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Bircle Church is here to be with Christ at the heart of the community, strengthened by our worship and 
mutual care. 
 

 
Heavenly Father, who sent your Spirit to be the light and life of your church, inspire us to find ways to 
be with Christ at the heart of our community, for Jesus’ sake. Amen 
 
 
St John the Baptist Church is situated in a semi-rural location with a traditional low church worshiping 
style.  We serve a relatively small but diverse population with an enthusiastic and committed team to 
contribute to the provision of Christian worship for all ages.  Our Patron is the Rector of Middleton and 
the other two churches we have shared a minister with, have the Rector of Bury as their patron. 
 
Our Parish Audit identified likeability and open friendliness and a good listener as essential qualities in a 
vicar for a wide community appeal and we strongly desire such qualities in our next vicar.   
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The parish of St John the Baptist, Bircle serves 
two distinct areas to the north-east of Bury Town 
centre. 
 

 
The hamlet of Birtle in the Borough of Rochdale 
and 
an area either side of the B6222 (Rochdale Old 
Road) including Fairfield, Fairfield Hospital, Bury 
Hospice, Topping Fold Estate and part of 
Chesham Fold Estate in the Borough of Bury. 
 

 
 
St John the Baptist church is situated on the 
northern side of the B6222 and is surrounded by 
a mixture of farms, tracks and unadopted roads. 
Developments of old rural and then industrial 
housing pepper the area and date back several 
hundred years. Later housing groups close to the 
road were built in the 1930s and later 
developments in the 1960s and 1970s 
 
 

 
Old stone terraced housing and public houses 
line the road punctuated by later developments 
leading off from both sides of the main road. 
 

 
In addition to the grave-yard and garden of 
remembrance Church property includes an area 
now known as ‘Bircle Church Wood’ which was 
gifted by the Reverend Trend Smith in his will to 
his successor and three men of the 
congregation.  The Trust Deed regarding this is 
held at Church House 
 

 
Historical Places of interest include Kirk Rock 
(pictured above) where it is believed, from 
accounts in the Journals of Methodist Minister 
John Wesley, that he preached to the people of 
the area 
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Boaredge Barn (above) is one of the oldest 
buildings in Birtle, dating back to 1560. Next to 
the barn is the old hangman’s tree. 

 
Jericho Workhouse opened in 1857 with 400 
inmates and a separate 60 bed hospital. It was 
closed 1948, becoming Fairfield General 
Hospital. Bircle also has a strong history of 
cotton and coal mining industries and these are 
recollected in the book ‘The Vanishing Parish’ by 
the Rev. Arthur Dobb (former Vicar of St John 
the Baptist Church) published in 1967. 
 

 
Bircle church nestles close to the Church Inn 
illustrated above and we work closely together 
both in terms of sharing car parking and 
warnings of events where they may experience 
a large influx of customers.   
 
Overall, we have 3 Public Houses within Bircle 
all that serve food – The Church Inn, The Pack 

Horse Inn and The Pavilion.  On the main road 
are other public houses and restaurants. 

 

 
Birtle Brook Village 
The Pavilion is part of the Birtle Brook 
development; a retirement village for those over 
the age of 55years.  

 
The Pavilion Restaurant 
 
Within the parish we have a Petrol station which 
also serves as the local shop selling stamps due 
to the closure of Fairfield Post Office. 
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Within the farming community recent societal 
changes have forced some out of dairy cattle 
and sheep, moving to horses and setting up 
large livery yards.  Just off Elbut lane is the Birtle 
Riding Centre 
 
The parish population in 2001 was 3,800 
reducing to approximately 3,700 in the year of 
2011.  The population is made up as follows: 
 
0 – 4 years represent 6% of the population 
5 – 15 years represent 12% of the population 
16 – 64 years represent 66%of the population 
65+ group represents 16% of the population 

 
 
The Parish includes 
one other church – 
Jericho Methodist 
Church situated at the 
corner of the main 
road and Elbut Lane. 
This year we joined 
together to go Carol 
singing just before 
Christmas. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Horse riders form a significant part of our 
community. 
 

 
The Parish of St John the Baptist serves a 
diverse community and we welcome all and seek 
to meet their equally diverse needs. 
 
 

 
 
St John the Baptist Church was built in the 19th 
century and the first Vicar is listed as 
commencing his ministry at Bircle in the year of 
1846. 
 
The picture on the front page depicts the 
beautiful east window designed by Thomas 
Willement, 1786 – 1871. One of the panels has 
his signature, a popular feature for visitors to 
seek out. 
 

In the chancel we 
have 4 pieces of 

‘Mouseman’ 
furniture made by 
Robert Thompson.  
His trademark 
mouse carving can 
be seen on each 
piece 
 
Our approximate 
seating capacity is 
for 90 people but 
this can be 
extended when 
required.   
 
 
Our last 

Quinquennial inspection was carried out in 2017 
and listed deterioration of the roof and coping 
stones.  There is visible damp underneath this 
area inside the church.   
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Upstairs room for Sunday School or for hire. 

