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1. Introducon
This document has been set up by both PCCs, worked on by wardens, prayed over by the congregaons,
discussed over coﬀee. It is the result of informaon from many, presentaon and photographs from
those so gi!ed, comments from pupils and reﬂecons of parishioners. Perhaps in the process we have
learned something of how the Spirit is calling us out into our community and hopefully too, it will call out
to that shepherd we need now, to lead us forward into that future.
Although we are two parishes, we are geographically close, share the inspiraon of the same organist and
willingly work with each other.
Much more than this though, we have the same values, agree on priories and have worked closely on
this Proﬁle to present an accurate picture of our needs.

2. The parishes of Haxey and Owston Ferry
Locaon
The Isle of Axholme lies on the west bank of the River Trent where it runs north to join the River Humber. A place
of big skies and a disncve atmosphere; it is a place too, that inspired John and Charles Wesley.
An ‘Isle’, because its boundaries are marked by rivers which in the past constantly changed their courses. For most
of its history it was waterlogged, with churches and hamlets exisng only on higher ground, isolated among the
maze of waterways unl in 1626 a Dutch engineer, Vermuyden, drained the land.
Primarily agricultural the Isle contains about a dozen small towns and villages. Farming has been the main
occupaon, although there has been a steady increase in commung to work in nearby towns and cies.
The parishes of Haxey and Owston Ferry are in the south of the Isle. Haxey together with adjacent villages of
Westwoodside, Low Burnham, East Lound and Graizelound has a total populaon of about 6,500. It is a large
parish. Owston Ferry, including Kelﬁeld and Gunthorpe is somewhat smaller with a populaon of approximately
1,500.
The Parish Councils:

Haxey—www.haxeyparish.org.uk
Owston Ferry—www.owstonferrypc.org.uk

Church Street, Haxey
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The Vicarage
The Vicarage is situated in Haxey. It is modern,
aBracve, easy to run and in very good order. It
oﬀers ample accommodaon having four
bedrooms, a family bathroom, large lounge, dining
room, modern kitchen, cloakroom and a spacious
study. It is set back from the road opposite St.
Nicholas’ Church in quiet grounds with ample
parking, and a garage. The mature garden leads to
a lane and open countryside at the rear. This is a
quiet locaon and a pleasant place for a family to
live.
The Vicarage
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Amenies
Both communies have much to oﬀer. There are grocery shops, post oﬃce facilies, pubs, hairdressers,
‘take aways’, village halls with leisure acvies, children’s playgrounds and playing ﬁelds. Football, cricket
and tennis are all available locally.
Acve clubs and sociees exist for choir, drama, heritage, bowls, WI, and photography. There are toddler
groups and dancing classes. With its very low crime rates, this is a fantasc place to raise a family.
The small town of Epworth, famously the home of the Wesleys, is 4 miles away and has more shopping
and eang possibilies as well as gym and ﬁtness facilies, sports hall and swimming pool. Golf courses
are within easy reach too.
There are three care homes locally, in Haxey, Graizelound and Owston Ferry and there is also some
provision for sheltered housing.

Educaon
Three church primary schools within the beneﬁce are set within the neighbouring villages of Haxey,
Owston Ferry and Westwoodside, two of which are Church Aided and the third, Church Controlled. Haxey
Church of England Primary School and St Marn’s Church of England Primary School at Owston Ferry are
federated with a third local school and work closely together. Two of the schools have nursery provision
and all provide good educaon across the curriculum. Also present in the villages are pre-school centres
along with establishments providing child care before and a!er school.
Educaon in the area beneﬁts from good Ofsted rangs for all age ranges. SIAMS rangs for two of the
church schools are good and one is outstanding.
From the age of 11, most children go to South Axholme Academy which has a record of high
achievement, though a few children take the 11 plus examinaon and go on to Queen Elizabeth’s High
School, a grammar school in Gainsborough. South Axholme was inially an 11 to 16 school but now has a
developing sixth form. Nearer Doncaster is The Hayﬁeld School which is a very popular school, with New
College, a recently built sixth form provision, next door.
Post 16, pupils o!en connue their educaon at John LeggoB College, Scunthorpe, or at North Lindsey
College which oﬀers an excellent spread of vocaonal and academic courses. Travel to school or college is
supported by subsidised transport costs.
Beyond school and college educaon, Further Educaon classes and acvies ﬂourish and are available
within easy travelling distance.

