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Exciting times! 
Credible, Viable, Potential

The Parish Profile
of

St. Peter’s Church,
North Street, Folkestone

Kent, CT19 6AL

December 2018 

A vacancy for a full time Mission Priest-in-Charge.
A sponsored post for a minimum of five years

3
http://stpetersfolk.church        St. Peter’s Church  © St. Peter’s PCC



4
http://stpetersfolk.church        St. Peter’s Church  © St. Peter’s PCC



  

Parish Profile Contents

Part 1: Introduction to St Peter’s

Historical Overview A Famous Anglo-Catholic Mission Church 6
Recent History Close to Collapse 7
New Challenge Rebuilding, Mission and Death 9
Current Situation   Attendance; Services; Interaction; Finance 10

Part 2: The Profile

The Priest we Need From the Hearts of the Congregation 13
What we Offer And so Much More! 16
Schools in the Parish Three schools for Infants & Juniors 18
Blessing the Fisheries Our Annual Festival 21
The Vicarage A Victorian Wonder 24
The Parish A Quick Introduction 25
The Town On the Up 26
The Diocese Supporting Our Historic Mission 27
Addendum: Application & Contact Details 29

5
http://stpetersfolk.church        St. Peter’s Church  © St. Peter’s PCC



PART ONE: INTRODUCTION TO ST. PETER’S

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW: A Famous Anglo-Catholic Mission Church 

The Church of St Peter, Folkestone, is the Parish Church of the East Cliff area of Folkestone and 
is situated in North Street. It is a Church of England Parish in the Deanery of Elham and in the  
Diocese of Canterbury. It is a Resolution Parish, a Church of The Society under the Patronage of
St. Wilfrid and St. Hilda and is under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough.

Our Parish was founded 150 years ago to proclaim to the fishermen of Folkestone, the poor 
and to all who live on the East Cliff the good news of Jesus Christ, the only son of God – to tell 

them of His incarnation, His life on earth, His 
death, His resurrection and His Ascension and that 
He will come again in Glory to judge the living and 
the dead. The essential Truth of the Apostolic 
Creed is what we proclaimed yesterday, proclaim 
today and will continue to proclaim for the future. 
Our worship is focused on the real presence of 
Jesus Christ in the Most Holy Sacrament of the 
Altar. 

Folkestone’s Christian heritage is amongst the 
oldest in England, since St. Eanswythe founded 
her nunnery here in 630 AD, around the Chapel
of St. Peter. The current Church is named for 
this Chapel, long lost to the sea, but one of the 
earliest Christian Churches in Kent. As the latest
in a long succession of Churches in Folkestone 
bearing this name, the current building 
provides a profound sense of historic 
continuity.

The current St Peter’s Church, consecrated in 
July 1868, watching over the harbour, was included in a last view of England by many 
soldiers departing during the First World War. St Peter’s was a welcoming view for those 
who returned, for those arriving as refugees, and for passengers coming into Folkestone 
Harbour in the days of the ferries. Badly blitzed during the Second World War and in recent
years having suffered hurricane, fire and earthquake, today it overlooks the festivities and 
new developments taking place across the harbour district and continues to keep a watch 
over the fishing fleet as the boats leave and return to port. The Spire and Belfry are 
landmarks in the day to day lives of those who live around, or visit, the harbour. It is a 
central part of the Folkestone Harbour Conservation Area and is an English Heritage listed 
building, Grade II. 
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St. Peter’s is one of the few remaining traditional Anglo-Catholic Churches in Kent. The first 
vicar, Fr Charles Joseph Ridsdale, was strongly influenced by the Oxford Movement which 
sought to restore the Church of England to its heritage of Apostolic Order and to the Catholic 
doctrines of the early Church fathers. In 1875, controversy arose in what became known as 
‘The Folkestone Ritual Case’. Fr. Ridsdale was the first Anglican clergyman to be prosecuted 
under the Public Worship Regulations Act 1874. The immense publicity that the case attracted 
has ensured the fame of the Church ever since, giving it an important place in the history of 
the Church of England. St. Peter’s has frequently been persecuted for its views ever since but 
continues to be a staunch defender of Catholic Order in the Church and seeks to maintain an 
orthodox Christian position.

