
Welcome to  
The Parish Profiles of 

St Peter’s Church Birkdale 
“Sharing the love of Jesus in word and deed” 

and 

St James’ Church Birkdale 
“A Place to Belong” 



We welcome you to the Parish Profile for  
St Peter and St James …  

  

Introduction 
We are two parishes that adjoin each other in the village of Birkdale, 
Southport, with a common history that goes back over 150 years in the North 
Meols Deanery. Both serve the people of their parishes and beyond, 
worshipping God and reaching out to spread His gospel. 

The Deanery plan is for 2 posts in Birkdale – an incumbent at St James’ who will 
also be Priest in Charge at St Peter’s and an incumbent at St John’s, also in 
Birkdale.  We are at a unique point of transition in Birkdale that will be both 
challenging and rewarding and believe that to continue to build links with St 
John’s would be to the benefit of Birkdale and the region.  To this end we have 
recently formed a group represented initially by two members from each of St 
Peter’s, St James’ and St John’s.  The aim is to provide support, keep each 
other informed and to be a forum to develop ideas and actions for the future.  
This group meets every month / two months which we firmly believe that will 
be of great benefit to the new incumbents. 

Over recent years, the parishes of St Peter and St James have shared an 
incumbent until his retirement in 2021. With St John's, Birkdale we have 
worked together to learn about a larger single parish and the diocesan 
initiative, Fit For Mission (FFM).  Our collective choice now, is to reflect 
prayerfully and consider God's plan going forward. We are mindful of being 
able to grow and develop our respective vision and mission. 

St Peter's and St James’ have shared weekly bible study/home groups, an 
Alpha course, a monthly Sunday evening fellowship and a joint Mothers' Union 
group, as well as supporting each other in prayer and working collaboratively. 
The parishes have evolved in their own ways over the years and the remainder 
of this document serves as an illustration. 
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We are looking for someone with strengths in “Missional Pastoral Service” and 
“Young Family Support”, with an expectation to 

• be respectful of the current congregations  
• be compassionate to the pastoral needs of the lonely 
• nurture the seed of the young families     
• Adopt the following 

• growing the congregations 
• joining with St John’s, so the three churches are in harmony to serve 

Birkdale together 
• challenging poverty   

Clergy welfare is paramount in our thinking and we are committed to ensuring 
that our incumbent would take their days off each week and to fully utilise 
their annual leave entitlement. Also opportunities for training, study and 
retreat will be encouraged. We believe strongly that this will be of mutual 
benefit to all. 

We pray that the following profile will guide and encourage you to be part of 
the next chapter for Birkdale as we continue to mould the future for the 
Birkdale 3 and our collective call “… to go and make disciples …” 

www.stpetersbirkdale.co.uk 

www.stjamesbirkdale.co.uk  

3

http://www.stpetersbirkdale.co.uk
http://www.stjamesbirkdale.co.uk


The person we are looking for 
In talking and meeting prayerfully together, representatives from the two churches 
have put forward the following, to try to create a sense of the person who will come 
to be our new minister.  

• Be welcoming to people from all walks of life, and diversities, who come into St 
Peter’s and St James’; who can listen and hear what others have to say with an 
open ear and can discuss in the love of God; as expressed in Micah Chapter 6, 
verse 8 :  “Do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with God.” 

• Inspire each age group within the congregations of St Peter’s and St James’ to 
nurture each other in our collective spiritual growth, as together we continue to 
develop positive working relationships and reach out to the parishes and beyond. 

• In collaboration with the Incumbent to be appointed at St John’s, Birkdale, 
cultivate the good works begun during this joint interregnum, in equal 
strength for the benefit of our Parishioners and our neighbours in Birkdale. 

• Be a prayerful priest who has a passion for the word of God. Someone who 
would provide excellent interpretation of the Bible for strong Christian teaching 
and our increased spiritual communion with God. Someone who can speak about 
Jesus and appreciate and practise different forms of worship; lead and encourage 
further evangelism through imaginative ways. 

