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Welcome to the profiles of Emmanuel Church and St John the
Evangelist, Southport…
Thank you for your interest in the worship, ministry and
mission in our parishes in Southport. We would like to invite
you, in the following pages, to consider whether we might be
the parishes for which God is calling you.
As you consider our profiles, we pray that the Holy Spirit may
be opening your mind to the opportunities for mission and
ministry here.
September 2018

A Message from Revd Rebecca Clarke Team Rector North Meols and Revd Chris Gregory Curate
As you begin to read through the parish profiles we would encourage you to pray and discern
as to whether God is calling you to come and serve him here at St John's Crossens and
Emmanuel Southport.
The time is ripe for mission and outreach within the parishes and to build on a good foundation
of faithful service and prayer both at St John's and Emmanuel where prayer, worship and
service has been offered to God for many generations and continues to this day.
This is a challenging post; a new venture for both churches and communities but also it is full of
exciting possibilities.
Please be assured of our prayers as you consider and prayer through your response to the
parish profiles.
Is God calling you to come and join us here?
Rebecca and Chris

The Person We Want Will
-

Be an excellent teacher and preacher
Be a spiritual person who will be comfortable engaging with the
wider community and especially younger people
Encourage and enable lay people
Be an excellent communicator
Be an enthusiastic, energetic and discerning leader
Have the abilities and character "to make a difference"
Lead us as we build up the Church within the parish
Be committed to working with people of all ages
Be open to introducing new styles of services to attract new
members to our congregations
Lead and inspire our prayer life
Have a living faith with a passion for transforming lives/making
disciples
Rebuild relationship with the uniformed organisations
Develop links with local schools
Discern people’s gifts and help to develop them
Attract new people of all ages to our congregation
Take time for pastoral care
Have a willingness to delegate and share the work load

What We Can Offer
-

A warm welcome from our Church family
Enthusiastic Wardens, Readers and PCC
A small but dedicated band of volunteers
An openness to new opportunities and a willingness to
embrace the changes needed to take us forward

-

A large, well maintained church building which offers scope for reordering to cater for changing demands
A commitment to support you in your personal relationship with God
as you lead, guide and walk with us
Two churches willing to work together and to support each other and
the new incumbent

-
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Summary of the Profile
The profile is for a post split between Emmanuel Church and St
John’s Church. St John’s Church is part of the North Meols team;
Emmanuel is not part of the team. The Emmanuel PCC has agreed
that, following your appointment, discussions should begin about
Emmanuel Church becoming a formal part of the North Meols
team. In the interim it is expected that you will spend sufficient
time on Emmanuel Church activities, in conjunction with the North
Meols team, to cover the weekly services at Emmanuel Church
together with pastoral care of the parish. Emmanuel Church
vicarage is being sold and you will live in the St John Vicarage;
more information can be found later in the St John profile.

4.00 pm and 6.30 pm. In addition we hold a said Holy Communion
(BCP) on Wednesday (10.30 am) and Bible study and prayer
meetings.
We are well known within the local community due to the size of
the building on the main road to the north of Southport. Our large
parish makes good use of the Church for family occasions such as
weddings, baptisms and funerals. The Halls are used throughout
the year by a wide range of community groups.

Emmanuel Church is in the central Anglican tradition. It serves the
northern Southport area of Marshside and is part of the Diocese of
Liverpool.
With this new appointment we are striving to build a vibrant,
forward looking and welcoming Christian community throughout
the parish. We have thriving Guide and Scout groups attached to
the Church; however a number of other groups (such as Ladies
Fellowship and Men’s Group) have not met for some time. We
would like to restart these groups but would also be keen to find
new ways of strengthening fellowship within our existing church
community, and reaching out into the wider parish community to
spread God’s message and to attract new members to our
congregation.
Currently we hold four Sunday services: at 8.30 am, 10.30 am,

You should be an effective, outgoing, passionate and enthusiastic
leader who will channel the latent enthusiasm to extend the
Gospel to those of all ages throughout the parish. In return we
offer you a loving welcome and support as we move forward
together.

