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Thank you for your interest in 

the post of Rector of the 

Benefice of Rural East York in 

the Deanery of Derwent.  We 

are at a critical time in the life of 

this Diocese and if appointed 

you will be leading this Benefice 

with the other ministers, the 

churchwardens and PCCs as 

both the Deanery and the 

Diocese seek with the help of 

the Holy Spirit to realise the 

Diocesan Vision of Living Christ’s 

Story.

The Diocese is going through a 

time of change as we explore 

Living Christ’s Story expressed in 

four strategic goals:

• Becoming more like Christ 

as we live his Story today.

• Reaching those we 

currently do not, particularly 

through our Multiply and 

Mustard Seed projects.

• Growing churches of 

missionary disciples who are 

younger and more diverse.

• Transforming our 
finances and structures so that 
we can support a presence in all 
our neighbourhoods and 
networks of the Diocese.

The challenge is to embed this 
vision and its strategic goals in 
the life of the parishes of this 
Benefice as well as to take up 
the particular opportunities for 
mission which this Benefice 
affords. As is clear from this 
Benefice Profile, sharing the 
Gospel especially with younger 
people, working in partnership 
with local communities and 
schools, growing in faith, 
numbers and generosity and 
developing new initiatives in 
worship and outreach are at the 
heart of the vision of the 
Benefice as they seek to live 
Christ’s Story together in their 
rural-commuter setting. 
Furthermore what makes this 
an exciting and attractive role is 
the support of the parishioners 
who desire to live out their faith 
publicly and imaginatively.

The details of the appointment 
are contained in this Profile.  
May the Spirit guide you as 
prayerfully you consider 
whether to apply for this role.

Foreword by the Bishop of Selby
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Rural East York is part of 

Derwent Deanery, which is one 

of the smaller deaneries in the 

Diocese. We have five ministry 

units each providing a unique 

witness to the Christian Gospel 

rooted in the communities they 

are called to serve. 

The Deanery is comprised of 

nineteen churches and their 

surrounding villages. It is 

situated between York and 

Selby. We are close to the 

beautiful City of York and we 

benefit from connections made 

in the city. The whole area is a 

beautiful place to live and work 

– voted one of the best places to 

live in the country. We have 

good connections with the rich 

historic and spiritual heritage of 

York Minster and Selby Abbey. 

However, it’s not just an ancient 

place with a great past, but is a 

forward-looking place with a 

promising future - the story 

continues! 

This is an exciting time to be 
joining our deanery as we 
continue to develop our 
Deanery Plan in response to the 
diocesan invitation to discover 
more fully what it means to live 
Christ’s story here in the 
Diocese of York. Through the 
Deanery Leadership Team, 
Deanery Partnership and 
monthly Chapter gatherings, we 
are working out together how 
we can make this vision a living 
reality in our parishes and 
communities.

The main thread of our Deanery 
Plan is to work in partnership 
with each other and you will be 
well supported by parish, 
deanery and diocesan 
colleagues as we seek to work 
collaboratively and creatively 
together. Living Christ’s Story  is 
about all God’s people, it is 
about each one of us as 
disciples of Christ, lay and 
ordained, being inspired and 
renewed in our baptismal call to 
love, serve and follow him. We 
at Derwent are committed to 
making God’s love visible as we 
each live Christ’s story.

With our best wishes and 
prayers for you, as you discern 
and discover God’s call.

Jackie Doyle-Brett 
Area Dean

Paul Botting
Lay Dean

Derwent Deanery
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Jesus said, “Feed my lambs”... 

“Tend my sheep”....”Feed my 

sheep”.

John 21 15-17

Situated just to the east of the 

City of York the four parishes that 

form the Benefice of Rural East 

York have worked together since 

formation in 2012. Although each 

Parish is different, we find a 

shared vision in our work to 

spread God’s love to all members 

of our local communities in which 

we live. Although we share a core 

set of traditional services, across 

the Benefice we are developing a 

wider range of worship styles, 

reflecting the diverse Christian 

traditions represented by our 

members.

We want our church communities 
to grow in faith and in numbers. 
We seek to reach younger 
sections of our communities, 
sharing Christ’s redeeming love 
with them. We know that this will 
be challenging and may mean 
changing the way we do things; 
we have taken the time 

imposed on us through Covid to 
develop new traditions, 
including a popular online 
Benefice service, and informal
worship services. By building on 

the diverse strengths and skills 

of our laity, in the strength of 

the Spirit we hope to grow into 

the inclusive and welcoming 

benefice we are called to be.

We strive to work in 

partnership and community 

together as a Benefice when it 

is beneficial but also develop 

new ideas and projects in our 

individual parishes to meet the 

specific needs of each 

community. We are united in 

our desire to spread the word 

of Christ and in promoting the 

growth of congregations. We 

are a caring community 

responding to a variety of 

needs in the Benefice and also 

respectful of our clergy in 

regards to time off for training, 

development and 

compassionate reasons as well 

as holidays which we consider 

essential.

We are looking for a Rector who 
can take the gifts and talents of 
our congregations and help us 
live Christ’s story. This requires 
the ability to encourage and 
support lay ministry in all its 
forms.

We need a Rector who:

• has an understanding of 
the challenges and joys of 
commuter/rural ministry;

• understands that, 
although money and 
numbers do matter, 
kingdom growth is not 
just about these things;

• is approachable and 
outgoing;

• can help us become more 
relevant to younger 
adults, teens and the 
families with younger 
children that form such a 
large part of our 
communities but a small 
part of our churches; and

• will be sensitive to the 
needs of the current 
church family.

