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If you are interested in exploring this job further please ring:
Rev’d Tim Montgomery, Director of Mission in Wigan on 07985 290493
or The Ven. Jennifer McKenzie, Archdeacon of Wigan & West Lancashire
(07464 548015)

Summary
The Diocese of Liverpool wants to be a bigger church to make a bigger difference. We can
become a bigger church through multiplying congregations; through creating new, fresh
expressions of church; through working out in our context what it means to be Disciples of
Christ.
Being a bigger church is not enough. We want to make a bigger difference through our
social action; through our relationships with the wider community; through being a
meaningful presence in people lives. We want to encourage those who are hearing God’s call
on their lives to explore their vocation. We do this because we want to better serve Christ
and enable others to know him.
Our bishops and clergy share this vision and want to see it worked out locally through
strong devolved Deanery mission planning, which led to the development of the
‘Transforming Wigan’, a Church of England Strategic Development Project aiming ‘to turn
around the mission and financial strength of the deanery of Wigan.’
Transforming Wigan is a cultural change movement reshaping the way we are ‘being’
church and ‘doing’ church in Wigan. Our vision is to enable one-in-ten people in Wigan to be
on a discipleship journey with Jesus.
Our strategy is to make and grow disciples of Jesus nurtured in local Worship Communities,
led and resourced in area hubs, and held together as one Church Wigan. This means
refreshing the communities of disciples we already have and planting new fresh expressions
of worship, fellowship and connection.
We are half-way through the project period and have a core group of leaders – the Guiding
Coalition – helping shape and lead the change. The vast majority of our current churches
are engaged in exploring the change journey and working out their part in it for the growing
future. In October 2018, the Bishop of Liverpool and his Planning Officer presented the draft
Pastoral Scheme and Scoping Document to the Deanery Synod to create a new structure
that will better serve our purpose in the future.

Hub Leadership in the Central Hub
A new Parish-Hub in the Transforming Wigan movement, offering an opportunity lead by
equipping, encouraging, enabling and releasing others into their gifts and ministries. A role
for a leader with a radical personal vision and call for making and growing disciples and the
humility to trust fully in God, working collaboratively in a team, reliant on the power of the
Holy Spirit working in and through them. Hub Leaders have the desire to love and serve our
traditional church communities on mission and a passion for connecting the unchurched with
the discipleship journey. Hub Leaders need lion-hearts, rhinoceros-skin, and a good sense of
humour!
This new post is for someone who can join the Church Wigan Leadership Team with specific
responsibility for leading collaboratively with the Associate Hub Leader in growing this Hub.

Central Hub
The Central Hub has been formed from the journey of five parishes moving beyond the
limitations of existing structures to be a bigger church making a bigger difference. Working
together as one hub by building up relationships, growing leaders and seeking to engage
with their communities they are moving towards becoming a new Parish-Hub.
The Central Hub shares the Transforming Wigan
vision to see 1 in 10 people to be on a journey
of discipleship with Jesus by 2022. The new
approach to extending the Kingdom of God in
our communities is best explained under the
name ‘The Hub’: an image of movement with
connecting spokes reaching outwards from the
core. The Hub is not a building, just as the
church is not a building. The Hub is a space of
leadership and vision, a resource for sending
disciples out in mission, and a servant and
partner of other organisations to make a bigger
difference. ‘Hub’ is our methodology it will also
become a structural reality by January 2020
through forming a one parish from St Andrew
Springfield, St Anne Beech Hill, St Catharine
Scholes, Christ Church Ince, St Mary Lower
Ince. The deanery of Wigan will become a Single
Benefice Team made up of seven parishes
(Hubs). Our priority is to make and grow disciples. The three key aims are to renew the
faith of the disciples in Wigan, to re-orientate Church in Wigan to be missional, and to revive
the spiritual heart of Wigan through the church of disciples living out their faith every day in
the power of the Holy Spirit.
Transforming Wigan has given the Central Hub the permission to try new mission initiatives,
the resources to refresh our inherited worship communities, and the impetus to plant new
worshipping communities.
The Central Hub has a strong culture of collaboration, sharing in mission, and creating new
opportunities to show God’s love. We are praying for a new Hub Leader with vision and
energy to take us forward with God on this journey. A leader who feels called to Wigan. A
team player who will build up others, who is creative and courageous when tough decisions
need to be made and tenderly cares for the disadvantaged. Someone with good oversight of
the whole Hub and who will be supported by the Hub Leadership Team, our lay ministers
and our worship communities.