• To reach young families and all others “where they are” within our community, 
to continue the work already begun and to further develop flourishing, supportive, 
regular fellowship opportunities, beyond our church buildings. To encourage our 
active personal invitation to events and services that appeal to their spiritual and 
emotional needs within their busy demanding family lifestyle. To meet people of 
all ages at their place of need in their faith journey. To actively support ways of 
bringing the living gospel to people who are already in the Church. 

• To ensure appropriate spiritual provision for the elderly, those in care homes 
and anyone who is housebound whatever their age or circumstances. 

• To distinguish and encourage the many God given gifts and talents that 
already exist in our congregations to be more effective disciples thereby 
furthering the potential for the advancement of a vibrant, active and attractive 
Church within Birkdale. 

  

…is this you?  
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The combined Parishes of St Peter and St James, Birkdale 
Birkdale is situated 15 miles north of Liverpool and from the map of the Parish 
boundaries below the village of Birkdale is central to both Parishes. The village has a 
thriving community with a continental flavour, with several wine bars, excellent 
restaurants and a wide range of independent retailers. 

The population of both parishes is circa 12k, with approximately 6k in each parish. 

Birkdale is a suburban area of mainly Victorian properties. The combined parishes 
serve areas of large detached houses, semi detached and terraced family homes.   

The combined parishes are home to two schools, a primary school, Birkdale Primary 
and secondary school Greenbank Girls High School within a short distance of the 
churches. 

The parishes are in an attractive area in which to live with easy access to a wide range 
of shops, schools, cafes, post office, a library hub and community facilities. The area 
is serviced with good public transport, with easily accessible rail links to both 
Liverpool and Manchester.  

…for further information on the area please refer to the following link  

https://www.visitsouthport.com/ 
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St James’ Birkdale

    St James’ Birkdale 
    “A place to belong” 
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Founded in the Victorian era,  
now living out God’s work 

in the modern world  
of the 21st Century

At our recent Jubilee event 
we asked members of the church 
to describe, in no more than 10 

words, why they come  
to St James’… 

this “word cloud”  
is the result



St James’ Birkdale
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 The church building is situated 
at the south end of the Deanery 
of North Meols, Southport, 
currently offering a conservative 
evangelical style of worship to a 
Sunday congregation in the 
region of 80.

It was built between 1856 and 
1857, and later extended. The 
church is recorded in the 
National Heritage List for 
England as a designated Grade II 
listed building and has 
benefitted from an ongoing 
programme of repair and 
maintenance.

In 2003 the church was reordered transforming the interior of the building with 
the creation of a welcome area incorporating a servery and toilets, this area being 
used on a regular basis for meetings and socials. In addition, the chancel and nave 
were reconfigured by replacing some of the pews with chairs which provides 
flexibility at the front of church.

The church building is in good repair and is overseen by an experienced fabric team. 
In the last 5 to 7 years the 
church spire and North 
Transept have been fully 
renovated including the 
replacement of a high level 
dormer window at a cost in 
the region of £500k.  
There are further plans to 
replace / repair the  
remaining dormer windows in 
conjunction with the regular 
works to keep the condition 
of the building to a high 
standard. 

St James was founded in 1857, an 
integral part of the development of a 
new, planned suburb of Southport and 
we give thanks for the vision and 
commitment of those who have gone 
before us.



St James’ Birkdale

Birkdale attracts retired and 
recently retired people and 
this has been reflected in our 
congregation over the years 
and remains the core. We are 
continually seeking fresh 
ways to connect with our 
community and make 
ourselves and the vital 
message of God’s unchanging 
love and forgiveness 
accessible and available to all. 
An example has been the recent Zoom sessions during Covid lockdown which has 
liberated many to openly express their God given gifts that otherwise were hidden. 
Following the resumption of services in church, the 10.30 am Sunday services are 
usually live streamed to enable those who cannot attend to stay connected to our 
worshipping community.  