Introduction
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We are the saints and sinners of
The Benefice of Rural East York:

Falling and rising
Worshipping and weeping together

Serving and celebrating
Changing and being transformed in Christ

Reflecting the love and grace of God
Here in this community

Thanks be to God

Why not consider joining us?  
Could you be the one God is calling to join us? 

If so, then our open arms are waiting to embrace 
you and welcome you into our communities.
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We are a well-organised

benefice, enjoying the service 

of a wide range of parishioners 

and we honoured our free-will 

offering promises, covering the 

costs of our ministry unit to the 

diocese. Each church has active 

churchwardens, and  separate 

PCCs. Coordination between 

the four churches has been 

managed with regular six-

weekly pastoral leadership 

meetings involving 

churchwardens and ministers. 

The benefice shares a licensed 

lay minister (Reader), a 

number of retired clergy, a 

safeguarding officer, two 

recognised parish assistants 

and a paid communications 

officer. The benefice has 

benefitted from a number of 

ordinands and LLMs on 

placement, as well as the 

training of curates over several 

years. We have a vacancy for a 

part-time paid families and 

children’s worker. Worship 

across the benefice is enriched 

by a team of organists, singers, 
and other musicians working 
under the coordination of a 
Director of Music. 
Joint work across the benefice 
includes monthly benefice 
services,  weekly online 
(YouTube) services and a 
midweek Zoom  compline. We  
share teaching and discipleship 
including through joint Lent 
Courses, regular fellowship 
groups, prayer meetings, 
occasional discipleship days and 
a residential biennial weekend 
at Wydale. Weekly newsletters 
and a monthly magazine are 
produced and distributed across 
the benefice.

The Benefice of Rural East York
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Service Dunnington Holtby Stockton Warthill

Weddings 1 0 3 0

Funerals 21 1 4 5

Baptisms 9 0 5 1

Average 

weekly 

attendance 

across all 

services

81 9 36 8

Statistics for 2022
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Electoral Roll Dunnington Holtby Stockton Warthill

Numbers 124 14 45 21



Time Parish Service

1st Sunday in month

8.00am Dunnington BCP HC

10.30am Dunnington HC

10.30am Stockton MW

4.00pm Dunnington Family Worship

2nd Sunday in month

9.00am Holtby BCP HC

10.30am Dunnington MW

10.30am Stockton HC

10.30am Warthill All Age Worship

12.30pm Dunnington HC

(if there is Parish Lunch)

7.00pm Dunnington Prayer and Praise

3rd Sunday in month

8.00am Dunnington BCP HC

10.30am Dunnington HC

10.30am Stockton MW

7.00pm Dunnington Faith in Action

4th Sunday in the month

10.30am Moves around the 4 parishes Benefice HC

6.00pm Holtby Evensong

A Typical Month’s Service Pattern
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Midweek Services  - In Church or online
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An online Benefice Sunday 

Service started during the 

Coronavirus Pandemic 

Lockdown has continued to be 

produced.  Typical views each 

week currently are 50 - 80, but 

this often includes more than 

one person viewing, including 

residents in local care homes.  

This  is obviously a welcomed 

service which it is hoped will be 

able to be continued, although 

it does rely on a number of 

people with technical expertise 

to volunteer their time to 

maintain it.

Many services are followed by 

a time of informal fellowship 

over refreshments.

Rural East York

Day        Time Service 

Monday 9.00am Morning Prayer via zoom (Currently suspended) 

Tuesday 9.00am Morning Prayer @ Warthill 

Wednesday 9.00am HC/CW @ Dunnington 

Wednesday 10.00am HC/BCP @ Stockton 

Wednesday 7.00pm Compline via zoom 

Thursday 9.00am Morning Prayer via zoom  (Currently suspended) 
 



Our Schools

The benefice has strong links 

with two Church of England 

primary schools in Dunnington 

and Warthill and a primary 

school in Stockton. The Rector 

is an ex-officio foundation 

governor of the two Church of 

England schools. The ministry 

team works within the schools 

and the schools are welcomed 

into the Churches for festival 

and end of term services. 

Dunnington and Warthill

Schools contributed the 

information below about those 

schools. 

Rural East York
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Dunnington C E Primary School 
is a place where we encourage 
children to develop enquiring 
minds, a lifelong love of 
learning and a respect for one 
another and the world in which 
they live.

Our Christian vision is rooted 
theologically in Proverbs 22:6, 
‘Start children off in the way 
they should go and even when 
they are old, they will not turn 
from it.’ and 1 Peter 3:8 ‘Be 
sympathetic, love one another, 
be compassionate and humble.’

Our school values are based 
around RESPECT
Responsibility, Enjoyment, 
Security, Politeness, Effort, 
Care, Tolerance.

Our aim is to provide the best 
possible education for all our

children. We have a really
happy school with a key focus 
on making learning purposeful, 
challenging and fun. Whilst we 
strive for high levels of 
academic achievement, we are 
concerned with all aspects of 
children’s development. It is our 
intention to provide, within a 
caring environment, a wide 
range of balanced learning 
opportunities which develop and 
extend the subject skills, key 
skills, thinking skills and 
achievements of all our 
children- a curriculum for the 
21st century- a curriculum 
which will help our pupils to 
grow up to be knowledgeable, 
independent, adaptable and 
responsible people and prepare 
them for a world in which the 
only constant is change.