RECENT HISTORY: Close to Collapse

In 2010 the Church of St. Peter’s was brought to its knees when a majority of the congregation 
announced its intention to leave for the Roman
Catholic Ordinariate. This left the Parish in an
interregnum with around a dozen people
remaining.

In addition, the physical building was close to
disaster. Being perched high on a cliff over the
harbour has its price, leaving the Church
exposed to the storms, winds and wars over the
last 150 years. This cumulative wear and tear,
received over many decades, had resulted in
serious damage to the roof, Belcôte, Fléche,
windows and other fabric of the Church for
which it was placed at about this time on the
“Heritage at Risk” register by English Heritage. 

After frantic efforts, the Parish was preserved
and in November 2013 Father David Adlington
was appointed as Priest-in-Charge and then
Vicar of St. Peter’s, held in plurality with the
Church of St. Mary and St. Eanswythe with St.
Saviours. 

The plurality gave the breathing space to the Parish to recover and rebuild. Our aim is to be 
bold and confident, creating in our local Church a culture of permanent invitation to the 
heavenly and warm hospitality to all.
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The first challenge was to make our building fit for a congregation. More fundamentally 
than this, our physical Church building is a portal to the Divine. It is the House of God. As 
such, we aimed to restore our Church so that it became beautiful, well ordered and 
connected the heavenly to the community once more. We also aim to foster the best in 
Christian art and creativity, as a transcendent pathway to the eternal. Much of the 
symbolism around the Church commemorates Christ and His Apostles in ways which are 
fundamentally meaningful to all.

In order to ensure that the building was fit for this purpose, an urgent and extensive 
renovation to much of the Church was required. Between 2014 and the end of 2018 almost 
£600,000 will have been spent on refurbishing and maintaining the building, with large grants 
received from the Heritage Lottery Fund; the Roger DeHaan Charitable Foundation; The 
Friends of Kent Churches; The Ridsdale Trust; The Ronald Cruikshanks Foundation; and The All 
Churches Trust.

The second challenge was to reconnect the Church to its Parish and to the wider Town of 
Folkestone and in so doing to rebuild the Church community from the ground up. Alongside 
the physical building work, an extensive series of public outreach, heritage engagement and 
heritage arts enhancement projects are being undertaken, which has started the work of re-
connection and new growth.

Both these challenges are ongoing. However, the time bought for us by the plurality has 
allowed us to do the hard work to show that the Parish and Church remain credible.
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New Challenge: Rebuilding, Mission and Death

Having stabilised the Church and started re-engaging with the people of the Parish and Town, 
we are now further seeking to restore our historic mission to the poor of the East Cliff and into 
the fishing and other communities. 

A core group have been developing ideas which were to be further progressed with the whole 
congregation during a Church away-day on 27th January 2018. Having refreshed the House of 
God, it was time to take His mission to the poor, the neglected and the disenfranchised in our 
Parish, as we are commanded by Christ Himself to do. 

Instead, we held the funeral of our beloved Priest, Father David Adlington, that day. His sudden
death of a heart attack on 4th January was a considerable shock which has rocked our Church 
and Parish. Many still miss him very greatly. We are now in interregnum and await a new Priest
to inspire and work with us in our historic Christian mission.

The work which we have done under Father Adlington’s leadership has restored hope to the 
Parish, not only showing that we are credible but that we are also filled with exciting potential 
for mission and growth.
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Current Situation:   Attendance; Services; Interaction; Finance  

Attendance. We are a Resolution Parish which provides a
peaceful sanctuary available to all who seek comfort and
spiritual solace. People attend St. Peter’s from the Parish and
from across South-east Kent. 

There are 52 people currently on the Electoral Roll, with a
regular Sunday attendance of 41 people. (aged 0-17 = 3; aged
18-69 = 29; aged 70+ = 20), the younger members attending
Sunday School. Over 110 people attend at Christmas and
Easter. In addition the Church is used regularly by St. Peter’s
Church of England Primary School for assemblies and for
Mass. Our weekly attendance at various services is therefore
around 150 persons, 100 children and 50 adults. 

Adult attendance considerably increases for special celebrations such as Holy Days, Prize 
Givings, Confirmations etc. when the Church is often full. We also work with the Royal Naval 
Association for the annual Trafalgar Day Service; and with the Mayors of the Cinque Ports and 
fishing community for the annual Blessing of the Fisheries, which is attended by large crowds 
(500-1000), depending upon the weather.

