
Priest-in-Charge 
of the United 
Benefice of Beeley 
and Edensor on the 
Chatsworth Estate.



We are looking for a 
priest who will be:

Welcome and thank you 
for reading our profile.

We are delighted that you are considering the position 
of Priest-in-Charge of our Benefice. Our parishes are 
situated in the most glorious countryside in and around 
the Chatsworth estate and rolling Derbyshire hills. If 
you are excited by this unique opportunity to work in 
attractive villages and interact with visitors from across 
the world, then this could be the place for you!

• An effective communicator of the Gospel,  
in and beyond the churches

• A compassionate and discreet listener

• An active presence in our parishes, in the 
Chatsworth Estate, and in our Church 
School

• Our guide in our mission of outreach  
to our many visitors

• A strong support to our lay leadership

We hope that this profile gives you an enticing 
glimpse into our spiritual and cultural lives 
which we are keen to develop. 

Could you lead us? Come and meet us  
– a warm welcome awaits.
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Profile for Priest in Charge 
The Churches of St Anne and 
St Peter The United Benefice 
of Beeley and Edensor in the 
Chatsworth Estate.

This profile has been prepared by the 
Church Wardens of the two parishes in 
the Benefice and agreed by the PCCs.

The former incumbent has retired after 9 
years of excellent service in the post and we 
are seeking a new incumbent to take over the 
responsibilities that our Benefice requires.

This is an exciting role as the new incumbent 
will be maintaining and developing an 
appropriate relationship with the wider 
Chatsworth Estate and the Cavendish family as 
well as being a Parish Priest to the communities 
within the Benefice. Integrity and tact are vital, 
as is the ability to interact with people from all 
walks of life.

This is a very special place at the heart of the 
Chatsworth Estate in Derbyshire’s glorious 
Peak District National Park. We are hoping, 
with God’s guidance, to discern a new Priest in 
Charge who will lead us with enthusiasm and 
energy whilst upholding a traditional approach 
for all members of the parishes as well as 
developing a strong outreach project across 
the wider estate.
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As Patron of the Benefice of St Peter’s and St Anne’s I am delighted 
that you are interested in the possibility of applying for this vacancy. 
The churches are at the hearts of the neighbouring villages of 
Edensor and Beeley and both play an important part in the life’s of 
the surrounding communities. 

Thanks to a number of historically interesting tombstones, the 
churchyard at Edensor is much visited by tourists from far and wide 
which also created wonderful opportunities to spread the Christian 
message to this transient audience. Both the communities of Beeley 
and of Edensor are very welcoming to new residents as well as to 
visitors in general and I have no doubt that the new incumbent will 
be made very at home from their day of arrival.

This is a unique post and one that can give great joy in ministerial 
service. Located in a privileged area at the heart of the Chatsworth 
estate and Peak District. The churches are home to faithful 
congregations, as well as attracting large amounts of visitors. For 
an enthusiastic priest who has a pastoral heart, can think creatively 
to reach out in new ways, this would be an exciting and enriching 
opportunity. 

There is much potential for engagement with Chatsworth house, 
young people through the schools, and wider community activities 
particularly in the villages of Edensor, Pilsley and Beeley. We are 
seeking a leader who will grow these churches and build on existing 
connections as well as broaden horizons that are pivotal for future 
collaboration within the wider area and deanery. 

For the person God is calling to this post you will find a great 
willingness and energy to look outward, to build on aspirations and 
seek to grow the church through generous faith, courageous hope 
and life-giving love.

So, do read on, and if you would like an informal conversation, 
please contact Ellie.ballard@derby.anglican.org PA to the 
Archdeacon of Peak and Dales or call 01332388675

From the Duke 
of Devonshire:

Archdeacon of 
Derbyshire Peak 
and Dales,  
The Venerable 
Carol Coslett
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Beeley and Edensor, with its strong ties to Chatsworth is a 
wonderful and distinctive place to live and minister in. Here you 
will find commitment and support from those both within the 
church and those outside. It is a wonderful contrast of two small 
communities and millions of visitors. In the same way the ministry 
has the potential to be varied; with a deep attachment to tradition, 
a willingness to try new things and opportunities to minster to many. 
This is a great opportunity for the right person of vision, drive and 
sensitivity. 

In return we are building a deanery that is welcoming, supportive 
and has opportunity to contribute and serve, where you will be 
supported and sustained by collegiate relationships and a shared 
sense of mutual support and participation. There is the need for 
us all as priests and leaders to be creative and courageous yet able 
to exercise leadership with sensitivity, recognising that the journey 
ahead will need careful navigation and respect for all contexts and 
diversity. 

The Deanery has a large rural component so you will be with 
people who understand the joys and challenges of rural ministry.

Mike Gilbert, 
Area Dean
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Our mission is  
Community Outreach

We will:

Cherish and grow our congregations by offering a 
welcome and safe place and discipleship to our many 
visitors and to those who participate in occasional 
offices.