Dunnington Church of England (Voluntary Controlled) Primary School

‘Growing and learning together to be the best that we can be, in an 
environment based on Christian Values’

Our status as a Church of 
England school aids us in this 
intent. We have close links with 
the parish of St. Nicholas and 
clergy from the Church of 
England and other 
denominations regularly visit 
our school.

We believe that education is a 
partnership between teachers, 
parents, children and the wider 
community. Clear 
communication between these 
parties will ensure that we all 
understand the intentions and 
beliefs of others. We hope that 
our policy of openness and co-
operation will contribute to 
making every child’s time at 
Dunnington C of E Primary 
School both happy and 
successful.

Rural East York

12



What’s important to our pupils when 
choosing a new Rector?

‘We’d love a Rector who…

involves us in 
collective worship 
and makes 
messages clear

is jolly, happy, 
smiley and in a 
good mood

is kind, 
thoughtful 
and caring

understands 
children and how 
they learn in 
worship

enjoys and shares 
music with us

is a good 
listener

has a good sense 
of humour and 
makes Bible 
stories fun

Rural East York

13



The school caters for ages 5 to 
11 and is in a federation with a 
neighbouring village school at 
Sand Hutton. At age 11 the 
children go to a variety of 
secondary schools. They are 
transported to Huntington 
School by coach.

Relationship with the School
The church maintains a strong 
link with the C of E School in 
the village. These links are both 
formal and informal.

The school serves 
approximately 40 pupils, around 
25 families. It is federated with 
Sand Hutton Primary School 
with a shared head teacher and 
Governing Body. The vicar of 
the church also serves as a 
foundation governor on this 
board. The schools work closely 
together and share staff but 
they also work hard to celebrate

the individual aspects of their 
school and Christian 
distinctiveness. 

The rector/curate visits school to 
deliver collective worship on 
a regular basis but also visits on 
other occasions. This has even 
included judging competitions 
and attending special services 
held on the school site. The 
children have built strong 
relationships with the trusted 
adults. This gives them a safe 
space to ask deeper questions 
about their faith to adults beyond 
the school staff.

School and church come together 
for church calendar celebrations 
such as Harvest, Christmas and 
Easter, but the church building is 
also a meeting place for other 
important moments in the school 
calendar such as Year 6 Leavers’ 
Assembly. These are events 
which members of the church 
community also attend. These 
occasions also see the return of 
past pupils and families as the 
bond to the school and parish 
remains beyond pupil primary 
years.

Warthill Church of England (Voluntary Controlled) Primary School

School views the church as an 
extension of the school 
environment for learning. As a 
result the building and the 
grounds have contributed to 
learning opportunities for a 
broad and balanced curriculum. 
Children can often be seen 
drawing, taking photographs 
and making notes in the 
churchyard. In addition to this, 
school has traditionally been 
involved in the decorating of 
church for special occasions 
including Remembrance and 
pupils are also invited to share 
work they have been proud of 
in school. In this way the 
relationship between school and 
church is mutually valuable.

The school has been extended 
in recent times and also serves 
the parish through hosting 
council meetings and is involved 
in events share-hosted with 
parish council events; such as 
the recent Jubilee on the school 
field.

The relationship between the 
church and school is strong and 
important.

Rural East York
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Although not a Church of 
England registered school, the 
church has a good relationship 
with the Headteacher, staff and 
children. Pre-Covid, the church 
was readily used for celebration 
services and, as confidence 
grows, we are seeing this 
returning. YOYO regularly work 
within the school, the church 
has been used for Prayer 
stations, with church members 
being involved.

There is also a Children’s day 
nursery within the grounds of 
the primary school.

The school is happy for clergy 
and others to take assemblies, 
to be involved in topic 
discussions and to have 
volunteer reading assistants. We 
would love to engender an even 
closer relationship, many strong 
links have been forged by our 
Benefice Children’s and Family 
Worker for which we are very 
grateful.

Stockton-on-the Forest Primary School

Rural East York
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About the Area

Warthill

Stockton-on-the-Forest

Holtby

Dunnington

Rural East York
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The Benefice of Rural East York 

is close to the city of York and 

is a rural location. The area is 

surrounded by farmland and 

the villages of Dunnington and 

Stockton on the Forest have 

small industrial estates on their 

outskirts. Although all four 

villages are close to each other, 

Stockton on the Forest, 

Dunnington and Holtby are all 

part of the City of York unitary 

local authority, whereas 

Warthill is in Ryedale district of 

North Yorkshire.

The Benefice is close to the 

A64 and links to the national 

road network. There are 

excellent bus services through 

both Stockton and Dunnington. 

The regular Coastliner bus 

route through Stockton goes to 

York, Tadcaster and Leeds to 

the west and to Scarborough, 

Whitby, Filey, Pickering and the 

North York Moors to the east. 

The local bus service (currently 

every 40 minutes during the 

day)  passes within half a mile

of Holtby and through 
Dunnington to the centre of 
York then on to the west of the 
city in one direction and to 
Stamford Bridge in the other 
direction.  Buses also pass close 
to Dunnington on the A1079 
that go east to Beverley and 
Hull. There are two Park and 
Ride services within easy reach 
of the Benefice, one operating 
from close to Grimston Bar, 
Dunnington and the other from 
the Monks Cross shopping 
complex.  The journey time to 
London or Edinburgh is about 2 
hours from York Railway 
Station.

