parish of st breoke &
egloshayle in wadebridge
profile 2019

May the road rise up to meet
you.
May the wind be always at
your back.
May the sun shine warm upon
your face;
the rains fall soft upon your
fields and until we meet
again,
may God hold you in the
palm of His hand.
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bishop's letter
Bishop Philip
In this Diocese of Truro we are deeply committed to ‘Discovering God’s
Kingdom: Growing the Church’. Ordained ministers are crucial to this task, so I
sketch out here the kind of priests we invite to work with us.
First and foremost, we are looking for joyful disciples and ambassadors of
Christ, who share the Gospel they have come to know themselves both in word
and deed - and above all with love. We seek people who are committed to
setting the whole people of God free in mission, ministry, and in loving service.
We are looking for people who, on this journey, are imaginative and realistic,
creative and determined and are hopeful of a better future. But we also want
to work with those who recognise that they are not perfect and will sometimes
fail, who learn from their mistakes and will take the initiative in seeking
reconciliation with others.
We are convinced that all ministers need the support and companionship of
others and we help priests in a number of ways so that they never work alone.
In this spirit, we encourage priests who can forge good relations with others
and actively collaborate with them for the sake of the Kingdom to join us in
Cornwall: a very special place with its own distinctive identity and Christian
heritage which we are called to value, serve and love.
I pray that as you consider this position you might discern God’s calling and
purpose for you in this next chapter of your discipleship and service.

+ Philip
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Archdeacon's letter
The Ven Audrey Elkington

The benefice of St Breoke and
Egloshayle in Wadebridge presents
a range of opportunities for a priest
offering to serve alongside
committed lay people. The single
parish with three church buildings,
four worship centres and a growing
town of distinctive character and
popularity, is an exciting
opportunity for an energetic and
enterprising priest with a missional
and ecumenical outlook.

The deanery of Trigg Minor and Bodmin is located in the archdeaconry of
Bodmin. Within the deanery six clusters of parishes are situated between the
north and south coasts of Cornwall, centred around Bodmin town.

Archdeacon Audrey
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an invitation from us to you
Come and join us in Wadebridge, a parish which straddles the river Camel and is the
entry point to the beautiful North Cornish coast!
We are a group of four congregations in one Parish, unique in the deanery. Our three
churches are St Breoke, Egloshayle and St Conan; each has its unique history and
situation within the Parish. Our fourth congregation meets in the John Betjeman
Centre. You can read more about them later on in the profile. Together they
embrace both the town and rural settings.
As church in Wadebridge, our venues
enable us to offer different worship styles
to meet the needs of diverse worshippers
at various times during the week. Our
worship varies from BCP to more
contemporary, guitar-led worship. We
particularly enjoy taking our worship
outside during our Wadebridge Outdoor
Worship to witness to holidaymakers and
those passing by.
We believe that we are being called by God to do a new thing as church; to be church
in a different way. We seek to engage with the wider community and share with them
our hopes and dreams for the future through sharing the gospel and showing the love
of Christ in this place. We’ve been both challenged and inspired by these verses from
Isaiah.

Isaiah 43:18-19 (NIV – UK)
18 ‘Forget the former things;
do not dwell on the past.
19 See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not
perceive it?
I am making a way in the
wilderness
and streams in the wasteland.
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our vision for the parish
Our vision is to build and develop our

While we respect our history and the

existing foundation of work with

things that have gone before we are

children and young people

looking for someone who will lead us

established through our Open the

forward on the next exciting stage in

Book teams and other schools' work.

our journey.

We also recognise the considerable
opportunity to engage with visitors
during the summer, some 300,000 of
whom pass through the town on the
Camel Trail.

