
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Parish Brochure of 

 
HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, ROTHWELL 

 
“ We are a loving, welcoming, serving church family for everyone, in the name of Jesus.” 
 
Holy Trinity is one of the churches in the United Benefice of Lofthouse, Methley with 
Mickletown, Oulton with Woodlesford and Rothwell. The Grade II listed building stands on a 
small hill just behind the main street making it a highly visible and welcoming Christian 
presence in the heart of Rothwell.  
 
The people of Holy Trinity Rothwell have grown in confidence, positivity and capacity in 
recent years, and are looking forward to being led by a priest who will continue to enable 
every-member ministry and outward-looking mission both parochially and through our 
collaboration with the other parishes in the team. 
 
Rothwell is a thriving community with a good range of national and independent retailers, 
wine bars and restaurants.  There are some excellent schools, doctors and dentists and 
superb facilities for recreation including the local library, a large, beautiful park and a nearby 
Sports Centre with a swimming pool and gym.  
 
There are some 23,000 residents in Rothwell and while many work in retail and service 
industries, administrative, managerial and professional jobs, there are pockets of urban 
deprivation with an increasing number residents reliant on state benefits. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are committed to reducing our carbon 
footprint and we hope our new incumbent will 
share our values and help us progress with this. 



 
Who we are … 
 
Our Church Wardens are Virginia Lynch and Mark Wilkinson  who are assisted by Jane 
Thompson and Jennifer Ward, who is also our Electoral Roll Officer. Our Parish 
Administrator is Susan Franks and the PCC Secretary is Ian Land.  The PCC members are 
committed and hard-working, taking responsibility for sub-committees such as, ‘Mission and 
Liturgy’,  ‘Finance’, Fabric and Fund-Raising.  Keith Lynch is our Disability Representative, 
Carol Cressall is our Children’s Officer,  Debbie Mann is our Parish Safeguarding Officer, 
John Normington is our Environmental Officer, our Deanery Synod Representatives are 
Norma Barrett and Ian Land and Richard Mayers is our Director of Music. 
                                           
What we do … 
 
Our style of worship is Central to Anglo-Catholic. Full vestments and incense are used on 
several occasions during the year.  However, we recognise the need to make our worship 
accessible and engaging to all, so that we can all worship God and proclaim our faith by 
serving God in the community. 
 
At present, as we regrow our congregation after Covid and while we are in interregnum, 
there is one service each Sunday at 9.30 am and members of the congregation take turns to 
read lessons and lead intercessions and, occasionally, members will undertake a reflection 
in place of a sermon. During Parish Eucharists we offer a Sunday School, using materials 
linked to the Lectionary.  To try and satisfy all members of the congregation, we have a 
different style of service each week.   
 
1st Sunday –  Said Communion in Church and *Messy Church/Sing Praise in Parish Centre. 
2nd Sunday – Sung Communion 
3rd Sunday – All Age Service with Peruvian Gloria and an option to sing the Lord’s Prayer 
4th Sunday – Communion with said responses and hymns 
5th Sunday – Service of the Word led by our Lay reader, Joyce Blakey 
 
*The service in the Parish Centre caters especially for the young (and young at heart) and is energetic 
and interactive with more modern hymns and lots of percussion instruments. 
 
Our differing worship formats maintain a balance between worship with a modern, ‘popular’ 
style and services which respect the traditions and values which are important to the loyal 
congregation.   However, this is all ‘within our comfort zone’ and we pray for a new vicar who 
will continue to  inspire and strengthen us in our vision to put God’s purpose for the future of 
Rothwell at the heart of everything we do.  
 
Attendance at the major Festivals is larger than average.  On Easter Sunday we may see 
approximately 100 people at the service – although that may have something to do with the 
Easter Bonnet parade and the Easter Egg Hunt. Also well attended are the traditional 
Christmas services:  the Carol Service, accompanied by 
the Rothwell Temperance Band, the Crib Service, with a  
congregation of over 300 and Midnight Mass with  
approximately  70 - 80 communicants.  
 
 
 
 
                                                                             
                                                                                    

 
 Crib Service 2022 

How wonderful to see the 
Church so full after 2 years of 

strict Covid measures. 



 
Harvest festival is a particularly well-loved service where local people join the regular 
congregation in bringing gifts of food. Over the past few years,  the traditional gifts of fresh 
produce have been  replaced by tins of food for the local food bank  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Remembrance Day Service involves the Royal British Legion and is well attended by 
the whole community. Worship in Church is followed by a parade to the War Memorial with 
local uniformed groups, councillors and the Rothwell Temperance Band. 
 
How we do it … 
 
Our congregation may be ageing but we are still energetic. When it matters most, we 
work well as a team and, through prayer and perseverance, can achieve great things. 
We are involved in many activities both spiritual and social which attract and engage 
members of the local community throughout the year.  
 
A variety of weekly and monthly groups aim to offer something for everyone.   
 
 
 
                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                      
 
Many families in Rothwell still seek Baptism – 20 children and 1 adult were baptised last 
year.  We offer visits from clergy and the baptism team and parents are invited to 
preparation classes and to attend church for a required period before the Baptism Service – 
The Messy Church/Sing Praise service counts towards this. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Messy Café takes place on the last Saturday 
of each month and weekly in the Summer 

Holidays. 
Our challenge is to grow these families in 

discipleship. 

One year, the food 
gifts were disguised 
as ‘canimals’.  We 
had enough for a 
whole Noah’s Ark. 

We know that one of our priorities is to grow a younger more 
diverse church and recognise that outreach to families with 

young children, the youth of the parish and those aged 
between 20 and 45 years is key to achieving this. 