There are several excellent 
secondary-aged (11-18 years) 
schools close to the Benefice 
including Huntington, 
Archbishop Holgate’s CofE
school, Joseph Rowntree and 
Fulford, and for further 
education there is also York 
College.

There is a doctors’ surgery and 
a private dentist surgery in 
Dunnington. York Hospital has 
an A&E department and 
provides acute medical and 
surgical services as well as 
outpatient services. Some 
outpatient services and blood-
taking are now available at the 
nearby Monks Cross Community 
Stadium.

The local area offers many 
recreational activities and clubs. 
At nearby Monks Cross there is 
a shopping complex, cinema, 
bowling alley, football stadium 
and the Community Centre 
leisure centre with a swimming 
pool and small library. There is 
also access to a gym and 
swimming pool on the York 
University site.

Transport

Secondary Education

Leisure

Medical

Rural East York
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Our church congregation is 

warm, very friendly, inclusive 

and outgoing. The Sunday 

service pattern is not fixed but 

there is a 10.30am service 

every week – once a month 

this is a Benefice service held 

in one of the four churches. 

There is a short said service of 

Holy Communion Wednesday 

mornings. Festival services held 

in Holy Trinity include 

Christingle, Carol, Crib and 

Harvest services. 

During 2022 there have been 5 

Baptisms, 4 Funerals and 3

Weddings. There is a popular 
wedding reception venue close 
by so we are approached by 
couples outside the parish for 
their wedding service. These 
are properly assessed and the 
requisite qualifying connection 
is closely monitored.

Stockton-on-the-Forest and its 
church has a chequered history. 
The name implied that the 
church started as a Saxon 
homestead, built of logs on the 
edge of the great Forest of 
Galtres. When granting the 
tithes of the land in 1276 the 
then Archbishop of York said 
this land had been newly 
brought back to arable and so 
had become tithable.

The present church dates from 
1843 and was dedicated in 1895 
and has been at the centre of 
village activities ever since.

A loop system has been 
installed as a result of a 
generous donation and the old 
vestry was converted into a

disabled toilet. More recently, 
more re-ordering of the church 
has been undertaken. Several 
pews were removed creating a 
flexible space and increased 
facilities of a small kitchen in a 
cupboard and better situated 
heaters now give us a 
welcoming social area. This all 
opens up greater opportunities 
for hosting an alternative form 
of church. This space has 
allowed us to outreach to the 
village and to provide new 
opportunities to try to answer 
community needs.

The organ was rebuilt and 
renovated by Geoffrey Coffin in 
1999 and is regularly serviced 
and tuned. We have a tower of 
6 fine bells, but no team of bell 
ringers at present.

The latest Quinquennial report 
was conducted in the summer 
of 2022 and the work indicated 
as being needed on the spire 
and roof are in the process of 
being attended to. 

Worship at Holy Trinity

Baptisms, Weddings and 
Funerals

The Parish of Holy Trinity, Stockton-on-the-Forest

The History of Our Church

Rural East York
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Our mission statement says we 

are a community

‘Living Closer to God and 

Caring for Our Neighbour‘

Following our participation in 

Leading Your Church into 

Growth we were more 

convinced than ever that we 

wanted our church to be at the 

heart of the community. We 

wanted to make good use of 

the alterations to our church 

building to reach out and 

answer any needs which we 

felt prompted, through our 

prayers, to try to address. In 

caring for our villagers we hope 

to reach the people with the 

Good News of the gospel who 

we don’t already reach. Our 

monthly fundraising coffee 

morning has developed into so 

much more, a social gathering 

in which villagers meet and 

stay. Many people who come

are not church goers. They 
support and encourage each 
other, they share their concerns 
and readily ask for help and 
express their need for prayer. 
The numbers attending have 
grown and there is a real sense 
that this event is no longer 
something that the church “puts 
on” but rather that it is a time 
of shared community.

We have benefitted from the 
work done by the Benefice 
Children’s and Family Worker 
over the past couple of years. 
She has built on her work in the 
local school and Messy Church 
services and has brought to our 
regular coffee mornings an 
appropriate themed activity for 
children to engage in. This has 
seen an increase in families with 
young children coming and 
joining in our coffee mornings. 
She has also run two very 
successful summer holiday clubs 
in conjunction with a 
neighbouring benefice.

Parish Life and the 
Church’s Mission in 
the Village 

Rural East York
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After a year in which we had 

many deaths of elderly 

villagers, we were concerned 

about the number of older 

residents who may be feeling 

isolated and lonely. We began 

to offer a free monthly 

afternoon tea to the village. At 

first this was by personal 

invitation, where we set out 

fine crockery, cake stands and 

home baking and encouraged 

the people to feel welcomed 

and valued. We offered simple 

entertainment and 

opportunities to share 

memories and experiences. 

This has now taken on a life of 

its own, it is eagerly welcomed 

in all weathers. Those who 

came originally now invite 

others and we can serve tea to 

as many as 20-24. Some 

regulars even bring 

contributions to the cakes!

Some members of the PCC 

were concerned to see mums 

and dads standing out in the 

cold having brief conversations 

after dropping off older

children at school. We decided 
to offer a warm space in church 
each Monday morning during 
term time where we offered 
free coffee and croissants and 
appropriate toys for the babies 
and toddlers. This was managed 
by a small team on a rota
system and, although the 
children remained in the care 
and responsibility of parents, 
other parishioners would come 
to play with the children. We 
were there primarily to serve, 
but were always ready to listen 
if anyone should need. 
Unfortunately this service has 
been interrupted by Covid but 

we are eager to re-establish it 
when we can. Parents keep 
asking about its return.

