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Mission Statement of Fiveways Benefice: 
 

To create a sharing community of churches in which 

all parishes are unique but interdependent 
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1.  INTRODUCTION 
 

Fiveways Benefice comprises the churches of St Leonards in Aston le Walls; St John the Baptist in 

Boddington; Holy Cross in Byfield; St Nicholas in Eydon and St Mary’s in Woodford Halse.  It is 

typically rural, being equidistant between Banbury and Daventry; also 10 miles cross-country from 

other local towns in South Northamptonshire such as Southam and Towcester.  However, its 

position offers easy motorway access via M1, M6 and M40 to Northampton, Milton Keynes, 

Coventry, Oxford and Birmingham, with all the educational, social, cultural and medical needs they 

provide.  The Benefice is only 75 miles north-west of London, which is readily accessible by train 

from Banbury. 

  

The five village communities are all quite different in character.  However, since being established 

as a Benefice twelve years ago they have developed into a cohesive, supportive and companionable 

group.  The Benefice Council was established in 2012, and has been a huge advantage for all.  It is a 

focal point for support in establishing common policies, managing potential difficulties and finding 

solutions to common problems.  Aston le Walls is the smallest village with a primarily static rural 

population of 350 and Woodford Halse the largest with a very diverse and growing population of 

4000+ bringing with it the challenges and pleasures of a small town.    

 

The current service pattern can be managed by a Rector supported by a Lay Reader.  They are ably 

assisted by a licensed Worship Leader and churchwardens experienced in leading services giving any 

assistance when required.  There is also a retired bishop living in Byfield who is willing to assist when 

he is available.   

 

Although there are five churches, the choir, the bell ringers, children’s services, safeguarding and 

many other church activities function as a Benefice giving encouragement and support to each 

other. 

 

There are excellent relationships with other local ministers of different denominations in the area.  

The clergy are a cooperative group, supporting each other and working towards similar aims for the 

people of the five villages.  

 

If the potential incumbent is looking for a rural challenge and a happy place to settle, Fiveways 

Benefice is the place for you.   There are plenty of places to walk, local historical and cultural sites 

to visit and the many clubs and organisations in the area ready to welcome you.   
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2. GENERAL INFORMATION 

This Benefice Profile has been prepared to brief applicants for the post of Rector of Fiveways 

Benefice.   

 

2.1 LOCATION 

 

The Benefice comprises the parishes of:  Aston le Walls, Boddington, Byfield, Eydon and Woodford 

Halse.   

 

 

 

 

The five parishes in the Benefice are situated in a 

rural area of outstanding beauty in the south-west 

of Northamptonshire, close to the borders of 

Warwickshire and Oxfordshire, and within the 

Deanery of Brackley.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The villages are situated in the south-western 

corner of Northamptonshire, some four miles east 

of the intersection with the boundaries of 

Oxfordshire and Warwickshire.   The Benefice also 

lies almost equidistant between Daventry to the 

north and Banbury to the south on the A361 road, 

each about nine to 10 miles distant.  The red dot on 

the map highlights the position of the Benefice.  The 

area has easy access to the M40 (10 miles) and the 

M1 (15 miles).  The major towns of Northampton, 

Rugby and Leamington Spa are within 20-30 

minutes’ drive.  The cities of Oxford, Coventry, 

Birmingham and London can be reached within an 

hour.  Main line rail connections are easily available 

from Banbury and Northampton. 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northamptonshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxfordshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warwickshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daventry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A361_road
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2.2   LOCAL SERVICES 

 

The market towns of Daventry and Banbury are approximately 9 miles and 10 miles distant with 

hourly bus services from Woodford Halse and Byfield to both towns.  In addition to the varied 

activities available in the Benefice, there are numerous cultural opportunities nearby.  Theatres can 

be found at Stratford-upon-Avon (Royal Shakespeare Company), Warwick University (Warwick Arts 

Centre), and Northampton (The Royal and Derngate Theatres).  The Mill Arts Centre in Banbury is a 

delightful family-friendly canal-side venue based in a converted heritage watermill.  Close to 

Banbury rail station and the town centre, it hosts a packed programme of live events in its 200-seat 

theatre, plus a varied programme of workshops for all ages and abilities.  The nearest cinemas are 

in Banbury, Daventry, Northampton, Rugby and Leamington Spa; the Warwick Arts Centre also 

screens more specialist ‘art house’ films. 

 

There is good local healthcare provision, with a general practice in Church Street, Byfield; there are 

other general practices locally in Cropredy and Fenny Compton.  Several dentists and opticians are 

available in Daventry and Banbury.  The Horton General Hospital in Banbury serves the growing 

population.  It is an acute general hospital with a large Accident and Emergency unit, trauma unit, 

midwifery led maternity unit, paediatric and cancer units.   Daventry also has a recently upgraded 

hospital but without an emergency care facility.  However, it does have an ‘out-of-hours’ walk-in 

emergency service available via the 111 NHS helpline.  The much larger teaching hospitals of 

Northampton General and the John Radcliffe in Oxford are also readily accessible.  

 

There are Primary Schools in Aston le Walls (Roman Catholic), Boddington (Church of England), 

Byfield (Unaffiliated), and Woodford Halse (Church of England).   

 

The schools within the Benefice mainly feed into the following secondary schools: 

- Chenderit School, at Middleton Cheney (nr Banbury).  A secondary school, for children age 11-

18, with specialist status in the visual arts;  

-  Danetre and Southbrook Learning Village (DSLV).  An academy school for pupils aged 3 to 19, in 

Daventry;  

-  Southam College is part of The Stowe Valley Multi-Academy Trust which includes Byfield 

Primary School, five more primary school and two comprehensive schools.  It achieved Specialist 

Technology Status in 2000. 

All schools are approx. 10 miles away from the Benefice and have dedicated bus services for the 

children. 

 

OFSTED reports for all the schools can be found on line. 

 

  



 
 

7 
 

      FIVEWAYS             BENEFICE 
 

2.3 CHURCHMANSHIP 

 

The Benefice uses a shared service pattern which allows the Rector to lead services for all five 

congregations at least two or three times each month.  The Rector is assisted by a licensed Lay 

Reader, a licenced worship leader and churchwardens who lead services when required. 

 

Parishes use a mixture of the following services: 

Holy Communion – Contemporary, spoken and with hymns 

Holy Communion BCP, spoken 

Café Church 

Morning Prayer 

Evening Prayer 

 

On the fourth Sunday of each month there is a Benefice Eucharist Service.  The venue for this service 

rotates alphabetically around the Benefice.  On the rare months when there are five Sundays, a 

second Benefice Eucharist Service is held – occasionally with an invited guest preacher. 

 

The Lenten services are spread around the Benefice to allow the Rector to see as many parishioners 

as possible during this special time.  Palm Sunday is celebrated in Aston le Walls with an ecumenical 

procession down Main Street led by the Roman Catholic Priest and the Rector.  Byfield village hall 

hosts an ecumenical service on Good Friday.   