Services. On Sundays, there is Low Mass at 8 a.m. and 
Solemn Mass at 10.30 a.m. Low Mass is said on  Tuesday at 
7.00 p.m. and on Thursdays at 12 noon. The 6pm service of 
sung Evening Prayer on Sundays (BCP) is followed once a 
month by Benediction. Feast Days are marked with a sung 
Mass at 7.30 p.m. The period of silent prayer and 
meditation and the regular Bible study have been 
postponed during the interregnum (except for Lent). We 
regularly follow the Stations of the Cross through Lent.

The congregation and non-Church going members of the 
Parish and fishing community still often use the Church for 
Baptisms (13 in 2017); Confirmations (10 in 2017); 

Weddings (1 in 2017); Marriage Blessings (1 in 2017) and Funerals (1 in 2017). Given that the 
population of the Parish is 3,800 people, we have room for improvement. 
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Interaction We are active in the Diocesan Forward in Faith Group and support the annual day 
pilgrimage to Walsingham. We are also active in the Deanery Synod and Diocesan Synod with 
two reps. in each and support Churches Together in Folkestone. We also support the local 
chapter of the Guild of the Servants of the Sanctuary.

Along with other Churches in 
the Town we helped to found 
and continue to support, the 
Folkestone Rainbow Centre, to
provide for those in urgent 
need. Other charities that we 
regularly support over the year
include: Water Aid; Aid to the 
Church in Need; Green bottle 
tops for Autism and Friends of 
Kent Churches Ride and Stride.
The Church provides a focal 
point for largely social 
activities taking place in the 
Parish, such as Coffee 
Mornings (every Thursday) and

small exhibitions. We give full access to Folkestone Walking Tours to share the heritage of 
the Church with visitors to the Town and also open for annual Heritage Open Days. 

Finance Throughout the Plurality with the Church of St. Mary and St. Eanswythe with St. 
Saviour, the congregation has worked hard to rebuild the Church, its mission and financial 
position. It has managed to meet its half of the Parish share. Regular Grants from the 
Ridsdale Trust, which exists to support Anglo-Catholic mission in the Parish, have been 
essential for maintenance costs. 

On finding ourselves in interregnum, once again, several members of the congregation 
have pledged to make up the additional Parish share so that the Parish may once again be 
able to have its own full time incumbent, ending the plurality. Following discussion with the
Diocese the result is the Forward in Folkestone Foundation, which will sponsor the extra 
half-post funding to provide a full time Priest-in-Charge for St. Peter’s Church for the next 
five years, after which the financial position will be reviewed. 

The current position of the Church is viable. We now seek a Priest to help us to fully 
flourish. 

Credible. Viable. Potential. These are exciting times for the Church and Parish of St. Peter, 
Folkestone. 
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PART TWO: THE PROFILE
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The Priest That We Need        

1. A mission priest with Christian courage,
 confidence and charisma, 

who, with a generous heart,
will lead, 

renew and inspire us. 
Someone who brings out 

the best in others and will galvanise 
the laity to proclaim the Gospel

and in-break the Kingdom

2. A man who is committed
 to providing 

pastoral care to the residents,
businesses and schools of the Parish 

as well as to those who attend the
 Church from further afield. 

Do you get seasick? Hopefully not, because it is time to 
renew our mission to the fishing community!

3. A man who preaches 
from the heart

 and touches the souls of those around him.
A man who not only ‘suffers the little children’ 

but loves and leads them unto God.

4. A Priest with a good understanding 
of the Liturgy and the Catholic tradition,

of the Anglican Church.
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A man who is 
Prepared to work
 hard  to increase 

our presence in the
 Parish  and Town and 

able to embrace
 other traditions in terms
 of co-operation without 

compromising 
any of the principles 

of St. Peter’s
- Andrew

It would be a good thing
 if he had experience of earning

 a living before ordination
- Tony B. 

. 
Someone able to embrace and

 reach out to the schools, 
the Parish and beyond 

– and be counted!
Someone with bags 

of energy!
- Jill 

A Priest with the energy and
 outgoing personality to lead us. 

Someone who will become known around
 the Parish (not just driving to and

 from Church) and wants to engage 
with people

- Jenny



Must be 6’2”,blond, blue eyes,
handsome with manicured hands…!