Whilst the above growth in 
community and shared love is 
not reflected in a sudden 
growth in church members, in a 
real sense they definitely are 
indicative of growth – growth in 
opportunities to reveal God’s 
love through action; growth in 
opportunities to care and to 
share; and growth in the way 
we value each and every one of 
us. We would look to continue 
this way of “church” outside and 
beyond the church building.

Rural East York
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Our total income in 2021 from 

planned giving, plate 

collections, legacies and fund 

raising was £19,885. Our 

freewill offering to the Diocese 

was £14,000.

The parish of Stockton-on-the-

Forest and Hopgrove currently 

has a population of around 

1,405 people, made up of a 

mixture of retired, middle-aged 

and young families. We are a 

rural village with a history of 

farming but increasingly more 

small businesses have been 

established.  It is a busy village 

with a variety of opportunities 

for employment and recreation.

There are several small 

business within the village and 

on the outskirts there is a small 

industrial estate. There is also 

a thriving garden centre with 

an excellent café on the 

outskirts of the village. There

are also a number of people 
who operate successful small 
businesses from their homes. 
There is a village shop, a pub 
and bed and breakfast guest 
house. 

We have Stockton Hall 
Psychiatric Hospital in the 
village and, as a church, we 
have developed a good 
relationship with the staff and 
patients. When their treatment 
plans allow, and under close 
supervision, patients incorporate 
into their recovery framework 
some activities such as cleaning, 
gardening and litter cleaning for 
the village and the church. As 
their recovery progresses, and if 
they so desire, we also welcome 
some patients into our 
congregation. They are readily 
included by church members. 
There are representatives from 
the church on the Village Liaison 
Group run by the hospital. This 
is an opportunity to discuss and 
to resolve any village concerns 
about the hospital and for the 
hospital to relay to the village 
any relevant plans and 
activities.

We have a well-used and well-
equipped village hall. It has 
excellent acoustics for musical 
events. It is used by many 
regular groups and also for 
booked parties, wedding 
receptions and day conferences. 
Village groups include Stockton 
Drama Group, the Women’s 
Institute, the Petanque Club, 
Toddler and Playgroup and 
Green Fingers Gardening Club.

We have a 27-hole golf club 
with good dining facilities. The 
uniformed youth organisations
have their own meeting hut. 
There is also a well-kept play 
park for younger children. 
Hopgrove Playing fields are 
nearby where archery, football 
and cricket can be played or just 
watched. The mobile Library 
Van visits every two weeks.

Stockton-on-the-
Forest Village

Finance Recreation

Rural East York
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The population of the village is 

246; it is split almost exactly 

equally between families, 

middle aged and retired 

people. However, the church 

congregation is largely retired 

people.

A minimum of two Sunday 

services are held per month at 

times as advertised. The 

Benefice service moves around 

every month and one all-age 

service is held each month. A 

service of Morning Prayer is 

held every Tuesday at 9.00am.

Some special services we have 

held are Christingle, Pet and 

Crib Services and a Prosecco

and Praise service as a thank 
you to all helpers.

There has been one Baptism in 
the past two years. There have 
not been any weddings during 
the past three years. There 
have been five funerals this 
year.

St Mary’s has financially 
supported a number of charities 
in recent years. These include 
Tearfund, and a number of York 
based charities including the St 
Leonard’s Hospice and Martin 
House, a nearby hospice for 
children. We give 10% of 
regular income to charity every 
year. The church has obtained 
Fairtrade status. We also 
support the Royal British Legion 
and have held fund raising 
events to send money to the 
Ukrainian appeals and a Local 
Food Bank. We are now starting 
a regular collection point of 
Food and Toiletries for the Food 
Bank.

The Prebend of Warthill is 
thought to date back to the time 
of William the Conqueror. In 
1218 Magister Harold held the 
Prebend and the earliest 
recorded vicar is around 1330. 
During the 15th and 16th 
centuries the church appears to 
have been in a fairly poor state. 

The present church, built in 
1876, replaced one built in the 
1780’s. The present building 
was paid for by Miss Harriet 
Agar, a local benefactress who 
also helped pay for the village 
school. The interior is light and 
airy with plain glass in the nave 
windows; it seats approximately 
100 – 120 people. The altar is of 
plain oak; the reredos was 
designed and painted by Miss 
Agar herself. The east window is 
by C. E. Kempe, a famous 
Victorian glass designer.

The fabric is in a good state of 
repair having been carefully 
maintained by the 
churchwardens and PCC over a 
long period. 

Worship at St Mary’s

Baptisms, Weddings and 
Funerals

The Parish of St Mary’s, Warthill

Mission and Outreach

Our Church Building

Rural East York
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The electrical supply is modern 

and meets the latest 

requirements. The building 

lacks mains water and drainage 

services. The heating system 

consists of electrically powered 

tubular heaters, which are very 

old and inefficient for today’s 

energy crisis. In the future we 

would like to be able to have 

water and a toilet installed in 

the church.

Our income for 2021 was 

£9,965 (2020 £9,873) and 

expenditure was £8,230 (2020 

£18,865). Total funds carried 

forward at 31st December 2021 

were £19,164.

