
The United Benefice of
Haworth & Cross Roads



Join us in our mission..

Upper Worth Valley has
to change. The
processes of confron�ng
the changes that are
required have already
started with the PCCs in
both Cross Roads and
Haworth drawing up
radical agendas to
search out new,
innova�ve, and
imagina�ve approaches
to being an Anglican.

Therefore, we are
looking for a person
who can inspire and
lead our two parishes as

we take a leap of faith
with Jesus and face-up
to those significant
challenges.

You will be assured of a
warm welcome and
become part of a team
of commi�ed Chris�ans
who want to ensure
that the Anglican
message is delivered to
more people and
becomes the legacy that
will ensure the
con�nua�on of our
Churches deeper into
the 21st Century.

THE UNITED Benefice of
Haworth and Cross Roads
offers an exci�ng
challenge to any priest
who is open to new ideas
and a fresh way of
delivering a Ministry
within a Benefice that is
facing up to life in a Post
Covid world. This
Benefice that sits on the
eastern slopes of the
Pennine chain of hills is
comprised of three
Churches in two parishes,
including St Michael and
All Angels in Haworth
with its amazing Brontë
literary heritage.

Delivery

All of the Churches
recognise that in order
to spread the Good
News of Jesus Christ,
increase the number of
people a�ending
services and involving
themselves in the day-
to-day life of Churches,
the delivery of Anglican
mission within the
Benefice’s part of the

Your guide to our Benefice
Section One: Our Mission
Statement, the Bishop’s Statement,
Who we think you might be and the
Story of our Benefice.
Section Two: St Michael’s and All
Angel’s, Haworth
Section Three: St James’, Cross
Roads
Section Four: St Gabriel, Stanbury
Section Five: Accommodation and
Terms of Appointment
Section Six: The Diocese of Leeds

Fund-raising and fun in Haworth. A fayre in Haworth’s 1940s weekend.

OUR Benefice of Haworth and
Cross Roads covers three villages in
the Worth Valley region of West
Yorkshire. Each of the three member
Churches serves their own
communities with diverse and
individual qualities. So that you can
fully embrace each member Church,
we have endeavoured to shape this
Profile so that their characters can
be seen as self-standing and, at the
same time, a growing, united
presence for the Church of England
in our area

Our current clergy team (le� to right) Rev.
Anthony Benne� (Curate) and Rev, Peter Wilson
(Re�red with permission to officiate) with readers
Peter Handley and Rosanne Anderson.



OUR VISION in the Diocese of Leeds is
about confident clergy equipping confid-
ent Chris�ans to live and tell the good
news of Jesus Christ. In appoin�ng to
every post, we seek people who have a
joyful and confident faith which has in-
spired a track record of church growth,
both numerically and spiritually.
These two parishes form a significant
joint benefice within the Bradford Epis-
copal Area and the Diocese of Leeds.
“Cross Roads” perhaps sums up well the
Benefice’s current situa�on. The local
response to the covid pandemic saw a
strong ecumenical response, par�cularly
led by West Lane Bap�st Church. How-
ever, two less welcome consequences
have followed. Firstly, the Church of Eng-
land has been less visibly present in the
civic space, with a resul�ng lower profile
in the villages. Secondly, congrega�ons
have not returned to the churches as
fully as was hoped, especially at St James
and St Gabriel’s. Hence there is reduced
and limited capacity and energy for mis-
sion and ministry, which is all the more
concerning with the increased age pro-
file of the current congrega�ons.
Standing at a ‘Cross Roads’, therefore, we
have to ask what should be the future
direc�on of the Benefice? A “steady as
we go” op�on, just maintaining current
pa�erns of worship, seems likely to lead
to con�nued decline. So, a new road
must now be found, that addresses the
two unwelcome consequences outlined