 

Each church holds services for special occasions such as Mothering Sunday, Harvest Festival and 

Remembrance Sunday, the majority being lay led.   

 

During the weeks before Christmas the Benefice comes together for Advent Carols and a Walking 

Nativity in Aston le Walls.  Each church holds Carol Services in the weeks approaching Christmas.   

 

Other denominations in the area are a Roman Catholic Church and RC primary school in Aston le 

Walls and a Methodist Church in Woodford Halse. 
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2.4  QUALITIES OF THE NEW RECTOR  

                         

The ideal candidate will possess the vision and skill to lead a large rural Benefice forward by building 

on recent developments and initiatives.  He or she will not be afraid of being innovative and inspiring 

change, whilst respecting those with more traditional views, working with the parishes to agree the 

way forward.  

 

More specifically, the successful candidate will be: 

a) Of strong faith and committed to spreading the Christian message.  Aware of the need to be 

a visible presence in the community, joining in with the activities of all five parishes, 

especially during the weekends, and aware of the needs and expectations of rural 

communities. 

b) Capable of dealing diplomatically and in a timely way with the sometimes-conflicting 

requests and requirements between the Parishes. 

c) Willing and able to delegate some administrative matters to lay members, to allow sufficient 

working time for pastoral care. 

d) Committed to providing effective pastoral care – including visiting parishioners in their own 

homes, in hospitals and in care homes where appropriate – and helping make the church 

relevant to the community as a whole. 

e) Enthusiastic about the scope which exists to foster co‐operation with local schools and able 

to engage effectively with young people, in order to encourage them and their families to 

attend church services. 

f) Readily mobile and possessing a full driving licence.  Energetic and outgoing, possessing a 

sense of humour and a stout pair of Wellingtons.  Aware of the challenges of working in a 

rural area.   

g) Computer literate in the use of email and word processing software, sufficient to be able to 

communicate electronically both within and outside the five parishes.  Able to maintain the 

Benefice Facebook and Church Desk links. 

 

If you are the person the Benefice is looking for, you will find a warm welcome from all five villages.  

Your lively personal faith will be founded on prayerful spirituality and a commitment to church 

growth in the whole Benefice community.  You will have a particular interest in developing outreach 

among young people, including those at the local schools, and in encouraging the growth of lay 

ministry. 

 

The style and leadership qualities needed to develop a collaborative pastoral community will be a 

key consideration in this appointment.  You will also need to be aware of the close local cooperation 

with other Christian churches within the area.  Since the communities involved are well known to 

each other and overlap socially, you will need to possess the maturity and judgment to be incisive 

and yet tolerant of local feelings.  Above all you will be mindful that evolutionary change is vital to 

secure a vibrant future for the Benefice. 
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2.5 RECTOR’S ACCOMMODATION  

 

Byfield Rectory was built in the 1980s and is situated directly opposite the church.   It is purpose 

built to Green Guide specifications and will not require further modification.  It is an attractive 

modern building which has been recently redecorated throughout.  It retains its privacy with walling 

and an enclosed garden which contains several mature fruit trees and attractive borders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rectory has four bedrooms and two reception rooms which would comfortably house a family.  

Additionally, it has separate office and meeting room with adjacent toilet facilities. 

 

The Rectory is situated at the geographical centre of Fiveways Benefice, being almost equidistant to 

the other four churches.   It has a large car parking area, with space for at least 12 vehicles, which 

accommodates the many church meetings that the incumbent has to host.  Fiveways Benefice 

covers a very rural area and therefore car parking facilities are essential. 

 

Behind the Rectory there is a parish storeroom, known as the Bromley Room, which contains 

marquees and equipment required for fetes and social events throughout the Benefice. 
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3.   BENEFICE PROFILE 
 

3.1 HISTORY OF THE BENEFICE 

 

Fiveways Benefice was formed in 2011 with the appointment of a Rector and a House for Duty Priest.   

At that time the previous Benefices of Byfield with Boddington and Aston le Walls (established 1989) 

and Woodford Halse with Eydon (established 1975) were merged following the retirement of the 

two incumbents.   

 

The Benefice is now well established with many activities carried out jointly.  The Fiveways Church 

Council is chaired by the Rector and consists of the churchwardens, the Benefice Administrator and 

Lay reader.  The Council meets three or four times each year to discuss policy matters for the 

Benefice and to action wider topics and initiatives.  It also considers the broader influence of the 

Benefice, how it interacts, and works in harmony as a single entity.  The Council is also the focal 

point for the Safeguarding Officers and the Health and Safety policy.   

 

The meeting starts with an overview of each parish’s activities during the previous months.  Any 

local difficulties can be aired, and are often resolved by assistance between the parishes.  Planning 

for joint future events are managed.  For example: Harvest and Carol Service dates are agreed, and 

Easter week services are evenly distributed around the Benefice.    

 

The name, ‘Fiveways Benefice’ was created in 2013.  It was linked to the ‘Fiveways’ double 

roundabout in Byfield village on the A361 which bisects the five parishes.  The logo of five joined 

leaves highlights the five interdependent parishes in one Benefice in a green rural area.  
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3.2 CURRENT SERVICE PATTERN 

 

The service pattern has been established to accommodate a single Rector being able to visit each 

parish regularly. 

 

 
Aston le Walls Boddington Byfield Eydon Woodford Halse 

Week 1 

11am 

Matins (BCP) 

Lay Led 

9.30am 

Morning Prayer 

Lay led 

11am 

Eucharist 

Rector 

 

9.30am 

Café Church 

Lay Reader 

Week 2  

9.30am 

Holy 

Communion 

Rector 

11am 

Café Church 

Lay Reader 

11am 

Holy 

Communion 

Rector 

 

Week 3 

9.30am 

Holy 

Communion 

(BCP) 

Rector 

6pm 

Evening Prayer 

Rector 

 

10.30am 

Café Church 

Lay Reader 

11am 

Eucharist 

Rector 

Week 4  

8.30 BCP Holy Communion 

………………………………………. 

10am   Benefice Holy Communion 

Rotates alphabetically round the Benefice 

 

Week 5  
In the months when there are 5 Sundays 

a second Benefice Holy Communion Service is held – 

occasionally with a guest preacher 

 

 

Additionally, Byfield hosts a morning service each Wednesday, either Eucharist or Morning Prayer 

at 9.45am. 

 

Currently many of the services are lay led as it is difficult for a single Rector to travel easily and in a 

timely manner between the parishes. 

 

Lent courses are held across the Benefice. 

 

The Rector leads the Remembrance Service in Byfield together with the local branch of the Royal 

British Legion.  All other parish Remembrance services are lay led locally. 
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3.3        LAY MINISTRY AND SAFEGUARDING 

 

a. Lay Ministry Team 

There is one licensed Lay Reader who lives in Byfield parish and ministers across the 

Benefice. There is also a licensed Lay Worship Leader in Boddington.  Former Rectors of all 

five parishes have trained a number of members of the congregations in taking services.  Lay 

members join together to plan and run the Family services.   

