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The	benefice	of	St	Just-in-Roseland	and	St	Mawes	is	set	amongst	three	

other	benefices	on	the	Roseland	Peninsula:	Gerrans	with	St	Anthony-

in-Roseland	and	Philleigh;	Tregony	with	St	Cuby	and	Cornelly;	and	

Veryan	with	Ruanlanihorne.		The	clerical	provision	in	the	other	

benefices	is:	a	house	for	duty	post	(currently	vacant),	a	50%	

sLpendiary	post	(Revd	Emma	Watson),	and	a	house	for	duty	post	

(Revd	Philip	Greenhalgh)	respecLvely.		

Through	a	deanery	planning	process,	the	four	benefices	of	the	

Roseland	have	recently	commiOed	to	mutual	missional,	ministerial	and	

financial	support	to	make	the	life	of	their	churches	more	effecLve	in	

the	contexts	in	which	they	are	set.		The	process	has	begun	to	establish	

a	Bishop’s	Mission	Order	across	the	four	benefices,	and	the	priest	in	

charge	of	St	Just-in-Roseland	and	St	Mawes	will	be	expected	to	play	

their	part	in	the	seVng	up	and	the	working	of	the	BMO.		

		

The	priest	we	are	seeking	therefore	needs	not	only	to	be	able	to	lead	

the	churches	of	the	popular	holiday	desLnaLons	of	St	Mawes	and	St	

Just,	and	to	develop	and	enable	a	team	of	lay	people	within	this	parish	

–	but	also	to	work	well	with	colleagues	across	benefice	boundaries	and	

to	help	iniLate	this	new	and	cooperaLve	way	of	being	church.	

Thank you for your expression of interest and for reading this 
document. If you would like an informal conversation about the role at 
any stage, please don’t hesitate to be in touch.

Archdeacon 
Audrey Elkington

Parishes	of	the	

Roseland	Peninsula

Tregony

Foreword



The parish of St Just in Roseland and St Mawes is one of the most beautiful in all of Cornwall, and a parish of 
fascinating contrasts. We have the primarily farming communities of St Just and the broader Roseland, which look 
to the land, and the vibrant resort of St Mawes, still a working fishing port, looking to the water.  There is a broad 
socio-economic spectrum within its boundaries, and the congregations include the local Cornish community as 
well as the part-time and full-time residents who are drawn from all corners of the country to this very special 
part of Cornwall. The bustle and rush of the Summer months that drive such impressive seasonal attendances 
stand in stark contrast to the peace and tranquility of the rest of the year.  This place has an impact and influence 
well beyond the parish boundaries, such is the draw of St Mawes harbour and St Just Church and gardens. 

This transition presents an opportunity for a minister to make a real difference by strengthening the position of 
the church within the entirety of the parish. The incoming priest will be welcomed by the whole community. Our 
parish was recently blessed with an exceptional and much-missed young Curate, who over a two year period 
initiated a set of programmes to re-invigorate and re-establish the church at the heart of the parish community 
and into the lives of the youth of the parish.  

The new incumbent will be not be working alone. Ours is a parish thriving and flourishing during transition.  We 
are financially and organisationally strong. The fabric of our two churches is in excellent condition. There will be 
no sense of being parachuted into a crisis. Rather, we have a challenging role of spiritual and community 
leadership waiting to be filled by the right person, organisationally supported by a committed and experienced 
PCC, and ministerially supported by a reader and six lay worship leaders.

★ To share God’s love and grace and our faith through a combination of community outreach and support, with 
events targeted at specific demographics as well as innovative art and music projects 

★ To further develop our engagement and support of young people, families and children across the parish
★ To continue to develop our pastoral care team so that the church can be more active in the community
★ To encourage parishioners to explore and develop their own faith, gifts and ministries, to enable them to 

share their faith through their engagement in the community
★ To work collaboratively with other parishes and denominations in Cornwall and beyond, to learn from their 

best practices and also to share people as well as expertise
★ To continue hosting Quiet Days, retreats and other contemplative events, striving to achieve great things with 

limited resources

This PCC is eager, committed and energetic. We are open-minded, forward-looking, resourceful and creative 
people. 

