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PARISH PROFILES. 
 

Summary. 

Thank you for taking the time to read our Parish Brochures. We have tried to be clear and 

honest in our description of the benefice, its people, our strengths and our challenges. We 

hope to attract an incumbent who will help us to fulfil our desire to flourish.  

Both PCCs would welcome applications from both women and men equally.  

The two churches, All Saints’ at Darton and St John the Evangelist at Staincross, which 

became one benefice in September 2015, are geographically only a mile and a half apart. 

Each church has its own Churchwardens and PCC; although operating as two churches, we 

are very supportive of each other, attending both worship and social events at both 

churches.  A joint benefice magazine is produced on a monthly basis, promoting worship 

and other events at both churches.  People from both churches are involved throughout the 

year in pantomime productions, the “Muddy Boots” walking group, craft groups, weekly 

Café Mass, the Pilgrimage to Walsingham, the Agape supper, concerts, theatre events and 

fairs.  For special occasions, the two choirs collaborate. 

For further information, see   http://www.dartonandstaincrosschurch.co.uk   

 
Before creating the Benefice Profile, the PCCs asked the congregations to submit their 
hopes for the future of the church and the qualities they would look for in a new priest, 
together with comments on our churches. This input has helped to inform this document. 
 
What is working well within the Benefice: 
 

 Café Mass in the community on Fridays – a fresh expression of Worship. Currently, 

this is regularly led by the Honorary Assistant Priest, the Reverend Jean Daykin.  

 Children of all ages & their families are welcome in church.  

 Good working links with local schools, particularly through the ongoing work of 

Father John Fisher, our Assistant Curate, the Reverend Jean Daykin, Honorary 

Assistant Priest, and the previous incumbent, Father Jonathan MacGillivray. The 

Reverend Jean is very active in schools and has built up a great rapport with all the 

schools in the area; Darton gave excellent feedback on their visits in the form of a 

collective report. Pupils have visited church on different agendas – both information 

gathering and services. Darton College’s GCSE History Group came to see how the 

church had been subjected to change as a result of the Reformation.  

 Baptism classes. 

http://www.dartonandstaincrosschurch.co.uk/


 Use of a weekly pew sheet which is user-friendly and inclusive, with large print 

versions available. 

 Dementia friendly status. 

 An inclusive church with disabled access clearly signed. 

 Church activities eg. 500 year celebrations, Agape meal and mass, All Souls` services, 

Memorial services. 

 Active Mothers` Union Group. 

 Community activities eg. concerts in church, Saturday morning opening of church & 

coffee mornings, benefice “Muddy Boots” Walking Group, annual pantomime and 

theatre events. 

 Active and pro-active PCCs with well-attended meetings. 

 Amazing Churchwardens! 

 

Our strengths: 

 We are welcoming, friendly, and inclusive, and want to increase our service to the 

community. 

 We are committed to our churches and their future. 

 We have hardworking and willing teams. 

 We recognize the need for an incumbent to have days off and holidays!  

Our Challenges: 

  Increasing our relatively modest congregations. 

 Developing ways of appealing to all age groups, especially to young families. 

 Reaching out to newcomers living in new estates being built in the parish. 

 Securing our financial stability through fund raising and Stewardship, with support 

from the diocese. 

 Maintaining all our buildings. 

Hopes for the Future: 
 
To continue the good work in place at present, as identified above, and to develop further 
all aspects of what is working well to create an increasingly confident and vibrant church 
community within the benefice of All Saints’ Church, Darton, and St. John the Evangelist, 
Staincross.  
 
 
 



Personal Qualities of the new Priest: 
 

 Approachable and spiritual with a sense of humour and realism; friendly, 

approachable and compassionate. 

 

 Someone who is passionate about their faith and able to inspire this in others. 

 A leader who motivates others with enthusiasm and encouragement. 

 Active in fostering links in the community. 

 

 Excellent communication skills with people of all ages – a reflective communicator 

and listener. 

 Able and willing to create a balance between both traditional and new expressions 

of worship. 

 Able to engage and inspire new and established members of the churches and help 

the churches to grow. 