We hold the bible central to all that we do, driven 
by strong Biblical teaching emanating from our 
weekly Gospel led reflections that challenge and 
inspire us to learn more about what it means to be 
disciples of Jesus in our community. We strive to 
help people find God and grow in their relationship 
with Him, serving our community with the gifts 
God has given us. 

In July 2021 we were joined by a curate who has 
been a valued addition to our team, bringing 
youthful drive and enthusiasm from the start of 
our interregnum. 

We also have a retired minister and 3 readers 
emeriti, who help with services.  There are a 
number of people who preach and lead services and 
several members of the congregation taking part in 

other ways. The parish office is situated at the back of church and is open 3 mornings 
a week. The office provides all the administrative requirements for the running of the 
church.  

The Vicarage within the church grounds was built in 1983. This provides good family 
accommodation, with 2 reception rooms, 4 bedrooms and study, complimented with a 
large lawned area and integral garage. 
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Some of the Southport inter-church walking group

Church, Vicarage, Hall  
and a rare sight - the sea



St James’ Birkdale

We believe that these foundational priorities embrace the diocesan initiative FFM in 
that we wish to work towards being one church in Birkdale, to glorify God in our 
worship and make His love and grace known to those in our community. We wish to see 
others come to faith and walk with us in the journey of discipleship. 

We acknowledge that this will involve commitment on the part of each of the church 
congregations and a willingness to work 
together, building a church that is inclusive 
to all ages as God calls us to mission among 
the people of Birkdale and the wider 
community as witnesses to Jesus Christ 
through both evangelism and social witness. 
We challenge the values of the world in 
which we live with the values of God’s 
kingdom, seeking to lead men, women and 
children to faith and discipleship… how do 
we achieve this?   
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Our Vision

The PCC believe that at St James’, God is calling us to grow younger, join together 
and challenge poverty 
Grow Younger  

We want to see younger people in Birkdale discover Jesus and find a home in St 
James’ 

Join Together  
We want to join with St Peter’s and St John’s to serve Birkdale together 

Challenge Poverty  
We want to love our community by partnering with local people, groups, 
businesses and organisations to help every person in Birkdale flourish and enjoy 
life in all its fullness

If our vision is to be relevant to our 
community, and to be more so in the future, 
we need to follow our foundational priorities 
and values, namely:  

• Warmer through fellowship 
• Deeper through discipleship 
• Stronger through worship 
• Broader through ministry 
• Larger through evangelism 
• God gets the glory for it all



St James’ Birkdale

During the interregnum the Standing Committee, PCC and church members have felt 
focused and empowered through prayer to seek God’s direction for His church, 
Birkdale and beyond. 

Recent PCC meetings, facilitated by our curate, have majored on a vision of how we 
can make God relevant to all. We are a church, where the majority would openly 
embrace change, recognising that change is needed. 

On a recent PCC away day we explored where we are on our journey and where we 
think God is calling us to be present and active.  From the meeting we highlighted this 
could be more evident within our village cafés, pubs, care homes and supporting our 
young families and local charitable organisations.  

There followed a discussion on how we make this happen, with many exciting ideas 
forthcoming. 

How we do this will be discussed in our forthcoming PCC meetings.  We are confident 
that through prayerful faith our Lord Jesus Christ will provide the energy for this 
church to move forward with a deliverable vision, we collectively believe that these 
are exciting times for Birkdale.  

PCC away day - to our church hall !! 
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St James’ Birkdale

How we see ourselves (SWOT) 
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Strengths 
People who are actively following 
Jesus 
General acceptance that change is 
necessary 
Pastoral network 
Organised church 
Varying styles of music 
• Organ 
• Music Group 
• AV facility 
Supportive and generous 
congregation 
Strong finances that support day 
to day running costs, mission and 
fabric  
Embracing the Diocesan Parish 
Giving Scheme initiative

Opportunities 
God is working in Birkdale 
Birkdale (particularly younger 
generations) is virtually untouched 
by the churches 
Opportunity to invest large 
amounts of money to try and 
turnaround the gradual decline

