
All Saints Breadsall St John the Baptist, Smalley St Matthew’s Morley 

We are three contiguous parishes coming together for the first time, entering a new phase of ministry, under one incumbent. 













“Open to God’s call, living His vision for our communities” 



Our Visions and Values 
  

 To know God’s love through worship and service, and to welcome others into the community of that love. 

  

 Bound together by an awareness of God’s love for us, our common passion and purpose is to make that love 
known to the wider community which we serve.  

  

 Central to our life together are worship, prayer, bible study and the sacraments. 

  

 We have beautiful, well-maintained historic buildings which facilitate our worship and mission. 

  

 

Our mission is expressed in a number of ways:- 

  

 Through opportunities to engage with people who come to the church for weddings, baptisms and funerals. 
 

 We encourage fellowship and understanding through corporate events and personal outreach, building 
relationships with the villages and wider communities. 
 

 Through our work with children, involvement with the schools and other groups enabling them to become part 
of the church both now and as its hope for the future. 

  

 In all this we remain open to God’s call, living His vision for our churches. 
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Breadsall 

OUR COMMUNITY 

 

Breadsall lies in a small valley just north of the Derby city boundary in the district of Erewash, within easy reach of 

the beautiful Peak District and with excellent transport links via road and rail. 

The village consists of houses ranging in date from the 16th century to the present time with a population of 

approximately 700, but the parish boundary includes an area known as ‘Breadsall Hill Top’ increasing the population 

to over 1000.  There are also plans to build over 200 new houses in the parish in the near future. Many Church 

members live in the nearby residential estate of Oakwood. On the outskirts of the village is Breadsall Priory, which 

was the site of a 13th century Augustine Priory. It is now a hotel and golf course. There is a welcoming pub on the edge 

of the village, and a well-stocked village shop in the centre. The Church provides two foundation governors for the 

excellent Church of England Controlled Primary School, and traditionally the Rector serves as one of these governors. 

The Memorial hall provides indoor facilities for Pre-School, Women’s Institute meetings, a Church youth group, and 

other social events, with Cricket, Tennis and Bowls club facilities outside. The ‘Scout Hut’ in Pall Mall is the meeting 

place for all the age range within the Scouting movement. 

  

The Church lies on a slight rise in the middle of the village, on Moor Road. The upkeep of the fabric of the building is 

supported by a Heritage trust; money to supplement this trust is raised by a very active, ‘Friends of Breadsall Church’. 

 

THE CHURCH COMMUNITY – 

 

Is friendly, welcoming and very active with an electoral roll of 92. 

Holy Communion is offered every Sunday at 8.00am and 2nd and 4th Sundays at 10.15 am. There is Sunday school twice 

a month, a monthly meeting for over 11’s and a monthly All Age Worship. All are welcome to any of the services with 

many of them being supported by a resident organist and a robed choir. The Church is a popular venue for weddings 

and baptisms, with an open policy for both Sacraments and an administrator for each.  

 

The bell tower captain and his team ring the 8 bells at Sunday 10.15am service and for other special occasions. 

Midweek activities include a Toddler group, After School Club and Youth group. 
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Breadsall 

THE CHURCH  - 

is well recognised as a local landmark. It stands in a large Church yard, well maintained by a local pay-back team. There 

is also a Memorial Garden, with a Memorial wall, close to the east wall of the Church. 

The medieval Church of All Saints, a Grade 1 listed building, is dominated by the spire at the west end of the building. 

The Church building dates from the 12th century but although a fire in 1914 largely destroyed the main building, after 

restoration and rededication the building is in overall good condition. To comply with new disability regulations and a 

wish to increase Church membership, the Church is going through a three stage re-ordering programme. 

The Church also contains a fine alabaster Pieta in the Lady Chapel and a memorial stone to Erasmus Darwin (famous 

physician, poet, philosopher, and grandfather of the scientist Charles Darwin) on the south wall of the nave.  

 

Within easy walking distance of the Church is the Rectory, a modern 4 bedroom detached house with a well-established 

garden. Eminently suitable for family living. 

 

MINISTRY 

We have three licensed Readers who lead services, with members of the congregation playing an active role in our 

services. Not forgetting our Verger, Sacristan, servers, a team of sides people and others in the Church who help to 

keep us as a worshipping and lively community. 

 

 

PATTERNS OF WORSHIP  

Some of these are shown in our Church community section, we usually have a baptism service on the 3rd Sunday morning 

in the month. On 2nd Sunday evening Taize, 3rd Sunday Café Church and the 4th Sunday evening Choral Evensong. We 

realise that in linking with Morley and Smalley Churches we may have to look at our pattern of worship so that we are 

able to work together, three parishes with one Incumbent. 

