
Welcome 
to  

The Benefices of 

Barrow & Walton and 

Wymeswold & Prestwold 

Holy Trinity Barrow upon Soar 

St. Andrew’s Prestwold 

St. Mary’s Walton on the Wolds 

St. Mary’s Wymeswold 

Churches in rural 

Leicestershire seeking 

to recruit House-for-

Duty Minister 



Thank you for your interest in the role of  House-for-Duty Minister in the deanery of Akeley East.  I am delighted that you are exploring the possibility of applying for this 

role and I want you to know that there are many of us here in the Diocese of Leicester who are praying for you as you seek to discern God’s calling. 

You can read more details of our Diocesan vision and strategy at www.leicester.anglican.org, but I want to highlight a couple of areas as you begin this exploration. 

Firstly, as a key part of our diocesan strategy for growing the numbers of disciples, the depth of discipleship and growing our capacity to serve our communities, this role 

will incorporate a local response with a diocesan wide commitment.  As part of this strategy we have discerned God’s calling to establish 300 fresh expressions of church 

by 2030 (this equates to the number of existing ‘inherited’ model churches).  This is an ambitious calling, and will only be achieved through prayer, intentional investment 

of time and resources and a focus on equipping all baptised Christians to be sent out in mission.  You will need to show us that you share this vision and commitment, and 

want to be part of a movement of people in mission. 

Secondly, as we move forward in this endeavour, we don’t know how God will raise up the Pioneers and other ministers needed for the fresh expressions of church.  We 

don’t know how God will grow the culture of generous giving within the diocese to make this work sustainable for the long term.  We don’t know exactly how we will 

train, equip and resource people for this new work.  There is much that we don’t know and hence much that we will need to learn.  You will need to show us that you are 

open to learning, committed to working humbly with other colleagues and above all, a person of deep faith and trust in God. 

If you find yourself both excited and daunted by the prospect of what we are doing in the diocese, then it could be that God is calling you.  Please read on, and talk with 

Archdeacon Claire Wood, 0116 261 5309.  

I hope that I may have the opportunity of meeting you in the near future, but in the meantime be assured of my prayers. 

Yours in Christ, 

 

The Rt Revd Martyn Snow 

Bishop of Leicester 

Welcome from  Rt. Rev. Martyn Snow 

Bishop of Leicester 

http://www.leicester.anglican.org


Our vision is to have presence and impact in our 

local communities.  We will grow our churches with 

effective pastoral leadership and collaborative ministry 

founded on practical spirituality that will reach people of 

every background and age group. 

And he said to them, go into all the world and 

proclaim the gospel to the whole creation 

Mark 16:15 



About the Barrow and Wolds Parishes 
Demographics 

• Seven villages in Charnwood District of Leicestershire, lying East of 
Loughborough 

• Total population about 9,800, two-thirds in the large village of Barrow, 
one-third distributed among the other six villages 

• All villages have recently experienced expansion in housing, especially 
Barrow 

• Area has approximately the national average age distribution and a NRS 
grade (social index) of about 4% above the national average1. 

The Churches 

• The churches have, over many years, shared an incumbent and endeav-
oured to work more closely together. They share administration and 
ministry, although not a formal Group or Team currently. 

• The ministry team includes substantial lay contributions 

• Currently four whole group services  (called Benefice Services) each 
year on the fifth Sunday of the month 

• The bellringing teams help each other out for 
event ringing, (e.g. weddings) and occasional 
joint practices 

• Church Magazines: There are two benefice-
based publications that go to most households in 
the group 

• All four churches are in a good state of repair: Fab-
ric Committees collaborate to share good practice 
and maintain a consistent approach to matters re-
lated to the buildings 

• Good Friday Walk which visits all the churches  

• Strong ecumenical links to the Methodists (Barrow 
and Wymeswold) and the Roman Catholics and 
Baptists (Barrow) 

• Two Pastoral Teams set up to minister in the two 
benefices 

1. based on 2011 census, published in https://www.ilivehere.co.uk/statistics-barrow-upon-soar-leicestershire-2594.html 
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The Benefices 
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Barrow and Wolds 

Barrow and 

Walton (PCC) 

Prestwold 
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(PCC) 
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Barrow, upon 

Soar, Holy Trinity 

The Churches 

Walton on the 

Wolds, St. Mary’s 

Prestwold, St. 