Weaknesses 
Ageing and (slowly) declining 
congregation and not as active 
Most activities/services/groups 
are for the congregation (not 
those who do not come) 
Lack of joint and specific vision 
and strategy 
Comfortable 

Threats 
Beginning from a standing start is 
risky and takes immense amounts 
of time, effort and energy for 
very little movement 
People don’t like change (however 
much they tell you they do) 
We wait too long

Although people are 
uncomfortable with change 
we recognise the need, and 
welcome new opportunities 

and direction



St James’ Birkdale

Reflecting on this, throughout the past year a mission team has been meeting to 
explore the opportunities within Birkdale through a two pronged vision of, “proactive 
pastoral care” complemented by “social activities with faith”. The team has met with a 
number of groups who are already doing great work in their local communities. The 
team has been both enthused and humbled by these meetings which have given the 
church a firm foundation of inspiring ideas that will form a springboard to move 
forward within Birkdale with a sense of excitement and expectation. 
Recent “ideas” have manifested in a successful “Jubilee Celebration”.  In addition this 
autumn we have launched a regular Games Evening and arranged events over the 
Harvest weekend.  More events are in the pipe-line, each structured to be welcoming 
to all and enable church members to feel relaxed and able to invite their friends and 
neighbours. 

In addition, we are excited by the launch of the “Family Space Birkdale” a new 
venture working alongside a local charity, Compassion Acts. An after-school provision 
for children in Years 5-7 running each Thursday afternoon.  Started in November, 
families and children are provided with snacks and a hot meal each week along with 
different activities for the children (and parents) to enjoy. Though still in its infancy, 
we see this as a wonderful opportunity to serve families in our local community and 
provide support around life skills such as budgeting, overall wellbeing and early 
intervention for those who may be struggling in the current cost of living crisis.  
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Our principle for mission is finding out what God is doing in the area and joining in 
with it, seeing the need and responding to it, caring for the community beyond the 
church walls and for us to reach out to others.

Mission

Financially the PCC is committed to give to 
external charities no less than 10% of the 
planned giving it receives from church members. 
This is overseen by a Mission Support group 
which focused in 2022 on 5 main charities: 

• Latin Link 
• Dr Nicci Maxwell and her placement with 

Church Mission Society in Kisoro, Uganda 
for her work in paediatric and neonatal 
care at the medical centre at Potter’s 
Village 

• Church Pastoral Aid Society (CPAS) 
• Tearfund  
• Southport and Area Schools Worker Trust.

In addition we support: 
• Various local charities, 

supported through donations 
made at Harvest, Christmas and 
throughout the year. 

• Various one-off retiring 
collections - eg  recently 
Liverpool University Christian 
Union - and in response to 
disaster appeals 

• Samaritan’s Purse, ‘Operation 
Christmas Child’  



St James’ Birkdale

Through payment of our Parish Share we also make a contribution to the cost of 
mission and ministry in the many deprived areas which exist in the Liverpool Diocese. 

About our Church Worship and Discipleship 

For further details on services please refer to the link below that will direct you to 
the Services page on our website 

https://www.stjamesbirkdale.co.uk/meetings.htm 
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We have a well used church hall that has recently been refurbished with an Audio 
Visual set up in one of the rooms and provides an ideal enabler to engage with a 
number of local organisations including 

• Uniformed Organisations 
• University of the 3rd Age (U3A)  
• Health & Wellbeing

• Flower club 
• Movie makers 
• Local “ensemble” group

Sunday 
8.30am  Holy Communion (BCP) 

10.30am  1st Sunday: Morning Prayer 
   2nd Sunday: Holy Communion 
   3rd Sunday: Family Service 
   4th Sunday: Morning Prayer 
   5th Sunday: Joint Birkdale churches 

7.00pm  Sunday@Seven - 1st Sunday of the  
   month only 

Refreshments are served after 
the 10.30 services, either in 
church or the memorial hall

Monday Evening 
5.30pm Parish Prayers (Northumbria Community)

https://www.stjamesbirkdale.co.uk/meetings.htm


St James’ Birkdale

Prayer, Fellowship and Discipleship 
Please see below list of our current activities, further details can be found on our 
website which is under development  
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Parish Prayers 
a small group meets every 

Monday evening at 5.30 p.m.