 

 

CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

Along with Bible Study, Prayer and Lent groups, pastoral care is high on our agenda. Some of our pastoral care visits 

include Home Communion, making the recipients still feel part of our Church community. Many social events take place 

and they form part of our fund raising both for Church and for home and overseas mission. Children, young people and 

adults all join together in these activities. 
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Breadsall 

CHURCH FINANCE 

  

Our website is at : www.breadsallchurch.org.uk 

Key Points: 

 

  About 87% of Planned Giving is Gift Aided, and the Gift Aid Small Donations Scheme is utilised 

 

 The Parish Share (Common Fund) has been paid in full by monthly standing order 

 

 Voluntary Income has been declining due to loss of members 

 

 The proceeds from sale of an old hall are held in trust for use for Church buildings work 

 

 All work identified in a previous quinquennial inspection had been carried out with the exception of maintenance to the 

church spire. This has been costed at around £35k 

 

 The Church joined the Parish Giving Scheme in 2017 

 

 Most of the balance of the unrestricted funds is held in CBF Church of England Investment Fund Income Shares 

 

2017 Accounts showed a Deficit of Expenditure over Income of £5,719, with Net Unrestricted Funds at year end of £117,023 
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A more in-depth profile is available on line. 

http://www.breadsallchurch.org.uk/


OUR COMMUNITY 

Morley is a scattered community comprising four distinct areas. The largest area of population with some 40 dwellings is to 
be found in the centre of the village on Brick kiln Lane and Primrose Drive. Only a few new houses have been built in the 
village for some time because of strict conservation area planning regulations.  

 

Derby College, Broomfield Hall (formerly Derbyshire College of Agriculture) lies to the south of the village and covers some 
450 acres. Relationships with the college are good. 

 

Morley is divided by the busy A608 Derby to Heanor road, on which is located Morley Hayes Golf Club, Hotel and Restaurants 
which is also licensed for weddings. There is one other public house in the village but no shop. Morley has a thriving primary 
school which has been acclaimed for the quality of its teaching, and mostly takes children from the nearby Oakwood Estate. 
Clergy support for the school is offered on an informal basis and good relationships have been developed. A member of the 
PCC now serves on the school’s Governing Body. 

 

Morley has a Parish Council which meets in the Retreat House and a thriving Women’s Institute that meets at Morley Hayes. 
Traditional young people’s organisations are provided in neighbouring villages. 

  

THE CHURCH COMMUNITY 

The congregation is made up of people from several surrounding villages. There are currently 33 names on the electoral roll, 
the majority of which are non-resident in the parish. The average weekly attendance is 20-30, including 3-8 children, with 
more on special occasions. 

The church has an organist, but no choir, committed Sunday School teachers, bell ringers, flower arrangers and church 
cleaners.  

Currently the church has a predominantly ageing, if active, congregation and it is essential for the future that we reach out 
and engage lovingly with young people and their parents in the wider community. There is potential for this to be 
developed. 

 

 

Morley 
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THE CHURCH 

St Matthew’s Church is one of the oldest churches in Derbyshire, being Grade 1 listed and dating back to 1370. It is noted for 

its ancient stained glass and memorial brasses, and features in Simon Jenkins’ book “England’s Thousand Best Churches”. In 

addition, the Sacheverell-Bateman Mausoleum located in the churchyard also attracts visitors. 

There is as an open churchyard which is maintained by a small, enthusiastic group of churchgoers with additional contract 

mowing taking place on a monthly basis. We are also responsible for maintaining the adjacent Croquet Lawn. 

The village church lies in a conservation area in its secluded position on Church Lane and is adjacent to the former Morley 

Rectory. This operated as the Diocesan Retreat and Conference Centre until its closure in 2009. It was subsequently sold to a 

local family business with whom the church has an excellent relationship, using their facilities for PCC Meetings, Lent Groups 

and Social Events. 
 

MINISTRY 

We have an open baptism and marriage policy and previous incumbents have accepted remarriage of divorced people, 

though this decision has never been taken lightly. We have always welcomed both male and female incumbents.  

Two lay members of the congregation are authorised to administer home communion and several members provide ongoing 

pastoral care in their local areas. 
 

PATTERNS OF WORSHIP 

There is currently one weekly service at 11.00 am which is mostly one of Common Worship Communion with full lay 

participation. Vestments are worn. Children’s church is always available at our morning services. Lent study and Festival 

Services are at present shared with Smalley with whom we form a United Benefice. 
 

CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

There is an active social team which arranges fund raising activities on behalf of the PCC. These popular events include an 

annual garden party, Christmas bazaar and harvest lunch. A very successful Open Gardens weekend was organised by the 

Church for the first time last year and helped considerably to bring our scattered community closer together.  

Specific events organised for the Sunday School have included visits to the pantomime at Christmas, tea parties and treasure 

hunts in the church and retreat house grounds. 

 

Morley 
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CHURCH FINANCE 

  

St Matthew’s operates a weekly envelope scheme which helps to guarantee a regular steady income and every effort is made 

to maximise Gift Aid wherever possible.  

 

A Patronage Scheme raises further funds for the maintenance and improvement of Church facilities and grounds.  

 

In 2017 we made a small profit of £1,149, against the 2016 loss of £1,806, this surplus being almost entirely due to the boost 

in Social income this year from the Open Gardens weekend.   

  

We have paid our parish share in full and also the incumbent’s expenses which have been shared with Smalley Church in the 

past.  

  

The latest Quinquennial Inspection took place in 2016. The remaining urgent item not yet completed is the repair and 

renovation of four medieval windows, at an estimated cost in the region of £93,000.  

Following the required statutory consultations serious funding is currently being sought from the Heritage Lottery Fund and 

other grant making bodies to enable this work to progress. 

 

 

Our website is at : www.morleychurch.co.uk 

  

 

Morley 
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http://www.morleychurch.co.uk/


 

OUR COMMUNITY 

  

Smalley is a ribbon development which stretches from Morley to Heanor. Smalley’s population is just over 3,000 adults. We 
have three working farms, two public houses, several new housing developments, a local shop (to re-open in April 2018) and 
a post office. The village has senior, primary and pre- schools, two residential care homes and three good recreation 
grounds. 

  

There is a new Community Group and the church plays an active part in this, laying on winter season ‘Souper Soup days,’ 
Picnic in the park, Spookfest etc.: We believe networking is a key to progress. 

  

Support is given to a school in Uganda through ‘Seed of Hope’ set up locally. 

  

There is a very active cricket club, good tennis facilities, and several football teams use our ground. 

  

Rainbows and Brownies meet each week in the church hall, as does the W.I. each month. 

  

THE CHURCH COMMUNITY 

  

The Electoral Roll of the Church is 54 with a primarily senior congregation together with some children. The contacts with 
the Primary and Pre-Schools in the Parish have brought students to join in ‘The Easter and Pentecost Experience’ which was 
valued, and school children’s attendance at special services have been appreciated by all. Some school participation in 
preparing displays during our biennial flower festivals bring children and parents to the church. The Heanor Science College 
students made replica bells which were paraded though the village. Our chime of five bells are the heaviest in a parish 
church in England and are almost 120 years old, played by one person by means of a carillon. 

  

The usual Sunday attendance at present is 18-25 with many more on special occasions. 

  

We have a long-established Mothers’ Union. 

 

Smalley 
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THE CHURCH 

 St John’s Church is a Grade 2 Listed building situated in the centre of the old part of the village.  Both the burial grounds 

and church are in good order. The recommendations of the 2015 Quinquennial have all be actioned.  

Adjacent, but not attached to the church, is our well-used church hall (the only meeting place available for hire in the 

village). The hall has a maximum occupancy of 80 and is self-financing. 

The Rectory in Smalley might be available. 

 

MINISTRY 

We have an open baptism and marriage policy and previous incumbents have accepted remarriage of divorced people, 

though this decision has never been taken lightly. We have no gender issues. 

  

PATTERNS OF WORSHIP 

At present, we have one service at 9.30 am each Sunday. Members of the church read lessons, lead intercessions, prepare 

the Sanctuary, arrange flowers and serve refreshments after each Service.  Children are encouraged to attend on the first 

Sunday of the month when the service is geared to their needs. We have an excellent organist but no choir at present. Lent 

study, Festival Services and Passover meal have been shared with Morley.  

  

CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

Social and fundraising events are regularly organised eg: quiz evenings, Harvest Supper, Flower Festival, Plant and Bring and 

Buy sales help to bring people together. Lunch or coffee events, concerts etc:   all these help with meeting people’s 

aspirations. 

  

The Church and Parish Council burial grounds (adjacent) are maintained and well cared for, we consider the expense 

worthwhile. Voluntary help is sometimes sought and given. 