Jokes aside – he will need a bucketful of 
good humour...

- Julie

5. A Priest for whom
 the Presence of Jesus Christ
 in the Most Holy Sacrament

 of the Altar is real. 
A devout man of prayer, 

spirit, presence and reverence,
dedicated to God, to His Son Jesus Christ and to Our Lady. 
A man sensitive to the working of the Holy Spirit through 

our congregation, schools, Church and Parish

6. A priest who will
work collaboratively 

and innovatively with the many 
civic, secular and ecumenical 

organisations
 throughout the town, 

showing vision, energy and imagination.

7. The Parish is under the oversight
 of the Bishop of Richborough

 and seeks a Priest of The Society. 
A preference is also expressed for a member of the 
Society of the Holy Cross (SSC) or The Federation of 

Catholic Priests (FCP) 
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YES! We know that the Angel
Gabriel is busy… he is helping us

to find you!
- The PCC

A priest who 
will embrace our 
role within the 

Church of England, 
Diocese and Deanery, 
Whilst embracing that 

together with our 
fellow Christians we 

are all members
of the One 

Body of Christ
- Adrian

St. Peter’s is often at the 
forefront of things and 

often in the public 
or media gaze. The 

new priest will have to have courage 
and the self-confidence to 

maintain public visibility
- David 
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What We Can Offer        

1. A church filled with real presence.
A Parish and congregation 

where the Holy Spirit is at work, 
ripe for teaching and growth,

 as we reach to reconnect 
to our historic Christian 

mission

2. Dynamic Churchwardens,
a strong PCC, 

two actively retired Assistant Priests
and a supportive congregation,

awaiting your leadership 
but who will also care for you, respecting your privacy, prayer 

and recuperation time.

3.  This is an area of
fast moving change.

Whilst the Parish is undergoing rapid regeneration
there remain pockets of great need and long term poverty.

4.   A diverse Christian family 
which tries to accept 

everyone into our heart.
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St. Peter’s has a warm 
And  welcoming feel about it.
It is a very quiet and tranquil 
place for private meditation. 

Its Anglo-Catholic 
traditions fit very

well with our family faith. 
We are fortunate to 

live in this Parish.
 - Mylene 

The church is 
an intimate space

 and possesses a warm and 
homely atmosphere.

 Worship is dignified and allows 
the congregation to 

experience the beauty
 of holiness.

John.

St Peters is important to me
 as a family church. 

My grandmother was confirmed at St. Peters. 
My uncle was a choir boy as St Peters. 

Three of my four daughters were christened
 at St. Peters

 and I was married at St. Peters.
- Ken



5. A famous Anglo-Catholic
mission church,

 recently restored,
 which seeks to be
 a beacon of faith 

across Folkestone and South-east Kent.

6. A seaside life-style, in a vibrant and exciting town,
 with nearby beaches, bars, restaurants, fresh seafood, cliff top walks, 

water sports, wonderful wildlife and chic arts and crafts, 
whilst in easy reach of Canterbury, London

… and Europe

7.  A spacious family-sized Victorian Vicarage 
with sea views, garden 
and extensive cellarage
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When we moved 
to Folkestone 

we spent close to a year
 attending all of the churches 

and settled on St. Peters. 
It is a close and caring community

 where worship is steeped 
in holiness and tradition

- Andy and Hazel

What does St. Peter’s offer?
The profundity of the Stations

of the Cross 
- Tony B.

St Peter's is an oasis 
for those with catholic beliefs. 
We are a friendly, supportive 

congregation with strong leadership 
from our church wardens, 

but a church should never stand still
 and we need to expand this.

- Jill



The Schools 

1. St. Peter’s Church of England Primary School

St. Peter’s Church of England Primary School has been serving the
Folkestone Harbour area and the wider community since 1872. Living out it’s motto, 
Inspired by God’s Word, it seeks to live out it’s Christian Values (which can be found on the 
school’s website) both in school and in the wider community. It has 104 pupils. 

Sharing the same site as the church and vicarage 
means that the school has a long tradition of 
involvement with St. Peter’s church. Pupils 
participate in a variety of services which often 
take the form of a Mass to mark holy days and 
festivals as well as significant landmarks in school 
life. The school also takes part in a 'Church 
Sunday' initiative twice a year. 

