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Mission Statement: 

 “Working to encourage transformation 

individually, locally and globally through a growing 

awareness of God's love and grace" 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The area and communities we serve 

 
Four distinct villages between Leeds and Wakefield - Lofthouse, Carlton, Robin Hood and 
Thorpe - make up the parish, with the church building in Lofthouse. This is a former mining 
area but now largely relies on farming and small businesses. It is popular with commuters 
working in Leeds and Wakefield because of the easy access to the A61 and the M1 and M62 
motorways. Housing is mainly owner-occupied.  
 

The people of the church, its worship and activities 

 

Christ Church is an established and faith-filled Christian Community and lay workers play an 
important part in the life of the church, involved in Fresh Expressions, providing support and 
leadership in Messy and Muddy Church, Messy Tots, RE:FRESH  (Café Church) and our TLC 
Community Café (including our Foodbank). Though our numbers declined somewhat 
throughout the Covid pandemic, due in part to deaths, illness, house moves and a continued 



reluctance to mingle with others, we recognise that this is reflected nationally and we are 
hopeful that our increasingly successful pre-school Messy Tots group, Messy/Muddy Church 
and TLC Café will continue to encourage seekers, in addition to our planned Welcome leaflet 
campaign for 2023. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
There is an established pattern of worship:  

 On the first Sunday of the month a lay-led 9.30am RE:FRESH café church service in 
the hall and an 11am Sung Eucharist. 

 On the other Sundays Sung Eucharist is held, with full vestments.  The sacrament is 
reserved. 

 A midweek service of Said Eucharist is held every Wednesday morning. 

 Monthly Messy Church (winter months) or Muddy Church (summer months) sessions 
are well supported and during term time there is a weekly Messy Tots for pre-school 
children. 

 
During the Covid restrictions Revd Mandy live-streamed and recorded services including 
Eucharist, Compline each night, “Pause for Praise” (readings, poems, thoughts around a 
theme recorded and submitted by lay members). 
 
Zoom projects including a Quiz Night, Coffee Break Chat and Tiddler Praise (now Messy 
Tots) also kept members of the congregation and people from outside the parish, including 
from as far away as Malta and the USA, in touch with each other. 
 
We welcome all who are baptised to take Holy Communion. 
 
Fundraising and social events supplement our regular giving, so we have been able to pay 
our Parish share in full last year, despite the restrictions and repercussions due to the 
pandemic.  
 
 
 
 
 

 



The resources, including finance and buildings 

The Church building dates to 1840. In 1992 a major re-ordering project raised part of the 
church floor, removing a flight of stone steps to give level access throughout the church. 
This created an enlarged hall space below, complete with toilet facilities and a kitchen.  
           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  Before re-ordering   

                                                                       

        After re-ordering 

These facilities are used almost daily by our TLC Community Café, Foodbank, Shop and Art 
Exhibition. Messy Church, Messy Tots, Indoor Curling and social events are also held here. 
Children’s parties, Brownies, Guides, antenatal classes, a keep fit group and use as a Polling 
Station are links to the community and a source of rental income. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Pre-Covid, we were fortunate to benefit from the work of a Community Payback Team to 
maintain our churchyard and we offered them a Christian welcome and  refreshments after 
Sunday services. Recently, we have managed to make contact with the supervisory team 
again and we hope this will recommence.  
 
We are privileged to have the grave and headstone of PC Edward Atkinson, the first 
constable of the West Riding in our churchyard and, in a previous incumbency, there was  an 
annual Police service held here, attended by civic dignitaries. 
 

 
 

We have close links with the neighbouring Methodist Church. Revd Rhodes is licensed to 

preside and preach in the Methodist church in an exchange with the Methodist Minister and 

we share a Good Friday evening service each year, alternating between the two churches. 

 
There are no church schools in the parish but three State Primary schools. Revd Mandy 
Rhodes is involved with all three. Pre-Covid, she was taking regular assemblies and talking to 
classes. During lockdowns, some Zoom sessions took place but in-person assemblies have 
been slow to recommence. Revd Mandy continues to work to strengthen links. When 
staffing levels allow, Robin Hood and Carlton schools visit the church for discovery sessions, 
seasonal services and concerts. Thorpe Primary is located furthest from the church and 
struggles to secure transport to visit the church building.  
 

The future mission opportunities and challenges 

 Our stewardship campaign, planned for 2020, had to be shelved due to the Coronavirus 

pandemic. However, we launched our TLC Community Café in November 2021 and have 

found ourselves, surprisingly, achieving more missional success through it than was ever 

anticipated. 

The cafe enables us to engage with the wider community drawing people in for 

refreshments and chats.  The warm welcome extended to all our visitors generally involves a 



conversation about church.  As a result, a good number ask to be shown the worship space , 

which is above the cafe.  This can take the form of an accompanied visit or allow time for a 

quiet reflection or lighting of a candle.  Conversations about faith occur naturally and are 

encouraging giving thoughts about future mission and challenges. 

We hope to let everyone know that access will be available for people to make their own 

way into church whenever the TLC Cafe is open. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We hope to repeat our Welcome Leaflet drop to the (almost) 10,000 homes across the 
parish, as our missional activity this year. It is hoped that this will provide us with 
opportunities to have doorstep conversations, particularly with those households who are 
unaware that Christ Church is their parish church, especially those who traditionally look to 
churches in Rothwell and East Ardsley. However, since our last such campaign, our numbers 
have declined somewhat, whilst our age demographic has risen and we recognise that we 
may need to use additional, commercial, assistance for delivery. 
 
Christ Church invites and welcomes all who come to enquire, participate in social activities 
or join in worship, by creating a warm and friendly environment.  

This is shown in the way people enjoy various activities and sometimes move from one 
aspect of church life into other areas, feeling comfortable and secure in how much or how 
little they wish to participate. 

One young mother, who regularly brings her children to Messy/Muddy church, commented 
that her children said they “can’t wait for the next session.” 

One person who attended G2H (Bereavement Café) went on to join the Curling Café and 
worshipping congregation. 

After chatting in the café with church volunteers another moved on to Curling and worship 
stating that she and her husband felt so welcome in both social and church surroundings 
they wanted to be part of our church family. 

 