The whole of the Roseland peninsula looks forward to welcoming a new priest who can work with us to deliver 
our vision.

An Introduction by the PCC of 
St Just in Roseland and St Mawes

Our Vision



In	this	Diocese	of	Truro	we	are	deeply	commiOed	to	‘Discovering	God’s	Kingdom:	Growing	the	Church’.	Ordained	

ministers	are	crucial	to	this	task,	so	I	sketch	out	here	the	kind	of	priests	we	invite	to	work	with	us.	First	and	

foremost,	we	are	looking	for	joyful	disciples	and	ambassadors	of	Christ,	who	share	the	Gospel	they	have	come	to	

know	themselves	both	in	word	and	deed	-	and	above	all	with	love.	We	seek	people	who	are	commiOed	to	seVng	

the	whole	people	of	God	free	in	mission,	ministry,	and	in	loving	service.	

We	are	looking	for	people	who,	on	this	journey,	are	imaginaLve	and	realisLc,	creaLve	and	determined	and	are	

hopeful	of	a	beOer	future.	But	we	also	want	to	work	with	those	who	recognise	that	they	are	not	perfect	and	will	

someLmes	fail,	who	learn	from	their	mistakes	and	will	take	the	iniLaLve	in	seeking	reconciliaLon	with	others.	

We	are	convinced	that	all	ministers	need	the	support	and	companionship	of	others	and	we	help	priests	in	a	

number	of	ways	so	that	they	never	work	alone.	In	this	spirit,	we	encourage	priests	who	can	forge	good	relaLons	

with	others	and	acLvely	collaborate	with	them	for	the	sake	of	the	Kingdom	to	join	us	in	Cornwall:	a	very	special	

place	with	its	own	disLncLve	idenLty	and	ChrisLan	heritage	which	we	are	called	to	value,	serve	and	love.	

I	pray	that	as	you	consider	this	posiLon	you	might	discern	God’s	calling	and	purpose	for	you	in	this	next	chapter	of	

your	discipleship	and	service.	

Rt. Revd. Philip Mounstephen, Bishop of Truro

In the Diocese of Truro we seek to  

‘Discover God’s Kingdom’ and ‘Grow the Church’.

The Bishop of Truro



Our Parish

Situated in a relatively inaccessible part of Cornwall, ours is 

almost an island parish, bounded by the Carrick Roads to the 

West, the Fal River to the South and the Percuil River to the 

East. Despite our northern parish boundary being at its 

closest only 3 miles from the City of Truro, this network of 

rivers conspires to make the drive from the quay in St Mawes 

to Truro a 35-minute car journey - somewhat less if the King 

Harry Ferry schedule works for your trip.  The Roseland is a 

place of narrow country lanes and quiet villages. For much of 

the year, the sounds of our parish are of sheep and birdsong, 

not of traffic, which only becomes apparent during the busy 

Summer season. Rural isolation is a reality here, as is rural 

poverty - recent weather extremes have hit the farming 

community hard. 

Yet, at the same time, there is vitality, prosperity and wealth in 

this area. Second home owners, whose demand for Cornish 

properties has led to house prices becoming unaffordable for 

young local people, have also brought a veritable harvest of 

construction and refurbishment opportunities for local 

tradesmen. The building trades and gardeners can always find 

work in this parish. The crowds and traffic congestion of the 

Summer months may try the patience of a saint, but they also 

bring much-needed income to the independent businesses of 

our parish. Employment to service the tourism industry is, 

along with farming and fishing, a key component of our 

economy.

St	Just	in	

Roseland	

village

The Rectory is a modern four-bedroomed 

house with garage and garden at the top of 

St Mawes village, with a wonderful view of 

Falmouth Bay out to the Lizard Peninsula.

The Rectory
St Mawes Community Primary School is the only school in the 
Parish. It joined the Aspire Academy Trust in January 2017.  
Although not a Church of England school, it has a strong 
Christian tradition. Our clergy have been encouraged to visit and 
lead worship, and the children participate in occasional services 
arranged in both Churches.

We currently have 49 children, aged 4 – 11, at the school, which 

has achieved a good OFSTED grade.

