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BENEFICE OF THE SAINTS
Diocese of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich
www.achurchnearyou.co.uk

Lord, call to your churches and ours
a true shepherd,
a person of God,
a minister of Christ;
and make us, with them,
a church joyful in worship
and united in witness,
working, caring, praising, loving,
to the glory of your name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Benefice of The Saints, created in 1992, is located in very rural north
east Suffolk in a triangle bounded by the Norfolk town of Harleston and the Suffolk towns
of Bungay and Halesworth. It contains eleven parishes: Ilketshall St John, Ilketshall St
Lawrence, Ilketshall St Margaret, St Peter South Elmham, St Michael South Elmham, St
Margaret South Elmham, St James South Elmham, St Cross South Elmham, Rumburgh with
All Saints South Elmham and St Nicholas South Elmham, Homersfield and Flixton. It forms
part of the Waveney and Blyth Deanery in the Diocese of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich.
The Benefice embraces undulating countryside, mainly arable. There is some pasture and
areas of woodland.
A description of each Church appears on the
www.achurchnearyou.co.uk website.
As a symbolic witness that the future lies in more open and
collaborative working, our former Rector and the Rector of
the Benefice of Bungay, Mettingham and Barsham, were
each licensed to serve in the other Benefice.
The parish church of St Nicholas South Elmham ceased to
be used around 1557, and nothing now remains. The parish
church of All Saints South Elmham was declared redundant
in 1976, and is vested in the Churches Conservation Trust.
The ruins in the parish of St Cross South Elmham, which for
long were considered to be the remains of a Minister
Church from which the whole area was served, are now thought to be the remains of the
Episcopal Chapel of Bishop Herbert de Losinga, Bishop of Norwich 1091-1119, who had a
country seat here.
Though very few facilities remain within the Benefice (there is a single County Primary
School [Ilketshall St Lawrence] and there are three public houses, but no shops/post
offices), most services are available just beyond its borders. Both Bungay and Halesworth
have GP surgeries, schools, shops. Higher Education facilities are available in Lowestoft,
Ipswich and Norwich. There are hospitals at Gorleston, Norwich, Ipswich and Bury St
Edmunds. There is little public transport within the Benefice, other than the hourly
Halesworth to Norwich bus service which passes through Ilketshall St John and Ilketshall St
Lawrence. Halesworth and Brampton have railway stations on the Lowestoft to Ipswich
line. Diss railway station (on the Norwich to London Liverpool Street line) is 30 minutes
away. Bury St Edmunds and Ipswich are both 40 miles distant, whilst it is 20 miles to
Norwich. The attractions of the Suffolk coast are within easy reach and the southern
extremity of the Norfolk Broads at Beccles provides further opportunities for recreation.
Poultry processing, mushroom growing, animal feeds and brewing provide employment
within the Benefice, though most employees commute to adjacent towns. Population and
Electoral Roll details are given in the parish section. [Population figures sourced from
Suffolk County Council, and as are at November, 2016. The ‘Economically Active’ figure
embraces those aged between 16 and 74].
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About YOU
Our New Rector [and not stating the obvious – such as ...
able to drive!]
•
•
•
•

•

you need to be

should be comfortable with varying styles of worship and be at ease with
a ‘Suffolk Rural’ central churchmanship
should embrace rural life and have an outgoing character able to engage
with village activities and give approachable pastoral care
will recognise talent in others and nurture its development to the benefit
of the whole church – and have the ready ability to delegate
will empathise with the dilemma faced by PCCs in having to be
custodians of part of the nation’s heritage [6 Grade I and 5 Grade II*
buildings], whilst endeavouring to fulfil their task in promoting the
whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and
ecumenical
will forge closer links with the Benefice of Bungay, Mettingham and
Barsham

and there will be
•
•

the opportunity to serve God and His people in a challenging and
characterful, even enigmatic, part of rural England
an enthusiastic welcome!

