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Bishop’s Letter of Introduction 
Benefice Profile for the Street Parishes 

2023 
 
Thank you for your interest in the post of Interim House for Duty Priest in Charge of the 
Street Parishes in the Deanery of Southern Ryedale.  We are at a critical time in the life of this 
Diocese and if appointed you will be leading this Benefice through a period of significant 
change along with other ministers, the churchwardens and PCCs as both the Deanery and the 
Diocese seek with the help of the Holy Spirit to realise the Diocesan Vision of Living Christ’s 
Story and embed the Deanery Plan. 
The Diocese is going through a time of change as we explore Living Christ’s Story expressed in 
four strategic goals: 
• Becoming more like Christ as we live his Story today. 
• Reaching those we currently do not, particularly through our Multiply and Mustard 
Seed projects. 
• Growing churches of missionary disciples who are younger and more diverse. 
• Transforming our finances and structures so that we can support a presence in all our 
neighbourhoods and networks of the Diocese. 
 
The challenge is to realise this vision and its strategic goals in the life of the parishes of this 
Benefice as well as to take up the particular opportunities for mission which this Benefice 
affords. As is clear from this Benefice Profile, these parishes wish to be generous and 
hospitable communities growing in faith, fellowship and lay ministry who seek a priest to help 
them embrace the Deanery Plan which includes working towards amalgamation with the 
neighbouring Howardian Benefice. They seek someone who is people focussed, collaborative 
and open to lay ministry, administratively competent but as a team player, who cherishes 
their historic estate and will work with others in the Deanery. Festivals, life events, ministry in 
the schools and music are particular areas for engagement with local people all within a 
context where the challenges of life in a very rural areas such as poverty, isolation and 
loneliness are present, if often hidden. 
What makes this an exciting and attractive role is the support of the parishioners who 
recognise the need for change and want to serve with their priest to realise this. 
The details of the appointment are contained in this Profile.  May the Spirit guide you as 
prayerfully you consider whether to apply for this role. 
 

+John Selby 
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Introduction 
 
Ryedale is one of the largest districts in North Yorkshire, consisting of the market towns of 
Malton and Norton, Pickering, Kirkbymoorside and Helmsley, all spread across the ancient, 
low-lying Vale of Pickering. It is largely rural, with scattered villages on the sites of prehistoric 
and medieval settlements and Roman roads. It is bounded by the Howardian Hills, an area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty as wells as the North York Moors National Park. To the north-
east are the popular seaside resorts of Scarborough and Whitby.  
 
The Street Benefice lies to the west of Malton, along the B1257. There is a bus service 
connecting the villages to this lively market town, now known as the ‘Food capital’ of the 
region. Malton has both a train and bus station with regular services to York as well as to the 
coast. 

 

The Street Benefice vision 

We are a group of parishes continuing a long and strong tradition of Christian presence in 
this beautiful part of North Yorkshire 

We want to grow in faith, fellowship and lay ministry  

The things that are important to us are our presence in, involvement with, and support of 
our local communities and visitors 

We want you to help us navigate future change, as we embrace our Deanery Plan and 
amalgamate with the Howardian Benefice 

    

A Street Benefice service – offering a warm welcome to all 

There has been a vacancy for two years, but we have been wonderfully supported by several 
retired priests.  Our lay ministry has also been truly inspirational and we have 15 Eucharist 
Ministers.  We have created a manageable rota which gives each church a chance to host 
services as well as other events. 
 



 5 

All about you… 
 
We are seeking a House-for-Duty priest to walk with us on our journey of faith. 
 
We are looking for someone who 

 enjoys visiting, meeting, visiting and talking to people of all generations and beliefs 

 enjoys taking services but also welcomes lay involvement  

 is willing to share the administrative load with PCCs and churchwardens 

 values the potential of historic church buildings and wants to help us care for them 
for future generations 

 embraces opportunities for change, and who will lead and guide us through future 
plans for our Benefice, which will involve working alongside our friends in the 
Howardian and Harton Benefices 

 

Our present ministry and worship traditions 
 
The Street Benefice consists of four parishes composed of nine settlements and seven 
churches. Each parish has its own PCC, but Benefice planning is overseen by our 
Churchwardens’ Group.  
 