 
Why you should come and work in the Darton and Staincross Benefice: 
 

 
It’s a great place to live with a lovely 
vicarage!  
 
The vicarage, in Darton and close to 
Kexborough, is a large family home in 
the Parish of Darton, set in a prestigious 
cul-de-sac located in a sought-after 
area.  Downstairs, the property benefits 
from a large kitchen with separate 
utility/wc, and three spacious 
receptions rooms; upstairs there are 
four double bedrooms with en-suite to 
the master bedroom and a family 

bathroom. There are gardens to the front and rear with a good-sized driveway and separate 
double garage. There is easy access to local and regional transport links, with Darton train 
station located less than a mile away with a train service to Leeds and Sheffield, and an 
express bus service hourly from Darton to Leeds (35 mins). There is easy access to the M1 
motorway, with junction 38 less than a mile away.  
 
In addition, it’s a great place to live, close to beautiful countryside and interesting places to 
visit. The people are welcoming and have an inclusive approach to life. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Come and see for yourself by joining our churches and 
communities! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The Anglican Diocese of Leeds 

The Diocese comprises five Episcopal Areas, each coterminous with an Archdeaconry. This is 
now one of the largest dioceses in the country and its creation is unprecedented in the 
history of the Church of England. It covers an area of around 2,425 square miles, and a 
population of around 2,642,400 people. 

The three former dioceses were created in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries to 
cater for massive population changes brought about by industrialisation and, later, mass 
immigration. The diocese comprises major cities (Bradford, Leeds, Wakefield), large 
industrial and post-industrial towns (Halifax, Huddersfield, Dewsbury), market towns 
(Harrogate, Skipton, Ripon, Richmond and Wetherby), and deeply rural areas (the Dales). 
The whole of life is here, along with all the richness, diversity and complexities of a changing 
world. 

The Diocesan Bishop, Nick Baines, is assisted by five Area Bishops (Bradford, Huddersfield, 
Kirkstall, Wakefield and Ripon) and five archdeacons (Bradford, Halifax, Leeds, Pontefract, 
Richmond & Craven). 

This United Benefice is in the Wakefield Episcopal Area with Tony Robinson as the Bishop 
and Peter Townley as the Archdeacon. The Area Dean of Barnsley is Canon Stephen Race. 

Our vision as the Diocese is about confident clergy equipping confident Christians to live and 
tell the good news of Jesus Christ.  For all of our appointments we are seeking clergy who 
have a joyful and confident faith which has inspired a track record of church growth, both 
numerically and spiritually. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 
ALL SAINTS’ PARISH CHURCH, DARTON. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
1. The Local Area and Parish. 

 
Population                         -21,345 
Church Electoral Roll       - 85 
Diocese                             - Leeds 
Deanery                            - Barnsley 
 
Darton Parish lies to the north-west of Barnsley on the 
A637, close to junction 38 on the M1.   It may be best 
described as consisting of suburban commuter villages 
serving the nearby towns and cities of Barnsley, 
Huddersfield, Leeds and Sheffield. The housing is an 

interesting mix of rented and privately-owned properties, spanning some two hundred 
years of development.    
 
There are two Primary Schools in the Parish, both Ofsted rated as “Good” and Darton 
College, recently made into an academy under the auspices of Delta, provides Secondary 
Education (11-16).   Post-16 education is available at Barnsley College, a Further Education 
Centre, which also offers Higher Education courses under the auspices of Huddersfield 
University. Equally, excellent A level provision and other post-16 courses are available in 
neighbouring towns and some students opt to commute on a daily basis.  
 
The Parish is in close proximity to attractive countryside, which offers many inviting walks.  
It also borders on the nearby Yorkshire Sculpture Park at Bretton, which receives 
international acclaim; whilst Cannon Hall, set in beautiful parkland, is also nearby and 
likewise extremely popular. 
 
Darton is a thriving area which has benefited from several new housing developments over 
the last few years.  Its proximity to the M1 has made it an obvious choice for commuters to 
Leeds and Sheffield looking for a good lifestyle, affordable housing and a less frantic 
environment. All Saints’ Church stands at the heart of the village.   Church Street is the main 
shopping area, featuring shops and services which have developed to cater for the increased 
population and social mix. Neighbouring Kexborough (part of the parish) has a variety of 

shops and services.  
 