Previous incumbents have held regular weekly 
collective worship services for all pupils in the church which has been maintained by 
associate priests during the interregnum. There are two Foundation Governors, one 
Diocesan appointed and the other serves on the PCC. It is hoped the new incumbent will 
take up the right to become an ex-officio governor, sit on the school’s Christian 
Distinctiveness Panel and continue to build on the work by the previous incumbent in 
forging ever stronger relationships with both children and staff.

The school recognises its dual position as a Diocesan School in a Society Parish and enjoys 
strong relationships with both the Bishop of Dover and the Bishop of Richborough, usually 
benefiting from a visit from both each year. 

Every year the school and incumbent have worked together to prepare a number of 
children in Year 4 and upwards for baptism, confirmation or first communion and this is 
something that we would very much like to continue. 

In recent years the school has placed a large emphasis on developing child-led worship 
both in collective worship and in Eucharistic services. The school was rated as ‘Good’ by 
Ofsted in a 2015 inspection and ‘Outstanding’ in a SIAMs inspection in July 2018. 

Mrs Toni Browne
Headteacher

http://www.stpetersfolkestone.com
18

http://stpetersfolk.church St. Peter’s Church  © St. Peter’s PCC

http://www.stpetersfolkestone.com/


19
http://stpetersfolk.church St. Peter’s Church  © St. Peter’s PCC

I would like our new Vicar 
to be peaceful and 

show us the love of God.

I think our new Vicar 
has to be wonderful,
 polite, lovely, kind, 
clever and gentle.

Our new Vicar 
Should be a good storyteller and

 animated during services

Our new Vicar 
Should be easy for us to talk to

A new Vicar 
should be someone we can look up to,

trustworthy, happy, cheerful

The new Vicar 
should be understanding of children

and their needs and worries



2. Folkestone St. Mary’s Church of England
Primary Academy    

St. Mary’s School was founded in 1854 and built on Church land on
Dover Road. Canon Matthew Woodward, Vicar of the Church of St Mary and St Eanswythe, 
had become concerned at the lack of schools in the rapidly expanding town. He persuaded 

Lord Radnor to donate land for a new 
school, just as he would later on for the 
founding of the Chapel of St. Peter and St. 
Peter’s School. 
Today, St, Mary’s School has become a 
Church founded Academy that still follows 
a strong Christian ethos and promotes the 
Christian character of the school through 
all areas of its work from curriculum 
design through to school leadership. It has
479 pupils with a built capacity for 420.

The school continues to have close ties to the Church of St. Mary and St. Eanswythe but as 
it now finds itself in the ‘newer’ Parish of St. Peter, the Vicar of St. Peter’s also takes a 
regular part in the life of the school. The School also visits the Church as part of their 
curriculum work. This relationship has been disrupted by the current interregnum.

https://www.stmarysfolkestone.com

3 Martello Primary             

This new school is part of Turner Schools Trust which 
took over the site in January 2017. Although close to 
the Church, as the full opening fell during the 
interregnum no relationship has currently been 
developed. It has the capacity for 210 pupils. 

           https://www.turnermartello.org
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The Blessing of the Fisheries

The Blessing of the Fisheries is one of Folkestone's oldest and most colourful traditions. It is
first mentioned in the records of St. Peter's during the early 1890's, although the tradition 
has much older roots. Fishermen and women, along with servers and clergy from St. 
Peter's and other visiting Parishes, together with the Mayor of Folkestone, Mayors of the 
Cinque Ports and Civic Dignitaries, Parishioners and tourists, form a long procession from 
the Church to the Stade, where the fishery, boats, nets etc. are blessed for the coming year.
The procession then returns to the Church for a Blessing and then tea. 

In times past the fishing boats would be dressed by their owners and bunting put up on 
the Stade. The ceremony usually took place on the Sunday following the patronal Festival 
of St. Peter (29th June) but it is now timed to be on the afternoon of ‘Town Sunday’ (Last 
Sunday in June), when the Mayor of Folkestone is proclaimed, thus celebrating 
Folkestone’s two oldest festivals on the same day.  However, this arrangement is, once 
again, under review. 

The Blessing of the Fisheries is a large and challenging undertaking for a small 
congregation, which provides tea for over 100 people as well as dealing with all the 
necessary bureaucracy for a major public event. Nevertheless, it is a highlight of the 
Church year. 

