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From the Bishop of Hull, the Rt. Revd Alison White 
 
 

Welcome! 
 

Thank you for considering this special opportunity. 
 

The Waggoners Benefice sits in the heart of the 
Archdeaconry of the East Riding, both geographically and in 

our desire to find a priest who will come with pastoral 
wisdom and experience. 

 
The benefice is full of faithful people who have been 

carrying the spiritual and practical weight of ministry and 

mission over recent years.  You would be coming to minister with good 
people around you. 

 
We are seeking a priest who will be a good listener and willing to help the 

Benefice face the various questions that need to be tackled for a creative 
future, exploring how the different parishes might find the best way 

forward. 
 

The post has become available at a creative time in the life of the Diocese 
as we work together on our priorities and strategy for the coming years.  

We have set ourselves three goals: 
 To reach those we currently don’t 

 To move to growth 
 To establish sustainable finances 

You can discover more on the Diocesan website. 

 
I hope you will want to explore this further and test out whether God may 

be calling you to work with us.  If you would like to have an informal 
conversation, do be in touch with either Archdeacon Andy or myself. 

 
With prayers 

 
+Alison 

 
 

 
 

 
The Rt Revd Alison White Tel: 01482 649019 

The Ven Andy Broom Tel: 01482 881659 
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Our Deanery is situated at a junction linking East and North Yorkshire; we are a 
blend of Market Town and rural villages. We have in our midst the historic houses of 
both Burton Agnes and Sledmere, and we welcome a number of passing visitors and 
tourists each year. 
 
Twenty-seven Parishes form our Deanery and they welcome congregations 
numbering from 5 to 60+, of all ages. We have seen many changes in recent years, 
having seen the appointment of two new incumbents in the past year alone, and we 
are pleased to be a Deanery that acknowledges the need for change whilst seeking 
to maintain the best that experience has taught us. 
 
We are encouraged to be invited to hold an annual service on the main stage at 
Tribfest – the largest Tribute Band Festival in the country held annually in the 
grounds of Sledmere House and Estate; this is a Deanery wide event that many 
seek to support. 
 
We are pleased to note how, increasingly, ordained and non-ordained ministers now 
work together within the Deanery. Our response to the Diocesan “Developing our 
Deaneries” initiative has been a gradual move into a new way of working. The 
Deanery Standing Committee has been replaced by a Deanery Leadership Team 
(DLT) under the joint leadership of the Area and Lay Deans. Currently two of the 
Clergy are members of the DLT. There are four lay members of the team and we are 
moving towards a place where people will be invited to join the DLT for specific 
projects as our Deanery Mission Plan evolves. 
 
In the same initiative, the Deanery Synod has been re-energised and empowered, 
now assisting the DLT to prepare and implement a Deanery Plan for Mission and 
Ministry. Our aim is to have that Plan approved at the winter meeting of the Synod, 
and then continually refreshed in the light of our experience as we put it into practice. 
We consider that we are in the business of stimulating growth, not managing decline 
or even accepting stability. 
 
Chapter meetings have, in recent years, been broad based and only this past year 
has the House of Clergy begun to meet separately on occasions, as our numbers 
once again increase to make this useful. 
 
This is a Deanery that whatever occurs, prays together and increasingly worships 
together, and occasionally plays together; we need someone to whom that is an 
attractive environment to come and join us. 
 

Rev. Jacki   Martin 
Area Dean   Lay Dean                                                        July 2018  
 

Harthill Deanery 
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S WELCO 

Welcome to the Waggoners Benefice!   

             

We thank you for your interest in our benefice and its six parishes of Cowlam, Fimber, 

Fridaythorpe, Sledmere, Thixendale and Wetwang, and invite you to consider whether God 

may be calling you to serve among us.  

 

While each parish has its own unique identity, we share a vision for the growth of God’s 

Kingdom in this area and for the sharing of resources and support for one another.  We are 

currently exploring how we might come together as parishes in closer unity and co-operation 

and build on the small shoots of encouragement that we have seen during our recent time 

without the leadership of a priest-in-charge.   

 

So, we are now looking for a priest to lead us into the next stage of life together, to grow us 

in discipleship, in numbers and to help us to serve and reach out in our village communities. 

Might this be you? 

 

Where are we? 

Waggoners Benefice is situated in the rolling scenery of the beautiful, but often overlooked, 

Yorkshire Wolds to the west of Driffield, ‘The Capital of the Wolds.’ This is a landscape of 

chalkland with arable farming on the tops and steep-sided dales grazed by sheep.  