Uniformed Organisations 
Guiding and Scouting groups for children 
from 5 -16 in the church memorial hall

Home Groups 
in the region of 60 to 70 attendees,  

reflective of around 80% 
of the congregation

Little Treasures 
Post Covid there is a wish to 

start this up again

Gentlemen Out At Lunch 
(G.O.A.L.)

Ladies who Lunch

Mothers’ Union
Inter-church 
Walking Group

Afternoon Tea 
for those who live alone

Lunches 
held 3 or 4 times a year after 

church services

All Souls’ Service

Concerts in the Church

Singing in the nursing 
homes

Joining with other 
Birkdale churches to sing 

carols in the village

“Together”  
a combined church magazine with  
St Peter’s, published bi- monthly  

to the Birkdale community

Games Night 
a pilot started in September  

and is expected to run monthly

We pray for creativity, energy and enthusiasm in all of us, 
as together we seek to respond to God’s commission to 

“go and make disciples of all nations”

In closing …



St Peter’s Birkdale

St Peter’s Parish Profile 

St Peter’s Church is in St Peter’s Road, Birkdale, Southport, Merseyside, PR8 4BY. It is an 
active Anglican parish church at the heart of Birkdale Village and is part of the North Meols 
Deanery in the Liverpool Diocese in the Church of England. It is built in the Gothic Revival 
style; starting in 1870, and additions were made in 1886–87 and in 1907. It is recorded in the 
National Heritage List for England as a designated Grade II listed building.  

St Peter’s Church, Birkdale 

The nearby town of Southport was historically built as a seaside resort and remains an 
attractive town to visit for all ages. Please GOOGLE to see the amazing attractions on offer. 
There is even the nationally known lawnmower museum nearby!  

Famous personalities from the area include: television actor, comedian and presenter Lee 
Mack, Actress Miranda Richardson, Actor Samuel Roukin, Singer-Songwriter Mark Almond, 
Novelist David Mitchell, Mathematician E.T. Whittaker (1873-1956), Historian Alan John 
Percival Taylor (1906-1990), Actress Jennifer Kendal (1933-1984), Physicist Keith Runcorn 
(1922-1995), and Ginger McCain who trained the famous horse, Red Rum, three-times winner 
of the Grand National.  

The population of Birkdale civic ward has a significant population aged under 18 years. The 
main population is older than the averages for Sefton and England with both men and women 
in Birkdale living longer. This age profile is reflected in the life of the church with general 
membership being older.  
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St Peter’s Birkdale

Our Vision for St Peter’s Church and Birkdale  

For St Peter’s, Vision means having an aim of working together towards the united goal of 
sharing God’s Love in a needy world.  

We believe that Our Vision should directly affect others, should be focussed on people who 
need the message of the gospel, to show them that we have a gift they need to consider 
receiving, that is, Jesus.  

Our aim is to continue to be an open and welcoming community that is accepting of anyone 
who comes through our doors, but also actively sharing our faith with people who would not 
normally consider the Church to be relevant to them. Our aim is to reach out locally and 
further afield.  

When we reflect on our mission there are many things that we are currently doing. However, 
we are very aware that we need as much help as possible to support, extend, guide and 
encourage us in ways that will allow us to grow and develop.  

The local age profile is reflected in the life of the church with general membership being 
older. However, there is now a small number of young families who attend weekly and this 
number increases at family services. Many come from the Footprints toddler group held 
during the week. 
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St Peter’s Birkdale

We want to…  

➢ Support, encourage and multiply our Visiting Programme to people in the Parish;  

➢ Increase the support for our work with Children and Families, i.e. Footprints and Little 
Steps; and eventually youth work;  

➢ Work with other local Churches in running Alpha courses.  

In order to achieve the above, we need more volunteers from the congregation and slowly 
that is happening. 