above, reoccupying the public square
and reaching out to the genera�ons
and communi�es missing from the
churches. Taking this new road will in-
evitably mean some hard decisions for
the two PCCs about current priori�es
for ministry, and I hope they will sup-
port and encourage each other as
they do so.
We are therefore looking for a vision-
ary and enabling leader who can work
winsomely with the exis�ng congrega-
�ons and the village communi�es,
lead in outreach to grow new disciples
and leaders, plan�ng and developing
new appropriate forms of worship and
church which meet at accessible �mes
and places.
Crea�ve
Some good building blocks are in
place, such as Toddler Praise, or in re-
cent memory, like Friday Church, as
well as good rela�onships with the
local primary schools. Much good
work has also taken place to renew
the church buildings, so they are not
too great a burden.
The next incumbent will need to de-
velop rela�onships within the villages
in entrepreneurial and crea�ve ways,
contribu�ng to a vision both for the
villages and for the place of the
churches in the villages. There are
par�cular opportuni�es for engage-
ment and outreach that come with
new housing, but especially with

Haworth’s associa�on with the
Bronte heritage and its role as
a major tourist des�na�on. It
will especially important to
seize the opportuni�es
afforded by the 2025 UK City of
Culture, not just to engage
with the many expected visit-
ors, but to enable the local
communi�es to recognise and
welcome the place the Chris-
�an faith has in their heritage.
Occupying the public space
available to the Rector of
Haworth in this context will de-
mand excellent team building
skills, crea�vity in engaging
with the heritage, civic and
business agendas and some
diplomacy.
The Deanery of Aire and Worth
is comprised of parishes similar
to these, many of whom are
experimen�ng with mixing
new approaches to worship
and mission alongside inher-
ited pa�erns. The new incum-
bent will therefore find a group
of crea�ve and suppor�ve col-
leagues in the Deanery
chapter, all of whom will be
deeply familiar with the joys
and challenges that each other
faces. The new post holder
will therefore be expected to
work with a spirit of generosity
in sharing wisdom and insights
about ministry within the
Deanery of Aire and Worth and
across the Episcopal Area.
+Toby, Bradford
1 February 2023

Bishop Toby Howarth

Incumbent
St Michael & All Angels, Haworth with St Gabriel, Stanbury &

St James Cross Roads.
Bishop’s Statement



Our Vision of You…
BECAUSE OF the care
and development of
more than one parish,
we feel the need of a
priest who is a confid-
ent, strong leader with
good organisa�onal
skills.
• They would prefer-
ably have had diverse
Parish experience and
be comfortable with a
variety of Church tra-
di�ons.
• They will be a
‘people skilled person’
with a sense of hu-

mour and be up for a
challenge.
• Someone who will
make Christ known in
our parishes and be a
visible presence in the
communi�es we
serve.
• Someone who will
help us reach out to
the thousands of visit-
ors who visit Haworth
Parish Church each
year.
• Our priest will be ex-
pected to encourage
and support the con-

grega�on on their
spiritual journey.
• Someone who has a
heart for mission and
can share the Gospel
in an appropriate way
with adults, families,
young people and chil-
dren of all ages.
• A person who will
con�nue to build on
the ecumenical rela-
�onships already in
place.

IN 2012 it became clear that the
Church of England was radically
re-thinking its structure and
staffing policies and it was sug-
gested to the Parishes of Haworth
and Cross Roads that they should
consider operating on a more co-
operative model.
Before 2009 the priest’s duties for
both Parishes had been amal-
gamated so that they both shared
a Priest-in-Charge.
That did not, however, change the
desire to see the Parishes of
Haworth and Cross Roads be-
coming more integrated.
Both Parochial Church Councils
spent many hours debating and
praying about the options being
given for them for consideration.
The question was whether either
of the two Parishes wished to am-
algamate; or to adopt the status of
a United Benefice; or simply to re-
main as they stood at that time.
By 2015 it was confirmed that the
two parishes would be operating
as a United Benefice. The devel-
opment was designed to increase
the unity of purpose and Christian
fellowship of two neighbouring
Anglican parishes and to recog-
nise the potential for operational
economies of scale within the up-
per part of the Worth Valley.

The United Benefice of
Haworth & Cross Roads

St James’ Church, Cross Roads

St Michael and All Angel’s, Haworth

St Gabriel’s, Stanbury

Archaeologist Dr Angela Redmond examines Georgian objects
discovered during a building project in Haworth churchyard.