The School

The Parish of 
St Just in Roseland and St Mawes

St	Mawes	

village



Sophia Hetherington
Parish Administrator

Clive Johns
Groundsman and Verger

Typical Sunday Christmas Easter

Average weekly attendance

Sue Peake-Young
Pastoral Outreach Coordinator

Distance
from

Rectory
(miles)

Baptisms Marriages Funerals

Occasional Offices

Meet the Team



The Church in the Community

Our	Church	Community	is	part	of	the	wider	community	of	the	parish	of	St	Just	in	Roseland	and	St	Mawes.	We	

serve	our	parish	through	the	provision	of	regular	worship	and	prayer	and	we	also	provide	pastoral	care	to	anyone	

in	the	parish.	Our	Church	buildings	and	Church	community	seek	to	be	welcoming	to	all	generaLons	here	and	now,	

and	we	are	very	conscious	of	our	inheritance	as	we	pass	the	faith	on	to	the	next	and	subsequent	generaLons.	

What	we	have	is	very	precious	and	we	see	it	as	a	great	privilege	to	be	here	at	this	Lme.	

Our	church	is	extremely	acLve	and	is	welcomed	within	our	community.	We	host	the	village	charity	shop	through	

the	month	of	August	in	our	church	rooms.	We	run	the	village	Youth	Club	through	the	dark	evenings	of	the	

Autumn	and	Winter	months.	We	serve	the	parish	supper	in	the	Autumn	and	seek	to	parLcipate	in	the	events	that	

take	place	in	the	village	and	on	the	quay	in	St	Mawes;	in	2018	we	organised	“Cream	Tea	on	the	Quay”,	we	led	the	

RNLI	service	and	we	took	a	stall	at	the	St	Mawes	Carnival.	At	Christmas	Lme	we	are	delighted	to	help	with	the	

switching	on	of	the	Harbour	Lights	and	with	the	Parish	Council’s	“Carols	at	the	Castle”.	The	Roseland	Churches	

choir,	led	by	MarLn	Davies,	is	drawn	from	all	the	parishes	of	the	Roseland,	singing	at	Choral	Evensong,	special	

occasions	and	at	weddings	where	requested.	

Our	church	has	iniLated	the	following	very	popular	community	groups	:	

		

“The	Window”	-	we	offer	a	safe	place	for	the	young	people	of	the	parish	to	socialise	and	hang	out	

through	the	quiet	Autumn	and	Winter	months	

“S.tch	and	Chat”	-	a	very	informal	get	together	in	one	another’s	homes.	We	bring	something	to	do,	

kniVng,	mending,	sewing	or	just	come	for	the	tea	and	chat	

“Book	Group”	-	we	meet	to	select,	read	and	review	faith-based	ficLon,	history	and	biography	

We	are	a	forward-thinking	church,	embracing	digital	communicaLons	for	‘quiet	mission’.	We	maintain	a	website,	a	

Facebook	presence,	a	monthly	e-newsleOer	and	a	TwiOer	feed,	helping	us	to	keep	in	contact	with	the	broader	

church	community	and	with	friends	around	the	world.	

We	offer	a	safe	haven	for	everyone	in	our	community,	and	we	are	encouraged	that	during	the	most	difficult	Lmes,	

the	community	does	indeed	choose	to	turn	to	us	for	strength	and	support.	



Our  Church Community



St Just in Roseland

And did those feet?
The Café in the church grounds is a popular 

attraction, providing a healthy revenue 
stream for the church

St Just in Roseland is an extended settlement that grew around the church and the creek. The village centre is 

still marked by historic cottages, but it no longer has any local services: no pubs, schools or shops. But the 

community does have a meeting place in the busy Village Institute, which hosts regular activities and events year-

round including the WI, Keep Fit, ping pong and Friday Film nights. St Just’s popular Summer Fun Weekend as 

well as the September Parish Show are also held at the Institute.

St Just is home to two important local business, DL Marine and Pasco’s Boatyard, which has been going strong 

since 1771. We are also proud of “Miss V’s Cornish Cream Teas”, a successful summer season business operating 

from the St Just gardens tearoom. The original tearoom’s success has led to a significant, church-funded 

refurbishment during 2019, which will allow for for year-round operation.