Having no pews is a great benefit to our flexibility!   
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St Peter’s Birkdale

More about St Peter’s  

We appreciate how important it is to give our new minister a realistic picture of what we are 
like as a church and not raise expectations or mislead in any way. St Peter’s views itself as 
having the primary purpose for everyone who lives within its boundary.  

All visitors coming into our Church are assured of a friendly welcome and extra care is taken 
to ensure children or people with additional needs are included.  

We are cautious at apportioning a label to ourselves – but when hearing of the lived 
experiences of people who attend this church either regularly or occasionally, our 
fundamental purpose is to be inclusive. A particular feature, which many visitors comment 
on is the genuine respect and support between the generations. Children and families are 
encouraged and stimulating cross-generational conversations take place.  

As a ‘broad-church’ parish in terms of tradition it enables us to welcome people from a 
number of church backgrounds. This helps to enrich the experience for us all.  

By observing the church’s liturgical year and usually the lectionary, in an understandable and 
reverent way it gives both congregation and those on the service leading rota an anchor and 
a consistency that is valued.  

St Peter’s normally celebrates Holy Communion each Sunday. On a regular basis the service 
format includes café style, children’s services and messy church/creative activities for adults 
and children alike. Recently St Peter’s has hosted an Evensong Series, led by two of our 
regular supporting clergy, which is open to all. 

Music choices vary and the congregation continues to be open to trying new songs, there is 
always a mix providing a balance that we hold important. Sermons are aimed at sparking 
intellectual curiosity, deeper discipleship, and a more compassionate community. Political 
and global issues are not excluded.  

Our teaching moments include:  
➢ Weekly bible study;  
➢ Reflections for Lent and Advent;  
➢ A prayer chain WhatsApp group.  

Attendances average between 30   
and 60 on a Sunday and between 
60 and 100 for larger occasions.  
For example, at Christmas time, 
prior to the pandemic, over 150 
people attended our Christingle 
Service (pictured here) from near 
and far. It is such a special 
service and relevant literature is 
always shared as well as the 
Christingles.         

18



St Peter’s Birkdale

Our challenges remain around leadership and empowering lay people to take on roles within 
the church. Many of those who are active have multiple responsibilities. In the interregnum, 
we have been blessed with the on-going support of our non-stipendiary minister, together 
with other retired ministers. This team has enriched and enlivened our Church Community.  

A member of the congregation recently said:  

“on coming into St Peter’s there is a sense of calm and thoughtfulness. You can feel the 
acceptance. The prayerfulness and thoughts are for those within and always for those 
without, both near and far. The sermons give me something to think about and try to 
bring into my own life …..and hopefully, perhaps the lives of others”.  

At the side of the Church is a Quiet Garden which is normally open in daylight hours.  

“I was able to find some peace in this garden after losing my husband after his long illness”  

Linking with the community  

It is our belief that the love of Jesus is presented to our neighbourhood here in Birkdale 
through our witness and example. Every interaction is an opportunity to challenge the often 
negative pre-conceptions about Church and the Christian faith that people have.  

Our Church exists and evolves for the good of the people outside its walls as well as in. It is 
not an ancient artifact only to be protected from outside damage, although we do this well.  

We are working collaboratively with St James’ and St John’s to facilitate some excellent 
social events, to share what we have for the benefit of all in Birkdale.  Both the events 
illustrated below bring people into the Church from the wider community.  
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St Peter’s Birkdale

Church Open Day and Saxophone Concert  

Footprints playgroup, which uses the whole church and Parish Centre, is a vibrant way of 
connecting with parents in our local community and is well supported with on average of 
25-30 families attending each week. Goody bags with scriptural/seasonal materials are 
distributed and the invitation is made to family services at St Peter’s.  

Footprints Playgroup  
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St Peter’s Birkdale

In 2019 a ‘spin-off’ Dads’ playgroup and other associated support was launched by a 
parishioner under the title Identity Dads. Since then, this group (except during the 
pandemic), has met monthly on a Saturday morning; grandads also attend.  