The Blessing of the fisheries is usually led by a Bishop, who also leads the morning Mass. 
2018 saw a particularly memorable celebration. To mark the Sesquicentenary of the Parish 
of St. Peter, the morning Mass was led by Bishop Peter Wheatley and the Blessing of the 
Fisheries by His Grace, Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury. 
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The Vicarage:   A Victorian Wonder  

The family-sized Victorian Vicarage is situated
between the Church and St. Peter’s School, all three
are parts of one contiguous St. Peter’s building.
There is a separate Garage a few feet away from the
front door, reserved for the use of the Priest and
also a reserved parking space outside the front door
of the Vicarage.

On the ground floor is an Entrance Hall, WC; Study
and Kitchen (with garden access). There is also a
door downstairs to three small Cellar rooms, which
together provide considerable cellarage. The central
heating/water boiler is also situated in one of these.

Up the staircase a locked door provides 
private (Vicarage) access to a public stair 
case leading to two rooms currently used 
as the Church Office and Sunday School, 
along with a further WC. 

The first floor provides two large 
bedrooms and a Sitting Room with a 
Veranda, with one of the finest Vicarage 
views, looking over the garden to the 
harbour and Straits of Dover to France. 

The Second Floor provides three
more substantial Bedrooms, one with
a partially fitted Dressing Room.
There is a large Airing Cupboard
around the hot water tank. There is
also a Bathroom with bath and
shower and a separate WC. 
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The Parish: A Quick Introduction 

Folkestone Harbour is the 12th

poorest Municipal Area in Kent
and 572nd nationally. Whilst the
entire harbour area is not in our
Parish, much of it is. Our Parish
deprivation rank is 1,360/12,519.  

The deprivation in our Parish is
hidden. Penetrate the veneer and
family circumstances can be
shocking. We live in a strongly pro-
Brexit community. 

The new fast rail link to London
has brought Folkestone within the
London commuter belt and the
commuters moving in are bringing
a new genteel veneer. A now
vibrant arts community, cafes, fine restaurants etc. are growing in the Town. Instead of ships 
and ferries, the harbour arm now attracts day-trippers to an array of bars and eateries. 

A new harbour development of luxury restaurants and flats is proposed across the old harbour,
much of the development will be in our Parish bringing us opportunities for mission in both 
new and old communities. 

There are currently 3,782 people resident in the Parish, in 1,638 registered households in 
an area of 0.7 square miles. The population is 97.4% white and of an evenly spread age-
profile, tilted slightly to the over 50’s. 

On a sunny day, the views across from the harbour to the White Cliffs of Dover and across 
the Channel to France are stunning. The Parish stretches from the harbour to the more 
genteel East Cliff and up the Dover Road to various ages of housing estate. 
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The Town: On the Up 

Folkestone is a port town on the 
English Channel in the county of Kent.
It is part of the Diocese of Canterbury 
in the South-east of England. It is on 
the south edge of the North Downs 
and the edge of the White Cliffs of 
Dover. 

The town has evidence of settlement 
back to the Stone Age through the 
Roman era and into the Saxon period.
It was here that St. Eanswythe, 
daughter of King Aethelbert of Kent, 

chose to found one of the earliest nunneries in England during the 7th Century. Folkestone 
developed from a fishing village into a sea port during the 13th Century. Its facilities were 
enhanced against French invasion during the Napoleonic Wars. The port and town 
expanded rapidly with the arrival of the railway in 1843. On the front line in both World 
Wars, Folkestone nevertheless flourished until the arrival of the Channel Tunnel, which 
undermined the port. This ended centuries of inter-connectedness to the French coast and 
all but destroyed the local economy. At the same time European Union fishing policy 
savaged the fishing fleet. As a result the town economy became stagnant for some years. 

The town is now recovering due to the arrival of the fast rail link to London, bringing in 
London commuters and the large sums invested by
Sir Roger de Haan, (of Saga Holidays) back into the
town. It is becoming a cutting edge centre for arts,
crafts and culinary delights and is generally
considered in The Guardian and elsewhere, to be a
‘cool’ place to reside. 

There are numerous schools, including girls and
boys Grammar Schools and Canterbury is within
easy reach, which contains some of the most
outstanding schools in the country. 