Health
There are good medical facilies in the area. The South Axholme Group Pracce is situated in Epworth,
but there are ﬁve surgeries in the southern part of the Isle. Both Haxey and Owston Ferry have surgeries.

The Wider Area

We are a rural but not isolated community in easy reach of large towns and beauful cies and all that
they have to oﬀer.


The M180 runs through the Axholme Deanery. The juncon is approximately seven miles from
Haxey and Owston Ferry.



Other nearby motorway links are: - M1, M18, M62, A1M. allowing easy access to many places.



The cies of Sheﬃeld, Leeds and Hull can be reached by car in one hour or less. The journey to
Lincoln takes 45 minutes and to York, a liBle over an hour.



There is an excellent train service from Doncaster to London which takes between 1.5 and 2 hours
and there is also a Eurostar connecon/terminal there.



The Robin Hood Internaonal Airport is less than 8 miles from the Vicarage. The village is not on
the ﬂight path.



There is a regular ferry service between Hull and the Connent of Europe.



Theatre, cinema and other entertainment facilies are available both locally and in the wider area
and the Lincolnshire coast is just less than an hour away.



First class shopping centres are within easy reach and Doncaster town centre has undergone many
recent improvements.

3. The life of the churches
St. Nicholas’ Church, Haxey
Find us on the Internet:
www.haxeychurch.co.uk
www.facebook.com/haxeychurch

Service Pa4erns
Parish Communion

Sundays at 10.45am.

Deanery Service (ﬁ6h Sunday)
Evensong/Praise Service (twice monthly)
Sundays at 6.00pm. (Summer)
4.00pm. (Winter)
Midweek Communion

Thursdays 9.45am.

Other Services
Family/Parade Services

Various mes.

Morning Services

Various mes.

Bapsms

during 10.45am service.

The Chrisan year follows a tradional paBern. In both parishes other services and acvies are added as
appropriate. In Haxey we include:


Advent study course



Chrisngle



Crib service



Midnight Mass



Ash Wednesday (with ashing)



Lent study course



Good Friday Workshop and Family Service.



Palm Sunday Parade and Procession



Ascension Day



Harvest Workshop



Harvest Fesval and Supper



Remembrance Day with parade



School services
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Ministry Team
The vicar will lead a strong and supporve team. At Haxey we have two readers with permission to
oﬃciate, one of whom is licensed to take funerals. There are four local ministers who regularly assist with
worship and lead non-Eucharisc services. We employ a Youth and Families worker who also has
permission to give addresses.
We have strong support from wedding and funeral vergers.
There are two churchwardens in each parish and a deputy churchwarden at Haxey. We have others too,
who work within our team to assist with visitaon, maintenance and administraon.

Our Style at Haxey
We would describe ourselves as ‘middle of the road’ Anglican. The priest, worship leaders, acolytes and
choir all wear vestments and process into worship. We use Common Worship and alternate between
Mission Praise and Hymns Ancient and Modern.
We seek to oﬀer various styles of worship: Family services, Praise services, Parade services, Celc liturgies
and Choral Evensong. We have a small but dedicated choir which is a valuable help in our worship. Most
of the congregaon parcipate in some rota whether reading the Lesson, leading Intercessions, acng as
Sidespersons or serving refreshments.
We provide weekly teaching and acvies for children in our Sunday Bunch using the Roots material and
there is play provision for toddlers at the rear of the church.
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Inclusion
We very much welcome people from any church tradion and want them to feel ‘at home’ amongst us.
While we feel comfortable with the familiar, we are open to change and what that can teach us. We also
want to be welcoming and sensive to people with no church background who aend our wider services,
such as bapsm and school services.
We hope for a vicar with vision to lead us forward into areas we need to change.

Church Schools

School web sites:
Haxey Church of England Primary School: www.trentsidefederaon.co.uk/haxey-primary-school
Westwoodside Church of England Academy: www.westwoodside.n-lincs.sch.uk

We are very acve in both of our local primary schools, the vicar being an ex-oﬃcio Foundaon Governor.
Our Families Worker is a regular visitor, supporng the two schools in our parish as well as the two other
schools that form the Trentside Federaon—St. Marn’s Church of England Primary School in Owston
Ferry and West BuBerwick Church of England Primary School.
We work closely to support the teaching staﬀ with a broad array of acvies,
including: 








Collecve Worship
Bible Puppet Workshops and Performance
Drama
RE lessons and workshops
Bible Studies
Church visits
Special services in church and in the school (Christmas, Candlemas,
Easter, Harvest, Leavers Service etc.)
One of our Churchwardens is Bishop’s Visitor to Haxey School and St.
Marn’s School, and our Deputy Churchwarden is Bishop’s Visitor to
Westwoodside Academy.