Maintain our links with those who can no longer attend 
church services.

Develop the mission opportunities provided by our links 
with the Chatsworth Estate and its events and visitors.

Support and encourage the young people attending our 
Church School.

Continue to communicate using a variety of online and 
social media means with people who do not attend 
services regularly but are clearly engaging with the 
Christian message.

Foster our links with other local parishes and 
organisations outside our immediate community, like 
those with the Padley Centre for the homeless in Derby.
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The Peak Deanery The Parish lies in the Peak Deanery which 
consists of 22 Benefices. The Venerable Carol 
Coslett is the Archdeacon of Derbyshire Peak 
and Dales.

The Parishes of St Peter’s and St Anne’s are 
situated within easy distance of the thriving 
market town of Bakewell, and also of Buxton, 
Chesterfield, Matlock and Sheffield.

Edensor  
& Beeley
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Beeley, Edensor, 
Pilsley & Chatsworth

These civil parishes lie in the heart of the Peak District. 
Since the sixteenth century the Cavendish family has 
played a huge part in the life of the area, and this is no 
less true today. 

The life of the parishes within the Estate is interwoven 
through the shared interests of school, work, 
community and Church, with Chatsworth itself central 
to that, both as a working agricultural Estate and as 
an international tourist attraction welcoming around 
620,000 visitors a year to its paying attractions. Many 
more than that come to enjoy the 1,200 acres of 
parkland surrounding the House and gardens.

Chatsworth
Chatsworth has been the family home of the 
Cavendish family since 1549 when the old medieval 
manor of Chettesourde was bought by William 
Cavendish and his wife, Bess of Hardwick.

Chatsworth hosts many events throughout the year 
including an international three-day Horse Trial event, 
the Country Fair and Christmas Markets. There are 
regular art exhibitions in The House, gardens and 
parkland, most recently.

The Emperor Lake and Fountain.
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The Parish of  
St. Peter, Edensor

Edensor
Edensor Tea Rooms is now a popular haunt  
for locals and visitors, including walkers on  
their way through the village to the thriving 
market town of Bakewell.

Edensor viewed from 
The Crobs

St Peter’s from Edensor LaneThe Crobs from the North 
Steps of St Peter’s

The village of Edensor nestles within a gated and 
walled enclosure in Chatsworth Park and provides 
accommodation in forty-eight dwellings, primarily  
for Chatsworth staff and pensioners.
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The Cavendish Hall stands outside the village 
of Edensor on the main road and houses 
the Estate Offices for Chatsworth, and the 
Cavendish Club. The Club is a social club for 
workers, pensioners, tenants, and members of 
the varied sporting clubs associated with the 
Estate. It provides excellent meals and a wide 
range of beverages.

Sporting facilities include darts, billiards, a 
swimming pool, golf course, tennis court, 
bowling green, beauty salon, and gymnasium.

A large hall attached to the Club is used by a 
wide range of external clubs and societies on a 
regular basis for fund-raising activities, concerts, 
fitness clubs, antique fairs and the annual 
Chatsworth Horticultural and Produce Show.

A cluster of properties close to The Estate 
Office and Cavendish Hall comprises Teapot 
Row and the Estate Office.

Dunsa consists of six houses and farm buildings. 
The farm buildings are used as lambing sheds 
for the Estate and for overwintering the Estate 
cattle, supplying meat to the Chatsworth Farm 
Shop at Pilsley. 

Teapot Row, Dunsa  
and Cunnery Barn

Calton Lees is situated at the southern end of 
Chatsworth Park, tucked behind the thriving 
garden centre which was opened in 1983.

There has been a settlement at Calton 
Lees since medieval times, and it was first 
documented in 1205. There are five stone-
built dwellings in the hamlet, two houses 
further up the mile-long track to Calton 
Houses and two holiday let properties.

Calton Lees The Cavendish Hall
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Pilsley is part of the ecclesiastical parish of 
Edensor. The present Post Office and village 
shop plays a key role within the life of the 
village and has been a lifeline for many older 
inhabitants, especially during the pandemic. 
Holly Cottage (part of the Post Office / 
shop) provides excellent bed and breakfast 
accommodation. Broomes Barns houses 
individual businesses, including interior décor,  
an artist’s studio and a wedding dress designer.

The award-winning Devonshire Arms offers 
excellent accommodation and meals to visitors 
to the area, whilst the Farm Shop and Café 
enjoy national reputations for high quality 
produce, the Farm Shop having secured many 
prestigious awards. With a heavy emphasis 
on locally sourced and produced goods, this 
proved to be a vital hub during the recent 
pandemic when deliveries were made to the 
local community.

