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Welcome to this Benefice Profile and Role 
Description…and welcome to the Diocese of 
Winchester! 

At the heart of our life here is the desire to be 
always Living the Mission of Jesus. We are 
engaged in a strategic process to deliver a 
mission-shaped Diocese, in which parochial, 
pastoral and new forms of pioneering and radical 
ministry all flourish. Infused with God’s 
missionary Spirit we want three character traits 
to be clearly visible in how we live:  

▪ Passionate personal spirituality; 
▪ Pioneering faith communities;  
▪ Prophetic global citizens. 

The Diocese of Winchester is an exciting place to be right now.  With a grant of £4.3m from the 
Strategic Development Fund, we are investing in missional projects across the diocese which are 
aimed at strategic growth for the common good.  We pray that, if God is calling you to join us 
in his mission here, he will reveal this to you clearly as you consider this post. 

“From his fullness we have all received grace upon grace.” (John 1:16) 

https://www.winchester.anglican.org/winchester-mission-action/
 
 

 

Tim Dakin                                                             David Williams 
Bishop of Winchester                                            Bishop of Basingstoke 

Alton Deanery 

Alton Deanery comprises five benefices, with a total of 23 buildings and 18 parishes, gathered 
around and including the market town of Alton. A prime focus within the Deanery is our Mission 
Action Plan, which we regard as constant work in progress, and via which we are seeking to:  

• develop and enthuse lay leaders;  
• engage with schools in the Deanery (Primary and Secondary, Church and ‘State’) to develop 

the faith and prayer of the pupils and families;  
• encourage Fresh Expressions and the planting of new congregations, as we explore how best 

to offer a breadth of worship across the Deanery;  
• offer opportunities to share gifts to equip and build up the whole people of God for mission 

and ministry. 

Chapter meetings are usually held whilst sharing a light lunch, bringing an emphasis on support 
and encouragement of one another, and also spending time together with the Bible and in 
prayer. 

You,and the parish, are in my prayers at this time of discernment. 

 Brian Pritchard,Area Dean of Alton  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Overview
Thank you for your interest in our Parish Profile and the role of The Associate Priest of the 
Parish of the Resurrection.  This vacancy arises from the previous post holder being 
appointed as Managing Chaplain at HMP Winchester.  He had been in post for five years 
seeing the parish through vacancy and then working alongside the Vicar, Revd Andrew 
Micklefield, who was appointed in May 2014.  

The Parish of the Resurrection is a vibrant, growing, mission focussed community set at 
the heart of the market town of Alton and a presence in the villages of Beech and 
Holybourne all in North East Hampshire near the Surrey border.  We have four churches 
and a large dynamic Ministry Team including Associate Priests, LLMs, a Youth Minister, 
Schools Ministry Co-ordinator, Parish Administrators, Anna Chaplains and many 
dedicated people serving in various roles.

We have recently discussed and discerned a Five Year Plan for the Parish which will give 
clear direction and focus for the future.  We have realigned our PCC structures and 
committees to reflect these priorities and there is an expectation of more growth, outreach 
and ministry.  

Our worship is varied with the informal Church@4 which is held in our two local Church 
of England Primary Schools, small informal Sunday Evening Worship, Parish 
Communion services, early morning BCP communion, Choral Evensong, Reflective 
Communion and other special and festival services.

We are outward looking and are active in the local community supporting The Alton 
Foodbank, Town Pastors, Christians Against Poverty and other town wide ecumenical 
initiatives.  We have just completed the first year of trading with Resurrection Furniture, a 
social enterprise initiative working from a shop on Alton High Street.