Church members are further involved with the community through its work with Compassion 
Acts. Southport Foodbank, debt and welfare advice are available in the Parish Centre every 
Tuesday facilitated by volunteers in the church.  

The living Lord is the anchor for everything we do – however we recognise that everyone is at 
a different point in the faith journey and are often completely without a church background, 
or an understanding of religious language or practice. That is why extra care is taken to find 
an accessible way to share our faith.  

The Parish Centre is used every day for spiritual and secular activities, and we have a gradual 
refurbishment plan as funds permit. Our belief is that the word of God can be spread at the 
most unexpected times, for example a chance conversation in the Quiet Garden, or whilst 
washing up in the kitchen in the Parish Centre! 

Looking after the Church  

There is a group of people within the Church comprising the Fabric Group; there is a range of 
expertise that works in collaboration. There are restricted funds (£8,000) in the bank 
account to assist in case of sudden unexpected fabric requirements. The Church Buildings are 
currently ‘fit for purpose’. Our Parish Administrator is in the office for two mornings a week, 
looking after a variety of matters.  

We continue to seek people from our Church family to take up the position of Warden.  
However since our previous wardens retired in July 2021, we have an active and effective  
Standing Committee and a proactive PCC who meet monthly and achieve what is required  
for the running of our Church and its mission. Our Treasurer and Bookkeeper work to keep 
our financial situation viable, pay the Parish Share and manage the Parish Giving Scheme, 
and other financial matters of income and expenditure.  

We have robust Safeguarding and an active Health and Safety Officer.  

New possibilities to extend the mission: work with us to guide, inspire 
and energise in God’s love  

We recognise that the mission-related activities in which we are involved can all be 
developed and extended. We look forward to welcoming a new incumbent who can take us 
forward in the forthcoming years, with faith, energy and vision.  

Co-operative work with St James’ has been in action for a few years, and we enjoy an open 
and honest relationship that has been beneficial to all. More recently we have forged 
positive links with St John’s that we know will develop.  

We are always open to exploring new mission-related activities which are possible within the 
church and its Parish Centre as this is a flexible space.  
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St Peter’s Birkdale

Welcoming in and Reaching out to share the Word of Jesus: In Summary  

Our aim is that St Peter’s mission can be seen in its actions, here is an overview:  

➢ To welcome people from all walks of life, to collectively praise and worship God in all 
its church services.  

➢ By continuing to have a way of prayer in all activities to bring God into our thinking and 
actions: praying for those in our local and wider communities.  

➢ Continual building on the work for children and their carers (Footprints and Little 
Steps); Identity Dads - to bring together male carers with their young children.  

➢ The reaching out to the congregation when they are in need and sickness by visiting, 
giving Communion, using a phone buddy system, whilst holding them in prayer, plus 
addressing their practical needs.  

➢ Maintaining a quality workable environment in our parish centre for groups to meet 
from the community, namely Alcoholics Anonymous, U3A, babies and their carers. 
Whilst these are not faith groups as such, there are people who come to worship in the 
Church as a result of these groups.  

➢ Having a Quiet Garden which is open to the community for reflective time and prayer.  

➢ By facilitating occasional Reflections on God’s Word which are open to the Community 
at large.  

➢ By holding prayer groups and Bible Study Groups.  

➢ By facilitating the work of Compassion Acts, which includes the Southport Foodbank, 
Debt and Welfare Advice, on a weekly basis.  

➢ Through holding Mothers’ Union meetings which are shared with St James’.  

➢ By holding baptisms, weddings, and funerals: with supportive preparation and 
maintaining contact after these life events.  

➢ By sending resources to support those in societies fighting for freedom, namely 
Ukraine.  

➢ By being vigilant to see where our mission can be extended, whilst being mindful of our 
own limitations.  

We are looking forward to welcoming our new incumbent; we need and seek prayerful help 
and guidance in developing our vision and mission in the forthcoming years.  
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St Peter’s Birkdale

A final collection of pictures includes the adjoining Parish Centre; the Southport 
Foodbank was based here during the pandemic and food was delivered from this base. 
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