We have always honored our 

Free Will Offering promise in 

full. Many of our givers are 

retired people and therefore 

our giving is not increasing. It 

decreases slightly as people 

move away or we lose the 

older members of the 

congregation. We have 

difficulty replacing them with 

newcomers to the village. We

have reserves for repairs to the 
fabric in the short term and 
adequate reserves in the 
general fund. Like most small 
parishes we foresee financial 
difficulties arising in the long 
term, particularly as the cost of 
heating the building is rising 
rapidly.

The Free Will Offering for 2022 
is £4,000 and will remain at that 
level for 2023.

Our fundraising events have 
been severely restricted by 
Covid but those that happened 
pre-Covid were successful and 
brought together people who 
were regular churchgoers and 
those who were not.

Finance

Rural East York
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We have a very small group of committed Christians in the 

village who do most of the work within the church and 

another group who, whilst willing to help out, seem unable 

to take the next step of commitment. We need to encourage 

this group to take that step. 

We have a number of elderly people in the village who 

cannot attend church services and it is essential that we 

maintain contact with them. 

As with most communities, there is a fairly large group of 

parishioners, particularly younger working families, who 

have no contact with the church, mainly because of family 

commitments. However, we try to involve this group with the 

regular all-age worship. 

We wish to strengthen the existing links between the church 

and the school, in particular by encouraging the parents to 

take an active part in their children’s spiritual development.

We need to make the Church Building suitable for 

Community events as well as Church services.

Work that needs to be done in Warthill

Rural East York
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The village of Warthill lies 

between two Roman Roads 

now classified as the A64 and 

the A166. The name Warthill is 

very unusual and may have 

originated from the time when 

King Harold Godwinson beat 

the Vikings at the battle of 

Stamford Bridge in 1066. It is 

thought that King Harold 

watched his troops marching to 

Stamford Bridge from a small 

hill and so the name “Watch 

Hill” or “Ward Hill” was coined. 

This later became Warthill.

The village is in the Ryedale

area of North Yorkshire rather 

than being part of the York 

Unitary Authority.

The properties in the village 

are almost entirely detached, 

privately owned and prices are 

well above average. This 

means that they tend to be out 

of the reach of first-time 

buyers and younger families; 

there are no estate

developments. All the properties 
are built along the road through 
the village; many are above 
average size with extensive 
gardens. There is a mixture of 
old farmhouses and newer 
properties. There are no plans 
for future development within 
the village, which is “Green 
Belt”. The Parish Council is very 
active and promotes the village 
and its life in any way it can. 
The neighbourhood watch 
scheme is well supported and 
the local police officer is 
available for help and advice.

There is an attractive pond in 
the village and a small stream 
runs from the pond along the 
side of the road through the 
village.

The village is surrounded by 
farms, both arable, livestock 
and poultry. There are two plant 
nurseries and a horse racing 
stable. There are no shops 
within the parish however shops 
are available in both Stockton

and Dunnington. There is a sub-
Post Office with restricted 
opening times. Dental and 
medical facilities are available at 
Dunnington. 

Warthill Village

Industry, Commerce 
& Local Facilities

Rural East York
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Holtby is a small, quiet, sought-

after village with no shop, pub nor 

post office. The church and 

adjacent village hall are at the 

centre; the church family together 

with the local community jointly 

provide a focus for village 

activities.

The population of the village is 

177, with an even distribution of 

families, middle aged people and 

those who have retired. In 

common with other villages in the 

group, the church congregation 

largely comprises retired people.  

The electoral roll currently stands 

at 14.

The Church of England school 
in Warthill also serves the 
children of Holtby. In past 
years, the school has used 
Holtby Church for some school 
services.

There are two regular monthly 
services; a service of Holy 
Communion (BCP) at 9am on 
the second Sunday of each 
month, and a service of 
Evensong on the fourth 
Sunday.
Easter, Harvest Festival, 
Remembrance Sunday and the 
Christmas Carol Service are 
celebrated annually in addition 
to regular services. Benefice 
services, held monthly, are 
hosted in turn by churches in 
the group, and Holy Trinity 
takes an equal part in this, 
followed by coffee in the Village 
Hall. The annual Dawn Service 
on Easter Sunday takes place in 
the nearby Holtby Wood, and is 
co-ordinated by Holy Trinity.

There has been one funeral in 
the past year, no baptisms and 
no weddings. In general, there is 
one wedding every two/three 
years, and two or three funerals 
each year. Baptisms are rare.

Worship at Holy Trinity

Baptisms, Weddings and 
Funerals

The Parish of Holy Trinity, Holtby

Rural East York
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Various charities are supported 

regularly, notably Carecent (a 

York-based centre for those 

experiencing homelessness and 

social exclusion). The church 

has FairTrade status, and 

provides Fair Trade 

refreshments at the monthly 

Trader morning, held in the 

Village Hall. This forms a major 

part of Holy Trinity’s outreach, 

as it is an opportunity to 

interact with the wider village 

community.

The church community 

provides refreshments each 

month in the church building 

for the local Walk for Health 

group.

Care is taken to include the 

wider community in the annual 

Harvest and Christmas 

celebrations. The Harvest 

Festival service is followed by a 

popular supper held in the 

Village Hall, and readers are 

invited from every aspect of 

village life at the Carol Service.

Mission and Outreach

Rural East York
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Raised up, and set back from 

the road, the church is at the 

centre of the village. It is built 

upon the original Norman 

foundations, c1170, was rebuilt 

in 1792, and was restored in 

1881. Much of the original 

Triassic sandstone and the 

1792 brickwork were reused. 