The profile continues giving more detail.  You might find our website helpful - 
www.potr-alton.co.uk or please contact the Vicar, Revd Andrew Micklefield, on 01420 
88794 or andrewmicklefield@gmail.com

� � �     
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Introduction 
Lying at the heart of North East Hampshire, the parish encompasses the market town of 
Alton and the nearby villages of Beech and Holybourne. Alton has a diverse and 
increasing population of approximately 19,000, with a strong sense of community, and is 
situated at the end of a commuter line to London Waterloo. It is 10 - 15 miles from the 
larger towns of Basingstoke to the NW, Farnham to the NE and Winchester to the SW. The 
parish has a wide socio-economic spectrum with homes ranging from social housing to 
exclusive dwellings. Many church members play active roles in the variety of groups and 
organisations within the town. Recent town mayors have been worshippers and one of the 
clergy is often invited to be the mayor’s chaplain. 

The Parish of the Resurrection was formed in 2009 by the amalgamation of two existing 
town parishes and was joined by a third parish in 2010. At the same time a covenant with 
the local Methodist church was signed. This is called the Greater Alton Project (GAP). A 
great deal of time has been spent in building relationships across the parish and with 
Alton Methodist Church.  GAP has its own Covenant Council which advises on joint 
ministry and mission matters.  It has spear-headed Anna Chaplaincy, Youth & Children’s 
Ministry, Chaplaincy at Alton College and one off events and social activities.

The Associate Priest will live in the Holybourne Vicarage which is a large 1960s built 
family home next to The Village Hall and on the same road as the church.  It offers a large 
lounge, separate dining room, kitchen and utility areas, downstairs cloakroom and a 
spacious study on the ground floor.  Upstairs there are four generous bedrooms and 
family bathroom.  The loft space has been renovated to provide space for another room 
accessed by ladder.  There is a single garage and large garden.  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Vision
The Parish Vision statement is:

Proclaiming the Risen Jesus
Steadfast in Faith
Active in Service

We have now discerned a Five Year Plan which will take us through until 2023.  A separate 
attachment explains more.  It is clearly focussed around growth under four areas:

• Growing Disciples
• Growing Community
• Growing Younger
• Growing Structures

We are looking for an Associate Priest who will demonstrably lead and minister within 
our vision and Five Year Plan.  We need someone with enthusiasm to speak and 
encourage the  mission of the risen Jesus, help us to be firmly rooted in Him and our faith 
and who can witness courageously with us.  We are looking for a leader of church and 
community who releases people to seek and work for the Kingdom of God, who is 
confident and competent to help lead more growth in congregations and common good.  
Our Associate Priest will be part of a strong team and should be able to work 
collaboratively and creatively.  We have much to offer someone who will enjoy new 
ventures yet equally is able to hold the more traditional aspects of ministry.  We will want 
someone who can take focal responsibility for the village and church of Holybourne 
seeking opportunities to grow disciples and church in that place both evangelistically and 
pastorally.  
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Worship
The four churches of the parish provide a range of worship styles. 
All Saints Church This Victorian church has an Anglo-Catholic tradition and a twice 
monthly 8am Traditional Communion and other services at 10.30am with a Reflective 
Communion once a month at 4pm.  Congregations are about 10 and 20 respectively. 
Discussion is taking place as to future uses of the building to engage more with the local 
community and our Parish Five Year Plan.
Church of the Holy Rood, Holybourne There is a regular congregation for the 9.30 am 
Sunday service numbering around 25, but a much larger congregation meets at the 
monthly Church@4 held at Andrews Endowed CE Primary School - approximately 60-70 
adults and children attend.  In July 2018 the church was reopened after ‘The Living Space 
Project’ which reordered the church with kitchen, toilets, more storage facilities and the 
introduction of moveable pew seating.  There is now a ‘Looking Forward’ group which is 
praying and discerning ways in which the church and village can use the building more 
effectively with clear mission and outreach focus.
St Lawrence Church  Originally this was the only Anglican church in Alton and it has 
retained the largest congregations and greatest range of activities.  Services follow a range 
of styles and, at 10.30 a.m., have a strong musical and teaching content. Once a month 
there is a service of Choral Evensong and the other Sunday evenings host Evening 
Worship led mainly by lay people and with an informal feel.  On the first Sunday of each 
month Church@4 is held at St Lawrence CE Primary School and has grown a new 
congregation of young families.  St Lawrence has a worshipping community of about 200 
adults and children spread across the different services and throughout a month.