Although the area has grown over the centuries, it is easy to 
imagine what a quaint little place it would have been.  It is 
uncertain when people first settled here, but records show it 
had a watermill as far back as 1266. Coal mining was a major 
source of employment as early as 1413, mainly at Woolley 
Colliery (another small village which is part of the parish).  

This village has expanded recently to link with a new housing development on Woolley 
Grange.  Carpet making was an important source of employment until the latter part of the 
20th century.  The construction of the Wakefield to Barnsley railway line which started in 
1845 would also have provided employment.  Darton enjoys its own railway station, being 
on the main line between Sheffield and Leeds, and has a frequent bus service to Leeds. 



 
 

2. The Parish Church 
 

 
 

 
The ecclesiastical Parish of Darton was based on the three townships of Darton, Barugh and 
Kexbrough, mentioned in the Domesday Book (1086) as Dentune, Berg and Chizeburg. 
“Dentune” probably means “deer park or enclosure”, “Berg” means hill, as in modern 
German and the “brough” in Kexbrough means a fort. 
 
The age of Darton Church is not known, but a church was built at Darton in the 1100’s.  The 
church seen today, a Grade 1 listed building, is the result of a rebuilding by the monks of 
Monk Bretton Priory completed in 1517, confirmed by a Latin inscription carved in oak in 
the Chancel. This inscription attributes the rebuilding of the work to Thomas Tykell, Prior of 
Monk Bretton.  Members of the De Lacy family, Chief Lords of the Honour of Pontefract, 
were the founders of the present church.  Local tradition is that the earlier Norman church 
was destroyed by fire sometime in the 15th Century.   Darton church is one of five sister 
churches - Darton, Cawthorne, Royston, High Hoyland and Silkstone – which share the same 
architectural style.  
 
Parish records identify births, marriages and deaths from the year 
1539 - a legacy initiated by Thomas Cromwell. The records are a 
major source of information by people researching family trees 
and are in constant use. The sizeable churchyard is currently 
maintained by the visiting Community Payback Teams; the church 
pays the expenses for this service, which proves an economical and 
mutually beneficial arrangement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Finances. 
 
The church finances are well managed by the treasurer. Last year the Diocesan Parish Share 
of £31,766 was paid in full which included the tax-efficient planned giving amount of 
£13,179.  
 
During the Autumn of 2017, a stewardship campaign, organised with the support of the 
Diocese, created greater awareness of giving time as well as financial support to the church.  
Over recent years, other major investments have included the following: 
    

 The bells and framework in the tower have been refurbished. 

 A kitchen has been fitted at the back of the church. 

 A toilet has been installed for use by the congregation, with disabled access. 

 In spite of the theft of practically all the lead from the roof, the roof is now 
waterproof, the lead having been completely replaced by steel.  

 Other cosmetic changes have taken place in the chancel and planning for 
future improvements is underway. 

 A successful funding application to the Listed Places of Worship Drainage Work 
Project resulted in the construction of new external drains.  

 Members of All Saints’ Church Darton are very pro-active and positive.   
 

Net income 2017              £138,590        
Net expenditure 2017     £138,055    
 
For further information, please see the statement appended.   
      
 
3 - Congregations & Church Groups. 
 

The PCC.  
Darton Parochial Church Council is a cohesive and 
dedicated group elected from within the 
congregation. We hold meetings every six to eight 
weeks throughout the year; the meetings are well 
attended by members. The PCC has nine members 
plus two churchwardens and two synod 
representatives. The incumbent chairs the 
meetings, with a dedicated secretary and skilled 
treasurer. We have active Safeguarding and 
Disability Officers in place, working assiduously 
towards improving policies and procedures for the 
church, following Diocesan policy and procedures.  

 
The PCC members have a range of skills and talents and work cohesively as a team. 