HAWORTH is a hilltop village
ten miles from Bradford situ-
ated above the Worth Valley
on the eastern slopes of the
Pennine hills. The village of
Haworth is first men�oned in
history as a se�lement in the
year 1209 and is recorded on
a 1771 map as ‘Howorth’
which means ‘hedged enclos-
ure’.
During the 18th and 19th cen-
turies Haworth was a
crowded, industrial village
that was badly polluted, very
smelly, and most unhygienic.
Although the village was
perched high-up on the edge
of the Haworth moors, it was
far from a healthy place to
live. The death rate was as
high as anything in London
and a frightening 41 per cent
of children failed to reach
their sixth birthday while the
average age of adult death
was just 21 years old.
Arrived
To survive, villagers o�en sub-
sistence farmed a few acres of
the moors which they com-
bined with hand-loom weav-
ing or wool combing. Worsted
weaving on a loom in the
front room was already de-
clining in the village by the
�me the Brontë family arrived
in Haworth during 1821 and
new water-powered mills had
appeared on the banks of the
River Worth in 1790. Their in-

troduc�on saw Haworth’s
economy shi� from domes�c
to industrial.
When they had spare �me,
people tended to devote it to
religious worship and the Par-
ish Church of St Michael and
All Angels’ along with the
Bap�st and Wesleyan chapels
provided the village with a
spiritual and social life and
also educa�on.
In 1879, Patrick Brontë's suc-
cessor, Rev. John Wade, de-
molished the Church and had
the present building consec-
rated in February 1881.
In 1929 the Parsonage was
obtained by the Brontë Soci-
ety which is now a museum
devoted to the Brontë family

legacy. By 1867 The Keighley
and Worth Valley Railway was
built to connect Keighley to
Haworth and Oxenhope. The
line was closed in 1962 but
reopened as a heritage rail-
way.
Demand
In 2002 Haworth became the
world's first 'Fair Trade' village
and, in 2005 Haworth was
twinned with Machu Pichu in
Peru.
Today Haworth is a village
much in demand by film com-
panies producing period dra-
mas and has a vibrant com-
munity which stages major
events like the 1940’s week-
end.

HAWORTH is a village that
lives comfortably with its
historic and literary connec-
�ons while becoming recog-
nised as a desirable 21st
century place to live.
The village is strategically
placed ten miles from Brad-
ford – the headquarters of
the area’s principal local au-
thority Bradford Metropol-
itan District Council (MDC) –
then 19 miles from the re-
gional centre of Leeds..
In the Bradford MDC’s Dra�
Local Plan Haworth, to-
gether with neighbouring vil-
lage Cross Roads, has to find
sufficient land for 400 new
houses before 2030.

Greater
Haworth, Cross Roads and
Stanbury Parish Council has
delivered a Neighbourhood
Development Plan giving the
community a greater voice
in the Planning process.
However, in 2023 the Parish
Council status will change
with Cross Roads establish-
ing their own Council and
Haworth and Stanbury
Council remaining as a
stand-alone authority.
Housing stock varies from
rows of back-to back ter-
raced houses on the Brow to
the remaining historic prop-
er�es around the Church
and Main Street and a grow-
ing number of ‘new build’.
The popula�on is s�ll domin-

ated by people of working
age with many young famil-
ies while there is a substan-
�al and growing number of
re�red people, par�cularly
at the western edge of the
village. It remains a white
Bri�sh community with rep-
resenta�ves from other
races and religious back-
grounds. Post-Covid
Haworth’s cultural offering
s�ll has a cinema group, a
Gilbert & Sullivan Society, a
Rotary Club, a beer fes�val,
and its connec�on to the
Brontë Parsonage Museum
with its frequent high-end
offerings. And much more.
The Modality Medical Prac-
�ce on Rawdon Road serves
the whole of the upper

Worth Valley. Tourism is a
key income driver for the vil-
lage, and s�ll it offers a com-
mercial base that includes
the Keighley & Worth Valley
Railway; a myriad of vibrant
hospitality business, numer-
ous privately owned shops
and two convenience stores
together with a world-class
military regalia manufac-
turer in Wyedene Weaving
and Airedale Springs, who
deliver custom made springs
from their ultramodern
plant.

The living
village

Haworth’s long history

Looking up and down Main Street, Haworth

Tributes le� at the brass plaque celebra�ng members of
the Brontë family at the east end of the nave.