 

b. Servers and Eucharist Assistants 

There are licensed Eucharist Assistants resident in the five parishes:  Aston le Walls (3), 

Byfield (5) Boddington (3), Eydon (2), Woodford Halse (3). 

 

c. Retired Clergy 

There are a number of retired priests living in the area who are willing and able to assist in 

taking services whenever required.  There is a retired bishop living in Byfield who will assist 

with services as required. 

 

d. Safeguarding             

There is one principal safeguarding officer (PSO) for the Benefice.  The PSO is in the process 

of recruiting one person in each parish to support the PSO.  The PSO is available to deal with 

any safeguarding concerns, and is responsible for monitoring and updating safeguarding 

procedures in all five churches, checking and updating the parish safeguarding dashboard 

and encouraging all church volunteers to be aware of safeguarding issues and know to whom 

they should be referred.  
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3.5 CHILDREN’S SERVICES   

     

The Lay Reader plays a leading role in children’s activities.  She has established two groups for children in the 

past few years:  Little Angels, for pre-school children with their carers, and Rising Stars for 7-11 years.  

 

Little Angels meets on the third Monday in the month; between 1 and 6 families attend, coming from the 

villages of Woodford Halse, and Byfield. There are action songs, an interactive story, a prayer and a hymn 

with instruments.  This is followed by simple craft activities linked to the theme, a snack, a drink and time for 

the adults to chat.  Four of the families who started at Little Angels now come to Cafe Church. 

 

Baptisms in the Benefice are followed up by the 

Rector and, for the next four years, a card is sent 

on the anniversary of the baptism with up-to-date 

details of church activities suited to young families 

enclosed.  There is a Celebration of Baptism party 

in September, all the families who have had a child 

baptised in one of the Benefice churches in the 

previous five years are invited.  The families are 

encouraged to attend Cafe Church which is now 

held in three of our churches. 

 

Humpty Dumpty, the toddler group in Woodford 

Halse, is regularly visited by the Reader.  The 

children are told a Bible story and sing related songs, some with actions and instruments.  Also, in Woodford 

Halse library a churchwarden leads the weekly ‘Rhymetime’ session for preschool children.  

 

Messy Church has been held once each term in Byfield 

prior to Covid and resumed in August 2022: there is an 

average attendance of 40 children and their 

parents/carers.  Although the majority of children are 

from Byfield many come from other parts of the 

Benefice.  Messy Church consists of craft activities-based 

round a theme, e.g. Light, Angels, Easter, Journey to the 

Inn, Saints, followed by a short service and then a light 

supper eaten all together.  Many of the 20 helpers, which 

include retired teachers, have particular skills.  

 

 The Reader helps on a weekly basis at the state Primary 

school in Byfield which is not a church school.  She takes 

some school assemblies and leads their occasional 

worship in church.   She and the Churchwarden welcome 

classes from the school into Church as part of the School 

Curriculum. An Assembly is held in Byfield School before 

every Messy Church in order to publicise it. 
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3.5 THE CHOIR 

 

There is a Benefice Choir of about 15 regular singers with members from Byfield, Boddington and 

Eydon parishes.   Under the leadership of a musical director, they meet weekly to practice hymns 

and anthems.  They are available for services at any church in the Benefice.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the first Sunday of the month, they sing at the 9.30 Eucharist service at Boddington, on the 

second Sunday of the month they sing at the 11am Eucharist service at Byfield.  They also sing at all 

Benefice services. 

 

A small music group, formed of volunteers from each parish is also available.   
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3.6  BELL RINGING   

 

There are active home-grown bands of ringers at Holy Cross, Byfield, St John the Baptist, 

Boddington, and St Nicholas, Eydon. 

 

Aston Le Walls: These bells are fixed to a steel frame and 

are not capable of full-circle ringing.  The condition of the 3 

striking bells is unknown.  They are rung by striking with a 

mechanical hammer from the ground floor using an 

Ellacombe Chiming Apparatus so consequently are not 

affiliated to any ringing guild. 

 

Boddington: Ringers belong to Culworth Branch of the 

Peterborough Guild.  The bell tower and 6 bells were 

restored and repaired in the early 2000s and are currently 

in a good state of repair.  The ringing chamber is on the 

ground floor and practice takes place on Monday evening. 

 

 

 

Byfield: Ringers belong to Daventry 

Branch of the Peterborough Guild.  The 

8 bells were last restored and rehung in 

1995.  All bells are in a good state of 

repair.  The ringing chamber is up in the 

tower and accessed via spiral stone 

steps.  The band has 8 regular members 

including 2 young learners. Practice 

takes place on Friday evenings. 

 

Woodford Halse: Ringers belong to 

Culworth Branch of the Peterborough 

Guild.  The bells were last restored and 

rehung in 1975 when they were increased from 5 to 6 bells.  A condition assessment was carried 

out in April 2019 by members of the Culworth Branch of Ringers who assessed that the overall 

condition was good but some minor repairs were needed.  The bell chamber was cleaned in Feb 

2020 and further minor repairs carried out.  The ringing chamber is up in the tower and accessed 

via steel steps and a trap door.  Practice takes place on a fortnightly basis on Thursday evenings and 

are run by the Culworth Branch of Ringers with members coming from many surrounding villages. 

Responsibility for maintenance and the ringing of the bells, on behalf of the churchwardens and for 

the benefit of the Culworth Branch of Ringers, is carried out by the Eydon tower captain. 
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3.7 POPULATION FIGURES   

 

The population data has been gathered from the 2011 Census.  Since then, there have been changes in the 

figures for Woodford Halse as a large new housing development was built in 2015-2017 

 

CHURCH SUMMARY 2019 

 
ASTON LE 

WALLS 
BODDINGTON BYFIELD EYDON 

WOODFORD 

HALSE 

POPULATION 334 700 1277 425 3671 

ELECTORAL ROLL 

Nos 
13 25 48 25 38 

 

 

 

3.8 LOCAL PUBLICITY AND PUBLICATIONS 

Church activities are communicated throughout the parishes in the following village publications: 

 
Website - http://fivewaysbenefice.churchdesk.com/ 
 

Twitter - https://twitter.com/5_churches 
 
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/5WaysChurches 
 

Aston le Walls Boddington Byfield Eydon Woodford Halse 

Village News 

Bi-Monthly 

Boddington Bugle 

Bi-Monthly 

The Byword 

Bi-Monthly 

In Village News 

Monthly 

What’s on in 

Woodford 

Monthly 

 

Woodford cum 

Membris website: 

The Village Signpost 

FaceBook 

Aston le Walls 

Village News 

FaceBook 

Boddington News 

 

FaceBook 

Byfield Community; 

Byfield Parish Council; 

Byfield Medical 

Centre; 

FaceBook 

Eydon Community 

Page 

FaceBook 

Woodford Halse 

Community 

 

➢ Additionally church service times and activities are advertised in the local press: The Daventry 

Express and the Banbury Guardian.    

➢ Church events are also advertised on local Facebook sites. 

➢ All the churches are listed on ‘A Church Near you’ website. 

➢ All churches are linked with Church Desk. 