Our current PCC Treasurer is an asset to the church, supporting us in achieving financial 
stability. Our Honorary Assistant Priest, the Reverend Jean Daykin, is a co-opted member of 
the PCC. 
 
Darton Mothers’ Union. 
 
The Mothers’ Union at Darton has a membership of sixteen, meeting on the third Monday 
of every month in Church at 7.30. The meetings may involve guest speakers, discussion 
about issues relating to family life, supporting projects within the church and helping with 
the planning of special occasions, as well as time to socialise over refreshments. Periodically, 
meetings are opened up to other members of the congregation and community if there is a 
guest speaker and the topic is of interest to a wider audience. 
 
Members of the branch are involved in Baptism Preparation sessions which are held 
monthly on Saturday mornings, and members also staff monthly Coffee Mornings in the 
Parish Hall, providing funds for the Church. 
 
Within the Wakefield Episcopal Area, the group supports the local Women’s Refuge, the 
Mother and Baby Unit at New Hall Prison, the Teenage Mother and Baby Unit at Agbrigg, 
Barnsley Hospital’s Neonatal Unit, and “Away from it all” holidays, providing caravan 
holidays at Filey, East Yorkshire, for families who otherwise wouldn’t get away. 
 
Children’s involvement in church: 
 

  “Messy Church” events re held 

at Christmas and Easter 

 Clergy regularly work with groups of 

young people within the local schools 

 School groups also visit the church 

 There is a community Christingle 

service which is incredibly well-attended 

 A small children’s activity table is 

available throughout all services 

 Children are welcome at all services 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
The choir: 
 
The choir rehearses every Thursday. They sing at Sunday services and at weddings and 
funerals by request; they are led by our committed organist, who accompanies and plays at 
all services and events. 
 
The Bell-Ringers: 
 
All Saints’ Church has a small band of bell-ringers from diverse walks of life. They meet to 
practise on Wednesdays; they ring the bells before most Sunday services and other events. 
Visiting bands are able to arrange to ring our bells. We have hosted meetings and training 
events for local ringing societies. 
 
The Ladies’ Group: 
 
The Ladies’ Group is a linked community group who run monthly coffee and craft mornings, 
raising funds for a variety of charities and contributing to the church. 
 
Retreats and Quiet Days: 
 
We take part, along with St John’s, Staincross, in 
what has become an annual Pilgrimage to 
Walsingham in September each year, giving us time 
to share both worship and fellowship. Members of 
the congregation have also joined the Bishop of 
Wakefield on visits to Durham and Lindisfarne, and 
on quiet days at Mirfield. 
 
Learning: 
 
We have held Lent Groups at Darton Church as well as being involved in the presentations 
held at St Mary’s Church, Barnsley, organised by Bishop Tony. Pre-confirmation groups and 
Bible Study Groups have been held periodically, and Bible Reading notes are made available 
to those who wish to study on their own. 
 
 
4.The broader life of the church in the community. 

 
Open Door Saturdays: 
 
Every Saturday morning throughout the year, the church is 
open to welcome visitors and friends to coffee mornings. The 
Saturday morning slots are not only popular for people to 
have a chat over a coffee but are also proving popular for 
people who want to look around the building or to research 



their family trees. 2017 was the 500 year anniversary of the rebuilding of the present 
church, commemorated and celebrated by displays including a time line and photographs of 
the history of the church and the area, produced by the Darton History Group. 
 
Fundraising Events: 
 

In recent times, we have been fortunate to obtain 
grants for some of our Church projects, but we are also 
well supported by the PCC, congregation, and 
community in our fundraising efforts.  
 
As well as holding regular Coffee Mornings throughout 
the year we organise an annual Garden Party and 
Strawberry Tea, a Spring Fair, an Autumn Fair, Harvest 
Supper, Concerts, a Community Carol 
Service, 100 Club, and Wine Tasting 
Evenings – which were very well 
attended! Raffles, competitions and 

very popular pantomimes also support funding and community 
involvement.  The Mothers’ Union and the Ladies’ Group are very active in 
both charitable giving and fundraising.  
 