 

The incumbent will be based at Wetwang, which is on the A166, the main York-Bridlington 

road, and 6 miles from Driffield, a typical market town with a population of around 15,000.  

York and Kingston-upon-Hull, both about 25 miles away, offer excellent facilities for 

shopping, and the coast at Bridlington is 15 miles away.  Wetwang is about 25 miles from 

the M62, giving access to the motorway network and the rest of the country.   

 

The Benefice stretches 10 miles between Cowlam in the east and Thixendale in the west.  It 

is a rural area of farms and small villages with a total population of less than 2500, the 

smallest parish being that of Cowlam (pop. 40) and the largest Wetwang (pop. 761 [2001 UK 

Census]). 
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Who are we?   

The Benefice was named after the Waggoners Special Reserve, a unit of 

agricultural workers, set up at the instigation of Sir Mark Sykes of 

Sledmere, to bring their wagon-handling skills from the often very rough 

and uneven tracks of the Wolds, to assist with logistics in the First World 

War.  A memorial to them is to be seen in Sledmere. 

 

Our six parishes, though all based on small rural villages, each have their 

own unique identity, but as churches we are flexible and co-operative within the Benefice.  

None of our churches has a service every week, and we have woven the needs of each into 

a larger pattern that provides a service of Holy Communion each Sunday somewhere in the 

Benefice.  [See the chart at the back of this profile.]  

During our interregnum, we have been very grateful for support from clergy and readers from 

within and outside the benefice, but these are now looking to take a step back in retirement.  

However, this has also been a time of growth for the laity, as we have begun to take an 

increased role in the leadership of services.  We take most of the services of the word 

ourselves and some services of Holy Communion by extension. We are looking to our next 

priest-in-charge to grow the laity for wider leadership in our parishes.  

Our styles of worship, allowing for some preference for more traditional forms, are broadly 

informal/low to middle-of-the road, but with appreciation of some variety.  We do have some 

organists among us, but we sometimes ‘make a joyful noise’ accompanied by CDs or even 

unaccompanied. 

Our churches are valued as part of their village communities, and festival services – 

Christmas carols, Harvest – are well supported.  We would like to build on this and to move 

our energy and focus from the maintenance of our historic churches to building church as 

the Body of Christ.  We therefore look to our new priest-in-charge to support a focus on 

reaching out, and especially to our young people. 

A small but committed prayer group has met regularly for many years to support all the 

churches and those who serve in ministry in our benefice.  We have, of course, been praying 

for the person called to be our next priest-in-charge, and would hope that s/he would want to 

join us whenever possible.  

 

Waggoners Memorial 

http://ba-education.com/for/travel/guide/guidephoto1.html#waggonsledmere
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Who are we looking for?     

We are looking for someone with the following experience, gifts and qualities: 

o Experience as a parish priest 

o Some understanding of the issues of rural life and work  

o The ability to help grow the church in numbers and in discipleship 

o The ability to develop and encourage lay ministry 

o The ability to reach out to the community beyond the church 

o The ability to support and develop ministry to young people  

o A heart for pastoral ministry 

o A hunger for spiritual growth in yourself and others 

o Bringing enthusiasm to your ministry 

 

What will the appointment involve? 

In addition to normal Sunday services and occasional offices, we would be looking for the 

priest to: 

o Facilitate our exploration of the future shape of our parishes within the benefice and 

implementation of decisions made 

o Support and develop lay ministers in each parish 

o Lead us into numerical growth and in discipleship 

o Be involved with the two C of E primary schools in the Benefice (Sledmere & 

Wetwang) 

o Provide benefice-wide administration (eg Service rotas), though we will seek to 

ensure that administration focussed on particular parishes (eg wedding returns) will 

be done by the laity in each church 

 

What can we offer you? 

o A centrally-based vicarage in the village of Wetwang, within walking distance of the 

church. A detached, cottage-style dwelling off the main road, comprising 4 bedrooms, 

2 reception rooms, 1 study and downstairs cloakroom with parking at the side of the 

building 
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o Understanding that in rural ministry the vicar alone cannot ‘do it all’.  Lay members of 

our churches are able and willing to take most of the services of the word, and some 

of the services of Holy Communion by extension 

o Prayerful support for your ministry 

o Warm, friendly and welcoming congregations 

o Willingness to be flexible and work together 

o Strong links with the Methodist church in Fimber and Wetwang 

o Six beautiful, historic churches and some wonderful countryside to drive through 

whenever you leave the vicarage 

o Within easy reach of the beautiful Yorkshire coast and North York Moors 

 

 

Our Parish Profiles 

Cowlam, St Mary’s 
 

Cowlam parish is a tiny hamlet made up of five farms and fourteen residences, scattered in a 

scenic rural location high on the Yorkshire Wolds.  There are about 40 residents, the children 

attending the nearby Church of England school at Sledmere.  