About the Parish
Emmanuel Church is in the area of Churchtown and Marshside on
the main road north out of Southport. The parish includes many
Victorian properties, the large Marshside estate of modern houses
and bungalows and a growing number of retirement apartments
and sheltered accommodation. Within walking distance of the
Church are six schools (three primaries, two special educational
needs and one secondary), the local shops in Churchtown village,
two parks and a championship golf course.
Southport has a good reputation as a holiday resort with excellent
leisure and entertainment facilities. There is good public transport
and easy access to Preston and Liverpool and the motorway
system. The population of the parish is 10,270; figures from the
2011 Census figures show the following profile of the parish:
Age
<5
5-15
16-19
20-29
30-44
45-59
60-74
74>

No.
377
1136
422
842
1456
2249
2279
1508

%
3.7
11.1
4.1
8.2
14.2
21.9
22.2
14.7

The attendance statistics for the three main Sunday services and
the occasional services show:

8.30 am
10.30 am
6.30 pm

2013
13
75
21

2015
13
77
19

2017
12
74
16

Weddings
Baptisms
Funerals

9
19
16

4
19
18

4
14
18

We use a variety of services based on Common Worship, both
Eucharistic and services of the word. We also have a monthly less
formal family service to which the Guides and Scouts are invited.
(further details of the church services can be found on the
Emmanuel Church website). In the past year we have introduced
the weekly “4 o’clock on Sunday” service which aims to attract
people who want to attend a less formal service; there is now a
regular attendance of around 20. On the first Sunday of the month
there is a Messy Church with a regular attendance of around 25.
The Church has a small four-part choir which leads the singing at
the 10:30 am and 6:30 pm Sunday services, including choral
evensong on two Sundays per month and at special services and
festivals. There is a peal of eight bells which is rung prior to the
10.30 am service and on special occasions.

The Church Urban Fund statistics below refer to the parish of
Emmanuel; further information can be found on the CUF website.

Overall deprivation

Older population

Pensioner Poverty

Country Dancing at the Summer Fair

Working age poverty

People living on their own

Ethnic Diversity
Data from Church Urban Fund

Holiday Club

Church building to the Food Bank, Soup Kitchen and our monthly
Luncheon Club. Having our own bowling green we welcome non church
members into our fellowship. We encourage fund raising events in the
form of bingo, quizzes and fashion shows. We host Summer and
Christmas Fairs, which enables Church Family and the wider community
to come together.

Our Church Family - Now

Coffee,
Cake &
Chat

Prayer
Group

Choir &
Organ

Guides
&
Scouts

Child
Friendly

Mothers
Union

Holiday
Club

Remembrance
Garden

Lunch
Club

Bowling
Club
Local
Schools

Hall &
Centre

Messy
Church

Bell

Bible
Study

Ringers
Food
Bank

We have an average attendance of 6 families to our monthly Messy
Church. Holiday Club attracts 80 children,
and runs for one week during August ending
with a service and family fun day on the
Sunday. We have 26 volunteers from our
Emmanuel Family and beyond who help each
day at Holiday Club. The uniformed
organisations meet once a week and are
encouraged to attend Church Parade.

Outreach
Events

Soup
Kitchen

Here at Emmanuel we have a small but solid team who are very keen to
further God’s Mission in this place. We have outreach to the elderly,
lonely and bereaved of our Parish, monthly at the 3C’s (coffee, cake and
chat) and 3 times a year at present for a short worship service, meal and
entertainment. We are an enthusiastic family in reaching beyond our

Emmanuel has a Mother’s Union who meet on a regular basis and are
keen to increase their numbers. Prayer groups, bible study, Alpha and
Emmaus courses are all important aspects of our Emmanuel Church
family. We have recently started the new congregation “4 o’clock on
Sunday “ service which meet in our Church Hall each Sunday. This is a
more relaxed form of worship and they have just completed a very
successful Alpha course.

Our Church Family – The Future
We want to re-energise and re-start Church Groups (eg Men’s Group,
Sunday School).
We want to improve fellowship across the various congregations.
We want improved leadership for the pastoral teams.
We want to reach out to the wider Marshside community.
We want to attract more weekly worshippers across all age groups.
We want to improve our outreach
How will you be able to help us to develop and implement a vision for the
future across Marshside and Churchtown and the wider community?
Emmanuel Choir

Messy Church

Christmas

“4 o’clock on SundaY”