St Peter’s, Beech  The church has an intimate feel. Communion Services are held at 
9.15am every Sunday except for a lay led Morning Worship on the first Sunday of the 
month. The congregation numbers about 20-25 adults.
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The Ministry Team

Vicar Associate Priest
Revd Andrew Micklefield ‘This could be you’

SSM Curate Assistant Priest (PTO)
Revd Joy Windsor Revd Ian Toombs

Assistant Priest & Chaplain Treloars Assistant Priest (PTO)
Revd Lynn Power Revd Martin East

LLM & Anna Chaplain Assistant Priest & Anna Chaplain
Mrs Debbie Thrower Revd Rachel Sturt
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LLM Youth Minister &Alton College Chaplain
Mrs Margaret Bell Ali Wright

Parish Administrator Parish Administrator
Philippa Penfold Carole James

What we do
• We have a number of home groups which meet across the parish in different forms
• Morning Prayer is said at St Lawrence Church every week day at 8.45am
• Compline is held on Thursday evenings at 8pm in St Lawrence Church

• Midweek Communion is held every Wednesday morning at 9.30am in All Saints 

Church

• There is a small group of pray-ers who meet on Saturday mornings

• We support regular Alpha courses 

• There is strong team of bell-ringers who ring at Holybourne, All Saints and St Lawrence

•  Beech Lunch Club meets every month in the Beech Village Hall catering for over 40 

people

• Resurrection Furniture is a separate charity which runs a furniture recycling shop on 

Alton High Street

• A monthly Community Market is held at The Parish Centre

• We help run the weekly Fair-trade Coffee Morning at Alton Methodist Church
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• The All Saints Hard of Hearing Group meets fortnightly in The All Saints Hall

• We host the monthly Alton Organ Society concerts at St Lawrence Church

•  The successful Teddies Toddler Groups meet at St Lawrence Church and in Holybourne 

Church every week

• On Sundays we gather primary aged children at The Lighthouse in The Parish Centre - 

there are about 60 children registered

• Ali Wright organises our Youth Groups (FROG and METTLE) which meet weekly - and 

lots of social and discipleship activities for them too.  She also spends time at Alton 

College and our two secondary schools

• Joy Windsor runs the Covenant Training Choir and The Covenant Youth Choir on 

Friday evenings for children and young people - they sing for regular services and 

concerts

• We conduct about 50 baptisms, 80 funerals and 25 weddings every year

• We minister in our two Church of England Primary Schools (Andrews Endowed and St 

Lawrence) and offer Collective Worship, RE support, and visits in other primary sector 

schools and 2 secondary schools. We hold two Service After Schools (Messy Church 

style) at St Lawrence and All Saints

• Every Monday morning people from the parish undertake ‘Platform Pastors’ ministry at 

Alton Railway Station

• Over the last few years the parish has nurtured a number of people’s vocations to lay 

and ordained ministry

• People from the parish, especially the clergy, are invited to lead and participate in civic 

events - these are often based at St Lawrence Church

• Regular men’s breakfasts and ladies Meet and Eat events are held

• A range of Christmas events and services and a full Lent and Holy Week experience
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The Greater Alton Project
Since 2009 there has been a Covenant Relationship between Alton Methodist Church and 
the Parish of the Resurrection under the banner “Anglicans and Methodists journeying 
together”. We have been holding joint confirmation/church membership preparation 
classes and services, studying together, learning together and worshipping together as 
part of our commitment to this exciting venture.

The Greater Alton Project is about far more than what Anglican and Methodist Christians 
get up to amongst themselves; for the vision that continually inspires and motivates GAP 
is to work together in order that they may better serve, minister and witness to the town 
and local community.

Under the banner of GAP, we have:
• established Anna Chaplaincy, a ministry to Older People.  