Pupils on the School Council at Haxey felt that they would like “a vicar who was balanced, kind, gentle,
paent and holy. Someone who could reach out and listen.”

Our work with children, young people and their families
We feel the need to reach out to more young people and their families. We have made a massive
ﬁnancial commitment to provide resources to enable this. So, in the summer of 2016 we employed a
Youth and Families Worker to further develop and grow our work with children, young people and their
families. This project was scheduled inially to run for three years; we have recently agreed to extend it
unl the summer of 2022.
Young people play an acve role in the life of the church, o!en contribung to worship and helping to
shape our ministry through representaon on the PCC and in the Youth & Children’s Team.
Our Families Worker, in partnership with the vicar and the Youth & Children’s Team, has oversight of all
our work in this area, develops our vision, plans the programmes and helps to deliver them. Our team
works together to develop ideas, grow the work, and deliver a wide-ranging programme of children and
youth acvies.
This programme includes: 








Sunday Bunch (Sunday school during our main morning
service)
Youth Group
All Age Worship, Family Services, Special Services for
Christmas, Easter etc.
Children’s Workshops (Harvest, Easter etc.)
October Light/Superhero Party
Summer Holiday Club
Acvies for children at the Parish weekend
Bapsm visits and follow-up
Summer Holiday Club

We maintain strong links with all our local uniformed groups, there are two sets of Scoung groups and
one Girl guiding group. These cover all age ranges: Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Beavers, Cubs, Scouts
and Explorers. Our Families Worker is the main link person, regularly arranging church visits and working
with the children to complete their ‘Faith’ badges. The groups join us for Sunday worship, parading to
church, on four occasions each year; Harvest, Remembrance, Thinking/Founders’ Day and Palm Sunday.

Youth Group at Spring Harvest

Youth Hub
In 2017 the PCC further stepped out in faith and agreed to purchase a disused workshop in the centre of
the village. This is fully refurbished to create St Nicholas’ Church Youth Hub – a purpose designed
building bringing together some of the work with children in our community. It is home for the Girl
guiding group, one of the Scoung groups and all of the church’s work with children and young people
(except Sunday Bunch). It opened in autumn 2018 and provides meeng rooms/halls, a youth lounge,
some administraon oﬃces and storage.

Church Acvies at Haxey
Recently, we have renovated and modernized our Church
Hall, which is situated within the church grounds. As well
as being used for church acvies, the hall is regularly
hired to two local groups a Bowls Club and a Camera Club
and is in demand for other social acvies.
‘Drop In’ is a monthly social funcon in the hall, oﬀering
coﬀee, scones and an opportunity to meet and talk. It
provides fellowship and raises funds to donate to charity
with a bookstall, bric-a-brac and raﬄe.
Drop In

Hunger Lunches are held during Lent raising money for
Chrisan Aid.
We have an acve Mothers’ Union of over 30 members and
a varied programme of monthly speakers and events.
Members are deeply commiBed to all aspects of church life.
Willing helpers can be found here, whatever the occasion.
Mothers’ Union

St. Nicholas’ Church itself is an excellent venue for musical events and
has very good acouscs. We have been privileged to host many
concerts and recitals many under the guidance and organizaon of our
accomplished organist.
The Bell Ringers are an enthusiasc team who meet in the Church
tower to pracce and to ring for services. They are members of the
West Lindsey branch of Church Bell Ringers, part of the Lincoln
Diocese, and take part in and host, monthly acvies. Teenagers
trained at Haxey have taken part in naonal compeon.
There is also a thriving hand bell group who give performances locally.
The Parish Magazine is a combined eﬀort between our two churches and the Methodist churches
producing 10 edions a year with a circulaon of approx. 800.
We also link up with the Methodist Church in services of Church unity.
The PCC meets 10 mes a year and consists of 20 members who manage church business and delegate
responsibilies. The Vicar is the chairman of this body.
The three local Care Homes welcome us in to share hymns at fesval mes and to bring Holy Communion
to residents who request it. Home Communion is also administered to those who are housebound.
Every summer in June we hold a Parish weekend in the Church and grounds bringing together the various
groups involved in Church life for a social event.