Andrew’s 

Wymeswold, St. 

Mary’s 

Burton on the 

Wolds 
Cotes 

Associate Villages 

Hoton 

Wymeswold and 

Prestwold 

The Priest-in-charge is 

the incumbent of all four 

churches, however, the 

Parishes are not formally 

a group or team ministry 



We are seeking a Minister who lives and works in 
the power of the Spirit, someone who... 

• Will work with the Priest-in-Charge and a team of ordained 
and lay members to inspire faith, worship, and excellent 
pastoral care in our churches 

• Is an excellent communicator and a good listener 
• Will have presence and visibility within the wider community, 

achieved in part by appropriate engagement with local 
community and Christian groups  

• Will support development of a mission focused culture that 
enables us to reach out personally to the unchurched and the 
fringe membership  

• Appreciates the different routes through which people come 
to Christ and is comfortable with a variety of worship styles 
within a central Anglican context 

• Can manage their time effectively in the context of ministry 
in a multi-parish collective 

• Guided by the recommendations of the Bishop of Leicester’s 
Rural Commission (2018)1 and the Shaped by God2 vision, will 
help the Priest-in-Charge develop structures that ensure the 
ministry team has time and space to address the mission 
priorities 

1 https://www.leicester.anglican.org/slideshow/deep-wells-and-green-pastures-the-rural-commission/ 
2 https://www.leicester.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/2-Main-Shaped-by-God-renewal-document.pdf 

We are looking for a House-for-Duty Minister  
(Part-time: 2

1
/2 days) 

Applications are welcomed from 

ordained and lay ministers 



We are also recruiting a Priest-in-Charge to lead the benefices 

• With this new appointment, and the existing ministry team (detailed 
below), you will support the Priest-in-Charge in the growth of the 
church in these benefices. 

• The Priest-in-Charge will have sacramental responsibility for all four 
churches, but the liturgical ministry will be shared. 

• The team will share responsibilities, playing to the strengths of each 
member, to provide a ministry that reaches into the wider 
community while spiritually feeding existing church members. 

• You may choose to share responsibilities based on location to 
enhance local relationships. 

• The ministers will deepen spirituality and build up faith through 
teaching and worship with a clear and strong Christian substance. 

 
We are open to alternative arrangements for the two posts and would 
also welcome applications from clergy couples. 

Shaping the ministry team for growth 



Our commitment to you 

• We will listen to your vision for how you will bring 
God’s message to our communities 

• We, the laity,  will give prayerful and practical sup-
port to your ministry  

• We will endeavour to recruit a Priest-in-Charge to 
lead the ministry across the benefices 

• We will provide lay ministers  to regularly share 
leadership of services according to your direction 

• You will be able to rely on dedicated people work-
ing in groups to provide many church-based activi-
ties throughout the parishes 

• We are aware of the challenges of ministering to 
three different parishes and we will offer our sup-
port to help you achieve a good work/life balance; 
we understand that you cannot be everywhere at 
once 



Our challenge is to grow our Christian community in every way.  To 
do this, we believe that we need... 

Shout for joy to the Lord, all 

the earth.  Worship the Lord 

with gladness; come before 

him with joyful songs.  

Psalm 100: 1,2 

We know that to achieve these ambitions 

we must be flexible and open to change 

We are excited about the adventure of change and new growth 



Safeguarding 

Ministry and Administrative Team 
Formal Lay support for the ministry is provided by two  

fully-trained readers.  In addition, there are two pasto-

ral teams working in the benefices. 

Children’s Ministry 

Mrs. Pam Knowles, Reader focusing 

mainly on Barrow and Walton.  Pam 

currently has particular responsibil-

ity for Walton.  Pam also has the re-

sponsibility for funerals, for which 

she has received additional training. 

Mr. Rex Shaw, Reader focusing 

mainly on Wymeswold and Prest-

wold. 