4

About US
Worship
We use an eleven week rota (first adopted in 2014) which provides the Benefice
with the Anglican cycle of Morning Prayer/Eucharist/Evening Prayer every Sunday.
Each Sunday, across the Benefice, there is one Service of Morning Prayer at
9:30am, one Eucharist/Holy Communion (three of the Churches continue to use
the BCP rite) at 11am, and one Service of Evening Prayer at 3:00/4:30pm or
6:30pm, dependent upon the time of year. We have thus avoided fifth Sunday
syndrome, prevalent elsewhere - leaving Benefice ‘Special’ services to mark Easter
Day, Whitsun, Remembrance and Christmas. There may be scope for increasing
the number of ‘Special’ services – for example, a joint Harvest Festival? A copy of
the eleven week cycle follows on page 6.
There are pleasing subtle differences in the way
worship is conducted in each of the churches.
There is, however, a dearth of organists, only
three of the parishes regularly enjoying the
services of volunteers - and often recorded
music is used. Hymns Ancient and Modern
Revised is used in all of the churches; all have the
supplementary 100 Hymns for Today. All but
one have More Hymns for Today and Mission Praise. Churches do not have
vestment sets, and some do not possess a full range of liturgical colours.
Each Thursday there is a celebration of the Eucharist at 9am at Ilkestshall St
Margaret. Provision exists for the saying of the Daily Offices across the Benefice,
Monday to Friday, each church taking its turn with two on Friday evenings. In the
event of no one being available to lead the Office, instructions are to be found in
every church.
There is currently no provision for children/young adults.
There are on average (over five years) 6 Baptisms, 5 Marriages and 15 Funerals,
across the Benefice annually.
There are now no nonconformist churches in the Benefice.
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Our Current Service Rota

Parish
Ilketshall St John
Ilketshall St Lawrence
Ilketshall St Margaret
Flixton
Rumburgh
St Cross South Elmham
St James South Elmham
St Margaret South Elmham
St Michael South Elmham
St Peter South Elmham
Homersfield

Week 1

Parish
Ilketshall St John
Ilketshall St Lawrence
Ilketshall St Margaret
Flixton
Rumburgh
St Cross South Elmham
St James South Elmham
St Margaret South Elmham
St Michael South Elmham
St Peter South Elmham
Homersfield

Week 7
11.00 E

Week 2

Week 3
6.30 EP

Week 4

11.00 E

Week 5

Week 6

9.30 MP

11.00 E

9.30MP
9.30MP
6.30 EP

6.30 EP
11.00 E

9.30 MP

6.30 EP
6.30 EP

6.30 EP

11.00 HC
11.00 E
11.00 HC
9.30 MP
Week 8

Week 9

9.30 MP

Week 10
9.30 MP

Week 11

6.30 EP
6.30 EP
11.00 E
9.30 MP
11.00 HC
11.00 E
9.30 MP

9.30 MP

9.30 MP

6.30 EP
6.30 EP

6.30 EP

11.00 E

MP: BCP Morning Prayer EP: BCP Evening Prayer [3:00 or 4:30pm November to
March]
HC: BCP Holy Communion E: CW Eucharist
The Sacrament is Reserved at Ilketshall St Margaret.
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What we can offer

Staff
The Benefice is served by one Reader, and a team of three active Benefice Lay
Elders. A majority of the Churchwardens are willing and able to lead Morning and
Evening Prayer. There are also two retired clergy living within the Benefice. The
Reader, two of the Elders and the retired clergy all regularly lead worship. As
noted below, the Treasurer of the Benefice Council administers fees and expenses.

Administration
Each of the eleven parishes continues to be served by a Parochial Church Council,
although two of them do meet together. Reality dictates
that this may not be sustainable in the future; we are
open to change. There is a Benefice Council, currently
meeting three times annually for the sharing of
information; it also provides a clearing house for the
receipt and apportionment of parochial fees.
Reimbursement of claimed clergy expenses [which have
been met in full], is also administered by the Treasurer of
the Benefice Council.
An ambition of the Benefice is to supply administrative
assistance for the Rector, but financial considerations preclude any immediate
provision. Some voluntary help may be available, but this would be at the expense
of other voluntary services.
Communication is vital to the welfare of the church’s mission. The former Rector
produced a monthly magazine, contributed to a community magazine (serving
most of the South Elmham parishes), and maintained a Benefice website. At
present a service rota, and a monthly newsletter are published; the website
(www.achurchnearyou.co.uk) is also kept up to date.

