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PARISH PROFILE OF 
THE OCTAGON PARISH 

in the Diocese of Chichester 
 
 Proclaiming the Mystery of Faith 

In 2025 this diocese celebrates the 950th anniversary of witness and evangelisation 
from a mission base in Chichester, building on the earlier mission founded by St 
Wilfrid at Selsey. 
2025 also marks the 1700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea with its reminder 
of the formative claim upon us of the catholic creeds. 
These anniversaries are more than historical footnotes.  They speak powerfully 
about the richness of faith and mission that is our inheritance locally and 
universally. 
Inspired by that inheritance, we seek to be a household of faith that is endlessly 
curious about how the Holy Scriptures and the sacraments of the New Covenant 
enable us to know, love and follow Jesus Christ in today’s noisy and distracted 
world.   
If God is calling you to join us in the task of proclaiming the mystery of faith in some 
part of this diocese, we pray that the contribution of your gifts and experience will 
enrich our witness and deepen your own discipleship.  
 

+Martin 
	



	 2	

 
Our Mission 
 
To keep the love of Christ and his Church at the heart of our community and in 
so doing draw people of all ages into God's family. 
 
 
Summary 
 
The Octagon Parish is part of the Deanery of Westbourne in the Diocese of 
Chichester. Five former parishes were combined into a benefice in 2011 and is 
now well-established as a single parish. The parish comprises five parish 
churches and two chapels of ease with the eighth church (St Paul’s, Stansted) 
now closed for regular public worship and maintained by the Stansted Park 
Foundation. A rural parish, with a wealth of history from Saxon times to the 
present day, situated in the heart of the stunning South Downs, it is between 
Chichester and Petersfield and just over an hour from London by train to the 
latter. 
 

 
 
The Vicarage is situated in the village of Compton. It is a beautiful, listed, 
18th/19th century, four/five bedroomed house with gardens.  
 
This is a caring community with a willingness to help the parish meet the needs 
of its residents. The demographic profile is a broad mix of farming, young 
professionals with young families, self-employed and retired people and a small 
number of weekenders. Since the lockdowns of 2020-21 a greater proportion 
of residents have been working from home.  

Welcome to The Octagon 
A rural parish in the heart of the South Downs 
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The area covered by the Octagon Parish and its several villages is now 
commonly referred to as ‘The Octagon’.  A number of activities (not only church 
events) happen on an Octagon-wide basis. This is an area of ‘fuzzy edges’ 
where the distinction between church and community is not sharply demarcated 
and where church life is part of the wider life of the communities. 
 

The local school, Compton and Up Marden CE Primary School joined the 
Downland Village Schools Federation in the Spring of 2021 and received a 
‘Good’ rating in the SIAMS inspection a year later. After a difficult period in the 
school’s life (including the threat of closure which was vehemently resisted by 
the local community) the federation has given the school a new lease of life. Its 
presence in the community is becoming more significant and the numbers 
attending are increasing rapidly. The rector and other members of the parish 
lead an assembly for the pupils on Wednesdays either at the school or in St 
Mary’s Church, Compton and the rector is a well-known and valued figure within 
the school community, being a member of the school governors. 
 
The administration of the parish is managed by both efficient central 
administration and local voluntary support.  
 
 
 
Within the last ten years, two members of the parish have 
put themselves forward to be ordained with one person 
currently serving their curacy in Bosham. 
 
 
 
The finances of the parish are very well managed and in good shape, with both 
reserves and committed regular giving. That said, as with many similar 
parishes, finance is a concern going forward and fund-raising is an ongoing 
requirement and encourages engagement with the wider community. In past 
years, there have been a large parish fetes on alternate years raising funds for 
Stoughton or Racton churches.  Each local parish is encouraged to undertake 
smaller scale fundraising events to augment their finances.  These have 
included concerts, teas, plant sales, open gardens etc.  Two of our churches 
have active Friends trusts to assist with the expenses of the church buildings. 
 
All the churches are used for services and are in a good state of repair.  
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The prospective incumbent: 
 
We are praying for a rector, male or female, who: 

• has a strong sense of calling to rural village life and the broad community 
engagement that fruitful rural pastoral ministry involves. 

• is a spiritual leader who is proven to serve collaboratively and committed 
to the flourishing of lay ministry of all kinds in the parish. 

• is a warm and approachable pastor, who can listen, communicate, show 
compassion and empathise. 

• is a gifted teacher and preacher of the Bible who helps us connect the 
relevance of Scripture with our everyday lives. 

• is a leader who will help us develop a nurturing church where people of 
all ages and backgrounds feel able to belong and be discipled in the way 
of Christ. 

• is a priest who has the energy and flexibility to lead worship regularly in 
eight different churches and who will fruitfully grow the relationship with 
our Church school. 

• is someone who is confident with the use of various computer systems 
and IT generally.  