The C15th tenor bell, which 

was cast between 1418 and 

1432, bears the name of the 

York bell founder William 

Benbryg. We are fortunate to 

have two organists on a rota, 

so that there is music at all 

services. The small organ is 

maintained to a high standard.

Much of the church furniture 

was made by Robert Thompson 

of Kilburn, and bears his 

“mouse” signatures. To 

commemorate the Millennium, 

a stained glass window entitled 

“A Doorway to the Future” was 

commissioned from Ann 

Southern of Fulford, York.

The church seats approximately 
80 people, and is well cared for 
by the local community. The 
recent quinquennial (Sept 2020) 
showed that no major works 
were required. The graveyard is 
still open, and has space 
available for both burials and 
cremated remains.

The church congregation is 
small but enthusiastic, headed 
by a committed PCC.

Farming continues to be 
important to the people of the 
parish. Several small businesses 
exist in the village, including a 
working woodyard and a 
campsite. The village has a 
working pottery and a studio 
which houses a number of local 
artists.

Our income for 2021 was 
£5,574 (2020 £2,496) and our 
expenditure was £6,034 (2020 
£6,654). Total funds carried 
forward at 31st December 2021 
were £18,756. The Free Will

Offering for 2022 is £3,000 and 
will remain at that level for 
2023.  We have always honored 
our Free Will Offering promise 
in full.

Our regular congregation is 
faithful and generous in their 
giving, although inevitably we 
rely on a small number of our 
wealthier parishioners, and also 
on the collections at the larger 
services at Harvest and 
Christmas.  Our main 
fundraising effort is the village 
100 club.

Our expenses are modest, and 
we have healthy reserves at the 
moment.  However, our income 
fell significantly during the 
pandemic and as the church 
and our aging congregation 
struggle with rising prices, we 
are likely to face increasing 
difficulties in the years ahead.

Our Church Building

Industry & Commerce

Finance

Rural East York
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Lent Group / Enquirers’ Course in Village Hall

Additional occasional services (eg. Celtic worship / Taize)

Churchyard Memorial Service each year

Closer links with Warthill School

More involvement with Village Hall Committee’s growing 

program of events

Possibilities for Future Mission and Outreach

Rural East York
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Our Mission Statement  

‘A Christ-like presence with 

the people of Dunnington‘

This is our Mission Statement, 

adopted 2021, because:

We believe that, in Jesus, God 

has revealed the most compelling 

way to be fully human and fully 

alive. God is calling us to respond 

to His love, to flourish as a 

community and to practise the 

way of Jesus filled with his Spirit 

and rooted in the Bible and the 

Holy Sacraments.

throughout the year including 
Christingle; Eastingle; All Souls 
Service; Crib Service; Pet 
Service; Carol Singing on the 
Village Green.

Worship at St Nicholas

The Parish of St Nicholas, Dunnington

PHOTO LIKE 

OTHERS

We aim to embody this by being a church community that 
shows and shares the love of Jesus by providing to all:

A home of encounter, acceptance, safety, warmth and shelter

A place of refuge for those who are struggling

An opportunity for community enrichment

An inspiration for worship, repentance, restoration, holiness 
and love

An oasis for spiritual well-being, nourishment and 
transformation in the aftermath of a global pandemic

A commitment to justice and the care of God’s creation

A variety of worship styles is 
offered each month to try to 
cover the varied spiritual 
needs of the community.

We have recently formed a 
new and developing 
relationship with Dunnington 
Methodists following the 
closure of their building and 
the ending of the ecumenical 
partnership.

Other special services that 
attract additional “non-regular” 
worshippers are held
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Other regular groups/events 

held at St Nicholas or within 

the parish community include 

Little People Play and Praise 

(under 5’s term-time Tues); Re-

Ignite Youth Group (monthly); 

Christian Meditation Group 

(monthly); Bible Study Group 

(monthly); Light a Candle 

Bereavement Café (monthly); 

Communion Service in the local 

Care Home (monthly). 

Our income pre-Covid (2019) 
was £109,033 and in 2021 was 
£143.559. This latter amount 
includes grants and fundraising 
for current building projects. We 
try to give 10% of our income 
each year split between a local 
and an international charity. We 
have always met our Free Will 
Offerings - £55,188 in 2021 and 
£57,396 in 2022. 

There has been a church on this 
site since Norman times. The 
original nave is thought to date 
back to the 11th century 
(Norman). Several additions and 
alterations have been made 
over the centuries, including a 
bell tower. In 2009 the East 
window was replaced; designed 
by Helen Whittaker of the local 
stained-glass window firm 
Barley Studios. The church 
houses a two-manual Harrison 
and Harrison organ and there is 
also an electronic keyboard.

In 1986 a modern extension to 
the church was added with

linked access to the church 
through the west wall, enabling 
the church space to be opened 
up as required for larger 
services. This extension known 
as the Tower Room includes a 
kitchen, two toilets, office and 
storage space. The Tower Room 
is used extensively for meetings 
of various groups as well as 
social events. It is also available 
for hire by community groups 
which provides an additional 
source of income although 
currently bookings have not 
returned to pre-covid numbers. 
The office has broadband/Wi-Fi 
connection and contains a PC 
and printer for church use.

Any maintenance work required 
in the church and Tower Room 
is done by volunteer DIY when 
possible (or paid services if 
expertise needed). We have 
teams of volunteer cleaners for 
both the Church and Tower 
Room. A couple of ‘big clean’ 
sessions are arranged twice a 
year. A dedicated team 
assemble beautiful floral 
arrangements relevant to 
services and events.