In an important step for the local community, a small cluster of affordable homes were recently built by local 

tradesmen for their families, all banding 

together to provide the skills needed to 

build the houses and thus reduce their costs. 

The National Trust owns some of the farms 

along the Fal River, and the well-maintained 

walking paths to St Mawes and Messack 

attract visitors from around the world.  A 

shingle beach along the Fal River is a lovely 

spot for a picnic, and it is well used by boat 

owners and walkers alike. It takes very little 

exploration from there to bump into the 

magical location of our church, which sits 

right on the waters of St Just Creek.

The creekside location of the church is, of course, the location for one of England’s most enduring legends - that 

the boy Jesus stepped ashore here with Joseph of Arimathea. The Phoenicians certainly traded with Cornwall for 

tin, and Roman coins from the era have been found on St Just bar - there was travel to and from the Holy Land 

in those days. But be it legend, myth or simply wishful thinking, the story and its parallel in Glastonbury have 

endured for two millennia and contribute to the mystery and undeniable holiness of this place.

Founded in 1771



St Just Church

St	Just	in	Roseland	Church	has	been	a	place	of	ChrisLan	presence,	prayer,	and	worship	since	the	sixth	century.	

Today	this	church	is	both	an	acLve	parish	church	for	the	local	community	and	a	popular	tourist	aOracLon.	The	

handsome	building,	its	peaceful	creekside	seVng	and	its	beauLful	gardens	form	a	very	special	place	of	

respite,	introspecLon	and	prayer,	welcoming	a	remarkable	50-60,000	visitors	every	year.	

The	current	church	building	-	daLng	partly	from	the	13th	century,	with	19th	century	restoraLon	-	is	in	

excellent	condiLon	amer	a	major	refurbishment	in	2011.	The	church	features	some	lovely	early	20th	century	

stained	glass,	and	it	houses	a	well-maintained	pipe	organ,	updated	in	1995	to	a	provide	a	moveable	console	

for	flexibility.	The	organ,	in	a	first	for	the	UK,	has	its	own	app,	which	allows	churches	around	the	world	to	

accompany	their	worship	with	the	unique	sounds	of	our	organ.		

A	new	burial	ground	was	consecrated	in	2017.	

Two	formal	groups	exist	to	help	the	church	in	different	ways.	The	“Friends	of	St	Just”	offer	a	greeLng	service,	

and	the	“Companions	of	St	Just”	are	in	effect	a	global	fan	club,	a	group	of	people	who	hold	the	church	in	their	

hearts	and	make	regular	donaLons	towards	the	upkeep	of	the	church.	

The	church	offers	evening	and	morning	prayer	during	the	week.	On	Sundays	we	have	a	BCP	Communion	at	

8.00am	and	a	Sung	Eucharist	at	11.00am.	On	the	third	Sunday	of	each	month	the	Eucharist	is	replaced	by	a	

Morning	Worship,	taken	by	one	of	our	lay	Worship	Leaders.		

On	the	first	Sunday	of	each	month,	the	church	hosts	“Breathing	Space”,	an	evening	gathering	of	meditaLve	

contemplaLon	and	spiritual	reflecLon.		

We	also	have	an	ongoing	and	very	popular	program	of	“Quiet	Days”,	theme-based	days	of	silent	

contemplaLon	in	a	beauLful	seVng.



St Mawes

The village of St Mawes is situated at the most southerly end of the Roseland Peninsula, whose name is 

derived from the Celtic word Ros, meaning heath or moorland. The village itself is named after a 6th 

century Celtic monk who came over from Ireland. In Brittany he is known as St.Maudez and is the patron 

of numerous churches and chapels.

St Mawes has evidence of early Iron Age and early Roman settlements, as well as a holy well around 

which the village developed. The settlement was already a town by 1283, with its quay built by the early 

15th century. In 1542, following an incursion by the French, St 

Mawes Castle was built by Henry VIII to protect Falmouth 

harbour. In 1562, under Elizabeth I, the town became a 

parliamentary borough with two MPs, a “Rotten Borough” until 

the Reform Act of 1832. 