Worship Communities
St Andrew’s Springfield is welcoming church family of all
ages with two Local Missional Leaders, a director of music
and robed choir who worship within the central tradition.
Sunday worship is varied and includes a thriving Café
Church, Family Holy Communion, Morning Worship, and

Holy Communion. Children’s work on Sundays ‘Andy’s Kids’ takes place in the Parish Centre.
The average Sunday attendance at Café church is 55, Holy Communion 80, Morning Prayer
60.
St Anne’s Beech Hill is traditional church of committed
faithful people. Director of music and small choir with
good voices. Worship is alternates between Eucharistic
and lay-led. Children’s work takes place the prayer
chapel during the morning service. The average Sunday
attendance is 43.
St Catharine’s Scholes is a welcoming family church in
the ‘low-church’ tradition. Experimenting with new forms
of worship with
monthly breakfast
café church and ‘Seekers’ on a Sunday afternoon.
The average Sunday attendance is 40.

Christ Church Ince is a welcoming family church of
Evangelical tradition
with a mixture of ages.
Mix of traditional and
contemporary informal
worship. Average
Sunday attendance 60.
St Mary’s Lower Ince is a traditional church who worship in
the central tradition. Average of 20 people.
Stay Play Eat was started in the Summer holidays 2018 with
a team from across the Central Hub in conjunction with ‘Fur
Clempt’ - the Real Junk Food Project. It was open to anyone in
the community to play, make crafts and to have lunch together.
A shop was available for anyone to take food for free or ‘to-pay-as-you-feel’. Stay Play Eat
engaged many new people and fed 291 children and 186 adults who may have gone hungry
over the summer. There is great potential here to engage with our community at Beech Hill
and there is a vision to rebuild the tired community centre with interest of partnership in a
redeveloped space from our Local Councillors, Bookcycle, and others.
Schools Ministry development is a key focus for the Central Hub. There are four church
primary schools and a high school in Wigan
Central Hub, some with very strong links and
established work. The potential for
development in others and the vision for new
worshipping communities in schools could be
best realised by appointing a Schools Worker
in the future.
Alpha has been very successful in enabling
people to come to faith, to refresh their faith

and to begin a discipleship journey with Jesus. Central Hub has run Alpha for two years
together. In 2017 at St Andrews Parish Centre 42 people attended. In autumn 2018 Alpha
ran at Christ Church Ince and the group joining the Wigan-wide Holy Spirit Away Day with
180 guests from across the seven hubs.
Men’s Group features as many as 30 men attending different events, meeting on a
monthly basis. Events have included a talk on the Holy Land, Curry nights, Golf, and a visit
to Liverpool Cathedral.
Sunshine House is a Wigan Borough community centre in Scholes where a monthly Holy
Communion Service is held and Christmas and Easter Services are also held within the
centre.

The context: parish setting
The Central Hub almost encircles the town
centre of Wigan and features many of the
suburbs that flow from the town centre.
Most of the Central Hub would be classed as
an urban priority area with parts of the hub
being more prosperous. Ince, Scholes and
Beech Hill have estates with multi-index
deprivation and there is the opportunity to
work alongside community organisations to
help be part of their transformation.
The Hub is made up of traditional
communities of Wigan with a strong sense of place, but with an increasing desire to work
together for God’s mission. A key aspect of the Central Hub is the four Church primary
schools, two community schools and one secondary academy. There is great potential to
develop worship communities in the schools. The Hub has four Parish Halls with varying
amount of use, each an opportunity to engage with the local communities.

Accommodation
The parsonage for the post is in Ince and it is a good sized,
modern 4 bedroom vicarage with study, downstairs toilet,
lounge, dining room and kitchen. Mature and well-looked
after garden with a good sized driveway.

Additional information
Wigan has good bus, train and road links to local towns, and to both Liverpool and
Manchester. It is close to the motorway, with the Lake District, North Wales and the Peak
District each just over an hour away.

Your ministry with us
The Diocese of Liverpool is an exciting, challenging
and stimulating place to be. We serve a wide mix of
communities in urban, rural and town parishes. We are
innovative, seeking new ways to further God’s mission
while respecting cherished traditions.
Pick up a copy of our profile or visit the website for
more information.
www.liverpool.anglican.org
facebook.com/LiverpoolDiocese
twitter.com/LivDiocese