The town is divided into five Parishes/Benefices,
together they form the Folkestone Group, which
was founded in 2015. However, the Group has not
been particularly active. Churches Together in
Folkestone remains the main network for Churches
to work together across the town. 
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The Diocese: Supporting our Historic Mission      

  The Diocese of Canterbury is actively exploring ways of 
  proclaiming God’s love afresh while building on the heritage of 
  more than 1400 years of service to this part of Kent. Churches 

  of all traditions are being true to the faith they have received and also working together to
serve our communities. To aid this work, we have a Diocesan Strategy, Changed Lives 
→Changing Lives, to help us focus on five key strands of mission to grow the Church for the
future (see www.canterburydiocese.org/new-strategy for the latest update). 

The Bishop of Dover

“In my judgement, the missional opportunities now open to St Peter’s
are immense. The wider community of East Folkestone, the Deanery
and our Diocese join me I know in praying for the flourishing of St
Peter’s as together we seek to serve the needs of those entrusted to our
care and work together in fulfilling that mission which has been
entrusted to us by God himself.” 

The Right Revd. Trevor Wilmot, Bishop of Dover

The Bishop of Richborough

“Saint Peter on the East Cliff Folkestone has risen phoenix-like, not once but twice, from the 
ashes in its recent history.

A fire destroyed the north aisle in 1996 while a sizeable number of the
congregation joined the Ordinariate in 2011. Despite this today the
church stands proudly above the fishing harbour, fully restored and
with a congregation that is positive, creative and focused.  The fabric
has been fully renewed both inside and out, modern works of art have
been commissioned and installed while engagement with the local
community is vibrant and confident.

The profile speaks for itself. Parish life at Saint Peter’s will always be
rewarding, dynamic and challenging.

The congregation are most definitely looking for an energetic and
prayerful priest keen to help take them forward into the next and
exciting stage of Christian witness in Folkestone.”

The Right Revd. Norman Banks, Bishop of Richborough
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The Archdeacon of Ashford

“I am grateful for the particular witness and mission that St Peter’s
has given over the years, supported by excellent worship. I believe
that the parish has a new vigour for today’s mission, rooted in its
strong, catholic tradition, which can not only change lives for the
people of East Folkestone but also be a resource to the wider town,
deanery and diocese. I look forward to working with a new priest
who is confident in their faith and ready to nurture that mission.”

The Ven. Darren Miller, Archdeacon of Ashford

The Area Dean of Elham

“Elham Deanery covers Folkestone, Hythe and the Elham Valley. St Peter’s
Church, situated above Folkestone harbour, and neighbouring Church of
England parishes endeavour to work together in their mission to East
Folkestone through a mutual respect of their different traditions.”  

The Reverend Canon Roger Martin, Acting Area Dean

From our Neighbours… 

“I feel you should seek a priest from The Society whose Theological views on admission to 
the priesthood are consistent to your own… I would like to see the new appointment being 
someone who will engage in the life of Folkestone town, in particular, and Elham Deanery 
in general.” 
Rev. Bob Weldon TSSF, Vicar, Trinity Benefice

“No doubt you will want to appoint a Priest whose theological views are consistent with 
your own, which I fully understand.” 
Rev. Steve Bradford, Vicar, St. John’s Church

“As to what priest you might like to appoint? A priest that loves Jesus, loves to work in 
schools, loves to work in areas of deprivation and a priest who would be able to work 
happily within the wider Anglican Communion.” 
Rev. Jane Weeks, Priest-in-Charge, Benefice of Elham
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Application & Contact Details

Please ensure that you have downloaded or otherwise obtained the full information pack 
with regard to this vacancy: The Parish Profile; The Blueprint for Mission; and Supporting 
Documentation. 

As well as reading these, you are encouraged to visit our website at: 

http://stpetersfolk.church

Both Church Wardens will be happy to answer any questions and can be contacted as 
shown below: 

Dr David M. Wilson 01303 256627   <warden@stpetersfolk.church>

Mr Kenneth Greenland 01303 210305  <warden@stpetersfolk.church>

The deadline for applications is…. 

SUNDAY 3rd MARCH 2019

Applications should be submitted to:

Mrs Louise Mills, 
PA to the Archdeacon of Ashford
The Archdeaconry, Pett Lane, Charing, Ashford, Kent, TN27 0DL

<louise.mills@archdeacashford.org>

The appointment is subject to DBS disclosure.
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