St.Mawes today is a thriving harbour-side community. It is still an 

active fishing village and is surprisingly well-served. It is quite 

possible to live in the village without a car, thanks to a regular bus 

service to Truro, the foot ferry to Falmouth, and links to areas 

beyond.  The village has a butcher, baker, a small but well-stocked 

Coop supermarket, Post Office, delicatessen, pharmacy, craft and 

art galleries and boutiques, a dentist, doctor’s surgery and 

hairdresser.  All of those services are supplemented by the tourist 

staples of cafés and ice cream parlours. Several restaurants, 2 pubs 

and 5 hotels make St Mawes a lively place in the busy tourist 

season. 

The Millennium Rooms - which house the Roseland Information 

Centre - and the Memorial Hall are important community meeting 

places, and many community groups meet in St Mawes. The Sailing 

Club, the Garden Society, the Art Group and the Under 5s Playgroup and many more.

Higher up the village is of course St Mawes Church, the Community Primary School and the Roman 

Catholic Church. There is a good community of tradesmen providing a service to residents and holiday 

homes, as well as the usual farming community benefits of roadside produce stands stocked with fresh 

vegetables and eggs.



St Mawes Church

St Mawes Church is a relatively recent building compared to St Just. It was built in 1884 on the site of 

earlier Chapels as a Chapel of Ease and only licensed for weddings within the last 15 years. The church has 

beautiful stained glass windows, most of which are original - those on the South side were dedicated in 

1954,  telling the story of St.Mawes and offering views to the sea.

Our regular congregation on a Sunday morning is around 20, boosted to significantly higher numbers in 

tourist season. Our Services prior to our vacancy were as follows: Parish Eucharist at 9.30am on Sunday; 

Morning Prayer at 9.00am on Tuesday and Holy Communion at 10.00am on Thursday.

The creation of “The Window”  Youth Club by the church has within the last 3 years led to many more 

young people coming through the door.  The Youth Club meets every Friday through the Winter and 

Easter term in the Church Hall.  The young people of the village also participate in church activities, 

dressing the Christmas tree and taking part in the extremely popular Christingle Service, an event which 

fills the church to capacity.  With parents of the Youth Club now running the meetings, we anticipate a 

future where the Youth Club, more independent but operating under the patronage of our PCC, will 

continue to grow and thrive.  We have also developed a strong connection with St.Mawes Community 

Primary School, with its pupils joining us for the Harvest Festival Service.

The St Mawes Church Rooms are well equipped with a modern kitchen and meeting space and they are 

used regularly throughout the year for activities such as the Book Group and the Lent Course, as well as 

PCC and other church meetings. The Parish office is located in Church Rooms, which is equipped with 

WiFi and also houses a small library. Every March in the Church Rooms a Marriage Preparation course is 

offered for those preparing to marry in our churches during the year.

Our recent refurbishment of the Church Hall has turned it into a bright and welcoming space, which hosts 

a volunteer-run charity shop every August. This popular shop raises money for cancer charities and also 

for the church. During the Charity Shop’s summer residence, we also open a popular outdoor café on the 

church terrace.  Visitors can admire our beautiful view while enjoying teas, coffees, homemade cakes and a 

chat. This activity further extends our outreach and ‘quiet mission’ into the tourist community.



Ministry and Priest Profile

Liturgically,	our	parish	is	best	described	as	“robed	middle	of	the	road”.		

In	both	churches	we	sing	tradiLonal	hymns	accompanied	by	the	organ	every	Sunday,	and	we	have	a	sung	

Eucharist	at	St	Just	three	weeks	every	month.		

Our	congregaLon	is	“gathered”	-	we	have	people	here	who	have	moved	to	us	from	other	church	backgrounds	

and	tradiLons,	and	others	who	travel	far	for	our	services,	finding	reassurance	in	our	service	style	and	places	of	

worship.	

This	parish	shows	a	very	strong	preference	for	Eucharist	services,	and	a	sacramental	ministry	is	being	

increasingly	well	received	in	the	parish	community.	Home	communions	and	blessings	are	on	the	increase.		