Our Church Building

Finance
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The church building is open 

daily from 9.00 am to 4.00 pm.

We have a Churchyard, but it is 

closed and is now maintained 

by City of York Council, 

Community Payback and 

volunteer grass cutters.

We are engaging with the 

Eco-Church project an 

interdenominational Christian 

environmental awards scheme 

for churches, run by A Rocha 

UK. This helps us record and 

celebrate the environmental 

activities of our church.

Unfortunately, we need to 

replace the roof on the Tower 

Room.   The felt on the roof is 

decaying and the existing 

slates are substandard.  The 

existing gas boilers are well 

past their sell-by-date with the 

historic inefficient church 

pipework needing to be fully 

replaced - installing a more 

cost effective, environmentally 

friendly system is the goal! 

Originally, we thought these
major projects would require an 
investment of around £100k. 
However, costs are rising as we 
attempt to raise the funds 
required.

We are also planning to upgrade 
the Wi-Fi network and 
equipment to improve coverage 
in the church and also improve 
network security.

There has been a significant 
push on fundraising recently, 
including applying for grants, in 
order to help fund the 
replacement roof to the Tower 
Room and replace the aging 
heating system.

A Christmas Fayre in November 
and biennial Scarecrow trail 
around the village are examples 
of regular fundraising events

A Social Events planning group 
meets to ensure regular social 
activities are arranged that form 
part of our Christian outreach to

the local community.  A wide 
variety of events have been
enjoyed by the wider 
community as well as raising 
funds for the church and/or for 
several charities.

We try to have something for 
the older members of the village 
each month either Parish 
Sunday Lunch; Fun, Food and 
Fellowship day; Soup and 
Pudding after Christmas 
Communion or Afternoon tea 
after Easter Communion. 

A well-attended Community 
Café is held Saturday morning 
most weeks in the Tower Room.

Fabric Projects

Activities

Fundraising
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Rural East York The population at the 2011 

census was 3,230. Housing is 

mainly privately owned but 

there are some council and 

private rented accommodations, 

a residential care home on the 

edge of the village and a York 

City council Independent Living 

Community in the village.

There is a doctor’s branch 

surgery, a chemist, a dentist, a 

bakery, a newsagent and a 

small supermarket with a Post 

Office and an ATM.  As well as a 

small Bistro there are two public 

houses, one in the centre of the 

village and the other on the 

outskirts - both serving food 

some days.  There are two 

touring caravan parks, some 

holiday accommodations and a 

small Industrial estate on the 

outskirts of the village.

The village hall, known as the 

Reading Room, has two letting 

rooms, a stage and kitchen and 

the building also houses the

Dunnington Branch Library and 
Cancer Support Group charity 
shop. There is an excellent well 
supported Sports Centre 
surrounded by football/cricket 
pitches, tennis courts, bowls 
green and a children’s play park.  
The Centre itself has a small “B-
Fit” gym, squash courts, bar 
and a function room.

Meeting across the various 
venues, in addition to the 
organised sports teams and 
activities there are numerous 
thriving village groups, e.g. art 
and craft groups, community 
choir, amateur dramatics, WI 
and youth uniformed 
organisations.

The village is also very fortunate 
to have a “Dunnington in 
Bloom” team of volunteers who 
work tirelessly to keep the 
village looking attractive.

Dunnington Village
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The Benefice Rectory, situated in 

Dunnington close to St Nicholas 

church, is relatively modern 

having been purpose-built in the 

late 1980s.  It has 4 bedrooms, 2 

reception rooms as well as a 

private study, garage, car parking 

space and large garden.

Accommodation
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Churchwardens

Holy Trinity, Stockon-on-
the-Forest
Ennis Tweddle Tel: 01904 
400364 Email: 
ennisjacksonuk@yahoo.co.uk

St Mary’s, Warthill
Ann Proctor Tel: 01904 489386 
Email: 
mike@mikeproctor.plus.com

Holy Trinity, Holtby
Chris Gladstone Tel: 01904 
488167 Email: 
chrisgladstone@hotmail.com

St Nicholas’, Dunnington
Carole White Tel: 07508 834565 
Email: 
carolewhite333@hotmail.com
Peter Helm Tel: 01904 481376 
Email: 
peterhelm738@gmail.com

Licensed Lay Minister 
(Reader PTO) for the 
Benefice
Mrs Judith Hewitt Tel: 01904 
488331 Email: 
judithmhewitt@btinternet.com

Some Useful Links

https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/ 

https://stnicholasdunnington.or
g.uk/

'A Church near You':
Holy Trinity Church, Stockton on 
the Forest

St Mary's Church, Warthill

Holy Trinity Church, Holtby

https://www.facebook.com/stnic
holasdunnington

https://en-
gb.facebook.com/profile.php?id
=100079214335320

St Nicholas Dunnington -
YouTube

https://www.york.gov.uk

https://dunningtonparishcouncil.
gov.uk

www.stocktonontheforest.org.uk/
index.php/parish-council

https://www.kenspelman.com/W
arthill/parishcouncil.html

https://holtbypc.org.uk

https://www.dunningtonprimary.
co.uk

http://sandhutton.warthill.co.uk

https://www.stocktonprimary.co.
uk

https://www.facebook.com/grou
ps/293928448265094/?mibextid
=6NoCDW

https://www.facebook.com/ThisI
sDunnington/

Contacts and useful links:
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