 

http://fivewaysbenefice.churchdesk.com/
https://twitter.com/5_churches
https://www.facebook.com/5WaysChurches
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3.9 BENEFICE FINANCIAL SUMMARY 2022 

The Benefice is suffering financially.  Of the five parishes, Aston le Walls, Byfield and Eydon paid 

their Parish Share in full in 2019.  It is unlikely that either Boddington or Woodford Halse will be able 

to pay their full Parish Share in 2022. 

 

Total Benefice Parish Share for 2022: £72,753 

The Parish Share, Rector’s and other expenses are split as follows: 

Aston le Walls – 12% 

Boddington – 18% 

Byfield – 24.5% 

Eydon – 18% 

Woodford Halse – 27.5% 

 
 

Aston le 
Walls 

Boddington Byfield Eydon 
Woodford 

Halse 

Number on electoral 
roll 

13 25 38 26 40  

Percentage of Parish 
Share paid in 2021 

100% 78.41% 100% 100% 
 

25%  

Number of planned 
givers (PGS and others) 

7 14 22 8 9 

Stewardship and 
planned giving in 2021 

£4,220 £8,034 £16,007 £3190 £4,556 

Gift Aid recovered £3,850. £1,986 £7058 £2124 £4,692 

Income in 2021 £15,251 £28,569 £48,383 £17,666 £16,000 

Expenditure in 2021 £46,878 £29,133 £49,088 £17,813 £16,214 
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4.1.1   Aston le Walls  -  The Village 

 

Aston le Walls is the smallest of the five villages in the Fiveways Benefice with a population of about 

350.  It lies at the very corner of South West Northamptonshire and is a small rural community.  

Many families have lived here for generations, almost everyone lives here full time, with very few 

weekenders.   

It is a busy and happy village with a good mixture of 

ages and backgrounds.  There is no shop, public 

house or post-office; however, there is a very active 

Village Hall which is used for a variety of activities 

and meetings.  The village hosts a very successful 

Annual Fete, which raises about £3,000 for the 

church and a very popular Scarecrow Weekend in 

early July which attracts visitors from all around the 

area.   

 

The Village Hall hosts a very popular Film Club, 

monthly Drop In Coffee Morning, Fruit and Flower 

show, Harvest Supper, St George’s Day lunch and 

quiz nights.  There are regular Pilates and yoga 

classes.  The Parish Council hold their monthly 

meetings in the hall.   

 

 

 

 

There is a Book Swap service in the church which villagers can 

access during the day.  All village events are noted on the 

local website which is updated regularly. 

 

Aston le Walls is the home of an internationally renowned 

riding and dressage centre at Washbrook Farm.  This is the 

home of British Eventing and runs horse trials at all levels 

from senior to Pony Club camps.   

 

There is also ‘The Daisy Bank’ Pocket Park.  It is a lovely area 

with a mown path all around the park which is surrounded  

 

by mixed hedgerows, mature trees and lots of brambles.  There are places just to sit and enjoy the 

wildlife, tables and benches for picnics, swings and lots of areas for children to run around. 
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4.1.2   Aston le Walls  -  St Leonard’s Church 

 

St Leonard’s is a Grade 1 listed building, believed to have been built in 1240.  The West Tower is the 

oldest part of the church, dating from the 13th century.  The first Rector was recorded in 1259.  The 

Register of Baptisms and Burials goes back to 1540 and the Marriage Register to 1558.  The Piers, 

Nave and Tower Arch are Norman and the Iron work on the Aumbry Door in the Sanctuary is about 600 

years old.  The Font is Norman but the wooden cover was made in 1991.  The three bells are dated 1592, 

1608 and 1649.  Two were recast by T Bone, Bellfounder, in 1938.  The organ is a very fine example of the 

work of Atterton’s of Leighton Buzzard, and dates 

from 1881/2.  The clock in the tower was built by 

Thomas Williams of Kings Sutton in 1747. 

 

The silver communion cup is dated 1682 and the 

silver paten 1713.  This was given by Edmund Adams, 

Grandson of Simon Adams, Rector of this parish from 

1628 until his death in August 1673 and he lies buried 

in the Chancel.  It is dedicated for the use of the Parish 

of Aston le Walls in the County of Northampton. 

 

The church is rarely used for community events as 

there are no lavatory facilities.  However, the 

Village Hall, which is only 200 yards from the 

church, has both toilet and kitchen facilities and 

therefore the installation of these amenities in the 

church is of low priority.  Despite the lack of 

amenities concerts are held in the church.  In recent 

years the King’s Men from King’s College 

Cambridge have performed; these popular concerts 

usually sell out of tickets very rapidly.  

 

Aston le Walls  -  Church Services  

 

There are currently 13 people listed on the Electoral Register.  The average Sunday attendance is 11 

although this varies considerably for the special services and the Benefice services.  Following the 

9.30 am Sunday services coffee and refreshments are provided by the parishioners.  The church has 

a very hardworking team of cleaners and flower arrangers and St Leonard’s has always been known 

for being welcoming and kept to a very high standard.  It is always open during the day and it is 

frequently used by villagers and visitors as a place of peace and quiet even though they may not 

come to formal worship. 
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Aston le Walls  -  PCC and Finance 

 

The PCC has a Secretary/Treasurer, two Churchwardens and one other member who work hard to 

maintain the efficiency of the church and its environs.  The last Quinquennial Report in the summer 

of 2019 listed a number of repairs and renovations and all of the priority 1 & 2 repairs have recently 

been completed at a cost of c£40,000. Over the past ten years we have spent over £280,000 on 

repairs & renovations.  None of this could have been carried out without the strong local affection 

for this ancient church, nor without successfully securing a significant number of charity grants..  

However, along with many rural churches, the regard for the building is not reflected in the numbers 

attending Sunday services.  Every year the Parish Share costs have been met and we fully expect to 

pay the 2023 amount in full. 

 

Aston le Walls  -  Ecumenical links 

 

The village has two churches, one at either end of Main Street: The Parish Church of St Leonard and 

the Roman Catholic Church of The Sacred Heart.   There are very close relations with between the 

two churches and their congregations; there are several ecumenical services held through the year.  

There is the Palm Sunday procession for the Benefice; additionally Harvest Festival, Advent Carols 

and Walking Nativity services are held together. 

  

4.1.3   Aston le Walls  -  The school 

 

St Mary’s Roman Catholic Primary School is popular and known locally for its strong Christian ethic.   

 

 

 

The staff set consistently high standards in all that they do and ensure St Mary’s is a place where 

they help to make long-lasting memories.  They also have strong links with the Northamptonshire 

Schools’ Music Service and the Chenderit Sports Partnership.  This helps to provide an extended and 

rich educational experience for their pupils. 
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4.2.1   Boddington  -  The Village   

 

The Parish of Boddington consists of two villages, Upper Boddington and Lower Boddington; 

hereafter referred to as the village.  The 2011 census recorded a combined population of 700.  The 

population of the village has fluctuated over the years: in 1801, it was recorded at 476, but rose 

steadily to 926 in 1851.  By 1901, it had reduced to 487, the fall probably due to the poor wages and 

conditions of the farm labourers.  