We communicate largely through our Benefice website, village newsletters, noticeboards 
and by word of mouth. 
 

    
 

The Street Benefice located on the B1257 and our website 

 
 
Our worship tradition is broad and varied, but we also offer Matins, Evening Prayer, Iona and 
Taize services. We have an authorised lay minister (Daphne Rose) and many lay members 
who play an active part in worship, from leading services to assisting at communion, by 
offering prayers, readings and reflections, as well as organising seasonal Bible and prayer 
studies during Advent and Lent.  Festivals, such as Christmas, Easter, Harvest and 
Remembrance provide an important opportunity for ecumenical connection.  
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Life events and Remembrance in Barton le Street church 

 
Life events are profoundly important to our worshipping and wider communities. We warmly 
welcome baptisms, thanksgivings for birth, weddings and blessings, funerals and memorial 
services, and value the connections these bring. 

 

   
 

                  Slingsby School and May Day celebrations; Amotherby school recruitment poster 

 
There are schools at Amotherby and Slingsby and although neither of these are C of E schools, 
both headteachers welcome church presence in school activities. Both schools use the 
churches for their end of term ceremonies. 
 
 
Opening the door. 
 
Our churches are kept open every day, offering places of welcome and quiet which are greatly 
valued by residents and visitors. Our churches are used for concerts, flower and Christmas 
Tree festivals, wedding dress displays, heritage and local history exhibitions and lectures. 
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Wedding dress festival in Slingsby, Ryedale Festival concert in Hovingham 
 
 

   
 
  Wednesday evening choir practice at All Saints’ Slingsby and Summer organ ‘crawl’ by Philip Moore 

 
Music is vitally important to the Street Benefice and we have a lively and growing Music 
Group who sing for Benefice and other services. It meets weekly and is led by Dr Philip Moore, 
formerly Organist and Master of the Music at York Minster, now Organist Emeritus. The Choir 
always sings an anthem during communion services and gives a strong lead in the hymns and 
other sung parts of the service.  The organs in the four main churches are well-maintained 
and the Organ in Hovingham has an Historic Organ Certificate granted by the British Institute 
of Organ Studies.  Philip undertakes an annual summer ‘organ crawl’ in three of our churches.  
This event is always well-supported and attracts a large crowd, many of whom do not attend 
our churches on a regular basis.   
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Safeguarding 
 
Wendy Wilson, a churchwarden at St Helen’s Amotherby, is our Safeguarding Officer. The 
Street Benefice is committed to promoting the Safeguarding Policy of the Church of England, 
so that all who participate in the life of our churches are assured of a safe environment in all 
the events that we promote.  The Benefice affirms the ‘Whole Church’ approach to 
safeguarding and seeks to protect those who are at risk of being abused.  We also take care 
to try to identify those who might present a risk to others, as well as taking steps to offer 
support in every way possible.  
 
Pattern of worship 
 
During the vacancy we have established a regular pattern of worship in all our churches, which 
enable them to have regular Eucharist and Benefice Services.  (See Appendix 1 for sample 
service schedules for March-May 2023).  
 
10.30am Eucharists are at Hovingham on the first Sunday in the month, Slingsby the second, 
Barton the third and Amotherby the fourth. Fifth Sundays are shared between Appleton (in 
the Summer only), Coneysthorpe, and Scackleton.  
 
Benefice Eucharists follow a similar pattern, with Month 1 at Hovingham, 2 at Slingsby, 3 at 
Barton and 4 at Amotherby. The Music Group supports these services and there are no other 
services scheduled at these times.  
 

                  
   
Each church also offers additional services, from lay led Morning and Evening Prayers to Taize 
and Iona services. There is a mid-week service on Wednesday mornings in Slingsby. A table 
listing numbers of baptisms, weddings and funerals at each church in 2022/3 is attached 
(Appendix 2). 
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Our needs 
 
The Street Benefice is changing.  
 