 

Our church, St Mary's was built on the site of an ancient burial mound and a later Saxon 

cross/moot and is the heart of our community. It has medieval origins and a rare Norman 

Font, which is richly carved with figures, including the three Magi, Adam and Eve, Jacob and 

Esau, a Bishop etc 

 

St Mary's is unique in that it is situated in the middle of two working farms, (bring your wellies 

in poor weather!) and is surrounded by peaceful countryside atmosphere. It was the first of 

the Sykes churches to be renovated, launching what was to become a major church 

restoration project across the Wolds. We have also installed new heating so our church is 

warm and comfortable in winter. 

 

Currently we are operating pretty much as a festival 

church, with 4 or five services per year, with our Easter, 

Harvest and Christmas services being very popular. 

 

We have a small core of worshippers, but generous 
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offers of financial support for the building’s yearly expenses have been received from the 

parish council and from the local community.  

 

We are in need of some spiritual guidance and direction in our endeavours. 

    

Fimber St Mary’s 

Fimber is a small village tucked into the folds of the Yorkshire Wolds around 

a village pond, overlooked by St Mary’s. The parish includes several 

outlying farms. There was a settlement at Fimber long before Roman times. 

Formerly this ancient chapelry was included in Wetwang parish, later in that 

of  Fridaythorpe. 

 

The old church, demolished in the 1860's, was replaced by the present 

church, built in 1869 by Sir Tatton Sykes of Sledmere. Dedicated to St. 

Mary, it is not a large building, but superbly proportioned and stands on the 

site of a medieval chapel that was built on the site of a Bronze Age burial mound. It has 

impressive stained glass windows, well worth studying, and a fine brass chancel screen. 

 

Anglican-Methodist Unity at Fimber. 

1963 Methodists were invited to join with Anglicans in levelling mounds in the churchyard 

and forming a churchyard rota. The vicar was invited to lead the chapel harvest festival, 

leading to an agreement to hold joint monthly services alternating between chapel and 

church. 

1967. The Methodists accepted an invitation to hold all of their services in the church, and 

permission was granted by the Archbishop of York. 

1967 Agreement was reached to hold joint services every Sunday, alternating between the 

Methodist and Anglican patterns. 

1969. Local Methodist trustees decided to demolish the chapel, and steps were taken to 

permanently secure the church for use by Anglicans and Methodists alike. 

1972. (23rd January) Formal Church sharing agreement was signed, and a joint church 

council formed. 

The agreement is still in operation but at the present time the Methodist services are not 

being held. The Methodists felt it was unreasonable to ask Methodist preachers to travel 

long distances for such a small congregation. 
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The Church today.    

The retired Methodist Minister (Rev. Jack Lucas) still plays the organ. He chooses to lead 

worship only occasionally, and his son and daughter attend services and help in the running 

and maintenance of the church. 

The people of Fimber co-operate well: the Church Council, Parish council, and Village Hall 

Committee work together in the best interest of the Village. 

The Village Hall, owned by the church is run by a committee of village residents.  A resident 

recently donated a new kitchen to the hall and the hall itself is in reasonably good repair, as 

is the church. Funds for the village hall are raised by an annual raffle, which is well 

supported, as are village events. 

The church recently held a jumble sale in the village hall, which was well supported by 

village residents; additional monetary donations resulted in £600 being raised for church 

funds. Concern for the church was apparent. 

Although our congregation is small, there is a 

good feeling towards the church. Some 40 people 

attended the Harvest Festival, 2018, the church 

was decorated as usual by village people, and the 

collection, £195,was donated, as is the custom, to 

UNICEF, the goods decorating the church were 

taken to the local Salvation Army who also run a  

          food bank. After the service light refreshments   

          were planned, but thanks to villagers’ support     

developed into a Harvest Supper in the village hall.     