 



For older children our main initiative is the Girls Friendly Society. This very popular group is 
run by members of the church and is involved in Fundraising events and major Festivals  
 
 
 
 
                                                                      
                                                                              
 
 
GFS girls operating the ‘Gingham Café’  
at the Autumn Fair. 
 
Links with Holy Trinity Rothwell C of E Primary Academy are strong with members of the 
congregation serving as governors working together with the priest to enhance the spiritual 
wellbeing of the children.  The church is used regularly for services and education purposes 
and we present each child with a bible when they leave the school in Year 6.  
 
Outreach opportunities include: 
                                           
                                              Rothwell Beer Festival in  
                                              association with Rothwell Lions 
                                               
                                                Enjoying the Church  
                                                     grounds over a pint 
                                                      or two! 
 
                                                     
 
 
 
 
                                                                                          
 
Members of the congregation are never too old 
(or young) to help in the Festival kitchen. 
                                                                                                             
 
                                                                                                        Churches Together ‘Take- Over’ 
                                                                                                            Day Rothwell Park Run  
 
                                                                                                                                  
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                         Plants, buns 
                                                                                                                                    and the raffle – all 
                                                                                                                                   socially distanced 
            
                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Choir recorded a 
CD during lockdown. 

 
We are looking for 

new members of all 
ages and voices. 

Ecumenical 
Good Friday 

Service during 
Covid 



 
The Autumn Fair                                                                              The Spud n’ Pud Lunch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                     
 
                                          The Fish n’ Chip Supper 
                                              and Quiz Night 
        
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                        
 
 
 
                                                                 The Queen’s Platinum 
                                                                             Jubilee tea                                 
     
 
 
. 
 
 
 
Where we do it …. 
 
Many of our events are held in our Parish Centre, situated within the churchyard. It has a 
large kitchen, a fully stocked bar, a large hall with a stage, toilets, an upstairs meeting room 
and the Parish office which serves the whole Team. 
 
The Centre building is hired by local businesses, groups, charities and  local families  for 
parties and celebrations, thus providing valuable income for the church. However, its 
facilities now need updating. 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
           
 

The Fund Raising 
Committee work 

tirelessly to enable us 
to pay our Parish 
Share each year – 

more volunteers are 
needed. 

During Covid we live-streamed 
from the Vicarage.  We need 
to improve our wifi in church  
and put in equipment to live-
stream effectively from there.  

We need an incumbent in 
sympathy with this ideal. 



The Church itself is a very beautiful Grade II listed building and so requires special care.  
Our Fabric Committee has prioritised the many findings of the Quinquennial Report and is 
acting upon its recommendations. The tower houses a ring of eight bells which are rung 
regularly on Sundays and for weddings. Its ‘flagpole’ is a telecommunications mast and 
another important source of income.    
 
Impressive as the outside of the church is,  the interior is breath-taking. The pews and the 
poppy heads, the most notable feature, were the work of Edmund Bates of Leeds, and his 
nineteen-year-old assistant, Charles Gibson, the son of the Parish Clerk of Rothwell. 
 
At the rear of the church we have a dedicated ‘Heritage Area’ where some stones thought to 
be of Saxon origin, an ancient coat and a copy of the Rothwell Charter granted in 1251 by 
Henry III are on display.  The ‘Open Church Group’ ensure that regularly people can visit the 
church and spend time in spiritual reflection.  We participate in National Heritage Weekend 
and ‘Treasures of Leeds’ which attracts visitors from all over the county and beyond.  
 
          Our display area                                                                        Visitors on ‘Heritage Day 
 
 
                                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
      The Altar and Reredos                                                                            The Nave roof     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                    The font with the sheep 
                                                          which are presented to 
                                                         all newly baptised children   
 
   The Creation Window                                                                                    The magnificent organ 
                                                    
                                             
 
                                          
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  

 
In November 2022 we began 
an exciting re-ordering project 
to install an accessible WC,  
tea bar and to make a large 

informal meeting space. This 
is due for completion in March 

2023. 



Strengths Weaknesses 
 

Friendly, especially our welcoming team. 
Committed, loyal and caring parishioners 

Declining/static congregation numbers  
Elderly but able congregation 

Strong culture of volunteering both in and out of 
Church: 
GFS  Messy Café 
Numerous social and purely fund raising events 
Beer Festival 

Small congregation means a smaller pool of 
volunteers to take from 

Variety of services 
 
 
Popularity of services for major Festivals. 
 

House groups needed 
Integrating Messy Café congregation into 
main Sunday services. 
 
Outreach to younger people ie. 16 - 45 

Location -  landmark of church 
 
 
Heritage:  Open Church Group 
 
We are currently re-ordering the church to provide 
an accessible WC & tea bar and an enlarged meeting 
area in the North Aisle. 
 

Grade II listed Building which incurs the 
expense expected of a building of this age. 
 
More volunteers needed. 
 
 

Monthly Magazine More contributors and distributors needed. 

Popular for weddings and baptisms Keeping couples and new families ‘after the 
event’. 

Good music with a small choir and permanent 
organist who is our Director of Music. 
 

Choristers of all ages and voices needed 

Parish Hall with good facilities and wide usage from 
Community. 
The roof is being replaced in February 2023. 

Style of building (late 70’s) needs updating.  
  

Parking Shared with local pub so sometimes full. 
Fundraising activities: Easter and Christmas Raffles, 
Autumn Fayre, 100 Club, Coffee mornings, 
Concerts, Quiz nights, Theme nights,  Beer Festival 
 Rental income 

Pool of volunteers reducing through age. 

Income from Trust Fund and Property bequeathed 
to church some time ago. 
 

Conditions of Trust limit what money can be 
spent on  
Re-ordering project underway -  yes. 
New Hymn Books – No.  So extra fund-raising 
needed 

 


