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Bishop’s Letter of Introduction 
Benefice Profile for West Buckrose 

2023 
Thank you for your interest in the post of Interim Rector of the Parish of West 

Buckrose in the Deanery of Southern Ryedale.  We are at a critical time in the life 

of this Diocese and if appointed you will be leading this Benefice through a 

period of significant change as both the Deanery and the Diocese seek with the 

help of the Holy Spirit to realise the Diocesan Vision of Living Christ’s Story and 

embed the Deanery Plan. 

The Diocese is going through a time of change as we explore Living Christ’s Story 

expressed in four strategic goals: 

 Becoming more like Christ as we live his Story today. 

 Reaching those we currently do not, particularly through our Multiply and 

Mustard Seed projects. 

 Growing churches of missionary disciples who are younger and more 

diverse. 

 Transforming our finances and structures so that we can support a 

presence in all our neighbourhoods and networks of the Diocese. 

 

The challenge is to realise this vision and its strategic goals in the life of the 

parishes of this Parish as well as to take up the particular opportunities for 

mission which this setting affords. As is clear from this Parish Profile, the parish 

have significant strengths upon which to build. They were the first group of 

parishes to form a United Parish in the Archdeaconry of York and the churches 

have been working collaboratively together for many years mutually supporting 

each other whilst respecting their distinctiveness and diversity of worship. There 

is a good occasional office ministry and some creative outreach events in the 

annual calendar. There is a supportive and able group of lead people who want 

to look forward and engage their rural communities with the Gospel particularly 

younger adults, youth and children. They also know the vital importance of the 

parish priest being seen in their communities and known as someone who visits 

and is present at village events etc. There are also challenges in the parish which  
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reflect the realities of much rural life. With many incomers having no links either 

to the existing communities or churches, engaging these folk is a major matter 

going forward. Equally rural areas such as these hide issues of poverty, loneliness 

and limited employment not helped by limited public transport, access to public 

services and the costs of housing and transport. 

What makes this an exciting and attractive role is the support of the parishioners 

who recognise the need for change and want to serve with their priest to realise 

this. 

The details of the appointment are contained in this Profile.  May the Spirit guide 

you as prayerfully you consider whether to apply for this role. 

 

+John Selby 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Southern Ryedale Deanery 

 

A video ‘Introduction to Southern Ryedale Deanery’ can be viewed at 

https://bit.ly/SouthernRyedale  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bit.ly/SouthernRyedale
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The Parish of West Buckrose 

We are a united parish comprising nine very different villages in the 

heart of rural Ryedale in North Yorkshire. In this document we aim to 

introduce ourselves and give some insights into the life of our Parish 

and what it is like to live and work here. 
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We want to build on our strengths 

 As a united parish covering 8 

churches, we have learned to come 

together for worship, and also to 

work together as a single body, with 

a Parochial Church Council that is 

supportive and forward-looking. 

 Our churches are individual, but 

we are stronger together. Problems 

are shared, and solutions are sought 

by all. 

 A significant feature of the West 

Buckrose parish ministry, and a vital 

way of reaching out to our 

communities and beyond, is the 

wedding, funeral and christening 

ministry. For some of our churches, 

weddings in particular are important 

for church incomes. 

 Some of our churches hold 

'special' services and events which 

draw participation from beyond our 

usual congregations - for example, 

Leavening has held open-air Christmas crib services (in the pub 

carpark!) during Covid restrictions and have continued this. They also 

join with Acklam church and Leavening Methodist Church to hold a 

Harvest Auction with hymns, also in the village pub. Burythorpe 

holds popular services for Mothering Sunday, Harvest and 

Christingle; in the past, we had a very popular pets' service in 

Westow churchyard. 
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 We have traditionally offered a range of services from Evensong, 

Mattins, Holy Communion (both traditional and contemporary) to 

more informal family-focused services - called All Age Worship at St 

Andrews in Langton, which at one time was popular but over the 

years has not maintained the interests of young people as they move 

into their teenage years. 