Although our congregations are incredibly generous, we do not raise enough from ‘Generous 
Giving’ to fund a full-time, stipendiary post. Like many rural worshipping communities, our 
congregations have a major proportion of retired people as well as some younger people who 
give as much as they can around working and family commitments.  We want to do more to 
reach families and children, drawing them into faith and worship and our vibrant church life.      
 
A new Deanery Plan, led by the Archdeacon, Area Dean, Lay Dean and a deanery priest, has 
been developed in response to the Diocesan initiative, Living Christ’s Story. It provides a 3-5 
year vision for us gradually to amalgamate with the Howardian Benefice, who have just 
appointed The Revd Douglas Robertson to a fixed-term part-time stipendiary post. Douglas 
has become a good and generous friend to us during our vacancy and we look forward to 
working with him and the Deanery Team to explore exactly how we, they and the 
neighbouring Harton Benefice are restructured in ways that work well for clergy, 
congregations and wider communities.  
 
We hope that our 3 year, Interim, House-for-Duty position will encourage someone interested 
in exploring a range of future options here, to meet us and help us take the next step in our 
journey of faith. We also hope the fact that our incumbent will be housed within one of the 
Howardian Benefice villages of Terrington will help with forging these links.  
 

  
 

Terrington Rectory and views from the village 

 
Terrington Rectory is located at the heart of Terrington Village, just over 4 miles south of 
Hovingham. The Rectory dates to the 1960s and has four bedrooms, kitchen and reception 
rooms, a large simple garden, single garage and ample parking.  

 

The needs of our communities 
 
Ryedale is a beautiful rural area and our villages look reasonably prosperous and thriving. We 
do, however, face the challenges of many rural communities and ministries. We are still very 
much a farming community, with the Hovingham and Castle Howard estates important 
influences on village life. Agriculture and rural tourism are key areas of employment in our 
villages and in Malton. However, increasing numbers of professionals now live in our 
communities, some of whom commute but many of whom now work from home.  
 



 10 

 
 
Malton Foodlovers’ festival 

 
Rural poverty, isolation and loneliness are identified local needs. During the pandemic, our 
churches found new ways of supporting people on their doorstep, caring for friends and 
neighbours, volunteering to be part of local support networks, and finding ways of helping 
people navigate personal illness and vulnerability, loneliness and isolation, even when our 
doors were locked. We want to continue to engage with and support our communities as we 
face the ongoing challenges of COVID – as well as new challenges such as the cost of living 
and care crises.  

 

Our churches 
 
Our wonderful churches each have their own extensive architectural and historic 
characteristics and we are fortunate in having those who understand the complexities of 
fund-raising applications and initiatives. 
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We would like our future incumbent to see our 
buildings as a blessing, not a burden, and help us to 
make the most of them as places of sites of solace and 
sanctuary and community cohesion, preserving their 
beauty and fabric but also opening them up to wider 
uses which meet our communities’ needs - as well as 
the Church of England’s carbon net zero ambitions.  
 
 

Amotherby and Appleton le Street  
 
The Parish includes the villages of Appleton-le-Street, Amotherby, Swinton and Broughton 
which lie along the B1257 as well as the hamlets of Swinton Grange, Hildenley and Easthorpe, 
totalling some 600 dwellings.  The villages are lively with many young families and are subtly 
different from the rest of the Street Benefice in being closer to Malton. They are home to 
some large distributing businesses as well as sports and music clubs. Amotherby has a popular 
primary school as well as a privately-run nursery, while Swinton has a playgroup.  Our 
communities are growing, with plans for a large number of affordable houses. 
 
The refurbished Parish Hall in Amotherby serves all four villages and is often used as a venue 
for church events. There is a popular Chinese restaurant and pub in Amotherby and pub in 
Swinton, which also has a convenience store.  Swinton has the very popular District Excelsior 
Brass Band who played at our Christmas carol concert.  
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       Amotherby Church and churchyard 

 
There are two churches in the Parish, All Saints’ Appleton le Street, a Grade I listed Anglo-
Saxon Church with later additions, and St Helen’s Church Amotherby, a Grade II listed building 
with a Norman heritage and with 18th and 19th century additions. The churches have a shared 
PCC.  St Helen’s is awaiting a programme of restoration and so far our community has raised 
half of the capital needed to begin work. 
 