Debbie Thrower was the first appointed Anna Chaplain and 
worked to begin a highly significant pioneering ministry to 
the residential and care homes of the community as well as 
regular pastoral care to older people and their families in their 
own homes Anna Chaplaincy is named after the faithful older widow in Luke’s gospel 
story of  Simeon and Anna. The approach is now central to a national initiative from 
The Bible Reading Fellowship, (BRF) called The Gift of Years — ‘resourcing the spiritual 
journey of older people’.  Anna Chaplaincy seeks to accompany older people at this 
stage of their life. It is an ecumenical, community-based, chaplaincy approach to 
promoting the spiritual welfare of older people. Anna Chaplaincy is a person-centred, 
non-judgemental ministry for people of strong, little or no faith at all.

   As Debbie’s work increased with BRF we appointed our second Anna Chaplain, Helen   
   Jesty, and she was quickly joined by Jonathan Rooke who volunteered one day a week in 
   Alton but is now employed by another local benefice as their Anna Chaplain.  After 
   Helen left we appointed Rachel Sturt who carries on the local ‘older people’ ministry 
   and working as part of the Parish Ministry Team.

• gathered for meals as ‘the travelling meal’ moves from church to church through the 
year enabling good community and friendship between members
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• grown and developed ‘Open the Book’ teams who use the Bible Society resources to 
lead Collective Worship in all our local primary schools - we now have three teams

• used the ‘Pray for Schools’ initiative materials to help people regularly pray and 
support our local schools

• established ‘Library Club’  where The Anna Chaplains and members of the Parish 
Visiting Team take over Alton Library on a Wednesday afternoon mainly for older 
people

• held a monthly ‘Service After School’ using Messy Church principles and resources at St 
Lawrence Church - with a regular attendance of 50-60 adults and children and another 
at All Saints Church with a smaller but regular attendance.

• served mince pies at Alton Railway Station every Christmas inviting people to join us 
for services and wishing people a ‘Happy Christmas’

Living Here

Alton is a thriving market town with a good range of shops including Sainsburys, 
Waitrose, Marks & Spencers, Waterstones and Boots.  There are many restaurants and 
cafes in the town.

We are within driving distance of Winchester, Guildford, Farnham, Alresford and 
Basingstoke.  From Alton Station you can be at London Waterloo in 1 hour 15 minutes.

Local schools as all in high demand - 7 primary schools, 2 secondary schools and Alton 
College. There is a Sports Centre in Alton and a good range of other sporting facilities in 
and around the town.

The surrounding area is rural and beautiful with the South Downs National Park on our 
doorstep.  May of the local villages have welcoming pubs and walks.

PARISH OF THE RESURRECTION ALTON �12



Parish Map showing boundaries  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SERVICE PATTERN - Parish of the Resurrection

8am 9.15am/9.30am 10.30am 4.00pm 6.30pm

1 St Lawrence 
(BCP)

All Saints - 
(CW Trad)

St Peter’s 
Morning Worship

Holy Rood
Parish Communion

All Saints 
Parish Communion

St Lawrence 
School  

Church@4

St Lawrence 
Choral Evensong

2 St Lawrence 
(BCP)

St Peter’s 
Parish Communion

Holy Rood 
Parish Communion

St Lawrence 
Parish Communion

All Saints 
Parish Communion

St Lawrence 
Evening Worship

3 St Lawrence 
(BCP)

All Saints - 
(CW Trad)

St Peter’s
Parish Communion

Holy Rood 
Parish Communion

St Lawrence 
Parish Communion

All Saints 
Reflective 

Communion

St Lawrence 
Evening Prayer

4 St Lawrence 
(BCP)

St Peter’s 
Parish Communion

St Lawrence
Parish Communion

All Saints 
Parish Communion

Andrews Endowed 
School

Church@4

St Lawrence 
Evening Worship

St Lawrence
Monday, 
Tuesday, 

Wednesday 
& Friday
8.45am 
Morning 
Prayer

All Saints
Wednesday

9.30am
Midweek 

Communion

Holy Rood
Thursday 
8.45am

Morning Prayer

St Lawrence
Thursday 

8pm
Compline

St Lawrence
Saturday 
9.45am

Prayer time
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