We are seeking someone who can
help us discern where the Holy Spirit is
leading us in this season, to take the
church forward in new and creative
ways. If you are someone who is

Our prayer is that we can point the
way for everyone in Wadebridge to
encounter Jesus, regardless of
whether they are here for days or
decades.

prepared to embrace the
opportunities and shares the
excitement of what we could become
through growing our church family,
then you could be the answer to our
prayers.

someone who

Has experience of
leading and
working

Can equip us for

collaboratively

growing our
church family,
encouraging

Can facilitate change and

spiritual growth

achieve this by working

and discipleship

through others

Above all you'll bring a
pastoral heart to all you do.
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you won't be on your own
We can offer you the support of a paid administrator, a treasurer and a
property manager to assist in the running of the parish, in addition to two
readers, a retired clergyperson and the pastoral care team. We have
dedicated and active churchwardens and many willing volunteers who
organise and run events within church and throughout the community. As
for accommodation, a new parsonage is being purchased – details to follow
soon!
You’ll need to be up for a challenge and certainly have a sense of humour. If
you could bring the memory of an elephant and the hide of a rhinoceros
then we’d welcome you to the party.

If, after reading
this, you feel that
God is calling you to
join the community
here, do come and
visit us –
we’d be delighted to
meet you.

05

welcome to wadebridge
Wadebridge nestles at the inland end of the Camel River estuary, at the first (or
last!) point where the river can be crossed via the famous ‘Bridge on Wool’ dating
back to the 15th century. A former market town, Wadebridge is known for the
Camel Trail. This cycle route, which follows the line of the former railway, runs
alongside the estuary between Wadebridge and Padstow and through the
wooded river valley between Wadebridge and Bodmin. With St Breock Downs to
the south, Bodmin Moor to the east and some of the most spectacular beaches in
Cornwall to the west, the town sits at the heart of beautiful and enriching
landscape; a place where one can draw close to God.
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Travelling around the parish and between worship centres by car is straightforward,
barring the odd encounter with a tractor. For those who enjoy cycling or wish to
improve their fitness levels, getting around by bike (powered or otherwise) is
equally realistic.
Truro, the county town and home to the Cathedral and Diocesan office is about 45
minutes away. Plymouth, Exeter and the M5 can be reached in just over an hour.
There are regular train services to Bristol and London from Bodmin Parkway station
(30 minutes) while Newquay Airport (30 minutes) offers flights to London, the North
East and overseas destinations.
HISTORICALLY, THE TOWN WAS
FOUNDED ON FARMING AND
REMAINS THE HUB FOR THE
SURROUNDING RURAL AREAS
WHICH MAKE UP THE MAIN
PART OF THE PARISH. MUCH
LOCAL PRODUCE CAN BE FOUND
AT THE COUNTRY MARKET IN
THE TOWN HALL EVERY
THURSDAY AND WITH MAINLY
INDEPENDENT SHOPS IN THE
CENTRE OF TOWN YOU CAN BUY
ANYTHING YOU NEED (EVEN IF
YOU DIDN’T REALISE YOU
NEEDED IT!).
THERE ARE INDUSTRIAL UNITS
AT THE EDGE OF TOWN,
HOWEVER MUCH OF THE
ECONOMY IS BASED ON
TOURISM. AS A RESULT, YOU
ARE SPOILT FOR CHOICE WHEN
IT COMES TO EATERIES –
RESTAURANTS, PUBS, CAFES
ABOUND FROM WHICH YOU CAN
TAKE YOUR PICK.
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you are
here....

PARISH BOUNDARY

St Mary's
at JBC

Egloshayle
Church

St Breoke
Church
St Conan's
Church
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our churches & worship centres
EGLOSHAYLE CHURCH

This is seen as the visible church within the
Parish; civic services are held here. There is
an active bell-ringers group, who ring the
full peal of 8 bells most Sundays.
The Church is currently undergoing a
phased re-ordering. Recent refurbishments
include toilets and disabled access
together with a level seating area next to a
new servery.
The church remains open to visitors daily
throughout the year.

Egloshayle Church is a Grade 1
listed church, dating from the
13th but built mainly in the
15th century. In Cornish, ‘eglos’
means church and ‘hayle’,
estuary; true to its name the
church is located on the Camel
Estuary approximately 1 mile
from the town centre.
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ST BREOKE CHURCH

St Breoke Church is a Grade 2 listed
church, built in the 13th century. It is
located beside a stream in a small hamlet
below the Royal Cornwall showground
approximately 1.5 miles from the town
centre.
Its picturesque setting makes it a popular venue
for weddings and its history and heritage attract
those undertaking genealogical research. Many
visitors comment on its spiritual ambience.
The church is open to visitors most days
throughout the year.
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ST CONAN'S CHURCH

St Conan's is a small 19th century church located on
the main road between Bodmin and Wadebridge,
about 4 miles from Wadebridge Town Centre.
Built originally to serve the needs of the Pencarrow
estate, St Conan’s has some quirky features, such as
an ancient font and the only stained glass window
dedicated to Constantine in Cornwall.