Our	weddings,	bapLsm	and	funeral	ministry	is	very	important.	These	are	hugely	missional	opportuniLes,	and	

we	pride	ourselves	in	carrying	out	these	Occasional	Offices	with	genuine	warmth,	interest,	empathy	and	

integrity.		

This	parish	values	quality	preaching.	As	a	congregaLon	we	listen,	we	learn.		

However,	this	love	of	sacramental	ministry	should	not	be	mistaken	for	conservaLsm.	We	are	a	forward-

looking,	inclusive	parish,	very	welcoming	of	women’s	ministry,	without	bias	regarding	gender	or	sexuality.	We	

welcome	children	to	Holy	Communion	before	ConfirmaLon.	

With	all	of	this	in	mind,	the	Parish	of	St	Just	and	St	Mawes	is	looking	for	a	very	special	individual	to	become	

our	new	priest.		The	balancing	act	of	serving	the	needs	of	all	parts	of	our	varied	community	will	not	be	easy,	

but	will	be	very	rewarding,	as	we	work	to	realise	our	vision	of	being	a	growing,	loving	and	spiritual	church	at	

the	heart	of	the	whole	community	on	the	Roseland.		

With	this	in	mind,	we	seek		

• an	empatheLc	spiritual	leader	to	provide	reassuringly calm and inspiring ministry, both within our church 
buildings and the broader community			

• a	believer	in	cooperaLon	and	consensus	who	is	able	to	mix	equally	comfortably	with	the	enLre	community	

• a	leader	who	will	oversee,	develop,	support	and	release	the	gims	of	all	God’s	people	in	the	parish;	

• a	reassuring	and	paLent	pair	of	hands	to	ease	the	exisLng	congregaLon	into	new	leadership		

• an	energeLc	and	enthusiasLc	individual,	to	conLnue	our	exisLng	programs	and	iniLate	new	ones	to	beOer	

engage	the	church	with	the	under-represented	Cornish	and	youth	communiLes	

• a	truly	empatheLc	approach	to	pastoral	care	for	our	community,	with	old-fashioned	people	skills	and	a	good	

'bedside	manner’	

• an	enthusiasLc	embracer	of	digital	communicaLon	tools	and	social	media	plasorms	

• someone	who	lives	a	life	of	prayer	and	study	to	be	rooted	in	Christ,	and	to	encourage	the	discipleship	of	

others.	



Life in St Just in Roseland and St Mawes

St Just Feast

Walk of Witness

Celebrating St Piran’s 
statue sailing to France

St Just Village Fête

Cornish Sea Shanties



Rainbow over the Percuil

St Mawes sunset

St Mawes 
Hotel

St Mawes bakery

The Watch House



LeOering	:	John	Rowlands-Pritchard

A Prayer by the People of 
St Mawes


	St Just in Roseland and St Mawes
	The Jewel of the Roseland Peninsula
	Foreword
	Archdeacon Audrey Elkington
	An Introduction by the PCC of
	St Just in Roseland and St Mawes
	Our Vision
	The Bishop of Truro
	Our Parish
	The Parish of
	St Just in Roseland and St Mawes
	The School
	The Rectory
	Average weekly attendance
	Occasional Offices
	Distance
	from
	Rectory
	(miles)
	Meet the Team
	Clive Johns
	Groundsman and Verger
	Sophia Hetherington
	Parish Administrator
	Sue Peake-Young
	Pastoral Outreach Coordinator
	The Church in the Community
	Our  Church Community
	Emergency Services
	The City of Truro
	St Just in Roseland
	The Café in the church grounds is a popular attraction, providing a healthy revenue stream for the church
	And did those feet?
	Founded in 1771
	St Just Church
	St Mawes
	St Mawes Church
	Ministry and Priest Profile
	Life in St Just in Roseland and St Mawes
	St Just Feast
	St Just Village Fête
	Walk of Witness
	Cornish Sea Shanties
	Celebrating St Piran’s
	statue sailing to France
	Rainbow over the Percuil
	St Mawes Hotel
	The Watch House
	St Mawes bakery
	St Mawes sunset
	A Prayer by the People of St Mawes