 We have a strong core of committed people who organise and 

support church events, attend services in all the villages and are 

active in their communities. 

 We are committed to support our priest, recognising that they should 

have time for training, and will be paid appropriate expenses. We will 

help ensure that they have time and space for an annual retreat, and 

support them by helping finding cover where possible. We see this 

as a team-based role, and understand that the volume of work 

demands that we think strategically and ‘smartly’ to form, and work 

towards, goals and aspirations. 

 
The Deanery of Southern Ryedale 

offers, through its Deanery plan, 

opportunities to work collaboratively 

with neighbouring benefices to look for 

opportunities for growth. The Deanery is 

developing teams to tackle mission and 

evangelism goals, and offers exciting 

opportunities for innovative ministry 

ideas. Our parish supports the Deanery 

in its goals, and we wish to engage 

positively with the wider church 

communities. 
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We would like help to: 

★ build on the work we are currently doing, and to aim for growth: 

 Our communications - how effective are they? Do we have a 

strategy? How can we improve them? How should we use social 

media? 

 Can we provide different kinds of services at different times to 

attract new participants from our communities? 

 Can we use our church buildings more creatively - to serve the whole 

community as a focus in each village and to be places of Christian 

teaching? 

 How can we deal with the challenges that we face in common with 

other rural communities - such as increasing costs and ageing 

congregations? 

★ Provide outreach to young people, and their parents: 

 We recognise that we are not meeting the needs of families in 

general, and that we have very few families attending services 

except during Advent and Christmas. 

 Teenagers and young adults (18-24) have very little connection to 

the church. We would like to find ways to engage them. 

 
 
★ Address rural deprivation issues and social isolation such as: 

 limited employment opportunities 

 limited access to health and social care services 
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 lack of public transport 

 rural poverty 

 lack of community events for social interaction 
 

 lack of affordable homes, including rental accommodation, and the 

rise of holiday homes 
 
 
 

 

We want to: 

 Improve how we live out our faith in action. 
 

 Improve the pastoral care we offer across our villages to offer 

support to our ageing communities. 

 Look at new ways to make the Christian message relevant to all 

people in our villages 

 

Skills we are looking for in you: 

 A good communicator - able to ‘switch on’ a broad range of people - 

young and old, with traditional and contemporary views who 

represent the people who live here and visit the 8 churches. 

 Experience of and comfortable in, proactively engaging with the 

community using a wide spectrum of tools and techniques - face to 

face, social media, publications – whatever is appropriate! 

 A willingness to use different forms of service, eg. Prayer book and 

contemporary and to try other services such as Compline or Taizé. 
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 We need a priest who is visible to our community, who is easy to talk 

to, approachable, who will go into schools, care homes, home visiting 

the sick, and take interest in community projects. 

 Someone who can see the potential of our buildings, who has focus 

and will support and help us grow our social and fundraising events, 

who has a sense of humour and of fun. 
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A great place to live and work 

 
The rural Parish of West Buckrose lies in attractive countryside to the 

east of the A64 York – Scarborough road, close to the market town of 

Malton and on the north-western edge of the Yorkshire Wolds. It is 

within easy travelling distance of the city of York, the Yorkshire coast, 

the Wolds, the Moors and the Dales. This part of North Yorkshire is 

regularly rated as one of the best in Britain for quality of life, though 

there is a high level of inequality in the region. 

There are three good primary schools, one of them a Church School, 

within the Parish. There are good recreational facilities, excellent local 
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pubs and a few local buses. Malton provides railway and bus stations 

with good transport links to York, Scarborough and beyond (London is 

just 2 hours from York by rail), shopping facilities, good secondary 

schools, a large medical practice, and a small local hospital. 

Parishioners often receive medical treatment in either York or 

Scarborough Hospital or sometimes even further afield as well as in 

Malton Hospital. 

The Rectory 

This is an attractive, stone-built, family house constructed in 2003 in a 

quiet corner of the village of Westow and purchased then by the 

Diocese of York. 