The Readers 

Mrs. Frances Acton, based in Barrow, is the Children’s and Adult Safeguarding 

Co-ordinator across both benefices. 

Each church has a Children’s and a Vulnerable Adult Advocate and an appropri-

ate Lead on the PCC (where required). 

Mrs. Hannah White is the Administrator.  She provides support to the ministry 

team, manages DBS checks, produces printed matter for services and other func-

tions, and many other contributions to the orderly running of the benefices.  She 

is based in Barrow and works 10 hours per week and separately manages the 

Trinity Rooms (bookings etc.) for Barrow (5 hours per week). 

Beverley Lott and Glynis Hetherington lead the pastoral teams in the two 

benefices, respectively. 

Administration 

The House-for-Duty Minister 
We are recruiting a House-for-Duty Minister (Ordained or Lay)  simultane-

ously with this appointment, who will live in Wymeswold and work to sup-

port ministry in the benefices under your direction. 

We also have a Retired Minister (The Rev. Glynis Hetherington) and a Re-

tired Reader (Mr. Ron Hetherington) who are both willing to lead services 

when needed. 

Pastoral Ministry 

Up until October 2018 we enjoyed the ministry of a paid Children’s and 

Families Lay Minister based in Barrow.  She initiated a number of activities 

that we are endeavouring to sustain through volunteer support. 

Baptisms: A team of four from across the benefices prepare and support 

families in baptisms of children in the two benefices. 



Barrow upon Soar 
Village Population 6,536  

Church Electoral Roll 111 

PCC DCC for Barrow and PCC joint with Walton  

Churchwardens 2 Churchwardens + 3 assistants 

Services per Month 16 

• Parish Council organises events to bring people together 

• Two schools 

− Hall Orchard C of E Primary School (480 pupils)  

− Humphrey Perkins School up to GCSE age (830 pupils) 

• Baptist and Methodist churches, Roman Catholic Community 
meet in a local hall 

Holy Trinity Church and congregation 

• Grade II* listed 12th century church extensively rebuilt in the 
1860s  

• In a good state of repair( quinquennial due imminently) 

• Organist, choir; the bells are rung regularly on Sunday  

• Administrator for the Barrow and Wolds churches is based in 
the church office 

• Trinity Rooms, opened in 2012 

Services and Events 

• Holy Communion every Sunday and 
Wednesday 

• All Age Worship on first Sunday 

• Messy Church monthly  

• Little Angels Pram Service weekly 

• Youth club twice monthly 

• Junior Church and choir, Mothers’ Union, 
Men’s Group, House Group (Bible study) 
and Pilgrim Group all held regularly 

• Primary School visits church for Christian festivals, at the end 
of the school year, and for educational visits.  

• ‘Churches Together in Barrow’ organises three services an-
nually for all Barrow Christians using the three churches. 

• Starting Rite (new babies’ and parents’ course 3 times per 
year) 

The Parish and Village 

• Well served by road and rail networks 

• New housing estates recently built and 
more planned 

• The marina on River Soar berths several 
hundred boats 

• Amenities include Post Office, several shops, 
public houses, take-aways and restaurants 

• Extension provides a hall which can 
be variously divided, kitchen / toilets 

• Space used for events and extensive-
ly for children’s work 

• Hired out by community, providing 
valuable source of income 

At a Glance 



• Excellent support for all major fes-
tivals 

• Two organists available 

• Sacristan plus two members of 
congregation authorized to assist 
with Communion 

• Three lay intercessors 

• Small but active band of bell ringers 

• Regular congregation of about 40 

• Church finances are sound and Parish 
Contribution is generous 

Church Services and Events 

• Weekly Sunday service (one all age 
worship and three Holy Communion) 

• Refreshments served after all services 

• Special services held to celebrate ma-
jor Christian festivals  

• Well attended candlelit Christmas Car-
ol Service and Cribtingle Service  

Prestwold 

• Burton on the Wolds (pop. 1,208) 

− With garage/shop, public house, sports ground and 
village hall.  Primary School has 180 pupils: although it 
is not a C of E school, it has good links to Prestwold 
church and its annual carol service fills the church to 
bursting point. 