 

   
 
Appleton church from the north and south  
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     Amotherby wedding flowers and Christmas carol concert 

 
All Saints’ Appleton closes in the winter months because of difficulties of access, but it holds 
regular worship during the warmer months. It is a very popular church as well as being on a 
site where Christian worship has been offered since at least the 12th Century.   
 

Barton le Street and Coneysthorpe  

 

Barton le Street 
 
Barton le Street is a compact village with approximately 70 dwellings and a population of 
about 170.  Residents are engaged in a wide variety of occupations.  Some are retired but 
still take an active part in village life.  During the early stages of the pandemic a WhatsApp 
site was introduced.  This bound the village together in a remarkable way and is still active.  
The village is well kept, with the graveyard and the Village Green especially well cared for.   
 

      
 
        Barton le Street exterior and interior 
 

St. Michael’s church is a Grade I listed building on the footprint of a much earlier church, with 
many of the Anglo-Saxon and Romanesque carvings incorporated in a major restoration of 
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1870-1 by Temple Moore in 1870-1.  Church life is lively and congregations have grown, with 
more worshippers from other Benefice churches attending our services regularly.  
 
There are several annual events that are especially well attended, not only by regular 
worshippers but also by the wider community including the Harvest Festival Service and 
Supper, the annual “Organ Crawl” and the Christmas Eve Crib Service. During Remembrance 
weekend, a poppy cascade made by members of the WI provided a particularly poignant and 
creative reminder of village history and memories.  
 

     
 

The Church Hall, Pantomime and Remembrance cascade 

 
The Village Hall (originally a school) belongs to the PCC but is run by a separate committee, 
providing a useful income stream and venue for PCC and Benefice Council meetings, as well 
as fundraising quiz nights, safari suppers, jumble sales, barbeques, harvest suppers, a 
Christmas market and a bi-annual pantomime as well as private events.  
 

Coneysthorpe 
 
Coneysthorpe is a village owned by the Castle Howard Estate and grouped around the Green, 
at the heart of which is our simple and elegant Georgian Chapel.  It is always open, welcoming 
visitors who come to walk the Centenary Way. Comments in the Visitors' Book prove that this 
is greatly appreciated and that it is regarded as a place of peace and a space for private prayer. 
Although our regular congregation is small, we are a popular Benefice worship venue and 
host both the annual early morning Easter “Communion on the Green” attracts between 16-
25 communicants (and their dogs!) and Lammas service, supported by the Music Group. 
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Coneysthorpe Chapel exterior and interior 

 

The village is a mix of a permanent residents and holiday cottages, including some families 
with children educated elsewhere. Castle Howard’s static caravan park is also on our doorstep 
and we have close links with the Castle Chapel and Chaplain, the incumbent of the Howardian 
Benefice. The village hall hosts church events such as the Lammas Teas, Harvest Suppers an 
annual Village Fete, but needs investment to upgrade its facilities. We too, would welcome 
an active priest to help us draw more people and our visitors, to engage with and support 
church life.  
 

    
 
        Village Fetes and fundraisers 

 

 

Slingsby, South Holme and Fryton 
 
All Saints’, Slingsby is located in a lively village in the middle of the Street Benefice. The parish 
has approximately 320 houses. Some residents work locally but we also have professionals 
who play an active part in village life, many well into retirement. There are two seasonally-
popular camping and caravan sites, a Sports and Social Club, village hall and pub. The primary 
school is flourishing, with 90 pupils currently enrolled.  
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            All Saints’ church and ‘Hard Hat Tours’ for the school during roof repairs 

 
All Saints’ Church is Grade II* listed building, rebuilt on the site of its medieval predecessor 
and next to a ruined castle and the village Sports Field. It is well cared for, with two recent 
HLF projects undertaking £500,000 of repairs to its tower and roof. These have been well 
supported by the local community and we are currently developing further plans for a 
kitchen, lavatory and a more sustainable heating system for the benefit of all who use the 
church. 
 