 
 
What we can offer the new incumbent: 

 
• The assistance of laity, including two authorised lay ministers. 
• Paid, professional administrative support along with that of committed 

two parish churchwardens and one parish treasurer. 
• One PCC, one set of accounts, one deanery representative. 
• Each church has its own ring-fenced funds managed by a local treasurer 

reporting to the PCC treasurer. 
• Each church with its own local committee reporting to the PCC and local 

volunteers. 
• The same order of service in use at all churches. 
• Protected part time working hours for the rector. 
• Appropriate financial support with travel and other authorised expenses. 
• An area of outstanding natural beauty in the South Downs National Park 

with eight beautiful historic places of worship. 
• A handsome, historic vicarage in the centre of Compton. 
• A rapidly improving Voluntary Controlled Church Primary School in 

Compton with an increasing number of families wishing their children to 
move on to Bishop Luffa CE School, an outstanding and over-subscribed 
comprehensive school in Chichester. 

• A small but committed and regular congregation. 
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The Geography of the Parish 
 
The Octagon lies in the heart of the 
South Downs National Park on the 
Western boundary of West Sussex, 8 
miles from the market town of 
Petersfield and 10 miles from the City 
of Chichester. The Octagon is spread 
over three main valleys serving the 
villages and hamlets of Compton, 
Stoughton, Walderton, Racton, the 
Mardens, Stansted and Forestside 
amongst other smaller communities, 
with a total population of around 
1100. However, the population swells 
in holiday times with cyclists and 
walkers many of whom stay in the local Bed and Breakfast accommodation. 
 
There are two schools (Compton and Up Marden CE School and Littlegreen 
Academy, a School for children with special educational needs) in Compton; 
pubs in Compton, West Marden, Walderton and Stoughton and shops at 
Compton and on the Stansted estate. Secondary school age children attend a 
variety of schools, including Bishop Luffa CE School in Chichester. 
 
A significant rural economy remains in the parish, with a number of working 
farms. However, many people commute out of the parish to work both in local 
towns and cities (e.g. Chichester and Portsmouth) or in London. Home working 
is increasingly significant and there are a number of small businesses including 
food producers and building contractors. 
 
There are a number of venues for sport and leisure in the parish, including a 
Cricket Club and tennis court in Compton. Community groups may make use 
of the school hall in Compton and parish / community rooms in Compton and 
Forestside. 
 
One of the principal routes through the parish is served by a regular, but 
infrequent, bus service between Chichester and Petersfield. London can be 
reached in 1.5 hours plus from several local train stations, either going into 
Victoria from Chichester or Waterloo from Petersfield or Havant.  South coast 
destinations can be reached by trains from Havant.  
 
The South Downs National Park is a popular destination for cyclists, who are 
a perennial presence on the roads of the parish. 
 
To celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee the Octagon Walks were 
established, using a number of footpaths which link each of the eight churches. 
These draw many ramblers to the parish and, as the British pilgrimage scene 
continues to develop and grow, there is the potential for these routes to 
become popular with pilgrims.  Towards the end of 2021 the rector blessed 
two groups of pilgrims who were walking with the British Pilgrimage Trust from 
St Mary’s Church, Stoughton to Chichester Cathedral. 
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The Community and Services 
 
The Octagon Parish was formed over ten years ago by bringing together under 
one PCC the five parishes (eight places of worship) with their own committed 
communities to form one parish. This could be developed further as there are 
still those who identify with their local church. 
 
The age profile of our regulars and volunteers is increasing, with the majority 
being retired.  We are keen to draw younger people and families into our 
worshipping community.  
 
Most members of the churchgoing community (electoral roll total of 127) prefer 
a traditional liturgy and dignified services with robed ministers. While the 
congregation is open-minded and willing to embrace within reason a diversity 
of worship styles, the most successful services (i.e. those that have been well 
attended) have been fairly traditional. Some prefer a modern text, while others 
prefer the use of the Book of Common Prayer and the King James Bible. We 
use both Common Worship and the Book of Common Prayer regularly. 
Examples of online worship produced during the pandemic can be viewed on 
our YouTube channel here. 
 

The main Sunday service is a 
Eucharist (Common Worship 
contemporary language) held in one 
or more of the larger churches in the 
parish, taking place at 10 am across 
the parish. These services are 
supplemented by services of the 
word which may be led by a lay 
minister. Once a month, an all-age 
service is held in Compton. 

 

In addition to the above, a 9:30 am Holy Communion service is held midweek, 
during school term time also at St Mary, Compton.  On the 5th Sunday of the 
month, there is a BCP Holy Communion Service at Racton. Prior to the 
interregnum there were two BCP evensongs a month during the summer 
months.  
 