• Hoton (pop. 328) 

− Attractive village hall which holds a wide range of ac-
tivities, community garden and play area and a public 
house.  

• Cotes (pop. 50)  

St. Andrew’s Church and Congregation 

• Grade II* listed church in the grounds of Prestwold Hall 
containing important memorials from 
15th to 20th centuries  

• In a good state of repair 

• Hosts some 20 weddings each year. A 
volunteer wedding coordinator man-
ages bookings and pre-wedding ad-
ministration 

• Congregation work well together to 
maintain the church and involve the 
wider community 

Village Population 1,656 in four villages  

Church Electoral Roll 43 

PCC 7  

Churchwardens Currently no churchwardens 

Services per Month 4 

The Parish and Villages 

• Parish includes four villages, each 
with a strong community spirit: 

• Prestwold (pop. 70) 

At a Glance 



• Village Hall hired out for children’s parties etc. and local W.I. 
meets there once a month.   

• There is no school in Walton, catchment schools: Burton on 
the Wolds (primary) and Humphrey Perkins in Barrow 
(secondary) 

St. Mary’s  Church and Congregation 

• 18th century, grade II listed brick-built church, which was re-
stored in the 19th century 

• Evidence of preaching on the church site going back 900 
years; there is the base of a preaching cross in the churchyard 

• Church is in a good state of repair.   

• Churchyard is closed for burials and is maintained 
by Charnwood Borough Council  

• We have an organist and a regular, but small con-
gregation.    

• Five bells rung for special occasions, mainly by Bar-
row ringers 

Services and Events 

• At present running a trial of two services a month:  

Walton on the Wolds 
Village Population 277 

Church Electoral Roll 20 

PCC DCC for Walton and PCC joint with Barrow 

Churchwardens Currently no churchwardens 

Services per Month 2 

The Parish and Village 

• 1.5 miles from Barrow upon Soar; situated 
on southern tip of the Wolds  

• Small domicile village with no amenities 
except the pub 

• Arable and livestock farms 
• Traditional services take place at Easter, Harvest, and Christ-

mas  

• The church is available for baptisms, weddings and funerals 

• Four main well-supported events: a Coffee Morning in the 
spring; a Strawberry Tea in June, a Harvest Supper in Octo-
ber and a Christmas Lunch for the residents of the village in 
December 

At a Glance 



Wymeswold 
The Parish and Village 

• Village of farmers and commuters 

• Amenities include a village hall, general 
shop, pharmacy, restaurant, two pubs, and 
a sports ground 

• Lively community with many clubs and vil-
lage activities, including Duck Race (May) 
and Open Gardens (June) that each attract 
over 1,000 people  

Village Population 1,312 

Church Electoral Roll 74 

PCC 11   

Church Wardens 2 Wardens and 2 Assistants 

Services per Month 4 Sunday, 3 midweek 

• Occasional services: Remembrance and Crib services attract 
more than 200, Carol service over 100.   

• Good relationship with school; 
church members go into 
school weekly for Open the 
Book activity in which volun-
teers act Bible stories for chil-
dren 

• School holds at least one ser-
vice in Church each term 

• Whether it be a zip wire from 
the tower for teddies, or concerts for the Queen’s birthday, 
the church is a venue for village events; we aim to maintain 
the church and its Christian message of hope and love at 
the heart of village life 

• C of E Controlled Primary School (140 pupils) that regularly 
visits the church  

St. Mary’s Church and Congregation 

• Fine, Grade I listed, medieval church, referred to as the Ca-
thedral of the Wolds 

• Rare pre-reformation ciborium (Wymeswold Chalice) on dis-
play at the Charnwood Museum 

• Finances are sound: Parish Contribution increases in line 
with inflation every year; regular givers also include some 
non-churchgoers 

• Church fabric in excellent condition: 
due to PCC work with Wymeswold 
Church Appeal Fund (run inde-
pendently from St Mary’s) 

• Church groups include: lay-led Bible 
study group, lay-led prayer group, 
good team of 15 bell ringers 
(teenage to retired), small choir en-
larged for special services and three 
organists, Thursday club (men’s fel-
lowship group) 

Services and Events 

• Holy Communion three Sun-
days, All Age Worship one Sun-
day; service every Wednesday 
morning 

• Close working relationship with 
Methodists, who join us on two 
Sundays 

At a Glance 



Worship and services 

The ministry in these benefices follows a central Anglican tradition, but with an openness to a variety 

of forms of worship, including less formal services for particular occasions or groups within our com-

munity.  We value preaching and forms of worship that will reach out to those less familiar with the 

more traditional  practices that are the staple of the regular congregation.  Although similar in the ap-

proach to worship, each church has its own distinct style. 