JOHN BETJEMAN CENTRE

The John Betjeman Centre,
run by Concern Wadebridge,
is sited in the main building
of the old railway station at
Wadebridge, in the centre of
town. A congregation meets
to worship here on most
Sundays. It lends itself to a
more informal style of
worship.
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patterns of worship
SUNDAY WORSHIP
1ST SUNDAY

8:30 AM St Breoke
Said Holy Communion Common Worship
10:30 AM Egloshayle Sung Holy Communion with choir Common Worship
2ND SUNDAY
8:30 AM St Conan
10:30 AM JBC
10:30 AM Egloshayle
6:00 PM St Breoke

Sung Holy Communion BCP
Informal Holy Communion Common Worship
Worship Together Service of the Word using more contemporary music
Wholeness and Healing Contemplative Common Worship every 2 months

3RD SUNDAY

8:30 AM St Breoke Said Holy Communion Common Worship
10:30 AM Egloshayle Sung Holy Communion with choir Common Worship
10:30 AM JBC
Memory Friendly Worship Churches Together in Wadebridge with
Wadebridge Memory Cafe
4TH SUNDAY
8:30 AM St Conan
Sung Holy Communion BCP
10:30 AM JBC
Informal Holy Communion Common Worship
10:30 AM Egloshayle Worship Together Service of the Word using more contemporary music

5TH SUNDAY

10:30 AM Egloshayle

United Parish Service usually Holy Communion Common Worship

WEEKLY WEEKDAY WORSHIP
TUESDAY

8:30 AM

Egloshayle Morning Prayer

WEDNESDAY

10:30 AM

THURSDAY

Egloshayle

8:30 AM

St Breoke

Morning Prayer

FRIDAY

Said Holy Communion
4:00 PM St Conan
Common worship

Evening Prayer

JBC - St Mary's at The John Betjeman Centre
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as a parish
Open the Book.
School Assemblies
Experience Easter

what else we do

Experience Harvest
School carol services
(5 per annum)
Live Nativity
Thy Kingdom Come
Palm Sunday
activities/procession
House group(s)
Concerts
Craft Fayre
Egloshayle Garden
Society events
Rummage Sales
Choir
Bellringers
Harvest festival & Barn
Dance
Remembrance Sunday
Civic services
Christmas Fayre
Christmas Wreath
Festival
Rogation walk
Pet blessing service
Wholeness and
healing
Tower tours
Teddy Bear Parachute
jump
Advent Carol service
Carol Service
Christmas Day lunch
Raffles
100 club
WOW services –
Wadebridge Outdoor
Worship
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as churches together in
wadebridge

Memory Friendly Worship
Foodbank
United covenant service
with Methodist church
Week of prayer for Christian
unity joint service
Lent Lunches
Lent Study groups
Good Friday Walk of
Witness
Easter Dawn service

Churches Together in Wadebridge is an
important part of who we are. We work
with our friends from the Wadebridge
Methodists, Wadebridge Christian Centre
and St Michael’s Catholic Church in
these joint activities. We also work closely
with the Creationfest team who are
based in the town.

Kids Holiday club
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Parish information
Data from 2011 census or Parish Statistics for Mission dashboard 2017

population 7869
Second homes = 20%
It is the intention to
build an additional
1,200 houses in the
Parish before 2030.
Planning permission
has been granted for
over 600 to date.

75 + yrs
12%

0-15 yrs
15%

60-75 yrs
20%

Household Mobility:
Access to at least 1 car or van =82%.