 

Historically Methodists and Anglicans sang carols around the village and surrounding farms, 

raising funds for National Children’s Home and Children’s Society. Due to the increasing age 

of the singers the arrangement ceased but interestingly donations continued to raise a 

similar amount. 

 

Help is always forthcoming for churchyard mowing, church cleaning etc.; so although 

attendance is low the people clearly care about their church. Various ideas have been 

floated to increase the part the church plays in village life, but with some hesitation to make 

changes in the absence of a vicar. 

 

Fimber is a good place to live, with leadership it is still felt that there are people who could be 

encouraged to take a more active part in making the church a living church. 

Harvest Supper in  Fimber Village Hall 
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Fridaythorpe, St Mary’s 

 

Fridaythorpe is a small village at the top of the Yorkshire Wolds, on the main Bridlington to 

York road. It is the halfway point on the popular Wolds Way walk which goes from Filey to 

Hessle, following the contours of the Wolds. This makes it a popular point for walkers and 

visitors to the Yorkshire Wolds.  

 

Since 2000 Fridaythorpe has doubled in size due to the new housing developments. We are 

well served by a petrol station with store, a garage for motor repairs, an engineering works 

which carry a large stock of DIY items and a popular café which is a destination for many 

walkers and bikers. Children in the village attend Sledmere primary school.  

 

St Mary’s is a hidden gem at the top of the village and being a small and squat design it can 

be easily missed by a casual visitor. The church is Norman with 14th, 16th and 19th Century 

additions.  It was altered in the early 20th century by Sir Tatton Sykes of Sledmere.  In 2008 

heating was put into the church and the church porch was rebuilt with the help of an English 

Heritage Grant. 

 

With the changing needs of the village, St Mary’s has 

become the only public building . A traditional service is 

run once a month with a steady number of worshippers 

attending.  2016 saw the introduction of Crafty Church, 

a spin on the popular Messy Church, on the first 

Sunday of the month. This is aimed at the younger 

members of the village and is a funfilled hour of arts 

and crafts, stories and introducing worship.  

 

Sledmere, St Mary’s 

Our very pretty village of Sledmere is an estate village belonging to Sir Tatton Sykes, who is 

the patron of our beautiful church St Mary's. Rebuilt in 1898 it nestles in the grounds of 

Sledmere house. Our attendance is down to six regulars. 

At the moment we are using the big house chapel for our two services a month.  We need a 

vicar who will help us to find a way forward in the Lord. The only help we get from the estate 

is a 1/5 share of the annual car boot sale. The rest is down to just four of us. We have a C of 

E school, where the new headmaster is very keen to support and use our church for services 

etc.  

Crafty Church at Fridaythorpe 
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Our church is a magnificent grade one listed building (Temple Moore’s 

master- piece). Seating up to two hundred, it is in good condition, 

beautifully kept with magnificent acoustics. Its draw-back is it is a good 

way out of the village. We do attract weddings (well into double figures) 

from far and wide, where they use the big house and its facilities. Our 

harvest festival with lunch is well supported, as is the Remembrance 

service incorporating the Wagoners Memorial. Our service of Nine 

Lessons and Carols is supported by Driffield rotary club.  

Please come and help us to grow in the Lord.    

 

 

Thixendale, St Mary’s  

The small, picturesque village of Thixendale lies deep in the idyllic landscape of the 

Yorkshire Wolds, and at weekends especially we welcome the many visitors, including both 

walkers and cyclists, who come to enjoy the area’s scenery and peacefulness. 

The parish has a population of about 150, (18 are children under the age of 16, including 4 

babies). Occupations include farming, IT, education, and social services, and there are 

several pensioners.  School buses take the children to primary school in the next village and 

to the secondary school at Norton. (While the other 5 parishes are in the East Riding of 

Yorkshire, Thixendale is part of North Yorkshire.) 

The village has an active community, centred on the Church, the Village Hall, pub, cricket 

team, and youth group. A village of volunteers, it has a long and successful record of 

organising a variety of social and fund-raising events.  

The Village Hall, originally built as the school, is used for community activities and meetings, 

including the local Heritage Group and the fortnightly gatherings of the village youth group; 

and on Sundays, we serve teas with home-made cakes to visitors to the village.  The small 

pub, popular with locals and walkers, serves hearty meals. We also have a small store, 

selling postcards, ice creams, etc.   