Lay Worship Assistance
A number of PCC members have attended a training course for those leading
services of Morning and Evening Prayer. We would welcome encouragement and
training in the Eucharistic roles of Sacristan, Server and Intercessor.
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Housing

Our former Rector renamed the house, very correctly, ‘Parsonage House’.
Situated at Ilketshall St Margaret, it contains four bedrooms and two bath/shower
rooms, and has oil fired central heating. A larger version of this plan is available.
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and you may like to know about our ...
Baptism and Marriage Policy

We see all Occasional Offices as offering primary pastoral opportunities.

Parish Share Payments
Whilst it is the aspiration of every parish to fulfil its obligations to the wider
church, this has proved not to be always possible - due to the requirement to
maintain and insure a listed building. However, those unable to make a full
payment in any year, usually manage to make a reasonable contribution; all
organise annual programmes of varied fund raising/social events. It is recognised
there may be potential (in respect of raising funds to maintain buildings, rather
than ministry) in the establishment of ‘Friends’ organisations, but such initiatives
would have to spring from outside the already
fully stretched church family.

Benefice Events
A monthly coffee morning for Benefice funds is
held at Ilketshall St Margaret Village Hall, and
there is a monthly ‘bring and share’ supper in
homes across the Benefice.

Bells
The bells at Rumburgh (6) are rung before each service and there are weekly
practice sessions. The only other churches to have more than 3 bells are St Cross
South Elmham (5) and St Margaret South Elmham (5), but these rarely see use.
The four bells at St James South Elmham are currently unringable.

Orientation
Diocesan events, training opportunities and resources seem only to be available in
far away Ipswich or Bury St Edmunds. The area still looks towards Norwich for its
shopping, culture, recreation and ... football. Even buses go to Norwich, not
Ipswich!
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Our Eleven Parishes
give an account of their church life, and what they have to offer to, and what they
expect from, the new Rector.

Ilketshall St John
[St John the Baptist]
Total Population 46
Economically Active 36
Households 16
Electoral Roll 4
Our modest slender-towered church sits just aside from the busy Bungay
to Halesworth road; it is open daily. Architectural
features suggest that the church can date its
foundation from before the Norman Conquest. The
tower contains the tallest banner stave locker in
England and one of the nave windows contains a
charming Jones and Willis depiction of the patron of
the parish. A major restoration took place 18601861, when the stonework of our east window was
gifted by Edward, Prince of Wales. Our parish is one
of the smallest in the Benefice. Our resident
congregation is three, but we benefit from the
support of people from other parishes.
Our tiny PCC is aware of its fragility, and views future viability with a
degree of concern. We look forward to welcoming a new priest who will
identify with both the strengths and weaknesses of our smallness;
someone who is a people person, a listener, a pastor and a responsive
communicator.
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Ilketshall St Lawrence
[St Lawrence]
Total Population 158
Economically Active 94
Households 72
Electoral Roll 10
On the northern boundary of parish, raised on a mound – possibly of
Roman origin – and overlooking the A144 ‘Halesworth Straight’, is the
church of Ilkestshall St Lawrence. Entrance to the churchyard, with pine,
oak and yew trees and a wild flower sanctuary, is through a thatched lych
gate. The church is never locked and attracts many
visitors. The building has electricity, partial heating,
but no running water. It is well-cared for.
The parish finds itself without Churchwardens, and a
PCC is kept alive by volunteers who do not reside in
the parish. The PCC runs a weekly sweepstake based
on the National Lottery bonus ball.
The sole Primary School in the Benefice is located on
the southern boundary of the parish, some two miles
away from the church. The Primary School offers
pre-school to age 11 years education and is OFSTED
good-school rated. Most of the village population is near the school – small
businesses and farms occupy the two miles between it and the parish
church.
An enjoyment of cycling would be an advantage in this pretty area of
Suffolk.
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Ilketshall St Margaret
[St Margaret of Antioch]
Total Population 153
Economically Active 121
Households 72
Electoral Roll 13
Our round towered church is always open. The village and its church bear
the dedication to St Margaret of Antioch and lies, along with many other
churches dedicated to those saints who battled dragons, along the
mysterious ‘Serpent line’, running between Cornwall
and Norfolk.
Attendance at our services range from 15-20 (which
includes folk from other parishes) at Common
Worship Eucharist, and from 6-8 at Morning and
Evening Prayer. Our ‘resident’ congregation is aged
70+.
Our church hosts the Benefice mid-week
Eucharist each Thursday at 9am; the Sacrament is
reserved here. Our Christmas Eve Carol Service sees
a full church.
Our regular fund raising includes an annual
Strawberry Tea and we have a presence at various other local events. We
also provide a Harvest Meal following the Harvest Festival and have
participants in the county churches trust sponsored cycle ride. In total we
usually raise some £1,200.
We look forward to welcoming as our new Rector a people person; an
enthusiastic sharer of the Christian faith.
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St Peter South Elmham
[St Peter the Apostle]
Total Population 36
Economically Active 26
Households 14
Electoral Roll 16
Our church of St Peter stands at the opposite side of The Beck to St
Michael. The relatively tall tower dates from the 14 th century and houses
three bells, two of which were cast by William Dawe in 1385 and carry his
trademark (now copied by the St Peter’s Brewery). The nave doorway is
thought to date from the early 12th century. The remains of the tomb of
John Tasburgh of St Peter’s Hall have been
incorporated into the north chancel wall, most likely
during the Victorian restoration of the church.
We have been quite traditional, preferring the prayer
book services and the King James Bible; however, we
are not averse to change. The church is always open
and, we hope, welcoming to visitors. As with most
rural parishes, we have a small congregation and
benefit from support of visitors from other parishes.
Our main fundraiser is an annual boules tournament.
This generates around £1000 each year.
The PCC would like to see the appointment of someone with good
interpersonal skills who strongly believes in the value of pastoral visits in
meeting the needs of our diverse ‘flock’, and offers outreach to welcome
new members into the family of God.
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St Michael South Elmham
[St Michael and All Angels]
Total Population 57
Economically Active 41
Households 23
Electoral Roll 5