The Chatsworth Scout Group (the largest 
Group in the Scouting District attracting 
children from all the estate communities and 
beyond) meets in the Scout Hut in Pilsley and 
has thriving Scout, Cub, and Beaver colonies.  
A Squirrel colony has recently been established.

Pilsley

A traditional Well Dressing The attendance of members at St Peter’s annual Services  
of Remembrance has been truly welcomed.
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Pilsley Church of England Voluntary Aided 
Primary School is a thriving Church School 
serving all the communities on, and attracting 
pupils from outside, its Chatsworth Estate 
catchment. The school also offers a nursery.

The incumbent is an Ex-Officio Foundation 
Governor. Foundation Governors (of which 
there are six apart from the incumbent) are 
drawn from all the estate communities and  
five are appointed by the Diocesan Board  
of Education on the recommendation of  
St Peter’s PCC.

Throughout the school the Christian values 
of care, trust and respect are evident and are 
reflected in outstanding relations between the 
children and with adults. The promotion of 

spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 
is very good: the school has been adjudged 
SIAMs ‘Excellent’.

End-of-term school services are held in St 
Peter’s Church and the current incumbent visits 
the school frequently. The children also attend 
services and display their work on a dedicated 
board in St. Anne’s.

To foster the link between St Peter’s and the 
school, St Peter’s PCC provided ‘Harvest 
Hyacinths’, compost and recycled plant pots 
to promote the theme of growth and nurture, 
paralleling nature and faith.

Pilsley CofE School

Pilsley C of E School from the Village Green
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St Peter’s Church,  
Edensor

The Duke of Devonshire is the Patron of St Peter’s 
— a traditional, rural parish church using the Book of 
Common Prayer. It has a vibrant and eclectic worshipping 
community who travel from far afield to be part of a 
congregation valuing excellent Book of Common Prayer 
worship with readings from the King James’ Bible. This is 
something we are extremely keen to maintain, and the 
church has signed up to The Prayer Book Society.

Worship within St Peter’s
There is one Sunday service at 10:45am (the Service at St Anne’s, Beeley, being at 9:30am).

On the third Sunday of the month there is usually a service of Matins, the remaining Sunday 
services being BCP Holy Communion.

Coffee after the serviceMorning service at St Peter’s
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The Advent Carol Service of Light and the 
traditional Christmas Lessons and Carols,  
both with guest choirs, attract many locals  
and visitors alike.

Palm Sunday begins with prayers on the village 
green followed by the procession up to church, 
led by the donkeys Puck and Treacle, as we 
sing ‘All Glory Laud and Honour’.

Special services such as those in Holy Week 
(Compline, Good Friday Devotions, Easter 
Eve) and Ascension Day have been moved 
from the Cavendish Chapel into the main  
body of the church as attendance has grown.

A spot of breakfast on the Green……

…before processing into St Peter’s.

The ‘Bishop’ and his flock!

An annual Sheep Service sees children 
carrying two lambs in procession to the 
altar for blessing. Many local dignitaries and 
representatives of the Longshaw Sheepdog 
Association join villagers and regular 
congregation members for this popular service.
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Service booklets make the regular 
services more accessible for visitors and 
newcomers, whilst bespoke booklets 
are used for special services such as 
Candlemas and baptisms.

The church is a desirable place to marry. 
Wedding couples are expected to attend once 
a month for at least six months, not just on 
Sundays when the Banns are read. As a result, 
they become part of our church community 
and feel very comfortable on their big day. 
Many couples live and work many miles away, 
but it is heartening to see them return when 
back in the area, and to welcome their new 
families for baptism.

The 2022 Lent meetings took a new format. 
Guest speakers were invited to share how 
faith had influenced their lives. These sessions 
proved to be very popular, and we intend to 
invite more speakers in 2023.

Although St Peter’s does not have its own 
choir, the congregation sings the hymns 
and canticles extremely well! The current 
incumbent sings the psalm appointed for the 
day. For special services the organist can call 
upon choral friends or visiting choirs.

The organ is a fine three-manual electronic 
Allen instrument which can easily lead the 
singing of a full church. The original pipe organ 
(built by Bishop in 1874) in still in situ but needs 
extensive restoration work.

Remembrance Poppies

The Service of Remembrance (which follows 
an Act of Remembrance in Pilsley School yard) 
was full (standing room only) until the recent 
pandemic restrictions.
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The church has excellent acoustics and lighting. 
Several local choirs and instrumentalists have 
used the building as a concert venue. Parking 
within the village is very limited so, for large-
scale events, special arrangements have to be 
put in place.

St Peter’s is situated on top of a large mound 
beyond the village green. Designed by Sir 
George Gilbert Scott in 1867, the church 
dominates the village and surroundings,  
its spire towering 166 feet above the village.

There has been a church to St Peter on 
this site since medieval times. Many of the 
original features of the previous church were 
incorporated into the new building.