The Church and its Buildings
The church building was erected between 1895 and 1897,
and consecrated in April 1898. The tower (with its peal of 8 bells)
was added in 1901. The interior of the church has remained largely
unchanged since the time of opening, with a capacity of around
1,000 in spite of the removal of some pews at the back (for
additional circulating area) and front (to enable staging to be
erected more easily). This large space offers a blank canvas, ideal
for large services and also for community use – for example, we
host Larkfield Primary School’s annual Christmas Carol Service, and
the Southport Orchestra have regular (and very well-attended)
concerts. The only major change to the interior took place after
World War I, when the south transept was turned into a war
memorial chapel. Following refurbishment (but with no detriment
to the memorial), the chapel is now used for Sunday 8.30 and
Wednesday 10.30 Holy Communion. It has an upright piano in it,
should music be required. The church has a 3-manual Harrison &
Harrison pipe organ, first installed in 1914 with tubular-pneumatic
action, and rebuilt in 2000 by Rushworth & Dreaper with modern
electric action. Next to the church are two halls – the smaller
Church Centre was opened in 1970 (the bowling green behind,
made entirely by church members opened in 1977); it is divided
into two rooms, with an adjoining kitchen – the smaller room is
carpeted and is used for the 4 p.m. Sunday service and for
Wednesday Holy Communion during winter. The larger ‘New’ Hall
was opened in 1988, built using money from the sale of the former

Infants’ School and Parochial Hall on Marshside Road. As well as
being used by church organisations, both Hall and Centre are
available for hire and see regular use throughout the week.

The church and hall buildings have been regularly
refurbished and are in good repair – in recent years, major projects
(in addition to the work on the organ) have included the west
window, re-pointing of the tower and re-roofing the nave, north
aisle and chancel.

Finances
A copy of the latest parish accounts is available for inspection.
Emmanuel Church is a regular supporter of Christian Aid, Children’s
Society, Macmillan, Compassion and Jars of Grace; in addition we
support local charities including Queenscourt Hospice, Southport
Soup Kitchen and the Southport Foodbank.

The Team at Emmanuel
We have two Readers and a team who assist at Eucharistic services
including an organist who also directs the choir, which consists of 15
active members. We have two Church Wardens , a Sacristan, 3 Vergers
and 24 Sidespersons and we have 12 regular bell ringers.

Church Wardens Sue and Paul

Readers Jean and Sara

Further information can be found on the following websites:
Emmanuel Parish Church – http://emmanuelsouthport.org.uk/
St John’s Church - http://www.stjohncrossens.co.uk/
Church Urban Fund data - http://www2.cuf.org.uk/parish/220136
Liverpool Diocese - http://www.liverpool.anglican.org/
Southport Tourist Information - https://www.visitsouthport.com/

Organist and Choir Master Brian

Emmanuel Bell Ringers

St John the Evangelist,

Rufford Road, Crossens, Southport

Parish Profile 2018
http://stjohncrossens.co.uk/

About the Parish
The village of Crossens is located at the very northern end of
Southport on the border between Merseyside and
Lancashire.
The parish has a general social mix with a blend of new
housing estates, council estates and much larger properties.
The parish population as per the last census is 4146.
Crossens village has a selection of shops providing the
everyday needs of the parish. These include a number of
general stores, a very good local bakery, a pharmacy with
Post Office, car dealership and a choice of take away
restaurants.

About the Church
Crossens has existed as a parish since 1860. The current building which is the second on the site is based on a MockGothic design. Consecrated in 1885, the church is now a Grade II listed building. According to the recent quinquennial
report, the building is in generally good repair.

Over the years, much work has been carried out to maintain and improve the building for
mission. The church underwent a major refit in 2008 when a community room, kitchen and
toilet were installed. The new large glass doorway located at the front of the church has
greatly increased the light coming into the building and made a more welcoming and
accessible space for youth and community groups.
We recently shortened several pews to accommodate wheel-chairs and push-chairs ensuring
that all can take a full part in the service.
The bells are in full working order having been re-hung when the bell tower was restored in
1997. Prior to that, worshippers were treated to the sound of recorded bells.
The church stands in its own grounds where burials and the interment of ashes still take
place. We recently tidied up the Garden of Remembrance which has met with approval from visitors and local residents.
The recently renovated Scarisbrick Mausoleum is a striking feature of the churchyard. This Grade II listed building is now
maintained by the Mausolea and Monuments Trust. A Friends Group, with links to the Scarisbrick Hall Trust has recently
been formed to look after the Mausoleum.
To the front of the church stands a war memorial to all those local people lost in the two world wars. On Remembrance
Sunday each year, we are joined by members of the local Methodist Church, Community Association and uniformed
organisations.
Our churchmanship is best described as Liberal Catholic. The main Sunday morning service Eucharist based and is taken
from Common Worship where we use a mixture of hymns and more modern worship songs. The first Sunday of every
month we have a family Eucharist service where the content is aimed at a younger audience.