The church of St Michael and All Angels occupies a charming position, set
back off the road and overlooking the extensive St Michael’s Common. Its
simple interior is still lit by oil lamps for winter
services. The parish has the distinction of being one
of the very few ‘doubly Thankful Villages’ – where all
those who served in the forces during both World
Wars came safely home.
Attendance at services is small, and made up of folk
mainly 70+. Included in our regular fund raising from
the wider parish is the provision of an annual summer
Thai lunch in the churchyard. The church building is
in good order and occasional financial assistance for
this purpose is made available from a local charity.
Our PCC desires a priest who is a good communicator and sensitive
listener, one who takes an active part in pastoral care, and who will help
us to grow in influence in the community.
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St James South Elmham
[St James the Great]
Total Population 205
Economically Active 141
Households 82
Electoral Roll 10

Although we in St James know that we will always need the guidance of a
good shepherd, we would like to think that our future Incumbent will be
Rector for everyone in the parish and not simply a Chaplain to the
congregation. With so many parishes to care for we realise that the future
tasks needed to achieve this will be time consuming, and will require great
flexibility and certainly thoughtful diplomacy from all
parts of our Benefice and Parish church family.
As a ‘church’ we can offer welcome, love, prayer,
enthusiasm and support. Week by week we are small
in number, however celebrations like Harvest
Festival, the Carol Service and Remembrance Sunday
are well supported by the village. Apart from being
good fun as a gathering, the profit from our annual
Book Sale helps boost the Church income.
St James South Elmham is a small rural village, and
our PCC looks forward, with pleasure, to working
with whoever is chosen by God to join with us and lead us into the future,
caring with us for our village and church, people and building.
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St Margaret South Elmham
[St Margaret of Antioch]
Total Population 99
Economically Active 74
Households 40
Electoral Roll 12
St Margaret’s church stands pleasantly near a bend in the road. It has
Norman foundations and was subject to 19 th century restoration. In the
north wall of the chancel is a fine example of an Easter Sepulchre. The
south porch has a parvise above, and the tower
contains five bells, all cast by the Brend family in
their Norwich foundry.
The church and churchyard are well maintained by a
small energetic group. Others from the village are
supportive and offer help if needed.
Regular
congregations are small; larger attendances are to be
found at seasonal, baptism, marriage and funeral
services.
We hold up to three fund raising events annually,
including a Daffodil Sunday and a week-long Cricket
Festival. Visitors to the church also contribute appreciated funds.
We look forward to welcoming a new Rector who is an effective
communicator, someone who appreciates different styles of worship and
who will make faith real and relevant.
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St Cross South Elmham
[St George]
Total Population 117
Economically Active 86
Households 48
Electoral Roll 6