15-30 yrs
15%

30-45 yrs
18%

45-60 yrs
20%

AGE PROFILE
POPULATION
7869

households
2762
Owner
Occupiers

674
Private
Rented

488
Social
Rented
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EMPLOYMENT:

RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:

IN RECEIPT OF KEY
OUT-OF-WORK
BENEFITS = 9%
PARISH DEPRIVATION
RANK (IMD, 2015):
4902

CHRISTIAN = 62%,
NON-CHRISTIAN 1%
EASTER DAY
ATTENDANCE = 164
CHRISTMAS
ATTENDANCE = 675

(1=most deprived parish in the Church of England,
12,500=least deprived)

in this parish

During 2017, we held:
13 BAPTISMS
16 MARRIAGES
35 FUNERALS

8 C O N F I R M A T I O N S (2017 & 2018)
Usual Sunday attendance, 2008-17

125

100

ELPOEP FO REBMUN

75

50

25

0

2008

2009

2010

2011

Adults

2012

2013

2014

Children

2015

2016

2017

16

ELECTORAL ROLL, 2008-17
Electoral roll 2018: 139
Electoral roll 2019: 105
(electoral roll renewal 2013 & 2019)
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FINANCE RETURNS:

Parish Income = £109,018.
Parish Expenditure = £114,738
Planned Giving = £35,880.
(We use PGS)
Weekly average planned
giving per planned giver =
£9.70
Number of planned givers = 71

The Parish MMF
contributions for the last 3
years were:
2016 £60,201
2017 £62,989
2018 £66,140
All of which have been met.
The current year`s level has
been set at £66,140.

The Parish is expecting to sell a parcel of land and will need help in
discerning how best to use the money in stewardship to benefit ministry and
mission in the parish.
The Accounts and Annual Report for the year ended December 2018 are
available at www.wadebridgeparish.org.uk/home/whats-on/parish-news/
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wadebridge life
Wadebridge is a great
place to live (well, we live
here so naturally we’re
biased)! There is a thriving
community in the Parish
which is underpinned by
two primary and one
secondary school, all rated
good in their most recent
Ofsted inspections. There
are sporting opportunities
to suit all tastes, a leisure
centre with swimming
pool and cinema. Many
Wadebridge residents take
advantage of the Camel
Trail to walk or cycle along
the beautiful Camel
estuary, while others
choose to walk the variety
of trails and footpaths that
meet in Wadebridge.
Music is important – there
are several singing and
choral groups as well as
the town band. The
carnival and bike lights
festival let everyone show
their creative talents.

Life in Wadebridge isn’t
just restricted to what
happens in town. The
Royal Cornwall Show, the
county’s major
agricultural show, is held
just outside the town
over three days in June.
The Churches Together
in Cornwall tent offers a
warm welcome to all
show-goers and a
welcome cuppa as well.
Wadebridge also hosts
the Cornwall Folk Festival
over August Bank holiday
weekend, with musicmaking and
entertainments spilling
out onto the streets. This
year, the Cornwall
Garden Society moved
its Spring Flower show to
the Royal Cornwall
showground. Regular
antiques fairs are held
here throughout the year
as well.
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wadebridge life

YOU CAN BE ASSURED OF A WARM
WELCOME IN WADEBRIDGE.
THOSE WHO LIVE IN THE PARISH
COMMENT ABOUT THE SENSE OF
COMMUNITY AND THE FACT THAT
PEOPLE LOOK OUT FOR EACH
OTHER, EVER READY TO REACH
OUT AND OFFER A CHAT OVER
COFFEE TOGETHER WITH A
HELPING HAND.
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helpful links

A few places where you can find more information which may be
of use!
PARISH AND DIOCESE

Parish website
Parish Facebook
Parish Twitter
Truro Diocese

ABOUT WADEBRIDGE

Wadebridge Town Council

Wadebridge Cricket Club

Wadebridge School (secondary)

Wadebridge Tennis Club

St Breock Primary School

Camhayle Theatre Club

Wadebridge Primary Academy

Rotary Club of Wadebridge

Concern Wadebridge

The Regal Cinema Wadebridge

What's On Wadebridge

Wadebridge Foodbank

Love Wadebridge Facebook
Sports and activities in Wadebridge

Wadebridge Christian Centre
Wadebridge Methodist Church

Wadebridge Camels RFC

Creationfest

North Cornwall Dragons Swim Club

St Michael's Catholic Church

Wadebridge Town AFC

THE PARISH OF ST BREOKE & EGLOSHAYLE IN WADEBRIDGE
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facebook.com/WadebridgeParish
twitter.com/posbew
instagram.com/info.wadebridgeparish/