The church is well-maintained and more recent 
additions and improvements include:

• a small kitchen area
• new lighting
• re-surfacing of the main path.
• re-roofing of the nave
• a new boiler

Toilets (including facilities for the disabled) were 
installed in 2021 paid for through Diocesan 
funding and monies from the legacy of a villager.

Many people visit the church, evidenced by the 
Visitors’ Book.

St Peter’s Church – 
The Building

’Edensor and St Peter’s from The Crobs
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Cavendish Chapel
As well as being used for private prayer 
and offering a quiet space to visitors, the 
Cavendish Chapel (within St Peter’s) is used 
increasingly for meetings (e.g., PCC, Edensor 
Village Day Committee) and social activities 
such as Chatty Crafts.

The chapel is dominated by Bess of Hardwick’s 
memorial to her sons which stood behind the 
altar of the original church.

The Bell Tower (not accessible to visitors) 
holds a peal of six bells, which were renovated 
and re-hung in 1981. The bells are in demand 
for ringing outings and quarter peal attempts.

The external clock face on the spire was 
repaired and re-gilded in 2021 and the winding 
mechanism was fully automated in 2019

Chatty Crafts… 

…with help from Skye!
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St. Peter’s Churchyard
Within the south porch are incorporated 
some stones from the original church, and on 
the left of the path leading to the porch are 
three stone steps carrying a rather high sundial 
(to be viewed from horseback!) which were 
originally the base of a Saxon preaching cross.

The well-maintained churchyard is still open for 
burials and contains memorials to many members 
of the Cavendish family including that of Kathleen 
Kennedy, who married Billy Hartington, elder 
son of the 10th Duke of Devonshire. Sir Joseph 
Paxton is also buried here.

A record of graves, together with a plan of the 
churchyard, is available at the back of the church.

A proportion of the proceeds from the annual 
Edensor Village Day is allocated to the church 
for maintenance of the churchyard. Extensive 
work was carried out on the churchyard trees 
in Autumn 2022 and new daffodil bulbs were 
planted on either side of the path to the South 
Porch, replacing old ‘blind’ bulbs.

Quinquennial Inspection
St Peter’s is a Grade 1 Listed building. The 
most recent quinquennial inspection took 
place in August 2022. Recommendations will 
be acted upon as soon as financially viable.

The guttering has been replaced or repaired, 
as necessary, on the north and south walls. 
Leaks from the old guttering resulted in 
dampness on internal north wall. This  
has now been treated. Leaks in the south 
porch resulted in the upper layers of the 
stonework being removed then repaired  
and reconstructed. This was done in 
September 2022.

WiFi connection was installed in July 2022 
which has enabled us to move toward 
contactless donations.

View from near the Cavendish family graves,  
overlooking Paxton’s grave
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Most of the inhabitants of Edensor,  
Pilsley and Calton Lees either work 
on the Chatsworth Estate or are now 
retired Estate workers. Some properties 
are rented by people within commuting 
distances and others are designated 
holiday lets.

Connections to the Chatsworth Estate, often 
long-standing for generations, create a strong 
sense of common heritage, shared interests, 
and commitment to their neighbours.

The previous incumbent maintained contact 
with the wider community through weekly 
emailed messages. Christmas ‘Gift Bags’ 
containing donated food, chocolates and a 
card are distributed to the elderly or infirm 
members of the congregation and wider 
community.

We continue to maintain the church as a 
welcoming ‘hub’ for the local community.  
Our major charity fund-raising event of the  
year is Edensor Village Day. 

Members of the congregation work side-By-
side with village residents for this combined 
village and church event which raised £14,000  
in June 2022. 

The recently established ‘Chatty Crafts’ group 
is in its infancy but has already attracted villagers 
who do not attend services. The monthly 
meetings are open to anyone, regardless of 
crafting skills, and are simply designed to offer 
friendship and the opportunity to make new 
friends and learn new skills.

Links with the local  
and wider communities

The Duke and Duchess opening Edensor Day 2022 Edensor Day Morris Dancers 

 | 19



2020 was the 150th Anniversary of the 
consecration of St Peter’s. The planned 
celebratory series of events inevitably had to 
be cancelled or postponed. Some of these have 
now been rescheduled and cover a wide variety 
of topics with local themes. Speakers include 
current and former Chatsworth employees 
and national figures (for example, Janet Gough, 
former Director of Cathedrals and Churches 
for The Church of England). Further events 
are being planned. Events which have already 
taken place, for example a flower arranging 
workshop, have attracted people from the 
wider community.

In October 2022 we welcomed a 
representative of The Alzheimer’s Society 
who gave a brief talk and answered questions 
after the morning service. We have also been 
supporting the fundraising of a local lady who 
carries out extensive charitable work in Africa 
and on the Ukrainian / Hungarian border.