Our church enjoys a commanding position above The Beck, a small
tributary of the River Waveney. It is always open (maintaining a silent
witness twenty four hours a day), is wind and water
tight, and is lovingly cared for. It was subject to a
major restoration in 1877, and structural repairs
were rendered necessary in 2000 as a result of a
lightning strike. The Canadian poet Elizabeth Smart is
buried in the churchyard.
Attendance at services is small, and made up of folk
60+. Regular fund raising from the wider parish
involves a weekly lottery based on the national
lottery bonus ball number.
Our dedicated PCC desires a priest who will
collaborate with them in being at the forefront of engaging people anew
with the Christian faith, build up our worshipping congregation, and help
us to make a difference for good in our community.
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Rumburgh
[St Michael and St Felix]
[with All Saints and St Nicholas South Elmham]
Total Population 460
Economically Active 340
Households 179
Electoral Roll 17
Rumburgh church dates from the 11th century and was originally a priory.
It is situated ¼ mile from the village centre though the churchyard is
bordered on both sides by farm and residential buildings. It is large
church with room for about 200 seated, and is popular for weddings and
events such as the annual ‘Carols and Capers’ service - which features
local musicians, singers and Morris dancers –
and other occasional concerts.
The parish includes All Saints South Elmham
(closed for regular worship 40 years ago and
in the care of The Churches Conservation
Trust) and St Nicholas South Elmham
(demolished in the 17th century!).
Our weekly congregations have declined
somewhat of late but attendances at festival
services remains good, and the light of worship is kept alive by the two
churchwardens and a committed, well-run PCC. Recently funds have been
assembled for a new tower screen which will improve the ambience of the
church. A new Rector will find a warm welcome in Rumburgh.
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Homersfield
[St Mary the Virgin]
Total Population 158
Economically Active 111
Households 69
Electoral Roll 6
St Mary’s church sits on a wooded promontory on the southern edge of the
village, overlooking the Waveney Valley and into Norfolk. Proposals to reorder the building to allow/encourage dual
worship/community use are in abeyance
due to lack of support from the community.
Major repairs to the tower and to the nave
floor are currently being pursued; this
project will involve major fundraising
efforts, and the financial assistance of grant
making bodies.
The ‘Community Project’ organisation
which was active in raising funds to assist in the development of the
extended facilities has now been wound up. It did fund electrical rewiring,
and the installation of a new heating system for the church.
Our small congregation looks forward to welcoming a priest to assist and
encourage us – someone who takes part in community life, shows
compassion to all and adapts services to the needs of the congregation. In
return he/she will have a small team of people, with diverse skills, who
are willing to support and move forward the life within and around St
Mary’s.
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Flixton
[St Mary the Virgin]
Total Population 176
Economically Active 130
Households 75
Electoral Roll 5

Our church traces its origins back to the mission of St Felix, Bishop of
Burgundy, who established Christianity in East Anglia in the 7th century.
He is represented on the Flixton village
sign. The church was subject to a two phase
virtual rebuilding, the nave and the
distinctive tower 1855/1861, and the
chancel, then in ruins, in 1893. In 2016,
the nave roof was completely re-leaded and
many rotted roof timbers replaced; the
church was also partially rewired.
As it has done over the centuries, Flixton
church continues to provide a spiritual heart for its community. It remains
open for worship, private prayer and quiet reflection throughout the
changing seasons of the year.
Attendance at services is minimal. Our PCC lacks a Secretary, and there
are currently no Churchwardens. We hope our new Rector welcomes a
challenge!
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