 

At the time of the Domesday Book Boddington had two major landowners, the Count of Mortain, 

half-brother to William the Conqueror, and Earl Hugh, William’s nephew.  By the 12th Century, the 

land had passed to the Fee of Chester and the Fee of Lincoln.  The separate common fields were 

joined and enclosed by Act of Parliament in 1758.  In the early 16th Century, the Lord of the Manor 

was a courtier to Henry VIII who arranged the marriage of William Spencer of Wormleighton who 

was an ancestor of the Earl of Sunderland and Diana, Princess of Wales.  

 

The village is set in rolling rural countryside.  

Although farming used to be the mainstay 

occupation of the village and remains at its heart, 

many villagers commute to the local towns for work.  

The village, however, has an ageing population. 

 

 

 

 

 

The village has a well-used village hall which was built 18 

years ago and is the focal point of village events.  It hosts 

many activities, from exercise classes to a thriving 

Women’s Institute group.  It is also used for a variety of 

sports and activities groups including Short Mat Bowls, 

and Ballet classes.  There is a well-attended monthly 

Film Night, at which recent film releases are shown. 

There is also a children’s film club held monthly on 

Sunday afternoon.  The village hall has become an 

excellent venue for large parties, wedding receptions and the Annual Dinner Dance.  Parish Council 

meetings, where the public are welcomed, are held there.  There are a wide range of sports and 

recreation groups within the village.  As there is no shop in the village a temporary Post Office opens 

in the Village Hall twice weekly, on Tuesday and Friday.  This coincides on Friday  
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mornings with a café in the hall which is very well attended.  The village also boasts an excellent 

vehicle repairs garage and two friendly public houses. Outside the Village Hall there is a large 

recreation ground which is the venue for the village Bonfire Night celebrations and an annual fete.  

There is also an outstanding children’s play park which was financed by HS2.  The HS2 railway is 

currently being built within a few hundred yards of Lower Boddington and is likely to cause 

disruption for many years to come.  

 

There is a local directory, the Boddington Book, which is reproduced every 10 years, containing the 

contact details for the whole village and valuable information for local services. 

4.2.2   Boddington  -  The Church of St John the Baptist 

 

The hill-top church, dedicated to St John the 

Baptist, dominates the village and is visible for 

several miles around.  It dates from the 13th 

Century and displays three styles of architecture: 

Early English, Decorated and Perpendicular, the 

tower being an example of the latter.  Interesting 

external features of the church include the corbel 

course with weathered carvings and a faint 

sundial above the porch.   

  

Inside the church, a particular treasure is the dug-

out chest, carved from a single oak and banded 

with iron which is used to store altar furnishings 

and church records.  There are examples of 

church floor tiles dating from 1400 and a notice 

dated 1874 indicating that all seats are now free 

of any charge.   

 

There is a list of Rectors and their sponsors dating back to 1241.  Church records date from 1558, 

the oldest of which are stored in the Records office at Wootton Hall, Northampton.   

 

The churchyard is cared for by a small group of volunteers.  It received a gold award from the 

Northamptonshire Churchyard Conservation Award scheme in 2022, as well as winning the 

churchyard of the year award.  A “bee hotel” has been constructed under the north wall, and will 

continue to develop through the years.  A number of bird boxes are present in the churchyard, and 

the church itself continues to provide sanctuary for nesting swifts as well as bats.  Several bushes of 

wild privet and mahonia have been planted next to the north wall and a group of three wild cherries 

has replaced a cultivated cherry that recently died.  Areas of the churchyard continue to be managed  
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to encourage the growth of wild flowers, and attract wildlife.  The churchyard is generally managed 

to provide an area for peaceful contemplation.  

 

The church is kept open during daylight hours throughout the year.  There is a leaflet for visitors 

outlining the interesting aspects of the church and its environs. 

 

The main churchyard was closed in 2016, when its care was handed over to the local Parish Council.  

There is a small extended burial area which was consecrated in 2017 and should last for at least 20 

more years.  

 

The bell tower and the six bells were refurbished in 2010.  The oldest of the bells dates from 1621, 

with other bells added later; the newest bell was added as part of the recent refurbishment.  The 

bells are rung before most services.  

 

Boddington  -  Church Services 

 

Services are held in church on at least 3 Sundays in the month; the 4th Sunday being a Benefice 

service.  Details of the service pattern is described in the Benefice Profile.  In common with many 

rural churches the strong village support for the church building is not reflected in attendance at 

services; average Sunday attendance at services remains at 14.  On special Sundays: Mothering 

Sunday, Harvest, Remembrance Sunday and the Carol Service are very well attended.   

 

There are very few churchgoers under the age of 70.  The same group of people have been running 

the church for the last 10-15 years, are now almost all over 70 with several over 80.  The PCC believe 

that this is not sustainable in the long term.  A recent survey of villagers produced only 25 responses, 

none of which were new churchgoers or people prepared to help run the church.  Reluctantly the 

PCC has come to the conclusion that they initiate the closure of the church building as a place of 

public worship; the application was forwarded to the Archdeacon in November 2022.   

 

Boddington  -  The PCC and Finance 

 

The PCC is led by a sole churchwarden with 5 active members.  The PCC meet several times a year 

as the need arises.   The Quinquennial report of 2019 found no major faults with the building and 

only a few minor issues needing immediate attention. 

 

In the past few years, the PCC has worked hard to raise the profile of the church.  Fundraising is an 

ongoing effort for the church.  In 2010 the refurbishment of the Bells and Bell Tower was completed 

at a cost of £120K which included a grant of £40K from English Heritage and donations from many 

other charities.  The old pipe organ was replaced with a digital church organ in 2012; in 2014 several 

Victorian pine pews from the rear of the church were removed and sold to create a social area; in 

2016 an Eco Loo was installed in the churchyard as there is no water supply to the church.  Most 
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recently, many of the windows and their surrounding fragile masonry have been restored.  The 

project began in 2017 and was completed in 2020.  It was funded by grants and a few major  

 

donations as well as many fundraising events.  None of the above projects could have been 

completed without goodwill from the village.   

 

Financially the church is facing some difficulties with a decreasing and ageing congregation.  It has 

failed to pay the full Parish Share for the past four years and is unlikely to fulfil its obligation in the 

near future.  The Planned Giving Scheme has been used to good effect and the new Direct Debit 

scheme, started in 2020 is now well supported.  

 

Details of the parish finances are listed in the Benefice Profile. 

 

Boddington  -  Ecumenical Links 

 

The church has strong links with the Methodists in Woodford Halse and the Roman Catholics in 

Aston le Walls.  The congregation join several ecumenical services in the Benefice during the year.  

Until 2018 there was a Methodist Church in the village and many joint services were held.  Since its 

closure some of the Methodist congregation now attend the parish church services.    
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4.2.3   Boddington  -  The School 

 

The small village Primary School is a Church of England Voluntary Controlled School situated in 

Upper Boddington.   