Janet Gough: ‘What did the Victorians do for us?  
George Gilbert Scott October 2022 

From an English Country Garden – Fun with Flowers’, August 2022

Making Christmas wreaths, December 2022

James McKay ‘My work with animals – the story so far’  
October 2022 and Lizzie, the owl.
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There are 16 members who contribute 
through the Parish Giving Scheme and 
2 members who give by standing order. 
In addition to this, there are a handful of 
members who regularly give through the 
White Gift Aid envelopes. The average 
weekly gift for these planned givers is 
around £10 per week.

Regular giving alone does not provide enough 
income to fund the expenditure of the church 
and therefore fundraising activities are an 
essential part of the mix as also, historically, has 
been income from weddings.

The PCC contributes to the common fund 
of the Diocese of Derby, to enable the parish 
to play an active part in our shared common 
life and supporting future ministry costs. In 
2022, this was £15,000, even though the 
ministry costs of this Parish are not a cost to 
the Diocese,as a generous grant is given by the 
Duke of Devonshire Charitable Trust to fund 
the stipend and housing is generously provided 
by the Chatsworth Settlement Trustees

Restricted and Fabric designated funds are 
healthy with balances of circa £113,000 at 
October 2022. These amounts reflect two 
significant legacies in the last few years. 
Maintaining a Grade 1 listed Church can be 
costly, the designations of these funds is vital 
to provide adequate ongoing resources in 
maintaining this place.

The congregation generously supports other 
fund-raising initiatives from time to time with 
both gifts and talents. 

Match funded grants have been obtained in 
recent years to install the new toilet facilities, 
from the Diocesan Board of Finance, along with 
grants from other grant making bodies towards 
a new boiler, lighting, clock face re- gilding and 
ongoing work to the roof

Work is needed by an incoming incumbent to 
further enhance a culture of generosity amongst 
the wider congregation.

St Peter’s Finance 
and Stewardship
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St Peter’s Statistical details

The Reader occasionally takes the Matins 
service when the vicar is away and assists 
with visiting congregation members who 
are no longer able to attend church. Five 
members of the congregation are licensed 
to administer the chalice.

Two committed and enthusiastic church 
wardens are ably supported by the full and 
active PCC and willing members of the 
congregation fulfilling various roles

Flower arranging, cleaning and coffee rotas are 
in place. Donations for coffee served after the 
morning service go to charitable causes, e.g., 
£500 to the Alzheimer’s Society.

The Tower Captain oversees the maintenance 
of the bells and organises monthly ringing before 
the service.

Lay Leadership and support

2019 2020 2021 2022

Electoral Roll 50 
(41 NR / 9 R)

58 
(46 NR / 12 R)

63 
(51 NR / 12 R)

64 
(52 NR / 12 R)

Normal Sunday (Adult) 48 Attendance limited due  
to Pandemic restrictions

39

October Count Average week 54 28 34 44

Funerals 6 4 2 5

Baptisms 9 1 7 11

Weddings 9 1 2 3

NR = Non-resident, R = Resident)

The USAA (Usual Sunday Adult Attendance) has not dropped since pre-Pandemic 
The Electoral Roll was renewed in 2020 is due for renewal in 2025
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The Parish of  
St. Anne, Beeley

Beeley 
There are 77 residential properties in the 
parish, many of which date from the 1700s and 
before. Meadows slope Westwards towards 
the River Derwent, and the village stretches 
from the boundary of Chatsworth Park to the 
village of Rowsley to the South and Eastwards 
to Beeley Moor. 37 of the houses in the village 
belong to the Chatsworth Estate and are 
occupied by staff and pensioners although  
some are let, and five have been fitted for use 
by visitors as bedrooms for the Devonshire 
Arms. Chesterfield Road has a mix of modern 
social housing and privately owned houses.

The Parish of Beeley from the air, looking North. To the left of 
the picture is the B6012 from Baslow to Rowsley and the A6: 
to the right a road leading to Chesterfield over Beeley Moor, 
currently closed pending repair. The tower of St.Anne’s can be 
seen on the far left of the picture.

Beeley is a small village centred around the village  
square and Beeley Brook, the church of St. Anne  
being on higher ground to the North. 
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The village is a very popular Peak District 
National Park tourist destination. In the 
October 2022 edition of the Countryfile 
Magazine Helen Moat revealed seven of the 
best villages in the United Kingdom for Autumn 
days: “From the Devonshire Arms, the Old 
Smithy and the Y-shaped Paxton cottages 
to the surrounding estate lanes, riverside 
pathways, forests, waterfalls and the copper-
coloured moorlands above the village, Beeley 
 is perfect for autumn rambles.”

Leisure facilities include the village playing 
field, used by our children and those of our 
visitors, and the garden allotments. Walkers 
enjoy the many footpaths alongside the River 
Derwent and uphill, by the side of Beeley 
Brook’s waterfalls and cascades, onto Beeley 
Moor (1250 feet) with its wonderful heathered 
views into the Derwent Valley and the Bronze 
Age burial mound, Hob Hurst’s House, the 
most famous of the more than 30 prehistoric 
barrows and cairns on the moor.

