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DIOCESE OF LEEDS 
 

PERSON SPECIFICATION 
 

Rector of the Lower Swale Benefice 
 

CRITERIA ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE 
Qualifications/Training Ordained priest within the 

Church of England, or a Church 
in communion with it, or a 
Church whose orders it 
recognizes 
 
Satisfactory completion of Initial 
Ministerial Education 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Experience  
A strong team leader, well 
organised, able to listen 
sympathetically and to delegate 
when necessary.  

 
Prayerfulness, collaborative 
vision and leadership to develop 
the mission of the Church in this 
Benefice 

 
Awareness of the role of the 
Church in the community by 
being a visible presence and 
engaging actively with people. 
 
Able to embrace a range of 
worship patterns and to initiate 
change in a sensitive manner. 

 
Building links with families who 
are not regular church attenders 
 
Engaging with and providing 
pastoral care for those of all 
ages 
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Developing imaginative   and 
creative ways of drawing people 
into church 
 
 

Knowledge Understanding and love of 
people and desire to lead them 
deeper into the mystery of 
God’s love 
 
Understanding of every person 
growing in their gifts, skills and 
ministry 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skills and Competencies 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Able to help develop a vision for 
the life, ministry and growth of 
this rural Benefices 
 
Commitment to help the 
churches to grow together 
 
Developing what is already in 
place, to grow the relationship 
with local church and 
community schools and build on 
work with young people. 
 
Able to nurture all age groups in 
the life of faith and enabling all 
members to grow spiritually 
 
Excellent and proven 
communication skills, not least 
in preaching and teaching 
 
Able to continue building links 
and develop opportunities with 
individuals and community 
groups  
 
Desire to inspire, motivate and 
encourage the faithful, both 
individually and collectively, and 

Good computer and IT skills  
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ensure that the various gifts and 
talents are used effectively 
 
To help realize the full potential 
and flexibility of the church 
buildings, and to improve on the 
facilities offered 
 
To develop own personal skills and 
knowledge in relation to rural 
ministry, maintaining a 
worshipping and prayerful 
spiritual life and having an 
appropriate pattern of work and 
rest 
 
To help develop further the 
ecumenical links 
 
 

Personal Attributes A prayerful and sociable Priest 
who will love this rural 
Benefice and its people  

 
Inspirational 
 
Energetic 
 
Enthusiastic and with a sense of 
humour 
 

 

 