Evensong is shared with St Cuthbert’s, alternating between the two churches and takes several forms from more
traditional liturgy to Taize and Celtic.

Weekly Services
Service times:
Sunday

10am Eucharist with Sunday Club during term time
Family service 1st Sunday of the month
6:30pm

Wednesday

Evensong alternate weeks

10am Holy Communion with coffee morning

We have a welcoming congregation, most of whom stay for coffee at the end
of the main Sunday service. As can be seen in the Parish Dashboard chart, we have a large proportion of retired people,
sprinkled with a mix of younger folk and a good number of young families. We consider ourselves to be child friendly,
with toys and books available for very small children and the Sunday Club open to visiting children.
Sunday Club caters for children from the age of three upwards, although we would like to look at offering something a
little more challenging for the older children.
During term time we hold a weekly coffee morning in Church on a Friday mainly for parents of younger children but open
to all. This has proved to be popular with parents of children at the school next door.

The Church and the School
We have strong links with the St John’s Church of England Primary School
adjacent to the Church on Rufford Road. The Vicar of St John’s has
traditionally been the Chair of Governors at the school, although this is a
position determined annually by the school.

Services are regularly held in school, and the children attend special
services in Church for the Easter Experience and Harvest Festival and to
mark the end of the school year. Our Reader has been working with the
school to introduce the children to aspects of the Church year through
interactive learning. Last year, we held a popular I-spy game in Church for the children. The children from Year 3 held a
coffee morning in Church which was part of the Archbishop of York's project "Be the change you want to see" and the
church actively supported other projects which had to be undertaken to achieve this award. The school was successful
and will be holding another coffee morning next year with the new Year 3.
The school offers plenty of scope for mission with church events taking place in the school and its grounds throughout the
year, and involvement of church members in the running of the school. The school is working towards the Church School
Partnership Award. We are exploring the possibility of offering confirmation to younger children who show an interest.
The school recently achieved an Outstanding SIAMS inspection result.

The Church and the Community
For the last 14 years we have been members of the North Meols Team,
comprising St Cuthbert’s in Churchtown, St Stephen’s in the Banks, St
John’s and The Church at the Centre, a Fresh Expression in Banks, the
neighbouring village. We are hopeful that Emmanuel Church will be
joining the team.

We are blessed to have the support of a Self-Supporting Curate, Rev
Chris Gregory and Karen Corbett, our very dedicated Reader, in addition
to retired clergy who have helped us with services for many years. Both
our Curate and Reader take funeral services. A shared ministry team
was created whilst our curate was training and has been looking at the family service, and we have recently updated our
baptism policy based upon its recommendations.
We have a number of weddings every year, usually 3-4, and an increasing number of baptisms, with most families opting
for a separate service after the main Sunday Eucharist.
We have a small group who administer home communion to those who are housebound or in hospital. Our Reader
regularly visits local care homes.
We have held a number of successful Messy Church gatherings which have attracted between 50 and 100 people each
time. This is something that we would be looking to expand and build upon.

The Mumford Room is used throughout the week by various groups including Craft Club, a Chair based aerobics club and a
local football team hold occasional meetings here.
St John’s has thriving Rainbows, Brownies and Girl Guides units. Beavers, Cubs and Scouts were recently reformed and
meet in the Community Centre close by.
We share services with the local Methodist Church during Lent, and at Harvest and Remembrance Sunday. We also share
the organisation of a weekly Luncheon Club with the Methodist Church.
At the Harvest service each year we raise money for Water Aid and make donations to the local Food Bank, a charity we
support throughout the year.
Every September the Church is opened up for the Heritage Open Days. On the Friday, the school children are invited in
and shown around the various exhibits. Discussions are underway to open the ground floor of the Scarisbrick Mausoleum
also.

Church attendance
Adults at a usual Sunday morning service
Children at a usual Sunday morning service
Adults at the bi-weekly evening service
Adults at the weekly Wednesday service

2014
57
10
9
19

2015
54
9
11
18

2016
54
10
10
18

2017
53
9
10
19

The Vicarage
The vicarage is a large modern purpose built four-bedroom house in spacious
and private tree lined grounds located between the church and the school. It is
set well back from the road down its own gated driveway.
All of the rooms, including the fully fitted kitchen are of generous proportions,
and include a separate Vicar’s study. There is a detached garage to the side of
the property.

Financial
We have identified a need to address our finances and have engaged the services of Cath Gaskell from the Diocese of
Liverpool to assist us. A budget is being prepared and plans being drawn up to ensure the financial health of St John’s.