The Devonshire Arms Hotel is an old 
coaching inn, converted in 1747 from three 
cottages with stables; it has been extended to 
offer 18 en- suite rooms, some of which are 
housed in the ‘Paxton Cottages’ built in the 
middle of the 19th century by G H Stokes,  
son-in-law of Joseph Paxton, to house people 
from Edensor in 1856 whilst that village was 
being re-developed. It contained three cottages, 
each facing a different way.

The Old Smithy on Chapel Hill is a very 
successful café serving coffees, snacks and  
meals inside the building and in its garden area.

Village Life

The Devonshire Arms Hotel The Paxton Cottages

 | 24



2022’s Heritage Weekend focussed on ‘Ragged Victorians’ 
(pictured) and was a great success.

The Duke’s Barn was originally converted 
for the use of children from the Derby School 
for the Deaf and is now used as an activity 
centre for children of all abilities but specialises 
in providing outdoor experiences for children 
with special needs, having recently added  
an accessible climbing wall and other high-
quality outdoor equipment to its facilities.  
The incumbent is, traditionally, a trustee of  
this charity. 

Beeley Heritage Group: has for some time 
been gathering information from all the Baptism, 
Marriage and Burial Registers and making a 
database. One member has successfully collated 
a huge amount of interesting and surprising 
information about village buildings, their use, 
and their occupiers.

… not the feathered variety.

Beeley in Bloom (our two-day open gardens event) is very well 
attended and traditionally ends with a sponsored duck race…
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The Village Hall (officially entitled The 
Cavendish Institute) is a very useful building 
used by most of the village organisations. It 
hosts parties, classes and the meetings of 
Beeley WI and Beeley Heritage Group and is 
let to regular clients for classes and meetings. 
It is well-equipped with two meeting rooms, a 
good kitchen and lavatories and is surrounded 
by gardens making it useful for outdoor events. 
The children’s Christmas Party is held there 
as are quizzes and parties (private and public), 
teas and wedding receptions. It is also used as a 
headquarters for charity events and as a Polling 
Station. Our retired Vicar (a very talented 
musician) held a sell-out concert in the hall in 
June 2022.

Also within the parish are:

Beeley Hill Top (the home of the Lord of 
the Manor and used in the past for judicial 
proceedings) is a 17th century gabled farmhouse 
situated in its own grounds on Beeley Moor.  
It was occupied by the Greaves family who  
with the Savilles were linked with Beeley for 
over five centuries. Memorials to the families 
can be found in St. Anne’s.

Fallinge: two farms, one of which is on the 
Southern boundary of the parish.

Harewood Grange: this was a mediaeval 
grange on the Eastern edge of the parish,  
once owned by Beauchief Abbey and now 
three properties and farmland on the edge  
of Harewood Moor.

Blue Doors Lodge: at the Southern entrance 
to Chatsworth Park.

The primary school which serves the  
village is Pilsley Voluntary Aided Church of 
England School, to which our children are 
bussed. Most of the older children attend 
Lady Manners School in Bakewell for their 
secondary education.

Here, the members of Beeley WI, a lively gathering of women from different backgrounds meeting 
monthly to enjoy talks, craft events and outings, can be seen at the Village Hall celebrating the group’s 
centenary in 2019.
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The parish abounds with interesting buildings.

Beeley Old Hall

Pig Styes in Pig Lane

Norman House, School Lane Cheese House at Norman House

The Old Vicarage (now Beeley House)

The Old Reading Rooms

Moor End Farm

Beeley Hill Top, the home of the 
Lord of the Manor

Old Barn in School Lane

Cottages at Chursh View

The One Arch Bridge into Chatsworth Park

Fold Farm, old Derbyshire Long House
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St Anne’s Church, Beeley

History

The Duke of Devonshire is the Patron of St Anne’s.

The original Saxon church, of which there are 
now few traces, was succeeded by a Norman 
church with a low nave and a flat wooden roof, 
and a lean-to North Aisle divided off by round 
pillars. The tower was lower than it is today. 
The Norman doorway is thought to date to 
about 1160.

The manor of Beeley was purchased by the 
3rd Duke of Devonshire in 1747.
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In 1819 the nave was rebuilt and made higher 
and other changes were made including the 
rebuilding of the porch. A further restoration 
took place in 1883, after which the church 
looked much as it does today.

The first Bishop of Southwell, George Ridding, 
re-opened the church in 1884. The parish had 
previously been part of the See of Lichfield, was 
then transferred to the Diocese of Southwell 
and from thence to the Diocese of Derby.

Today 
Our church seats about 120 people and is 
filled to capacity for special events, weddings, 
funerals and the Christmas Eve service.