 

Boddington Primary School is federated 

with Culworth Primary School.  They work 

together to provide a solid education for the 

children of their communities.  Together, they 

are also a part of ‘The Evolve Church Academy 

Trust’, comprised of 4 primary schools located in 

the South Northamptonshire area.  The school 

caters for children aged between 4 and 11 years 

old.  Pupils are drawn mainly from the villages 

of Upper and Lower Boddington.   

  

The main school building is approximately 125 years old and is complemented by the addition of 

recently completed extensions which include a multi-purpose hall and separate ICT suite.   

 

There are three main class rooms, a sizable and adaptable group and activities room, along with 

staff and administration facilities.  All classrooms benefit from the use of interactive technology.   

  

The village playing field is used on a regular basis for sports activities throughout the school year.  

Grounds to the front and rear of the school building are currently undergoing development to 

promote imaginative teaching and learning.  

  

The outgoing Rector was a Governor of the school and took both lessons and assemblies.  The school 

and church have a close relationship.  The school holds its own Harvest Festival, Remembrance 

service and Nativity and Christingle services in the church for the children and their parents.  The 

school has an active Parent Teachers Association, the parents and the community provide invaluable 

input to the school, which helps the school provide a balanced and relevant education.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.culworthschool.org/
https://www.facebook.com/410697909122108/photos/p.1183771505148074/1183771505148074/
http://www.boddingtonschool.org/
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4.3.1   Byfield  -  The Village 

 

Byfield is an attractive vibrant village of approximately 1300 inhabitants which is situated on the 

A361 midway between Banbury and Daventry.  The village is a very good example of the ‘old’ 

meeting the ‘new’, both in types of housing and social mix.  Stone cottages mingle happily with  

newly built properties and what was once a council estate is now largely privately owned.  

 

Byfield has always been an active village with many shops and craftsmen.  Older residents can 

remember many dairy herds around the village, a railway link to Northampton, Stratford-upon-Avon 

and London, and ironstone workings, which all provided work for the local people.  The many shops 

and tradesmen have now been replaced by a single Co-op and petrol station. There was a cattle 

market held in the village which brought many local farmers to the village and having concluded 

business they had a choice of five public houses before making their way home.  However, many of 

these features have now disappeared.  The history of Byfield has been preserved in the form of a 

Photo Museum which has nearly five thousand pictures of the places and people in the village.  

Exhibition days of these photos and postcards are very popular as has the sale of tea towels and 

calendars featuring some of the images. 

 

There are still some people in the village who have spent their whole lives here apart from short 

times during WWII or doing National Service.  During the war years there was a prisoner of war 

camp on the edge of the village where POW Italians worked on the farms and attended social events.  

Some families within the village can trace back their roots in the locality for generations while others 

are ‘newcomers’, some commuting and some working locally.  All this results in a fairly dynamic mix 

where the traditional is proudly sustained, but the influx of new ideas stops stagnation and aids 

progress.   

 

Byfield is on an excellent bus route with buses going hourly to the local towns.  However, much of 

what is needed for a good social and recreational life is situated within the village itself.   
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Byfield has a medical centre which supports several of the local villages.  It also has a large village 

hall which runs many social activities.  There is a petrol station, and a vehicle repairs garage, 

convenience grocery store with Post Office and a public house. 

 

Most interests and age groups are catered for within the village.  The Brightwell Field, in the centre 

of the village, caters for football, cricket, tennis and bowls.  It also has a recently renovated 

adventure playground providing free entertainment for many local families.  As well as sports group 

there are many interest groups in the village including: W.I., Adult Education Courses, Men’s 

Breakfast Club, Tuesday Club for Seniors, Mother and Toddler Group, Art Class, Keep Fit, Community 

Choir, Royal British Legion, PTA, Yoga, Beavers, Cubs and Scouts.  More details can be found on the 

village Parish Council web site http://www.byfield-pc.gov.uk/. 

 

 

4.3.2   Byfield  -  The Church of the Holy Cross 

 

Holy Cross Church is a prominent structure in the landscape with its 140 ft tower.  It stands in the 

older part of the village, looking out over the playing field and is particularly attractive in springtime 

when surrounded by myriad blossoms and daffodils; which are added to each year by church 

members and Byfield Beavers.  The churchyard is now 

closed for burials, the new burial ground being located a 

few hundred yards away.  Byfield Parish Council is 

responsible for the care and maintenance of the 

churchyard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The present church was built in 1350 to replace one built in 1242 and it is thought that there had 

been a church on this site before then.  It was heavily re-ordered in the 1870s when the balconies 

were removed, the vestry moved and a Speechley organ installed to replace the old barrel organ.  

The organ is serviced annually which has highlighted the need for some drastic cleaning which is 

under consideration as quotes of up to £50,000 have been given. 

 

 

http://www.byfield-pc.gov.uk/
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Some interesting features include gargoyles and old notices in the porch, beautifully carved pew 

ends and some interesting stained-glass windows, including some by Charles Eamer Kempe who 

was a renowned Victorian designer and manufacturer of stained glass. 

 

The bell tower contains eight bells, rung before most Sunday services and at weddings and funerals.  

The regular band of six ringers meet weekly for practice. 

 

Over the past few years, several improvements have been made to bring the building up to a 

standard suitable for the 21st century.  Initially an efficient heating system and new lighting were 

installed followed by a spacious disabled-friendly toilet, which doubles as a storage area for flower 

arranging equipment.  A servery was constructed to enable the serving of refreshments for the many 

events held in church. 

 

There are now pew cushions on the majority of the pews which are much appreciated by the 

congregation.  There is also a ramp to enable easy wheelchair access to the building and a handrail 

for the north entrance which has three steps.  

 

The church is well cared for and has a children’s corner to keep the younger generation occupied 

and an amplification and loop system to enable all to hear the service with clarity.  The congregants 

are very proud of the church building and work hard to maintain the warm environment for the 

ethos and worship of God. 

 

Members of the congregation and others in the village clean the building on a regular basis and the 

flower arrangers provide beautiful arrangements. 

 

We have an annual maintenance plan which includes checks on the roof, gutters and downpipes at 

least twice a year. 

 

The Quinquennial Inspection report in 2019 noted that it is a well-maintained building, the few faults 

noted have now been rectified.  

 

Byfield  -  Church Services 

 

Service leaders are robed for all services except Café Church, which is led by our Lay Reader.  Each 

Wednesday morning there is a said Common Worship Communion which includes a discussion of 

the day’s Bible readings and our faith.  This service attracts people from around the Benefice; 

attendance is about 6 – 12 people, mainly of the 70+ age group.  Attendance at Sunday services 

varies, usually 25 – 35 with a very wide age range.  Café Church is well established and attracting 

both children and adults and has risen from 20 people to about 35 at present.  Home communion is 

regularly taken to people in the Benefice unable to attend church.  
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There are two organists who play at the sung Eucharist and at services around the Benefice.  At 

informal services, such as Café Church, a musical group of four provides accompaniment and there 

is a supply of instruments for the congregation to join in.   