HAWORTH Church is much loved
and well-used by both our local
community and congrega�on. It is
es�mated that in excess of 40,000
visitors pass through our doors
annually as part of our ‘Brontë
legacy while many other people
comment that the Church is ‘a
haven of peace and tranquillity in
the modern world’.
Outside of the major Cathedrals and
Minsters, Haworth ranks among the
most-visited Churches in the
country.
Our Church is also the focal point of
many family occasions with
weddings, bap�sms, and funerals
while, because the Church is one of
the largest buildings in the village,
the church building is well used for

concerts as well as other cultural
events.
We have one service on Sunday at
11.00am. These alternate between
Morning Prayer and Holy Communion.
The weekly congrega�on is on average in
the region of 30 people at St Michael’s
while 10 a�end St Gabriel’s in Stanbury.
Numbers at Haworth are frequently
boosted by the many visitors who join
with us in worship.
Many of the congrega�on are of
re�rement age but take an ac�ve interest
in the running of the Church.
Our regular ac�vi�es include: -
• A monthly Bible Study Group.
• We also minister to the local
community and visitors through our
prayer tree which collects about 2,000
prayer requests each year.

• The previous Rector
developed a good
rela�onship with the
Haworth School and,
prior to the Covid
pandemic, the school
used the Church for
their Christmas and
Easter produc�ons.
Our Church also hosts
the following
community services: -
• A Candlelit Carol
Service when more
than 150 visitors join in
a tradi�onal service
following the annual
torch-lit procession
from the bo�om of
Main Street.
•We join with West
Lane Bap�st Church in
staging a ‘Na�vity
Walk’ up Haworth’s
Main Street on an
annual basis.
• Manorlands, our local
Hospice, hold their
Christmas Carol service
in the Church.
•We are developing a
rela�onship with our
neighbours,the Brontë
Society and the Keighley
& Worth Valley Railway.
• We have an ac�ve
support organisa�on,
‘The Friends of the
Brontës' Church’, who
have raised more than

About Haworth Church
£80,000 during the last
ten years.
• Our Fund-Raising
Group’s ac�vi�es were
suspended during the
Covid pandemic and we
are planning to re-start
their programmes in the
near future.
Pre-pandemic we
supported: Water Aid;
Chris�an Hope
Interna�onal; the
Mothers’ Union
Midwife Appeal and
Mercy Mission.
•We have our own web
site (www.
haworthchurch.co.uk)
and communicate
through social media.
Our Facebook page has
a substan�al following
that was built up by the

live-streaming of
services through the
Covid pandemic.
• We operate regular
guided tours round the
Church using a team of
volunteers from Church
and the community as
guides.

In 2019 the Church was
re-wired and two years
later it was re-
decorated.
As for ourselves, we
want to deepen our
faith, and share what
God has accomplished
in our Church, and in
our lives.

Haworth & Worth Valley Rotarians in Church celebra�ng
their club’s annual Interna�onal Day in 2022.

A community service at St Michael and All Angel’s



2017 2018 2019 2020* 2021* 2022
Haworth 49 54 55 29 37 36
Stanbury 19 15 18 10 11 9
Weddings 12 12 8 1 5 12
Bap�sms 7 5 9 0 3 18
Funerals 18 7 14 16 13 8
Parish of Haworth Share performance
Year 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Share £30,028 £29,953 £30,814 £30,814 £31,173
Paid In full In full £12,814* £26,000* In full
� Covid Pandemic – Church closed for long periods.

Haworth’s Service and Share Record

FOLLOWING a decade of
restora�on and improve-
ment works which include
new roofs, new central
hea�ng and a servery
and toilet facili�es, the
Church has a building fit
for Mission in the 21st
Century.
Undoubtedly, the Church
in Haworth does have its
challenges. Besides strug-
gling to fully return its
congrega�on numbers
following the Covid pan-
demic, its Mission and
Outreach are difficult to
define as we con�nually
juggle between being a
tourist a�rac�on and our
role as a Parish Church in
a living, working com-
munity.
But as one Bishop com-
mented: ‘Haworth is
place where seeds are
sown but they do not ne-
cessarily blossom there’.
In other words, people
leave Haworth Church
spiritually upli�ed but
they then develop their
faith in their own par-
ishes.’