Social Events:  
 
We love to open up our beautiful church and encourage the 
community, especially the local schools, to use the church for their 
concerts, and particularly for their Christmas Presentations. Last year, 
we began the recognition of our 500 Year Anniversary with a 
celebration of Marriage and Family Life in February. The response was 
amazing: we invited the community to bring in wedding dresses and 
photographs, providing a tremendous display; the celebration 
culminated in a Service with the renewal of Marriage Vows.   

 
Concerts, featuring a very high standard of 
performance by the York Waits - and enhanced 
by the beautiful surroundings of our church 
interior - also formed enjoyable additions to the 
celebrations. We are fortunate to have regular 
performances by the St John Singers throughout 
the year. 
 
 

 Towards the end of the year we had a marvellous Medieval Festival in our Parish Hall with 
food, drink, and entertainment relevant to the occasion.   
 
 
 



 
The Parish Hall:  

 
Our Grade 2 listed Parish Hall is situated in the 
centre of the village and has become a wonderful 
hub of activity used by many groups within the 
community. From Monday to Friday, after school 
classes are held for school-aged children in 
singing, dancing, drama and karate.  
 
 
On Friday mornings during Lent 2018, we started 
a “Café Mass” in the Parish Hall; this was so 

successful this has been continued on a regular weekly basis.  Two new members were 
confirmed there recently by the Bishop of Wakefield, and there is a regular congregation of 
10 – 20 communicants.  The Mass is followed by tea and toast, and time for further 
fellowship.  
 
At weekends the Parish Hall is used for Coffee 
Mornings by the Mothers’ Union, raising funds for our 
Church, and by the Ladies’ Group, who work alongside 
the “Voice of Darton” group within the community, 
promoting local charities and events.  Individuals 
within the community often book the hall for family 
gatherings, birthday parties, and special occasions. 
The Parish Hall is regularly used as a Polling Station 
for both local and National Elections.  
 
 
 

  
                                            

Members of both congregations came together for Harvest Supper at Darton Parish Hall, 2018 

 
Our objective is to create understanding, friendship and support within the community and 
our Church Hall provides wonderful opportunities to create links and bring our community 
together. 
 
 



 
More about the local community and their links with All Saints’ church.  
 
Darton is a thriving, bustling village, with a good range of 
businesses and amenities. The local park and adjacent sports’ 
fields are used by a variety of sporting groups as well as being 
popular with families. There is a health centre and a dental service, 
as well as a pharmacy and supermarket. Local pubs and 
restaurants are varied and well-used. 
 
In terms of social gathering places, in addition to the village hall 
there is a Darby and Joan club, which also hosts a youth drama 
group and a “Monday Club”; active Beaver, Cub and Scout units meet regularly at the Scout 
Hut. 
 
The “Voice of Darton” group mentioned above actively work towards making the 
environment a positive living space for all, planting flowers, removing litter and encouraging 
people to take pride in the area. 
 
We are fortunate to enjoy a good deal of support from 
local businesses and groups: the “Les Cadeaux” craft centre 
and the “Old Co-op” micro-brewery both support the 
church with donations and, recently, a Harvest Festival 
Auction.   
  
  

 
5 – Church Services: 

 
During the period August 2017 – July 2018 the 
following Baptisms, Wedding and Funerals have 
taken place at Darton: 
 
Baptisms: 30 
 
Weddings: 12 
 
Funerals: 15  plus  Interment of ashes: 15 
 

Occasionally, Baptisms are included within the Sunday Mass; alternatively, a Baptism Service 
is held following the Mass at a separate service.  
 
Average Sunday Mass attendance at All Saints is around 45 – 50, incorporating a few 
children; average attendance at Café Mass is 15 - 20. However, community involvement at 
some services is far higher: the annual Service of Remembrance saw attendance of two 
hundred last year, with around fifty further members of the community gathering outside at 
the cenotaph; at Christmas, Midnight Mass is extremely popular, and the Christingle service 



on Christmas Eve was attended by over three hundred parents and children – standing room 
only!                 
 