The house is just over 2500 sq ft with an EPC rating of D. 

Downstairs there is a very large living room with a multi-fuel burning 

stove; a spacious family kitchen, a utility room, a large shower room 

with WC, and a further room which could be a dining room or a fourth 

bedroom. In addition, a separate entrance door gives access to the 

incumbent’s study, a further reception room where small meetings can 

be held and an additional toilet. Upstairs there is a large master 

bedroom with en-suite facilities, two further double bedrooms and a  

large family bathroom with 

shower. Outside is a small, 

attractive garden, and plenty of 

parking in the courtyard and a 

single garage. 
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Nine parish villages, one united parish 
There are nine villages with eight Parish churches and one fairly small 

but useful Church Hall within our one United Parish. We became a 

legally United Parish in August 2005 and feel we are a much stronger 

Church together than would ever have been possible as separate 

entities. Each of our villages wants to nurture and maintain its church as 

long as possible. 
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Services 
The pattern of services we have generally adopted in recent years aims 

to encourage our unity in worship but at the same time to be sufficiently 

flexible to allow a considerable diversity of worship styles. On the 1st 

Sunday of each month we have traditionally held a single service, a 

Parish Eucharist, with Choir, alternating CW1 and slightly modified CW2 

liturgies. These Parish services are sometimes followed by 

refreshments. On other Sundays we have held Eucharistic services, 

services of Evensong, (sometimes Lay-led), non-eucharistic All Age 

Worship services, and Sung Matins followed by short said Communion. 

All our churches are regularly used for these services and the 

congregation, particularly for morning worship, travels from around the 

Parish to the church in which the service is held. 

Choir 

Our Parish Choir is a real asset to our Parish. The choir is drawn from 

villages right across the parish and is very much part of our parish life 

rather than being a group apart. Singers meet on Tuesday evenings for 

their regular practice and 

usually rehearse again 

immediately before services. 

Lay Pastoral 

Group 

This is a small group of people 

who are able to assist the 

Parish Priest in various aspects 

of ministry within the Parish. 

They are able and willing to 
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offer the support of the Church within the wider community of our 

Parish by visiting those who need visiting at home or in hospital, by 

taking home communions and by helping with Baptism and 

Confirmation preparation. 

During our Interregnum they 

will try as far as possible to 

sustain the Pastoral work of 

the Parish. Members of this 

group also lead the 

Intercessions at the main 

Sunday morning service each 

week and administer the 

Chalice at the Eucharist. 

Church 

Organisation 

Each of our village churches has its own Village Church Council (VCC) 

responsible for the finances and maintenance of the village church. One 

of the churchwardens chairs all VCC meetings, apart from the Annual 

Meeting, which has usually been chaired by the Incumbent, and the 

church Treasurer deals with the village church finances, liaising with the 

Parish Treasurer as necessary. The 8 VCCs are appointed by the 

Archbishop’s Council but have limited 

powers and are therefore responsible 

to the PCC. 

The PCC 

The PCC is a body of people from 

different backgrounds who have 

learned to work together and to 
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respect and listen to each other during the process of building our 

united Parish. While there are often differences of opinion expressed, 

meetings of the PCC are supportive and cheerful rather than 

contentious. 

Finance 

Each village, being responsible for the upkeep of its own church 

building, does its own fund raising. Local events often come to provide 

an important part of the social calendar in our villages. 

Parish Magazine 

Using the sponsorship of local 

advertisers, we produce a 

quarterly magazine which we 

aim to deliver free of charge to 

every household in our Parish. 

We also have a Parish Website 

www.westbuckrose.org to give 

information about our Church 

and Parish activities. 

http://www.westbuckrose.org/
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Our Village Churches 
 

St Mary’s, Birdsall 

St. Mary’s Church is set in the parkland 

accompanying Birdsall House. The 

village is a traditional estate village, 

forming part of Birdsall Estates which is a 

family-run agricultural business. St. Mary’s 

is one of the larger churches in West 

Buckrose; however it provides for one of 

the smallest village congregations, 

particularly because there are fewer 

residents than other villages in the Parish. 
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St Mary’s, Westow 

St Mary's Church - or St Mary's-in-the- 

Fields as it is sometimes called 

because of its idyllic position 

surrounded by beautiful trees and 

fields - is situated outside the village 

equidistant from Westow and the 

hamlets of Firby and Menethorpe which 

it also serves. 