A 21st
Century
Church

One of the welcome post-Covid events in Church: a concert by Haworth Brass band

St Michael and All Angels…freshly redecorated.



H
GENERATIONS of Haworth
people have worshipped
on this site since before
the Reforma�on. Although
the present church is Vic-
torian, the earliest record
of a chapel in Haworth is
1317.
The previous church build-
ing was constructed in
1655 (the base of the
tower probably dates back
to 1488) and was enlarged
in 1755 when William
Grimshaw was the incum-
bent.
During Grimshaw’s min-
istry his friends John and
Charles Wesley preached
in the Church and, to-
gether they became im-
portant people in the
founda�on of the Method-
ist movement.
The Reverend Patrick
Brontë ministered in
Haworth from 1820 un�l
1861. Brontë was the
father of the three famous
literary sisters Charlo�e,
Emily and Anne. In 1964 a
chapel in the south east
corner was dedicated to

the memory of the Brontë
family, and the family’s
vault is situated close to
the entrance of this
chapel.
Anne is the only member
of the family not buried
under in the vault as she
died and is buried in Scar-
borough.
The Grimshaw-inspired
Church was demolished
during the ministry of Rev-
erend John Wade who
succeeded Patrick Brontë.
The founda�on stone was
laid on Christmas Day
1879 and the church was
consecrated in February
1881.

During 2012 the south-fa-
cing roofs and tower
were repaired and re-
stored while in 2016 the
north-facing roofs were
also replaced, and the
west end further re-
ordered.
Today, the Grade Two
Star listed Church is sup-
ported by a ‘Friends of
the Brontës' Church’ or-
ganisa�on and the build-
ing’s Brontë family’s liter-
ary legacy con�nues to
a�ract many thousands
of visitors from around
the world each year.

ST JAMES’ Church, Cross
Roads was built in 1910,
replacing the 1887 ‘�n
mission church’. It is a
stone building with a four-
bay nave, fine oak pews,
carved choir stalls and an
organ chamber, hence its
Grade Two lis�ng in 1992.
It was part of the Parish of
Ingrow un�l November
1911, when St James,
Cross Roads-cum-Lees
was made a separate par-
ish, with its first vicar in-
ducted in 1912.
The original design of the
church included a tower
but only the lower sec�on
was completed, although
a bell cote was added in
1962. A newer church
hall, which is linked to the
church through the south

aisle, provides a mee�ng
room, kitchen, and toilets.
This was completed in
1994, replacing an older,
separate building.
During Autumn 2016, St
James has underwent ex-
tensive restora�on includ-
ing repairs to the roof and
high-level stonework,
clerestory windows and
bell cote.
St James is situated on the
main road to Haworth and
is easily accessed within
the village. Lees Primary
School o�en has an end-
of-term service in the
church.
As the largest church,
other than St Michael’s in
Haworth, it is occasionally
‘borrowed’ for funerals for
people from other de-

nomina�ons. The
Church also hosts other
village events such as
concerts, fashion shows
and cra� shows.
Our hall is used for reg-
ular coffee mornings
and lunch�me socials,
French and Spanish
Conversa�on groups
and as a Polling Sta�on.
During the last 20
years, three ordained
Priests and three Read-
ers have come from,
and been supported by,
St James’.
We have a con�nuing
link with Lees Primary
School with the aim of
nurturing young
people.

The story of St James’Haworth
and its
history

St James’ Church, Cross Roads

Haworth Church from Main Street at night



CROSS ROADS developed
as a place name when the
Ingrow - Denholme road
crossed the older Haworth-
Barcro�-Hainworth-Keigh-
ley road at the end of the
18th Century.
A glacial valley had formed
in the area of Sugden End
Farm (and today’s Council
�p) during the Ice Age and
there have been many
signs of human habita�on
in the area since then.
The first mill, powered by
the stream was built in
1571, with more mills in
the late 18th