   
 

Activities including Caring for God’s Acre session and the annual ‘Big Leaf Clear’ 

 
All Saints’ Church has a lively PCC and an electoral roll of 37. We enjoy hosting major Benefice 
Festivals, such as Christmas and Easter. We also have a mid-week service as well as Iona and 
Taize services which are often led by the Benefice Music Group, who rehearse here weekly. 
We also work closely with our Methodist friends, sharing joint services at their chapel. 
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Wedding Dress festival preparations, Italian Night and Fundraising concert and the ‘All Saints and 
sinners’ team at the monthly Slingsby Sports and Social Club Quiz 

 
We are actively involved in other areas of village life, including the Sports and Social Club’s 
monthly quiz and annual Bonfire night, Village Hall Bacon Butty mornings, a Produce show, 
and a Local History group. 
 
Nevertheless, we face challenges and we have worked hard to raise funding for urgent fabric 
repairs. We want to ensure that our church becomes more sustainable for future generations 
and although we are fortunate to have local enthusiasm, energy and expertise to help us, we 
do not wish to exhaust it!  
 
We are looking for someone who will encourage and support lay involvement in church life, 
but perhaps most importantly, help us to keep a warm, welcome, open door to faith for all.  
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Hovingham and Scackleton 
 
Hovingham is a picturesque, well-cared-for estate village at the heart of which are All Saints’ 
and Hovingham Hall, home of the Worsley family, who play a major role in the church. 
 

      
  
               Hovingham church exterior and Worsley window by Helen Whittaker  

 

The village has a vibrant, living and working community of retired and working people, 
including many engaged with farming, forestry, local businesses and tourism, together with 
commuters who travel further afield. We have a popular bakery, a well-stocked village shop, 
a GP surgery, hotel and pub, school, hairdresser/café, village hall, playground, tennis club, 
cricket club, bowls club. The monthly Hovingham village market which has raised over 
£120,000 for village funds over the last ten years.  
 

   
 
The Church is an attractive Grade II* listed building of historical interest which was largely 
rebuilt around its Saxon Tower in 1860. It is in good condition and has recently had a new 
stained-glass window installed in memory of Sir Marcus and Lady Worsley. Music plays an 
important part in the church. The organ has recently been restored by Harrison and Harrison 
and there is an active group of church bell ringers.  
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                                                           Eyes down down for Hovingham Church Bingo night! 
 

There is a regular congregation and service pattern, including Eucharists, lay led Morning 
Praise and Family Services. As one of the larger churches in the Benefice we are a popular 
venue for festival services, when the congregation swells to fill the church. We are also a 
popular venue for the Ryedale Festival and other church and community events. We also have 
close links and shared services with the Hovingham Methodist Chapel.  
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Scackleton 
 
St George’s Scackleton is a chapel of ease for Hovingham  Like Coneysthorpe, Scackleton is a 
small gem of a building, built in 1910 to serve as a chapel of ease in Hovingham parish, with 
a joint PCC.  St. George’s has a loyal local community who raise funds and undertake spring 
cleans, churchyard maintenance and minor repairs.  
 

   
      

Scackleton church from the west and interior, during Crib Service 

 
The church is used for concerts, lectures, fund raising events, the Parish Council and the 
Village Action Group, which oversees much of the maintenance of the church and its 
surroundings.  
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Appendix 1 Pattern of Worship  
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Appendix 2 Statistics for baptisms, weddings and funerals 2022 
 

Church Baptisms Weddings Funerals Other 
Amotherby 
 

    

Appleton le 
Street 
 

    

Barton le 
Street 
 

1 1  1 Interment of Ashes 

Coneysthorpe 
 

    

Slingsby, South 
Holme, Fryton 
 

2 2 3 1 Thanksgiving for birth 
1 Wedding blessing 
1 Thanksgiving for life and 
committal of ashes 

Hovingham 
 

    

Scackleton 
 

1  2 1 Memorial Service 
1 Interment of Ashes 

 
 