The church has stained-glass windows including a World War I 
memorial window in the north aisle, by Heaton, Butler and Bayne.

Mr Meynell’s drawing was made in 1817, two years before the 
rebuilding of the church in 1819.

It is a Grade II* Listed Building.
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Church Fabric
Our most recent Quinquennial Inspection 
was in April 2021: the advised work was tackled 
in order of priority and has been addressed.

We are very keen to maintain the church and 
churchyard in good order. Recent work on the 
church and churchyard has included:

• Installation of an accessible toilet in 2016.
• Re-roofing the nave in 2017 (after a successful 

application to the LPOW fund).
• Replacing most of the lead guttering.
• Upgrading the lightning conductors on the 

church tower.
• Extensive restoration of the organ
• Restoration of the bells.
• Upgrading of the lighting to a very high 

standard.
• We plan to install a mini-kitchen to facilitate 

the provision of refreshments at church and 
community events.

We have three bells in the tower which  
are rung on occasion by visiting ringers and  
a handbell in the church.

Running the church: reading and flower-
arranging rotas are in place. Churchyard 
maintenance and church cleaning is undertaken 
by third parties by agreement, although their 
work is augmented by voluntary work carried 
out by members of the church congregation 
and villagers. Some of the voluntary work has 
been done by members of the community 
who do not attend the church on a weekly 
basis but support its work by practical means, 
e.g., organising concerts to raise funds for the 
church and clearing the guttering.

Funds: Restricted reserves (boosted by 
legacies) are maintained in good order, being £ 
104,991 as at 31.12.2021 and have proved vital 
in maintaining the church to its present high 
standard. Funding to run the church on a day-to-
day basis, supplemented by fund-raising events, 
has proved challenging and requires very careful 
budgeting, managed by the PCC on the advice 
of a committed and competent Treasurer.

The PCC: Comprises 8 members and our 
incumbent and meets quarterly.

The organ, by Bevington of 
London, dates from 1870 
but is in good repair. We 
are very lucky to have an 
accomplished organist 
who plays for the Family 
Communion Service and 
festivals.
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Our services dovetail with those at  
St Peter’s.

A 9:30 am service is held on three Sundays 
in the month: Holy Communion (the said 
service from the Book of Common Prayer) 
is celebrated twice a month, the remaining 
morning service is one of said Matins led by  
our Reader.

On each of the first Sundays in the month 
a service of Family Communion (Common 
Worship) is held at 3pm: this time was picked 
to make it easier for families to attend and it 
has proved popular with families and villagers. 
The children take an active part in the readings, 
leading the prayers and assisting in preparation 
of the sacrament at this service. This was 
designed to be, and is, a happy occasion,  
and is often followed by refreshments.

The church is used for baptisms, weddings  
and funerals and we have a well- maintained, 
open, community churchyard. One member 
of the PCC is actively updating the churchyard 
plan, a copy of which is on display at the back  
of the church.

Our Sunday congregations, recovering post-
Covid, vary; the Family Communion Service, 
in which the children actively participate, 
averages 15 (9-42).

Church Events
We have special services which are well 
attended:

• A Service of Nine Lessons and Carols on 
Christmas Eve.

• A Maundy Thursday service at which the 
altar is stripped.

• A Harvest Festival with presentations of 
offerings by the congregation and children 
which are taken to the Padley Centre in 
Derby for its people.

• A Remembrance Day Service

Services at St. Anne’s

We were delighted to participate in the recent confirmation 
by Bishop Libby of Theo, one of our young people.
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A member of our church family, baptised at St Anne’s, where her 
parents were married, with her auntie and tortoise, Lennie, at the 
2022 Pet Service.

Puck and Treacle, the donkeys, about to be blessed.Any ‘Teddy’ can abseil
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Other Outreach
We take part in ‘Beeley in Bloom’, the village’s 
annual open garden event, decorating the 
church with floral displays enjoyed by the many 
visitors to the church and the village over  
the weekend.

We hold concerts with a variety of local choirs. 
Our accessible toilet has allowed us to offer 
(successfully) the church as a lecture venue.

St Anne’s also has a well-maintained church 
website and Facebook page.

The church is open every day until dusk, 
so that walkers, cyclists and other visitors 
can come into the church for prayer, quiet 
reflection or a simple rest. They often put a 
request for a prayer on our prayer tree and 
the Visitors’ Book shows how much people 
appreciate the church being open. 
Residents at the Devonshire Arms often join 
us at our services.

With St. Peter’s, we actively support with  
food, clothing and bedding, all year round,  
the Padley Centre in Derby, an organisation 
which supports people at risk of homelessness, 
poverty and hunger: Homelessness & 
Poverty Prevention Charity Derby | 
Padley Group
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Our PCCs work collaboratively  
and are seeking to consolidate that 
collaboration so that our joint mission  
can be purposefully developed.