 

Holy Cross Church is opened daily in daylight hours and many people visit both to look around and 

to make use of the Prayer Corner.  Some also come from far afield (even Australia) to search for 

information about long-lost relatives amongst the many headstones in the large churchyard.  Since 

1945 memorial books with entries about deceased village residents have been available to view in 

the Church. 

 

Byfield  -  PCC and Finance 

 

The PCC consists of two churchwardens, a secretary and treasurer and seven PCC members.  The 

PCC together with other church members organise a sustained programme of events, both to 

further social life in the church and village and to raise funds for the various objectives set to make 

the church a more congenial place for worship.  They have accomplished most of the objectives 

identified as needing to be done in the last Mission Vision exercise, and they continue to build on 

these. 

 

The treasurer is also the Benefice Administrator and provides office support for the Rector.  Other 

duties include distribution of funeral and wedding fees, preparing invoices for benefice expenses, 

supplying church service requirements such as wine and wafers, printing weekly pew sheets and 

service sheets. 

 

The Parish Share costs have been met to date and we expect to pay the 2023 requirement in full.  

The Parish Giving Scheme has recently been established and 24 people have already signed up for 

regular payments.  

 

Byfield  -  Fundraising 

 

Regular fundraising events held throughout the year include Burns Night, afternoon teas, harvest 

supper with auction, and morning coffee events, plant sales, concerts and Christmas Fairs with  
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profits used for enhancing the church and supporting various charities.  All these events are very 

well attended.   

 

One of the main fundraising events that the church holds is the ‘Big Breakfast’ which takes place in 

the village hall monthly between October and April.  The first ‘Big Breakfast’ was held in January 

2009 and since then has made a total of £33,000 profit.  This is an important social event for Byfield 

and surrounding villages when between 100 – 150 customers enjoy an excellent ‘Full English’ to 

meet up with old friends and to make new acquaintances.  A breakfast is £7 for adults and £3 for 

children, each session yielding about £300-400.  Many people new to the village become involved 

as helpers it enables them to integrate into the village. 

 

Byfield  -  Ecumenical Links 

 

The church is responsible for producing the bi-monthly village magazine, the Byword, which is 

delivered free to all homes in the village.  Many organizations in the village, including the Parish 

Council, use it to inform the village of local activities.  The Rector and Lay Reader have a close 

working relationship with the Roman Catholic Priest in Aston le Walls and the Methodist Minister in 

Woodford Halse.  There are several ecumenical services held around the Benefice throughout the 

year.  

 

On Good Friday an ecumenical service is held in 

the village hall which then proceeds to the 

nearby village green where a cross is left for the 

weekend.  

 

The Rector and Churchwardens are members of 

the Byfield Charities Committee which has 

funds for individuals and organisations in the 

village. 

 

On the outskirts of the village is Solden Hill House which is an independent residential home 

providing care and support for adults with learning disabilities.  Some of the residents attend 

services in the church. 

 

The church is also a venue for the village school and other youth organisations to come and hold 

services or just to look and learn about the history of the church and the village.  Additionally other 

organisations such as the local W.I. and bell ringing groups hold services here. 
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4.3.3  Byfield  -  The School 

 

Byfield Primary School was built in 1906.  It has long been proud of its good educational reputation 

and lives up to its motto of ‘Inspire, Challenge, Succeed’.    

 

 

It is a State school under the auspices of 

Stowe Valley Multi-Academy Trust.  

Although it is not a church school, it 

maintains a good working relationship 

with Holy Cross Church.  The school 

currently has 70 pupils who are regularly 

visited by the Lay Reader, and other 

Church representatives who occasionally 

take assemblies.   

 

 

 

There is also a nursery on the same premises which feeds pupils to Byfield School and other local 

schools.  In the Ofsted inspection report dated January 2020 the school was rated ‘Good’ overall, 

and ‘Outstanding’ for the way they provide for the personal development of all pupils. 
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4.4.1   Eydon  -  The Village 

Eydon is a compact village of around 425 people, with many houses built of local ironstone.  Its 

interesting history has been documented in two books written by Syd Tyrell, a local author, and by 

the Eydon Research Group: www.eydonhistoricalresearchgroup.org.  

 

The village has a variety of clubs and societies.  

Local amenities are limited to St Nicholas’ 

church, the Royal Oak pub/restaurant, the 

village hall and the Community Sports Field.  

However, Eydon is seen as a desirable, if 

relatively expensive, place to live, particularly as 

much of it is within a conservation area.  

Changing demographics show that a number of 

people commute quite a distance for work 

because of the ease of access to the major cities 

of London, Birmingham and Oxford via the M1 or 

M40.  There are many who commute to the local 

towns for work and others who – post lockdown – work from home.  There is no school in the village; 

Eydon’s children are served by primary schools in the neighbouring villages of Woodford Halse and 

Culworth, and by secondary schools in Middleton Cheney and Daventry or independent schools in 

the area. 

 

4.4.2   Eydon  -  St Nicholas Church 

 

The Parish Church of St Nicholas in Eydon is 

a fine example of a medieval 

Northamptonshire village church, with parts 

of it dating back to an early Norman 

construction of 1200.   It was significantly 

restored in 1865 and is currently in a good 

state of repair.  The church’s square tower 

houses six well maintained bells and there 

are three local ringers.  

 

St Nicholas’ Church last had its own Rector 

in 1954.  It was subsequently joined with 

Byfield, and then Culworth before the benefice of Woodford Halse with Eydon was formed in 1975.  

In 2011 it joined Fiveways Benefice.  

  

http://www.eydonhistoricalresearchgroup.org/
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The organ is a particularly good example, made by Walker, dating back to 1838.  Although there is 

no longer a regular organist nor a dedicated choir, it is compensated for by the regular use of an 

electronic music hymnal.   

 

Eydon - Church Services 

 

A Parish Communion service is held in the church each month.  A lay-led, family-friendly Café Church 

was established since 2017 and has brought more families into church.  The informal style is 

welcomed by many wedding couples, many from outside the village, who have chosen Crockwell 

Farm as the venue for their reception.  They are encouraged to attend church in Eydon for six 

months before their marriage, enjoying the relaxed style of Café Church.  

 

Special services such as the Carol Service, 

Mothering Sunday, Harvest Festival and 

Remembrance Sunday tend to attract larger 

congregations, including younger people and 

their families.  However, in common with 

many rural parishes, few of these come to 

ordinary services thereafter.  However, 

church events such as the recent flower 

festival are very well supported across the 

village.  A Posada of nativity characters has 

also visited house-to-house around the village 

in recent years. 

 

Eydon - PCC and Finance 

 

The PCC consists of two churchwardens and six members.  The finances of the PCC are essentially 

sound.  The PCC has an endowment fund which provides some income to meet the cost of ongoing 

maintenance.  However, there is a need for regular fundraising activities as well as regular giving to 

meet church running costs. The majority of this is gift aided.  The PCC meet our proportion of the 

benefice parish share in full annually. 