At the Cross Roads
Century. The 1851 census
showed that 90 per cent of
the popula�on was em-
ployed in tex�les.
A Co-opera�ve Society
opened shops in the vil-
lage, but it was later ab-
sorbed by Keighley Co-op-
era�ve Society and, even-
tually, shut down.
Lees Methodist Church was
first built in 1844, Lees
Primary School in 1897 and
a mission house-church
was founded in 1886 by the
Reverend J Knowles, assist-
ant curate of Ingrow Parish
Church. This moved to a

‘�n shed’ mission church
nine months later, while
the Sunday School (hall)
was built on the same site
in 1892. By 2011 the popu-
la�on of Cross Roads had
grown to 3,300. The major-
ity of the people are of
Bri�sh origin, and most are
of working age and are in
some form of paid employ-
ment.
Much of that work is now
found outside the village.
Most jobs are represented,
including many professions,
skilled, clerical and service.
The housing stock consists
of a mixed stock including

privately let proper�es while
the majority of the local
housing is owner-occupied.
There is a great deal of hous-
ing on offer within the vil-
lage. This includes terraced
houses that can mostly be
found clustered around the
churches and off the Halifax
Road. The ‘new build’ estates
arrived in the village during
the 1950's, 1970's and 1990's
while several more were con-
structed in the 21st century
with even more develop-
ments planned as featured in
Bradford Metropolitan Dis-
trict Council’s Dra� Local
Plan.
Independent
In addi�on to alms-houses
in the centre of the village,
there is a small block of flats
for elderly people and,
while there is no council-
owned social housing in the
village, some proper�es are
rented. The village popula-
�on is predominately young
families but there is a large

representa�on of middle-
aged and re�red people.
Within the village there
are two churches and one
primary school.
There are a few busi-
nesses offering employ-
ment opportuni�es and
an array of local, inde-
pendent shops that in-
cludes: a butcher, a baker,
two hairdressers, a fur-
niture/gi� shop, uphol-
stery/ so� furnishings
salerooms, a fish-and-chip
shop and a café. Social
needs are met by a pub
and a bar, a Working
Men’s Club and a pub/
hotel, while the Haworth
Youth Hostel is situated in
a former mill owner’s
home at the Lees end of
the village.

OUR Mission Statement is
‘travelling together with
God’ and our aim is to be a
Church which will con�nue
to build on our rela�on-
ship with children, young
people, and adults to help
strengthen their faith:
where all are welcomed
regardless of their back-
ground and faith (or no
faith), loved, taught and
trained to be confident in
sharing their faith. That
gi�s are grown, and lead-
ers developed through the
ministry of God’s work and
the power of the Holy
Spirit in Cross Roads.

Our Mission
statement

Haworth Road in Cross Roads

At the Cross Roads



St JamesAAA

ST JAMES’ PCC has the re-
sponsibility of co-opera�ng
with the Rector of the
United Benefice in pro-
mo�ng within the ecclesi-
as�cal parish the whole
mission of the Church: pas-
toral, evangelis�c, social
and ecumenical.
Our aim is to be the
‘local’ church imple-
men�ng the themes and
messages laid down by
the Diocese of Leeds and
working with the partner
churches in the United
Benefice to provide ac�v-

i�es and spiritual nour-
ishment for all ages.
The Church tries to be
aware of changes
within the community
and society at large
when considering wor-
ship and prayer provi-
sion as well as their
duty under Canon Law.
Services
St James’ has a largely
elderly but ac�ve con-
grega�on with the main
service on Sunday. The
congrega�on has
dropped to between 18

to 30 communicants
following the Covid
pandemic. During 2020
– 2021 there were 42
people on the Electoral
Roll. The mid-week
communion averages
five communicants and
the Prayer Group is
mee�ng every month.
Congrega�on numbers
rise drama�cally for
other services such as
the Act of Remem-
brance, ‘Carols Around
the tree’ and the Christ-
mas Eve Chris�ngle ser-
vice.

St James’
and its
people

THE Readers and Wardens
meet the Rector regularly
and, since becoming
members of a United
Benefice, our Wardens also
have regular joint mee�ngs
with St Michael's and All
Angels’ Wardens.
The church has some
Restricted and Designated

Funding streams
funds some of which are
being used in the current
repair work. St James’ has
struggled to pay the Share
during the Covid pandemic,
but we have con�nued
fund-raising and relying on

the generosity of the
Church members.
2022 – 2023 St James’
Share was £18,396 of
which the Church
succeeded in paying
£10,000. In 2021 – 2022
the Share requested as
£16,400 and we were able
to pay £12,532.