The Parish Weekend

As a community, rather than a church, we also
celebrate the famous ancient Haxey Hood each
year on Twel!h Night.
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Finances
Our income through giving, fees and other donaons is about £30,000. Thanks to a generous legacy and
the interest on investment income, we pay the parish share in full and cover our expenses.
We have used some of our capital to refurbish the church hall, purchase and refurbish the Youth Hub and
pay a full me Youth and Families Worker. All this will certainly require us to build up ﬁnancial resources.
Although we have a very sound ﬁnancial posion, our outgoings exceed our giving. This is an area that
cannot be long sustained.
Our congregaon is always generous and responds willingly to any appeal. As a Church we also donate
many thousands of pounds to charity annually. However, it is clear to us that we must address the issue
of funding and of our weekly oﬀering.
This is not a topic that has been broached for some long me. The new incumbent will have to help the
PCC raise awareness and take the implicaons of this issue out to the congregaon and the wider
community.
We have been blessed with a generous legacy but do not want to become complacent. Parish giving
needs to be be"er understood and become part of our discipleship.

The Church Building

(photo: George Fiddler)

St. Nicholas’ Church is a beauful building. It is twel!h century Norman, frequently referred to as the
‘Cathedral of the Isle’. A Lady Chapel and Chantry were added in the fourteenth century when the nave
was extended. The old Norman tower was replaced in the ﬁ!eenth century by the present one, thirty
metres high. The magniﬁcent roof to the nave with its ﬂoral bosses was added in the ﬁ!eenth century
too, with clerestory windows to allow light to ﬂood in.
We had a proud parish celebraon of the 900th anniversary of the church some thirty years ago.
Seang is in oak pews with a capacity of around 300. We use the tower boBom as a base for our Sunday
Bunch and hope to improve that area for young people in the near future.

Other recent improvements to the church have included a toilet, a kitchen area, modern lighng and a
warm air heang system. We are currently exploring changing over the fuel source of this heang from
oil to gas.
The organ has been renovated and developed within the past few years. It is a wonderful instrument and
we are fortunate to have the services of a highly qualiﬁed organist.
There is a splendid ring of six bells, three of which are 500 years old and
heavy. We hope to be able to add lighter bells in the future to extend
the present range.
There is too, an ancient carillon linked to the clock. It was made in the
early eighteenth century by local cra!smen and repaired in 1985, again
by a local team. It chimes out four mes a day, playing diﬀerent hymn
tunes each me. Whilst not unique, this is certainly rare.
This and the whole beauful building are kept in a very good state of
repair. We are generously supported in the upkeep of the fabric of the
building by the Church Estate Charitable Trust.

The Carillon

A strong core of our congregaon have loved and acvely served the church all their lives. Many have a
proud family history of generaons of service in the parish. There are others of us too, who have moved
into the area, loved it and made it our home.

Facts and Figures
2018 (so far)

2017

2016

2015

Bapsms

12

16

22

18

Conﬁrmaons

7

Weddings

6

3

6

8

Funerals

12

10

25

19

6

2017
Electoral roll

143

A endance at services
Sundays
Easter
Christmas
Harvest

70 adults
97 communicants
93
104

6 children (average)
120 total

Age of Worshipping community at end of 2017
Children under 10
8
Adults 18−69
Children 11−17
6
Adults 70+
2018 (so far)
A endance at services
Easter
112 adults
Parade service
85 adults
Thursday communion 10 adults