 

The PCC arranges events such as the village fete, coffee mornings and concerts, not only to raise 

money for the church, but also to provide opportunities for members of the local community to get 

together.  The annual Snowdrop Teas in mid-February is very popular, as is the Plant Sale held in May.  

The main annual fund raiser is the village fete run by representatives of the village hall, the church 

and the sports field, raising funds for all three organisations.   

Together with annual collections charities such as Christian Aid and Tear Fund, the PCC has a St 

Nicholas Crisis Fund, enabling it to respond immediately to worldwide disaster appeals; in the last 

five years over £1000 has been donated through this, receiving our Lord’s blessing in return.   
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4.5.1   Woodford Halse  -  The Village   

 

Woodford Halse is the largest of the five villages in the Benefice with a population of about 4,500.  

Originally it was a typical agricultural village like many in the area.  However, in 1899 the Great 

Central Railway opened its main line from 

Nottingham Victoria to London 

Marylebone.  They established a new 

station called Woodford & Hinton, a four-

way railway junction, a major locomotive 

depot and extensive marshalling yards on 

the outskirts of the village.  Several rows 

of terraced houses for railway workers 

were built, together with a street of 

shops.  Early in the 20th century it grew to 

become an important railway hub; older 

members of the village still remember 

the closing of the railway station and the 

marshalling yards in 1966.  since then, the village has expanded with several new estates.  The 

District Council has designated several parts of the village, including zones near the church, as 

special conservation areas with the aim of protecting the special features of the village. 

 

Woodford Halse has a diverse population which gives it a different character to the other, more 

rural, villages in the Benefice.  There is a good range of shops, including a Co-op and a Post Office 

housed in the chemist shop, a couple of small takeaway outlets and a veterinary practice.  There is 

also an industrial estate which is a valued source of local employment.   There is no medical centre 

in the village, the nearest being in Byfield.  

 

In June the shops organise a street fair which includes a Village Regatta on the main streets.  Two- 

and four-man crafts are created and participants race round the village in ‘boats’.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nottingham_Victoria_railway_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marylebone_railway_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marylebone_railway_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodford_Halse_railway_station
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The village has two community halls:  The Dryden Hall, which used to be the old village school 

building, is situated adjacent to the church and also houses the library and cafe; The Memorial Hall, 

opposite the row of shops, was refurbished recently.  It has disabled access and is available for hire 

for functions.  The Halls are used by the many clubs around the village: Yoga, Cubs, Beavers, Scouts, 

Women’s Institute, History Society, Gardeners’ Club, Railway Enthusiast, Outdoor Bowls, Toddler 

groups.  The Sports Club is on the 

outskirts of the village; it has a 

cricket club, football ground, bowls 

club and includes a hall available for 

hire. 

 

There is one public house, The Fleur 

de Lys, in the older part of the 

Woodford, and the old 

Railwaymen’s Club, which is now the 

village Social Club and provides a 

large space for entertainment. 

 

The village has expanded in recent years with the building of a large housing estate.  This has 

resulted in a rapidly growing community of young families.  Reaching out to these new families is 

very important. 

 

 

4.5.2   Woodford Halse  -  The Church of St Mary the Virgin

 

The Church of St Mary the Virgin 

stands in the original village.  There 

are records dating back to the 12th 

century, when it served as the centre 

of village life.   It is built of rich golden 

brown local stone and one enters it 

through a 12th century doorway.  The 

13th and 14th centuries saw the 

addition of the north and south 

arcades. 

 

In the late 16th and 17th centuries 

religion was at a low ebb throughout 

the country following the reformation and the dissolution of the monasteries.  Evidence shows that 

in the Church Surveys of 1631-1637 the church was allowed to fall into disrepair.   
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The church underwent major restoration in 1878.  Medieval features, like the 12th Century main 

doorway and the 13th and 14th Century nave arcades, were sensitively reinstated.  

 

An extension was added on the north side of the Church in the 1990’s; providing a level entrance 

and wheelchair access.  The extension includes a toilet, kitchen, and storage facilities.  Pews have 

been removed from the back area of the church to make flexible space for Café Church and other 

events.       

 

In the last 5 years the nave has been re-roofed, side aisle roofs have been repaired and a new 

heating system has been installed.   

 

Woodford Halse  -  Church Services  

 

Café Church services have been established monthly as a more informal family-friendly service.    

There is also a service of holy communion each month and St. Mary’s joins the rest of the Benefice 

on the 4th Sunday.  There is fine old traditional organ and also a music group which plays for Sunday 

services.  The Complete Anglican Hymns Old and New book is generally used for services. 

 

Special services, including Harvest Festival, Remembrance Sunday, Carol and Crib Service on 

Christmas Eve and Mothering Sunday are well attended.  The school children have their own Harvest 

Festival service in St Mary’s when they bring produce which is then distributed to the local food 

bank and community larder.  The school also holds a very popular Christingle service in the church.  

 

Woodford Halse  -  PCC and Finances  

 

The PCC consists of one Churchwarden and six members who meet regularly.  They are concerned 

to maintain and improve on their present fundraising efforts. 

 

St Mary’s has been struggling financially in recent years as reserves have diminished.  There 

continues to be a need to encourage stewardship and improve regular giving in the years ahead.  

The full Parish Share has not been paid in the past four years.  The next Quinquennial inspection is 

in 2024 but no major works are anticipated. 

 

Woodford Halse  -  Ecumenical Links 

 

There are strong links with the local Methodist Church and each month the combined churches hold 

a free coffee morning.  People are encouraged to come along, have a chat, a cup of coffee, 

homemade cake and biscuits.  Both churches are involved with school assemblies.  The World Day 

of Prayer is organised by an ecumenical group of Anglicans, Methodists and Roman Catholics.  

Special services such as Mothering Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Remembrance Day 

are shared to benefit the community as a whole. 
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4.5.3   Woodford Halse  -  The School  

 

Woodford Halse CE Academy is part of an Innovative Multi Academy Trust (iMAT) with 3 other 

schools.  The school is set in a stunning 

landscape of 11 acres with large fields and 

wooded areas at its disposal.   

 

A school has stood in this village for over 150 

years thanks to the work of the Church of 

England over many centuries to offer 

education to all.   It is a Voluntary Controlled C of E school, which means that the Church of England 

has a formal role in ensuring that our school runs in line with their aims and principles, as well as 

those of the government.  The incumbent is a school governor.  It works closely with the local 

community and is very fortunate to have excellent links with both the Church of England church and 

the local Hinton Methodist church.  The school comes to church each term and weekly assemblies 

are led by the incumbent. 

 

Woodford Halse C of E Primary Academy is a school 

filled with opportunity.  This has been key to 

developing the vision and values to prepare children 

to be ready, resilient and respectful.   The school 

wants children to have grown in their faith and 

themselves and the wider world and respect the 

planet. 

 

There are currently over 250 pupils from the age of 3 

to 11.    The school occupies a site which is one of the largest in the county and makes great use of 

it hosting an annual cross country which is attended by more than 30 schools.  There is an outdoor 

swimming pool and a large wooded area to house the forest school throughout the year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