 

 

St Nicholas, North Grimston 

The village of North Grimston is situated on the 

edge of The Wolds and lies on the main Malton 

to Beverley road. St Nicholas’ Church is a 12th 

Century building, and is the oldest church in the 

Parish. It is well known for its unique stone font, 

which is reputed to be older than the church 

itself. Pevsner, in his book, describes it as a 

“mighty and barbaric piece”. 

 

 

All Saints, Settrington and 

Scagglethorpe 

These two villages lie a mile apart running southward from the A64. 

Ecclesiastically joined, the communities have their own Parish Councils 

and distinct character. Settrington has a very popular Church of England 

primary school, and the Diocese of York expects the Incumbent to join 
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            the School Governing body.   

The school has a roll of 83 

pupils and serves the local 

community and beyond. 

Settrington's large (the 

biggest in the parish) C13th 

Church lies on the edge of 

the village; an Anglican 

service is also held regularly 

in the Methodist chapel in 

Scagglethorpe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Venerable Bede, 

Leavening 

The village church was originally built in 

1850 as a schoolroom and later (1965) 

dedicated as a chapel of ease to the 

Parish church in the neighbouring village 

of Acklam. The church is an intimate 

space, and benefits from good facilities 

such as kitchen and WC. The village has a popular primary school. 

Leavening is a shared space with the Methodist Church and Ecumenical 

services are held once a month. The two churches work closely 

together and hold a Joint Church Council meeting annually at which the 

Incumbent and the Methodist minister share the chair. The building is 

also used for village groups and fundraising activities. 
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St John the Baptist, 

Acklam 
The Church is a small ex Methodist 
Chapel, which is warm, ideally sized for 

this small village. It was acquired when 

the splendid old Church was demolished 

around 1970, due to its poor condition. 

The lovely old Churchyard is the setting for 

an annual open air service to celebrate St 

John the Baptist. 

All Saints, Burythorpe 

 
This 

Victorian church stands 

between fields at the top of 

a small hill a short stroll 

away from the main village 

street and is a well-known 

local landmark, visible for 

miles around. Like many of 

the other churches in the 

parish, it is quite 

frequently in demand for 

baptisms, marriages and 

funerals. The village has a 

small but useful Church 

Hall, the only one in our 

Parish. The Hall is available for hire and is used by the village, the Parish 

and sometimes for small private functions. 
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Saint Andrew’s, Langton 

Saint Andrew’s Church was rebuilt in 1822, of sandstone with a green 

Westmorland slate roof. It has a square tower with a flagpole. It is 

located in the centre of the Parish 

and hosts the choir’s weekly 

practice. 

Langton County Primary School, 

at the edge of this handsome 

estate village, draws children 

from a number of surrounding 

villages including Burythorpe, 

Birdsall and Westow and also 

from Norton and Malton. 
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Further Information 

 
www.westbuckrose.org Our Parish website, with a calendar of events, 

contact information and descriptions of our churches. 

Our churches also feature on A Church Near You, and all our villages 

have a Wikipedia entry. 

www.dioceseofyork.org.uk  Information on our Diocese. 

http://www.gazetteherald.co.uk Local news 

http://settrington.ryedaleconnect.org.uk Settrington’s website 

http://www.settrington.n-yorks.sch.uk Our church school 

http://www.langton.n- 

yorks.sch.uk Langton Primary 

School 

http://www.leavening.n- 

yorks.sch.uk Leavening 

Primary School 

http://www.ryedale.gov.uk 

Our district council 

http://www.visitryedale.co.uk 

Tourist information on our area 

All photos © The Parish of West Buckrose 
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