Sunday Weekday
Adults Children Adults Children

2016 27 2 16 16
2017 27 2 11 10
2018 27 1 11 11
2019 27 2 13 13
2020 16 1 Covid
2021 18 1 14 13*
* from September only

Bap�sm Weddings Funerals

2016 2 2 8
2017 2 0 4
2018 3 0 5
2019 3 0 7
2020 0 0 5
2021 1 0 8

Service Patterns at Cross Roads

ST JAMES’ Social Ac�vi�es Planning
Group did not meet during the Covid
pandemic and it is intended to restart
the group with the aim of assis�ng with
the Church’s fund-raising.
The Monday Morning Drop-In is an
informal gathering with hot drinks, at
which all are welcome and appeals to
regulars and visitors alike.
The Autumn Fair returned in 2022 a�er
being suspended during the pandemic.
Ladies Night is an evening for ladies from
both churches and beyond, with a
speaker and a light faith supper.
Our Spanish and French Language Group
has evolved from a beginner’s class into
a conversa�on group and, like the French
group, gives people a chance to use their
language skills.

Sunday: Holy Communion or Morning
Worship - alternate weeks.
Monday: Drop-In Coffee Morning.
Tuesday: Toddler Praise
Wednesday: Midweek Communion.
Thursday: Spanish and French
Conversa�on Groups.
Friday: Friday Church, Ladies Night.

Using the building



STANBURY translates from
the old English as ‘Stone
Fort' and it is situated one-
mile west of Haworth on
the former Bluebell
Turnpike which was built in
1755 to link Bradford with
the Lancashire town Colne.
The Quakers came to the
village in the 1650’s in
order to escape
persecu�on and they used
a house in the Main Street,
Stanbury as their mee�ng
house, and land opposite,
Horton Cro�, as a burial
ground.
The coming of the
industrial revolu�on at the

beginning of the 19th
century created a chance
for change in Stanbury.
The construc�on of the
tex�le mills along the rivers
near the village changed
the way people worked
and lived as they did in
nearby Haworth, and
Stanbury grew into a
thriving industrial village.
Along with co�ages, farms,
chapels and inns in the
village there were five
tex�le mills working in the
vicinity. Stanbury nestles at
the top of a small hill and is
overlooked by glowering
Pennine hills, including the

apocryphal site of Emily
Brontë’s much-loved novel
‘Wuthering Heights’
In 1852 the first Ordinance
Survey map was published,
and the former map of the
village indicates that it is
li�le changed from that
se�lement that exists
today. Its rugged charm
and s�ll bea�ng
agricultural heart is
protected by a
Conserva�on Order that
rests with Bradford
Metropolitan District
Council.
One change to the se�ng
of the village was the con-

St Gabriel and Stanbury

struc�on of the reservoir at
the eastern end of the
se�lement. The local Board
of Health authorised Lower
Laithe Reservoir’s construc-
�on in 1869 but it was fi-
nally completed in 1925.
The ‘Keighley News’ also
records a £4000 grant for a
‘major faceli�’ for the
church in 1987. Work in-
volved roof repairs, a new
kitchen, toilet, a new
hea�ng system, and
lowered ceiling within the
church.
The church’s 150th an-
niversary in 1998 was cel-
ebrated by its dedica�on
and renaming ‘The church
of St Gabriel, Stanbury’.
The Bishop of Bradford, the
Right Rev David Smith, led
the special thanksgiving
service and dedicated the
church to St Gabriel.

Blessings
The church held its first
ever wedding on 30th Au-
gust 2014, following a suc-
cessful applica�on for a
Wedding Licence, although
Wedding blessings had
been held at the church
prior to this.
The church con�nues to be
a focal point of the village
community and is a signi-
ficant part of the history
and future of Stanbury.