12 children
48 children

35
65

0124567819   56789266



 !"#!$%&"$%"'()!*+%!,#-.,.+/%+01,.!02$,10,#3+#0,..,!$+!0+!!
4.!#0'(!5,11+36.!+#0,#3,#4+!4+.'#"!#'%!%#2+,1&'(+7'%8+#
8'!!+#02+,1&"+.!19%8+,#.'(!8'!!:8'$#0;+#0.$%%'$#0,#30,!"."+#2
.#!'!.'$!'(!"$%"<
.'$!+,.1,.!'10.!=+%!'(!=%.#!"$%"4,!>!"#!$%&4,#0'4.
+000<#'%!+,.14,#0'4.+%!.+8=%,'02$!4%%?$.04#!+,.1
4+.%2$,1!,#@AA$.,#3&11'4BC'#0'#-2%,"D<!'4%0+!.(%'8!A!"#!$%&<
5.!%&0+!.(%'8@ E+#0,#@E>+#'%3+#4+.
=1+"0,#+1'(!,#!!'4%<F#@AG!"$%"='%"
4+.%=1+"06=%'2+21&'(.,8,1+%0.,3#!'!'%,3,#+1<
/'!,"!%,=1+%"4+&+!!#!%+#"!'!"$%"
3%'$#0.4+.%"!0,#@>H<
"$%""'8=%,..+1+!E!"#!$%&.'$!+%"+06
A!!'>!"#!$%&#'%!+%"+06!'4%6.'$!+,.16
[\]^_`a\bcd
"+#"1+#0#'%!+,.14,#0'4.<
%,.+.!+,#0?31+..+.!4,#0'4'(@EI2&'8+.J+%0'(C,#"'1#+#0+1.'
.!+,#031+..#'%!+,.14,#0'4.'(@AK2&J+,1.'(74"+.!1<
L80,5+18#.+.1+2%.!+.+#+1!+%"+#2('$#0,#!.'$!+,.1<,.4+.
0,."'5%00$%,#3M,"!'%,+#%.!'%+!,'#4'%D<.!'#2+%.!(,5"%'...4,"
4'$102+#',#!02&!=%,.!0$%,#3*+..<
N+#"1+.+3'!,"?.!&1K?2+&."%#'(HE2&O//+821'(C,#"'1#64,!
P%=#0,"$1+%!%+"%&6"'50''0+#0%''0+2'54,!"+%504''0#(,3$%.<
2+=!,.!%&"'#!+,#.+H!"#!$%&/'!,"?
.!&1'"!+3'#+1('#!2%'$3!(%'8J''0+11
)=+6C,#"'1#.,%<
Q%'8@ G!'@I !R50<J,11,+8
S%'"D1$%.!)!'#'$.*<L<6T<N<C<4+.5,"+%
'(!"$%".%5,#3+.L%"0+"'#'()!'4
(%'8@AA!'@I <'3!%4,!,.4,(6
U1,V+2!6+#0,..,.!%?,#?1+4Q%+#".)+#0+%.
8+08+#&+00,!,'#.!'!"$%"+#0
5,11+3<

[\]^gchijkìd
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The Axholme Deanery
Axholme Deanery is a small deanery with eleven churches with a full complement of four clergy
including the Rural Dean; there will shortly be two rered clergy living in the Isle. The Rural Dean and
Lay Chair are keen to develop the role of the Deanery and further encourage joint working between the
churches. New iniaves include Deanery-wide Bible study with the Rural Dean leading " The Bible
Course", a Bible Society resource. This will be followed by Advent and Lent courses for the whole
Deanery. Another iniave will use "Open the Book", another Bible Society resource which aims to
bring the Bible to life for every primary school child through story telling, not preaching, for children of
any faith or none. This will be rolled out inially in Belton and Owston Ferry.
An older iniave ongoing for some years now is a Deanery Eucharist a single Sunday service at one
church in the Deanery on all 5th Sundays in the month. This moves around the churches in the Isle and
is usually well a.ended.
The involvement of Laity in Worship, Mission and the life of the church is encouraged and greatly
enhances the ﬂexibility in the ordained ministry of the church in the Deanery.

4. Our Vision





To be a people of God, called to worship, to uphold and teach the faith, and to live as disciples.
To use our gi5s for the whole of life, within Church life, the community and the wider world.
To develop our work with children and young people.
To work with other Chrisans whenever possible, for mutual encouragement and to prosper the
Kingdom of God.

We want to reach out into the community and share the Gospel. We are open to new ways of engaging
with our community and at Haxey, hope that the Youth Hub building can be developed as one of those
ways.

5. Who would we like to join us?
We would wish for many qualies and skills in our new vicar. We in turn oﬀer our friendship for his or her
whole family, and our loyalty, support and prayers for a frui:ul ministry.
In parcular, we are looking for a vicar who:

Is warm, compassionate and able to listen.

Will deepen our discipleship through worship, prayer and study of the Bible.

Has the ability to communicate eﬀecvely across all age groups in Church and especially for
someone who can relate to children and young people both at church and in the local schools.

Has the ability to lead teams and by coordinang, organising and delegang, involve lay members in
the full life of the church.

Will help us adapt to change as we reach out to the whole local community.
Our young people have some very clear demands of the new vicar!
He or she should be; knowledgeable, funny, kind, enthusiasc, happy, interesng, helpful, joyful and
excited to do the job.
Well then, no pressure!

How to contact us
Haxey:-

Mr. Peter Tully , Churchwarden—01427 728842
Mrs. Helen Cooper, Churchwarden—01427 752257

Owston Ferry: -

Mrs. Diane Ekins, Churchwarden – 07590 598509
Mrs. Rita Temperton, Churchwarden – 01427 728251

The Axholme Deanery