The church, together with the Vicarage, School, and School House, was built for the village 

by the Sykes family of Sledmere, designed by the eminent Victorian architect, George 

Street, and consecrated in 1872.  As one of the famous, ‘Sykes Churches’, its design, 

stained glass, stonework and organ are of the highest quality, and in order to highlight its 

Sledmere  Church 

https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/5804161
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features, we have installed a ‘sound and light’ tour of the church.  In the last few years, we 

have raised funds and upgraded the lighting, increased the warmth of our welcome with 

improvements to the heating and restored the historically significant pipe organ. 

Our church tradition is low to middle-of-the-road, with Holy Communion and a Service of the 

Word, which is normally led by one of the laity, each 

held once a month.  We have seen an increase in 

attendance at these services from some 7-8 people 

seven years ago to 12-13 on a normal Sunday.   Our 

Christmas Celebration and Harvest Festival, led by 

the churchwardens and involving the young people 

and the village singing group, are well attended by 

families (60-70) from the village. 

We use the Complete Anglican Hymns, Old and New and currently have an organist for our 

services of Holy Communion; while for our Services of the Word, we usually ‘sing unto the 

Lord’ unaccompanied.   

Looking forward, we would like to see young people coming into the church and our 

congregations more representative of our age-range.  

If you would like further information about Thixendale, please call Pauline Foster on 01377 

288294 or Sarah Frettingham on 01377 288286. 

 

Wetwang, St Nicholas 

Wetwang is a Yorkshire Wolds village and civil parish in the East Riding of Yorkshire, 

England. It is situated 6 miles (9.7 km) west of Driffield on the A166 road and with a  

population of approximately 760. 

St Nicholas' Church, of Norman origin, was restored during the period 1845–1902 by The 

Sykes family of Sledmere House. We have recently completed significant repairs to the roof, 

clock tower and installed new lighting.  The church is a designated Grade II* listed building  

and is on the Sykes Churches Trail devised by the East Yorkshire Churches Group. 

The village is known for its Iron Age chariot burial cemetery at Wetwang Slack, and was 

previously known for its black swans after which the village pub, the Black Swan, is named. 

The village is recorded in the Doomsday Book as Wetuuangha. There are two interpretations 

‘DIY Nativity’ at Thixendale 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yorkshire_Wolds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_parishes_in_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Riding_of_Yorkshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Driffield
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A166_road
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sykes_Churches_Trail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iron_Age
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chariot_burial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wetwang_Slack
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_swan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domesday_Book
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of the name, one from the Old Norse vaett-vangr, 'field for the trial of a legal action'. Another 

theory is that it was the "Wet Field" compared to the nearby dry field at Driffield. 

The Church has strong links with Wetwang C of E Primary School and we expect that this 

will be developed further. The school’s approximately 70 children will increase in number 

with the addition of a new classroom to 

accommodate the pre-school in September 2018. 

The Church also plays a central part of village life 

and supports activities at the village Hall, the village 

show and the popular Scarecrow week. In addition, 

a Youth Group meets at “The Red Bus”  

every Monday during term time and is supported by religious groups. The church is open to 

visitors daily during British Summer Time from 10 am to 4 pm. 

and we enjoy having a considerable number of visitors from across the globe. 

As part of the Waggoner’s benefice we have three services in our church every month. The 

first week is a Communion, the second is a joint service held with the Methodist Church and 

we alternate venue and the third week is an evensong held at 4pm often followed by tea and 

cakes.  We share Songs of Praise with the Methodists once a month. 

The Parishioners enjoy additional services over Christmas, Easter, Harvest and 

Remembrance days including Stations of the Cross, Service of Light, Crib service and a 

Carol service with readings from church members  and representatives of village groups. 

The church has the support of an active P.C.C. with a full list of officers including a Church 

Warden, deputy Church Warden, Treasurer and organist. 

We would like the next Minister to have a positive prayerful attitude to the community and 

wish to lead in increasing the number of churchgoers in the village and benefice. 

For more information please contact Charlotte Dixon, Church Warden 01377 236177 

 

Thank you for reading our profile and for your interest; and we hope you will wish to 

consider further whether God may be calling you to come and serve among us.  

 If you would like more information, Andy Broom, Archdeacon of the East Riding, 

will be happy to have an informal conversation with you. (01482 881659) 

Tour de Yorkshire comes through Wetwang 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Norse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Driffield
https://twitter.com/hashtag/wetwang
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Where is Waggoners Benefice? 

  

 

http://dioceseofyork.org.uk/news-events/news/deaneries-celebration-service/
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