 
 
We also need to refurbish our church pathways 
in order to create a disabled access point.  Our 
Parish Audit listed this as one of the church 
problems for all those with any kind of mobility 
impairment including those pushing wheelchairs 
and buggies. 
 
In order to improve our pathways, we would also 
need to move back and replace a dry-stone wall 
that has ‘bulged out’ onto the path preventing 
easy access to a suitable disable parking bay. 
 
The total cost estimate for all of the work was 
£124,000.  However, it will be necessary to carry 
out the work in stages, the roof repair being the 
priority. 
 

 
 
The Grant Application team has begun making 
applications for grants and have recently been 
awarded a sum of £10,000 from the Diocese 
towards the cost. We are at stage 2 in our 
application to Viridor and we await their decision. 
We have previously made successful 
applications for grants both large and small from 
a number of other sources. 
 

 
Bulging wall 

 
 

Proposed 
disabled parking 
area  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

We are geographically closest to St Pauls.  
Sadly, St Pauls Church was converted into a 
number of apartments but the congregation 
continues to worship in the school hall of St 
Paul’s Primary School building.  Our Vicar used 
to provide ministerial duties to this congregation 
which was a very suitable arrangement given the 
geographical proximity of both churches.  This, 
however, ceased when he also became Vicar of 
St Thomas’ Church, Pimhole Road, Bury BL9 
7EY and St Peters Church, Saint Peters Road, 
Bury BL9 9QZ. 
 
We currently have 64 people on our electoral roll 
with two Church wardens, both who live within 
the parish.  These are: Lesley Gough and Carol 
Collins 
 
To assist the church wardens, we have 4 
deputies: Carol Hesketh, Sam Coker, Sheila 
Frain and Lynn Whitehead. 
 
Parochial Church Council members are:  Church 
wardens Carol Collins and Lesley Gough, PCC 
Secretary Tina West, Lay Chair and Deanery 
Synod Rep David Miller, Treasurer Alison 
Gardiner, Sheila Frain, Sam Coker and Meg 
Bolton. 
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In addition, we have a team of: 
Authorised Lay Ministers (ALM’s) Andy 
Gardiner, Sheila Frain, and Barbara Cooper 
 
The last Stewardship campaign (Spring 2018) 
focused not only on the financial aspects but also 
on the giving of skills and time.  This resulted in 
many more people volunteering to take on roles 
and responsibilities within the church such as: 
 
People to Meet and greet attendees  
Lay Eucharist Assistants 
Events team 
Gardening team 
Welcome Space team 
Stay & Play helpers. 
 

 
Flower Arrangers 
 
Sunday school teachers 
Sides people 
Keyboard assistants 
Prayers 
 

 
People who read the 
service readings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Most people are now donating within the ‘Gift 
Aid’ system which has made a welcome addition 
to church funds. 
 
At Bircle we currently publish a Newsletter every 
quarter and this is delivered to all houses in the 
Parish by a number of dedicated volunteers.  We 
secured a donation from a local business man to 

pay for the printing.  We also print posters to 
advertise each of our events and fund-raising 
activities and display them in various locations 
throughout the parish. 
 
 

Our Services 
 
Our Service content is displayed on the church 
screen sited above the pulpit to ensure clear 
visibility for all congregational members. 
 
We currently have one regular weekly service. 
Morning worship is held on 1st and 3rd Sundays 
at 9.30am. Communion services are every 2nd 
and 4th Sundays in the month at 9.30am. There 
is an average weekly attendance of 38 adults 
and 12 children and young people under 16.  
A Sunday School is provided in an upper room. 
 
In the last twelve months there were 5 Baptisms, 
5 Confirmations, 1 marriage and 10 Funerals. 
 
In the year 2018, the Easter communicants were 
40 and the Christmas communicants were 37. 
 
We also have a communal supper in church on 
the Thursday evening before the Good Friday 
service in the morning. 
 

 
Additionally, we arrange alternative types of 
worship. On Easter Sunday we have a Sunrise 
Service in the open air in the grounds of the Birtle 
Village close to the lake. 
 
Celtic Praise and Taize services also take place 
periodically throughout the year. 
 
Our grounds are managed by our gardening 
team and more recently we have developed a 
very good working relationship with the 
Community Payback Team.  They attend weekly 
and carry out some of the more strenuous tasks 
such as strimming all the grass around the 
graves and pathways, cleaning the paths and 
weeding all the difficult areas.  In bad weather, 
especially in winter time,  we managed to find 
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them tasks inside the church. This relationship 
has borne much fruit with many coming into our 
church who have never before entered a church 
and also coming in for warmth and welcome 
refreshments. Their manager now attends our 
social and fund-raising events.   
 
 

 
Being at the ‘heart of our community’ is at the 
core of our all our church activities.  We have a 
committed and enthusiastic events committee 
that arranges a busy calendar of events 
throughout the year for all in the community to 
enjoy. 