The service pattern therefore was: 

1st Sunday 10:00 Eucharist at St Mary, Compton 
1st Sunday  10:00 Morning Worship at St Mary, Stoughton 
1st Wednesday  12:00 Service of the Word at St Paul’s Chapel, Stansted 
2nd Sunday  10:00 Eucharist at St Peter, East Marden 
2nd Sunday  17:30 Evensong at St Michael, Up Marden (summer)  
3rd Sunday  10:00 Eucharist at St Mary, Stoughton 
3rd Sunday  10:00 All Age Service at St Mary, Compton 
4th Sunday  10:00 Eucharist at Christchurch, Forestside  
4th Sunday  17:30 Evensong at St Peter, Up Marden (summer) 
5th Sunday  10:00 BCP Eucharist, St Peter, Racton  

 
Our current service pattern can be viewed on the Octagon Parish website.  
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Before the pandemic Messy Church sessions were run in the parish several 
times a year and were usually well supported.  
 

 
During the pandemic our services were via Zoom from the vicarage and then 
streamed once we could return to our churches. It has been suggested we re-
establish the midweek Zoom prayer meeting and streaming of the Sunday 
service particularly for the housebound and those unable to attend church. 
 

Average Sunday attendance across the 
parish is between 30-45. At Christmas, Easter 
and on Remembrance Sunday, services 
usually completely fill a church.  
 

As a rural parish, 
Harvest is well 
celebrated across 
our churches.  
 
The parish is also a 
popular wedding 
venue for qualifying 
persons and we 
welcome baptisms 
for all ages. 

 
Most of the churches have organs of good to average quality. There is a rota of 
skilled organists managed by the administrator and an informal, self-
administrating choir in the parish that can be called upon for special occasions 
to sing in church.   
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At St Mary, Stoughton there is a fine ring of six bells attracting a talented group 
of bell ringers. 
 

 
 
The parish currently has one Lay Reader with 
permission to officiate and the bishop’s 
permission to lead funerals, Edward Mynors, and 
a newly appointed Authorised Lay Minister, 
David Parker. In exceptional circumstances, 
further support can be called upon from retired 
clergy or clergy outside the parish.  
 
There are many local activities organised by volunteers which aim to bring 
people together and to welcome newcomers. Every month there are parish 
coffee mornings in Forestside and Compton and a parish lunch at Walderton.  
Other community activities include an annual street dance in Compton and a 
tea party later in the year. The Village Hall Trust which serves Walderton, 
Stoughton and Racton provides support with tables, chairs, crockery, gazebos 
etc. and the hire of marquees for fêtes. The Trust also organises a tea party on 
Walderton Green. In Compton there is a voluntary car service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Racton Fête 
Compton Square Dance 

Village Hall Trust Tea 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Wreath Making Demonstration 
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Communications 
 
The Octagon Parish website is a community and church website run by the 
parish administrator from the parish office, www.theoctagonparish.org.uk. As 
well as publicising community events across the Octagon, the website gives 
information on all services, hymns and readings as well as parish policies.  
 
The Octagon Magazine is published monthly and affords the rector the 
opportunity to write an article. It is supported by local advertising and provides 
a useful contribution to parish funds. An example can be found on the website. 
 
The rector (or a churchwarden or the administrator) issues a weekly electronic 
bulletin to parishioners and friends announcing services and other events and 
also drawing the community’s attention to Christian festivals and their 
relevance. 
 
 
The Structure and Organisation of the Parish 
 
The parish is a registered charity with the Charity Commission. It has a 
Parochial Church Council (PCC) chaired normally by the rector and 
represented by the elected parishioners of each of the churches and other 
parish ex-officio members. The PCC has overall responsibility for all affairs of 
the parish. The PCC delegates day to day running of the churches to Parish 
Local Committees (PLC) which are responsible for raising funds, fabric, flower 
arranging, cleaning etc. 
 
The PCC meets regularly at two monthly intervals throughout the year 
culminating with the Annual Parochial Church Council Meeting in May.  
 
The PCC also delegates the finances of the parish to the Finance Committee, 
chaired by the Honorary Treasurer and attended by the treasurers of the PLCs 
and the Parish Churchwardens. The Finance Committee reports to the PCC on 
all financial matters on a consolidated basis, manages the assets of the parish, 
ensures annual contributions are paid to the Diocese and advises the PCC on 
financial strategy.  
 
The parish employs an administrator who works one and a half days a week at 
the vicarage office. The responsibilities are diverse and include: managing the 
Octagon diary; taking minutes at meetings; publicity and running the website; 
paying and receiving funds (under the guidance of the parish treasurer); 
arranging weddings, baptisms and funerals; organising visiting clergy; assisting 
with faculties and compliance matters etc. 
 