 
Weekday Services are currently as follows:   

 Tuesday, Mass at 7.30 followed by Office 
half hour for the booking of baptisms and 
weddings 

 Thursday, Mass at 9.30 followed by 
Church cleaning 

 Friday, Café Mass at 10.30 followed by 
tea and toast  

 Morning Prayer at All Saints is held at 
9am on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

St. John the Evangelist, Staincross.  

 

 

 

Parish  Brochure  

 
 

 

 
 



 

1 - About The Parish 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. John the Evangelist is situated on Greenside, Staincross, Barnsley S75 6GU, within the 
Diocese of Leeds and the Barnsley Deanery. It is part of the United Benefice of Darton with 
Staincross and Mapplewell. St. John’s is in the Darton East Ward of Barnsley Metropolitan 
Borough Council which is home to 10,676 people (2011 figures). 64.3% of residents are of 
working age and 17.7% of pensionable age. Two thirds of the population claim to have a 
religion of which the vast majority are Christian. Historically, Mapplewell and Staincross 
were two distinct villages separated by fields but they now merge into one. Locals still 
distinguish between the two, however.  
 
St. John’s is 4 miles away from Barnsley, with its renowned market; Barnsley is currently in 
the process of a multi-million pound town-centre redevelopment. The M1 
motorway is just over 3 miles away, giving easy access to Wakefield, 
Leeds and Sheffield and the famous Meadowhall shopping centre.  
 
 
The stunning Georgian country house museum of Cannon Hall, set in 70 
acres of parkland, is just less than 4 miles away while Yorkshire Sculpture 



Park, with exhibits from world-renowned artists, is a similar distance away. A thirty minute 
drive will take you into the Peak District National Park.  

 
Mapplewell has two supermarkets, restaurants, public houses (including a 
micro pub), a small, thriving shopping centre, and a small park. There have 
been recent new housing developments in the area, with more planned. 
There are two Primary Schools in Mapplewell,  graded Good and 
Outstanding by Ofsted. There are four residential homes for the elderly in 
the village. 
 
Mapplewell and Staincross Village Hall houses the local library, a café and 

a children’s Day Nursery. The main hall is used for concerts and large gatherings, and there 
are smaller meeting rooms which can be hired. Many activities take 
place during the week in the library and in the hall and they include 
Art classes, Citizens’ Advice sessions. Pilates, Yoga, Karate, Ballroom 
Dancing, Family History, Local History, Crafts, Knit and Natter, 
Creative Writing, Dementia Activities, Computer Access, Toddler 
Groups, Over 55’s Luncheon Club and Rifle Club. The library is open 
every day except Sunday and the café is open Monday to Friday. 

 

 



 

2. About the Church 

a) The Church and the People.                 

The Reverend John Fisher is the Assistant Curate in the Benefice and he is in his 

third year of training. There are two church wardens and a PCC of ten which 

includes the treasurer and two Deanery Synod representatives. There are two 

Holy Communion services during the week.  

 

 Sunday:  Sung Eucharist at 9am followed by Tea & Biscuits  

 Wednesday: Said Eucharist at 10:30am followed by Coffee & Cake 

 

  

                           

 

 

Bob Hawes PCC Secretary.               Sue Dunhill.                                     Amy Roe                                                                                    

       Churchwarden                       Churchwarden                                       PCC Treasurer 

We would describe our type of churchmanship as inclusive and open, gently catholic but 

receptive to new ideas. 

There are 43 on the electoral roll, of which five live outside the parish. We have a small but 

enthusiastic choir and a small, dedicated team of servers. We cater for children at the back 

of church on Sunday mornings but we usually have only one or two children.  

Father John has established effective links with both primary schools in the village and he is 

a governor of one of the schools. We have hosted Nativity plays, Christingle services and 

Stations of the Cross for pupils in the last two years. 



We have an annual memorial service in the churchyard when people can pray for their loved 

ones by name.                                                                                                                                                                  

 

b) The Church and the Community  

The church has a number of social activities that are open to the community such as:- 

 Crafty Critters:  a group which turns its hand to most things. 

  Muddy Boots: a walking group which aims to do a walk once a month.  

  St John’s Cuppa Club: a drop-in club that aims to tackle loneliness and isolation.  