Readership: Our Reader conducts Matins 
at both churches and regularly assists and 
participates in other services as required.

Safeguarding: The churches’ PCCs take 
their safeguarding responsibilities seriously 
and safeguarding is discussed at each PCC 
meeting. We have benefitted from the advice 
of a diligent Parish Safeguarding Officer. 
Compliance with training requirements is 
actively pursued.

Media: Each church has a website. Our 
incumbent produces a weekly message 
(introduced during the first lockdown but 
continued) comprising a short ‘chat’, the set 
readings, a reflection and a prayer, which is 
emailed to all via email and posted on the 
websites and Facebook page. It is appreciated 
much further afield than our parishes, being 
passed to others in the United Kingdom, the 
USA and Australia. It draws very positive 
responses, often from people who do not 
attend church on a regular basis.

The Parish Magazine: ‘The Bridge’ widely 
distributed to those living in the Estate 
Communities and to those who have  
moved away.

Future ventures: Both churches intend, in the 
New Year of 2023, to mark their War Graves 
in accordance with the guidance issued by the 
War Graves Commission.

Resources shared by  
St Peter’s and St Annes’s
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Music is a vital aspect of our church  
lives, and this is something we are keen  
to maintain.

Our regular worship is enhanced by good 
organ playing by our two organists (both 
of whom are qualified musicians) on well-
maintained instruments which, in turn, 
encourages the congregations to sing very well.

St Peter’s has a fine three-manual electronic 
Allen organ which can easily lead the singing of a 
full church. The original Bishop pipe organ is still 
in situ but requires extensive restoration work.

St Anne’s organ, by Bevington of London, dates 
from 1870 and is a single manual organ with 
pedal board, but it is regularly serviced and is  
in good repair and. 

Both buildings have excellent lighting and 
acoustics and are popular venues for local 
choirs and instrumentalists, including guest 
artists for Peak Music’s concert series.

Whilst neither church has established choirs, 
both benefit from visiting choirs for special 
services and concerts.

St Peter’s congregation sings the hymns, 
Venite and Te Deum extremely well and our 
incumbent sang the psalm appointed for the 
day. In Holy Week several members of the 
congregation joined in the unaccompanied 
antiphonal singing of psalms during the 
Compline services.

A chamber choir (made up of choral colleagues 
of the organist) has led the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee Service, the Advent Service of Light  
and the Christmas Lessons and Carols.

Visiting choirs to St. Peter’s have included 
the Chesterfield Rose Choir (leading the 
Canine Partners’ Carol Service) and the 1662 
Choir leading Choral Evensong. St Peter’s has 
also been used as a concert venue by The 
Derbyshire Singers, The Baslow Choir, Mosaic 
Chamber Choir and the Abbeydale Singers.

Various choirs have performed in St Anne’s, 
including a Bach Choir, The Tideswell Male 
Voice Choir, The Garden Singers, established 
during the lockdowns, is a local choral group 
now making a regular December appearance at 
St Anne’s and leading delightful Carol Services 
based on traditional Derbyshire carols. 

The occasional music of our young people 
(harp and organ) is also appreciated. Each year 
a choir of children and young people gathers 
to sing for us at the Christmas Eve Service of 
Lessons and Carols.

Our Music

The Garden Singers

The Tideswell Male Voice Choir
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The well-maintained house situated on Jap 
Lane stands opposite the south entrance 
to St Peter’s Church and comprises 4 
bedrooms plus 1 small bedroom/dressing 
room, study and 2 bathrooms upstairs, 
downstairs cloakroom, lounge with open 
fire, dining room, large living kitchen with 
gas fired Aga cooker, large walk-in pantry 
off the scullery and a second staircase 
which gives access to the upper rooms 
from this area. The property has gas 
central heating throughout. 

The garden is a good size, mostly put down 
to lawn and shrubs with a sunken garden 
just outside the back door, which can also be 
accessed via French windows from the lounge. 
There is direct access from the garden into 
Chatsworth Park.

Transport: there are good bus services to 
Matlock and, via Chatsworth House, Sheffield, 
Chesterfield and Bakewell. East Midlands 
Railway has a mainline station at Chesterfield 
offering access to regional and cross-country 
rail routes and a direct route to London St 
Pancras – 1 hour 40 minutes.

Health: We are lucky to have access to 
excellent local GP practices in Baslow or 
Bakewell, a Cottage Hospital with minor 
Accident and Emergency facilities in Darley 
Dale, a General Hospital in Chesterfield, and 
the care offered by the many specialist teaching 
hospitals in nearby Sheffield.

The Vicarage
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Thank you for  
reading this profile.

We very much look forward to hearing from you  
and will be happy to supply any further information  
you may need. 

Please contact:
Liz Bradshaw (Warden – St. Peter’s)  
01246 582421

Rupert Turner (Warden – St. Anne’s)  
01629 732794