 Barrow, Holy Trinity Prestwold, St. Andrew’s Walton, St. Mary’s Wymeswold, St. Mary’s 

1st Sunday 
All Age Worship (AM) 

Holy Communion, CW (PM) 
All Age Holy Communion Morning Praise All Age Worship 

2nd Sunday Holy Communion, CW Holy Communion, CW No service 
Alternate BCP Holy Communion 

or Evensong (PM) 

3rd Sunday Holy Communion, CW Holy Communion, CW Holy Communion, CW Holy Communion, CW 

4th Sunday Holy Communion, CW Holy Communion, BCP No service Holy Communion, CW 

5th Sunday Benefice Service Benefice Service Benefice Service Benefice Service 

Wednesdays Holy Communion every week - - 

Holy Communion or lay-led 

Morning Prayer three weeks per 

month 

 

Additionally, Messy Church 

monthly;  Little Angels Pram Ser-

vice weekly.  

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 

services alternate with 

Wymeswold. 

Major festivals  and Ascension 

Day services 

2nd Sunday joint Holy Communion 

with Methodists (AM); 1st Wednes-

day joint service with Methodists.  

Methodists join St. Mary’s congre-

gation on 1st/3rd Sundays and oth-

er Wednesdays. 

The table above shows the current arrangement of services. 



Facts and Figures 

Finances 

The financial status of the churches is quite strong.  At the end of 

2017… 

• Barrow had a small deficit of £30 and funds of  £18K; finan-

cially sound to date, we recognise challenges in the future 

and are working with the diocese to address these 

• Prestwold had a surplus of £3K and funds of £37K 

• Walton had a surplus of £2K and funds of £11K 

• Wymeswold had a surplus of  £2K and funds of £42K 

Stewardship 

Across the four churches 205 givers 

donate just under £70K (before tax 

recovery) 

Employees 

The Administrator is employed for 10 hours per week, based in 

Barrow, but funded by all four churches.  The Administrator is al-

so employed 5 hours per week to manage the Trinity Rooms. 

Fundraising 

All churches engage in several fundraising events, the main 

ones are:  

Barrow—Christmas Tree Festival; Colour Splash; Hold a Candle 

for Her 

Prestwold—Simon-Packe-Drury Lowe Memorial Concert 

Walton—Strawberry Tea 

Wymeswold—Wymeswold Church Appeal Fund organises sev-
eral events in aid of the fabric 

Expenses Policy 

Expenses are paid in full, covering 
travel, stationery, and telephone for 
Church business. 

Baptisms and Pastoral Offices 

In 2017, there were 25 marriages, 33 
baptisms, and 17 funerals 

Electoral Roll for all four churches is 253 

Worshipping Community 

0-10 years 79 
12-17 years 26 
18-69 years 150 
70+ years 113 
Total 258 



Where you will live 

The House-for-Duty Minister will live at The Vicarage, 7, 

The Stockwell, Wymeswold, LE12 6UF. The detached 

vicarage was built in 1986 and is in good structural con-

dition. It is right in the centre of the village opposite the 

church.  The accommodation comprises: 4 bedrooms, 

one with en suite shower room; 1 bathroom; 1 lounge; 

1 dining room; 1 study; kitchen/diner; utility room; 

downstairs cloakroom.  

It is fully double glazed and has an alarm system fitted.  

Heating is by gas.  There is a single garage and driveway 

parking for two vehicles.  

The Vicarage has an easily maintained garden to the 

side and a smaller front garden. 



We look forward to welcoming you to our communion 
So we, though many, are one body in Christ, 

and individually members one of another 

Romans 12:5 