 
Church picnic 

 
Our church now hosts a keep fit class for mature 
individuals.  It is run by a local qualified personal 
trainer. 
 
Our church runs two fetes each year - Spring and 
Christmas - and a music evening. Last year we 
enjoyed a performance by a cello player who 
grew up in this area.  We also hold a church 
picnic and a presentation on a popular topic. We 
regularly take part in the Heritage Trail, opening 
our church to all with interesting topics on 
display. The team arranging this have carried out 
extensive research to identify all those from the 
locality who gave their lives in the world wars, 
their pictures and history displayed for all to see 
and read about.  Last year the topic was Bury 
Union Workhouse - an expert provided an 

interesting sold-out evening presentation and we 
had 150 visitors over the weekend.   
 
We have provided a number of services at 
Bridge House, our local home for the elderly.  
The most recent were a Service of 
Remembrance and a Carol Service.  These were 
welcomed by the residents who were able to ask 
us to sing their favourite Carols. 

 
 
Every Monday the church is open as part of the 
‘Welcome Space’ organisation.  All are welcome 
for free tea and coffee and thanks to our many 
enthusiastic bakers there is also cake on offer 
most of the time.  We also advertise our ‘Stay 
and Play’ sessions, again free of charge with 
refreshments on offer. 
 
The Pack Horse Inn situated on Elbut Lane hosts 
the charity Happi Dayz which we work closely 
with to put on events for the community. 
 
The Happi Dayz Charity organise a Scarecrow 
competition which has become a great attraction 
for visitors over the years.  The Church always 
makes a scarecrow to enter the competition with 
a biblical message that fits in with the topic 
selected for the event that year. 

 
The competition was frequently judged by our 
Vicar, Rev Gordon Joyce, bringing Bircle church 
very much into the ‘Heart of the community.’ As 
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last year’s winner we will choose the next topic 
for the scarecrows to represent and, therefore, 
we cannot win.  However, we will be submitting 
our entry as usual.  
 

 
 
The ‘Art Group’ pictured above is open to all who 
want to attend and share a common interest in 
‘Art and Craft.’ The picture above depicts the 
group making poppies for the Remembrance 
Service.  They make a wide range of items for 
personal use or for sale at the Church Fete, 
raising over £200 at the last fete. 
 

 
 
We have close links with the local primary 
school. Although a non-denominational school, 
our vicar has provided a popular monthly 
assembly and we would want this to continue. 
The school uses the church for class visits and 
the church supports the school’s curriculum 
whenever it can (for example, providing WW1 
and Work House materials). Church volunteers 
run an afterschool club at the school. Bircle 
church’s largest attendance each year is at the 
school’s Christmas Nativity.   
 

 
We work with Topping Fold Community Centre, 
lending our support when this was under threat 
of closure.  The library which used to run from 
this building has now closed down but the 
community centre has remained open after 
much work to keep the facility operational.   
In the New Year we are joining together for a 
‘litter pick.’   
 

 
Bury Hospice is quite close to Bircle Church and 
we support them in any way we can with fund 
raising activities. 
 

 
 
The largest employer within the area is Fairfield 
General Hospital. We enjoy close working 
relationships with Bernadette the local 
undertaker. 
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Horses are an integral part of Birtle community. 
 

 
Two members of our church are coordinators for 
a ‘Contact the Elderly’ group. We have a number 
of volunteers who act as ‘hosts’ for the tea 
parties and others act as drivers and helpers.  
Attending a ‘Contact the Elderly’ tea party could 
well be the only social contact for an elderly 
person that week. 
 
 

 
Our Vision Statement: A Christ centred church, 
a growing congregation, thriving children’s and 
youth work, serving the community and with an 
adaptable building. 

 
As we look to the future, we want a vicar who will 
help us to develop a unity within our diverse 
community and support important links already 
established.  We would also want our vicar to 
encourage, promote, and build activities to 
attract children and young people so that they 
remain part of the church community as they 
grow. 
 
We will be reviewing and updating our Mission 
Action Plan in the coming months. 

 
We are looking for a vicar who is able to relate 
spirituality to today’s world, for a wider appeal 
and greater understanding of God’s purpose for 
us all. 

 
We hope that our new vicar will be open to a 
variety of worship outside the Sunday services; 
for example, Taize and Celtic praise  
 
When the Rev Gordon Joyce joined our church 
community, he rekindled our fire and we would 
love our new vicar to keep that fire burning in our 
hearts. 
 

 
 

 
One of the many local footpaths and bridle paths 

 
Making chickens to support Francis House 
cream egg appeal 
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Musical evening – one of our many events 

 
Birtle Brook Lodge 
 

 
Christmas at Bircle Church 

 
The Rhyddings 

 
 

 
Janet selling cakes at our Spring Fair 
 

 
Beautiful Birtle! 
 

 
Winnie selling the Birtle calendars  
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