IN COMMON with many
other Churches in the
region, and the country,
St Gabriel’s discovered
that its building was
star�ng to show its age.
During 2014 it was
discovered the roof at the
west end of the Church
was infected with rot and
needed to be repaired.
But, fortunately for St
Gabriel’s, its partner
churches in the United
Benefice, St Michael and
All Angels’, Haworth, and
St James’, Cross Roads,
had built up considerable
bank of knowledge
following their
campaigns to restore
their respec�ve roofs that

they were willing to
share.
Architects were engaged
and it was es�mated that
St Gabriel’s would need in
the region of £58,000 to
make the repair, a
massive undertaking for a
small church in a village
whose popula�on does
not amount to 300.
Successful applica�ons
were lodged with various
grant-making bodies.
Significant private
dona�ons also helped the
congrega�on at Stanbury
to draw ever closer to
their objec�ve.
The congrega�on and
community also
contributed to the fund-
raising effort

Sharing the experienceSt Gabriel’s, Stanbury

A happy day - the first-ever wedding at Stanbury



THE UNITED Benefice’s Vicarage
sits proudly at the top of Prince
Street, Haworth (pictured)neatly
astride the geographic boundary
between the Haworth and Cross
Road parishes.
It has replaced the Vicarage in Cross
Roads and Rectory in Haworth as
the residence for the incumbent of
the United Benefice of Haworth and
Cross Roads.
This spacious family home comes
with five bedrooms and a bathroom
with walk-in shower upstairs with a
sizeable kitchen with two pantries,
dining room, sitting room and a
second reception room downstairs.
There are impressive gardens at
both the front and rear of the house
while it is conveniently situated for
the local shops; within walking
distance of the two highly rated
Primary Schools; the bus services to
Keighley, Oxenhope, Oakworth and

Stanbury and sufficient parking
spaces for at least six vehicles.
It is accessed directly from Prince
Street and has views of the village
of Haworth. The Vicarage has
sufficient accommodation to
provide meeting space for the
incumbent while enabling normal
domestic life to continue
unhindered and uninterrupted. It
also possesses a double garage
with attached workroom. Also, as
the house stands at the top of a cul-
de-sac children can play-out in a
safe, controlled environment.

Terms of Appointment and Accommodation

The Post is a full time incumbency appointed under Common
Tenure. Provision of the house includes water rates and Council
Tax. All expenses are paid. Removal costs and a resettlement
grant are available.
The appointment is made under Common Tenure and is subject to
a satisfactory Enhanced Disclosure from the DBS.
There are six weeks holiday per annum plus Bank Holidays (or
time in lieu) and a full day off each week.
Participation in annual Ministerial Development Review and in-
service training is required and an annual retreat is strongly
encouraged.
Is God calling you to this post?
To arrange a visit or conversation, contact:
Archdeacon of Bradford, Ven. Dr Andy Jolley E-mail:(andy.
jolley@leeds.anglican.org, Tel: 01274 405720; 07973 458403).
To apply for this post please go to the Church of England
Pathways website.
There will be an opportunity to visit the Benefice on 3rd May 2023
with Interviews to be held on 4th May 2023. This will be followed by
a further meeting with the Diocesan Bishop prior to a final offer of
the post. An enhanced DBS will be required.

What we have to offer you



THE DIOCESE of Leeds was formed at Easter 2014. It is one of the largest
dioceses in the country covering an area of around 2425 square miles and a
popula�on of around 2642400 people. The diocese comprises five Episcopal
areas, each served by a suffragan Bishop. Each Episcopal Area is coterminous
with an Archdeaconry.

The Diocesan Vision is ‘confident Chris�ans, growing churches, transforming
communi�es and so helping share the Good News of Jesus Christ across our
Diocese’. This Vision is embedded into the Diocesan Strategy and Goals.

The Diocese is a mix of urban and rural. The area includes the major ci�es of
Bradford, Leeds and Wakefield; the large industrial and post-industrial towns
of Halifax, Huddersfield, Keighley and Dewsbury; the market towns of
Harrogate, Skipton, Ripon, Richmond and Wetherby; and the deeply rural
area of the Yorkshire Dales.

The Diocese in unique in having three cathedrals; Bradford, Ripon and
Wakefield. The Deans of the Cathedrals work together to provide key
diocesan services