 Coffee Morning: Monthly Coffee morning: an opportunity to catch up with friends, 

usually well-attended by people from the village.  

 Messy Church: We have been doing Messy Church for at least five years and there is 

a small, dedicated team providing at least two Messy Church sessions per year, at 

Christmas and Easter. 

 Theatre: We are endeavouring to make good use of our church hall and see it as an 

asset in engaging with the community. In 2017, St John’s put on its first pantomime 

in many years which was very well received by the community. This was followed by 

a second pantomime earlier this year; a third is in the planning stage. Our own 

productions have been open to anyone from the community to get involved. A new 

venture has been providing professional theatre on the doorstep with three 

performances so far and others in the pipeline. The last production, ‘As You Like It’, 

was performed outdoors, on a most beautiful summer evening, before a very 

appreciative audience. 



 Hall Bookings: At present the hall is used by local groups doing Karate, Keep Fit and 

Yoga. 

 Residential Homes: In conjunction with other churches in the village, services are 

held in the care homes during the year. 

 

c) Church Buildings 

The church was originally known as St John’s Mission Church and was a ‘plant’ from All 

Saints, Darton. The present stone building was begun in 1896 and dedicated in April 1897. 

The church was consecrated as a parish church on 23rd June 1928 and the first Annual 

Parochial Meeting was held on 8th January 1929.  

The building is generally sound, although some issues with the roof were identified in the 

last Quinquennial Report of 2016; these need to be addressed as soon as possible. 

The church hall is brick-built and adjacent to the church. There is a small car park. The hall 

has a stage, meeting room, storage room, kitchen and toilets. The hall has been used for our 

own pantomimes and a number of professional productions in the last two years. There is a 

large outdoor area behind the hall which has recently been improved and used for a 

professional theatre performance. At present, the kitchen is in need of refurbishment and 

the flat roof on the extension needs replacing. We are in the process of applying for a grant 

from ASDA for these jobs. 

We are able to serve hot drinks in the hall and at the back of church in the meantime. 

The land for the churchyard was purchased in 1930. It is lovingly maintained by members of 

the church; the Community Payback Team cut the grass on a regular basis. 

Next to the church is a modern vicarage, presently occupied by the curate and his family.  



 

d) Financial Details 

Parish Share 2018: £24,910. We have committed to pay in full, using reserves if necessary.  
 
Planned giving: 35 regular givers of which 19 are gift aided. 
 
Average planned giving: £8.42 per person per week 

 
Receipts 2017: £56602         Payments 2017: £56396 
 
Current Reserves: £128,000 of which £87,000 is unrestricted. 
 
We are currently projecting a deficit this year of £9,000 payments over receipts, which 
means the difference will come from the reserves. This is not sustainable long term. 
 

The Wider Context: 

As well as St John’s being part of a United Benefice with All Saints, Darton, it is also part of 

Churches Together in Staincross, which includes Staincross Methodist Church and Staincross 

Christian Fellowship. Churches Together in Staincross organize the annual Remembrance 

Day Service at the village war memorial as well as activities at Christmas and in Holy Week.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Appendix A:  

 
ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH ACCOUNTS YEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER 2017. 

 
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL OF ALL SAINTS’ DARTON 
 
STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AT 31 DECEMBER 2017 
 
MONETARY ASSETS 
 
                                              CASH IN HAND       BANK CURRENT A/C     POST OFFICE      CBF DEPOSIT      TOTAL CASH 
                                                               £                                   £                            £                            £                            £ 
FUNDS 
General Account                                                                17 033                                                                              17 033 
Organ Fund                                                                                                                                      3 765                     3 765 
Parish Hall                                                                                                                                        2 931                     2 931 
Fabric Fund                                                                                                                                    12 944                  12 944 
Tower and Bell                                   38                              2 091                                                                                2 129 
Church Development                                                                                                                     5 794                     5 794 
Ladies’ Group                                                                        1 419                                                                               1 419 
                                                   …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
TOTAL FUNDS 2017                         38                              20 543                       0                       25 434                 46 015 
                                                   …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 


