy of our 2017 Annual Report and Accounts, should be sent 

to the Parish Office, Christ Church, Charterhouse Road, Orpington, BR6 9EP and marked for the 

attention of the Parish Representatives. 

 