The rector and parish administrator are the only paid posts in the parish, which 
relies on over 100 volunteers for much of the day to day running of parish life. 
The two parish churchwardens oversee the administration to ensure that the 
rector, being part time, can spend as much time as possible on ministry and 
pastoral care. Whilst most of our voluntary posts are currently filled it can be 
difficult to recruit new volunteers in such a small community. 
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Parish Finances 
 
The Annual Report and Financial Statement for the Parochial Church Council 
for the year ending 31st December 2021 can be found on both the parish 
website and the Charity Commission website. 
 
 

OCTAGON Parochial Church Council Accounts 2021 

INCOME £ EXPENDITURE £ 

Planned giving (Gift Aid) 42,960 Grants to charities  4,045 

Collections (inc. wall safes) 7,969 Church Activities  

Income tax recovery  10,617 Parish contribution and 
Deanery expenses  47,142 

Fundraising  34,156 Church running expenses 
(inc. administration)  34,806 

Donations and 
miscellaneous  20,986 Octagon Central Costs (inc. 

Clergy expenses)  2,546 

Fees  4,868 Church repairs and 
maintenance  33,198 

Investment Income  10,135   

Total receipts  131,690 Total payments 121,737 

EXCESS OF RECEIPTS 
OVER EXPENDITURE  9,954   

ASSETS Including 
Investments and Restricted 
Funds  

688,918   

 
 
Safeguarding 
 
Fundamentally, safeguarding is about the use and misuse of power, and the 
exploitation or protection of the vulnerable. Given this, safeguarding is very 
much about how ‘healthy’ our church life is. In the Octagon Parish we work 
within a good safeguarding culture and follow sound safeguarding practice. 
 
Safeguarding has been included as a key area on the Octagon community 
website and as noted earlier, we continue to prioritise loneliness and isolation 
issues within our community. 
 
The parish has engaged with the SQP audit of the diocese (Simple Quality 
Protects) and health and safety policies are updated regularly. 
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The Octagon Churches 
 
Details of the different churches can be found on the parish website. 
 
The parish is served by five churches and two chapels of ease.  St Paul 
Stansted has been handed back to the Stansted Foundation but any services 
held there fall under the authority of the rector of the Octagon and a monthly 
Service of Midday Prayer takes place on the first Wednesday of the month. All 
the churches are well looked after by local parishioners. Most have a local 
warden who sits on the PCC and reports back to that body. Quinquennials, 
logbooks and terriers are administered locally and are largely up to date. The 
parish has a policy of leaving the churches permanently unlocked with precious 
chattels locked away in safes. All the churchyards are open for burials and are 
well maintained. Forestside and Stoughton have a garden of remembrance for 
the interment of ashes. None of the churches has running water or drainage.  
 
A	recent project in the parish has been the setting up of a group of volunteers 
from the community to be involved in the maintenance of the seven church 
buildings.	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Concerts and other 
fundraising events are often 
held in our churches. 
  

The parish is fortunate to have many local 
volunteers who do not attend church but 
help out in a number of ways such as 
maintaining churchyards and running fêtes. 
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The Vicarage  
 
The vicarage is situated at the heart 
of Compton within easy walking 
distance of the church, shop and 
school. It is a handsome late 
Victorian building of brick, 
principally on three floors (there is 
also a large cellar) with garages and 
a gravel drive in front. It is centrally 
heated by an oil-fired boiler. Behind 
is a well-planted garden which will 
be kept in tidy order throughout the 
interregnum.  
 
The interior is well laid out as shown in the plan below.  
 
The kitchen was fully refurbished in 2017. It allows for pleasant kitchen dining 
with French doors opening onto the attractive garden. There are separate 
dining and drawing rooms. A cloakroom and utility room are also conveniently 
located. 
 
The rector’s office (which can be locked off from the main house) is currently 
shared with the parish administrator on 1.5 days per week and has separate 
external access and WC. It is large enough to hold a small meeting.  
 
There are four good sized bedrooms upstairs situated around a central landing 
together with a family bathroom. Between bedroom 1 and 4, there is a Jack ‘n 
Jill shower room with WC. In addition, there are two attic rooms suitable for 
occasional use. 
 

 
Vicarage Ground & First Floor Plan 
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Contacts 
 
Sarah Lawton Churchwarden and Acting Chairman of the PCC 02392 631132 
slawton@theoctagonparish.org.uk 
 
Carol Stamper Churchwarden 02392 631159 
cstamper@theoctagonparish.org.uk 
 
Edward Cottrell Hon. Treasurer 01243 535206 
treasurer@theoctagonparish.org.uk 
 
Rachel Foister Administrator 02392 631252 
admin@theoctagonparish.org.uk 
The Vicarage, Compton, PO18 9HD 
 
Edward Mynors Lay Reader 02392 631357 
emynors@theoctagonparish.org.uk 
 
David Parker Authorised Lay Minister 023 9263 1868 
dparker@theoctagonparish.org.uk 
 
 