Smalley 
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       CHURCH FINANCE 

  

The Church is solvent, a weekly envelope scheme and a robust Patronage Scheme helps and we have always 
been able to pay Ministry expenses. 

  

Annual Church Income in 2017 was £26,688.  Expenditure £38,997. There were two major expenses.  Income has 
decreased a little, and repairs quite costly in 2017. However, a good balance is held. 

  

As reported above our Church Hall is next to but not attached to the Church.   In 2017 The Church Hall income 
was £11,260 and expenditure £6,604. 

  

The Parish News and Views, prepared and circulated in both Morley and Smalley, has a Monthly circulation of 
580. 

  

The Magazine Income in 2017 was £9,376 and Expenditure £6, 379. 

  

A substantial bequest of £30,000 is enabling us to change a brick store on the church walk into a disabled unisex 
toilet and to purchase a larger shed for storage in the churchyard. Legacy money is also available to embark on 
some children’s or young people’s work. 

  

 

 

Our website is at: www.smalleychurch.co.uk 

 

Smalley 
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http://www.smalleychurch.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

For Breadsall: 

Mrs. Dorreen Milner 
9 Beechcroft  

Breadsall  

Derby  

DE21 5LQ 

e-mail: dorreenmilner@hotmail.com 

Tel: 01332 835465 

For Smalley: 

Mrs. Jan Walker MBE 
Stainsby Lodge 

102 Main Road 

Smalley 

Derbys. DE7 6DS 

e-mail: janwalkermbe@gmail.com 

Tel: 01332 880530 

For Morley: 

Miss Sheila Randall 
13 Morley Almshouses Lane 

Morley,  

Ilkeston 

Derbys. DE7 6DL 

e-mail: se.randall@btinternet.com 

Tel: 01332 831830 



From the Area Deans 
 

 

The Diocese of Derby has established a renewed understanding of deaneries as a key strategic place for mission. We hold a vision to be 

growing, outward facing, healthy and learning. We have committed ourselves to work together, deepening our common life in service of 

Christ’s presence in every community.  Eight new deaneries were formed to look at ways of sharing resources and being strategic in mission as 

part of the Diocesan vision. This includes the deployment of clergy and lay people, financial resources, sharing of good practice and the use 

of buildings. Each deanery is led by an Area Dean and leadership team.  The Benefice of Breadsall, Morley and Smalley currently sits in two 

deaneries: Derby City Deanery (Breadsall) and South East Derbyshire Deanery (Morley and Smalley). 

 

Derby City Deanery 
 

The strapline for Derby City Deanery is “Rooted in Prayer, Serving Derby, Sharing the Gospel.”  The Deanery brings together for the first time all of the 

parishes in the City of Derby, together with a few on the edge of the city.  The Deanery brings parishes together for mutual support, and to work together in 

mission.  Current plans are focussed on mission to new areas of housing, which will add about 20% to the existing population of the city in the coming decade; 

and Breathing Space, supporting positive mental wellbeing in the city.  Chapter meets monthly for prayer, conversation and mutual support. Synod meets 

four times a year.  There is a regular Deanery Newsletter and an increasing sense of identity. 
 

South East Derbyshire Deanery 
 

The south-east Deanery is situated along the M1 corridor. In October 2016 we adopted a set of priorities as a Deanery following consultation, that identified 

five mission areas for action that focussed on:   

i: Children and young people;  

ii: Community and social outreach;  

iii: Working with the elderly;  

iv: Working with the ‘middle years’ (18 - 60-year olds)  

v: Spirituality and discipleship. 
 

All synod meetings have focused on one of those strands with additional events held to develop ideas, promote good practice and share what is working well. 

We have a regular deanery newsletter sharing news and encouragement.  In the deanery there are plans for large areas of new housing on brown field sites 

without the appropriate support structures such as schools put in place to accommodate this, and local schools and GP services are under increasing pressure. 

This presents the churches with great opportunities which we are exploring, but we also have limited resources stretched thinly. There is desire in the 

deanery for growth and real examples of stepping out beyond the traditional church model from which we are all learning.  

 

 

What we are hoping for 
 

As Area Deans, we want to see all three parishes working together for mission.  We are looking for a parish priest who will enable 

working together, mission and outreach to three communities in Derbyshire, and who will contribute to the life of the Diocese.  We do 

not expect the priest to attend every Chapter and Synod of both deaneries, but are committed to ensuring that whoever is appointed is 

properly supported. 

 

  Karen Padley    Simon Taylor 
     Area Dean, South East Derbyshire Deanery                  Area Dean, Derby City Deanery 


