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Introduction 

Under the Lordship of Christ, through the quality of our worship and our outreach work, we 

seek to make God’s love known in our community.  

We are an inclusive Church, seeking to welcome new friends into our historic church building 

and to share our beautiful “God’s Acre” with all who pass by. Care for our environment and 

action to reduce our carbon footprint has recently been recognised with the EchoChurch 

Silver Award.  
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Outreach to families is through our thriving Messy Church and Brownies and Rainbows, held 

in our modern church hall. 

Now, as we seek our new Team Rector, we pray that we will again be led to a candidate well 

equipped to draw clergy and laity even closer in teamwork and in mission.  

About us 

Our parish and its history 

Methley with Mickletown brings together two distinct village centres. Methley itself is rich in 

heritage as the home of the Waterton and Savile families whose seat, Methley Hall, was 

demolished in the 1960’s. Their Grade 1 listed church remains in the centre of the farmland 

which gives this part of the village a rural character. A Conservation Area, comprising Church, 

Cricket Field, and pub, “old Methley” is especially attractive. 

In the nineteenth century mining changed the character of the area. A mile away from the 

church, Mickletown grew up around Savile Pit, creating a sprawling village along the course 

of the River Aire. Here is our Main Street with Primary School, Health Centre, Post Office, 

Chapel, Church Hall and shops. Nearby former open cast mines are now an RSPB reserve, a 

haven for wildlife, walkers and cyclists. 

Motorways and urban regeneration have turned Methley into a dormitory village with three 

recent developments of owner occupied houses. The proximity to the cities of Leeds and 

Wakefield and to the intersection of the M1 and M62 makes it for convenient for commuting, 

the more desirable for its rural setting.Whether mining stock or incomers. Whatever our 

background, we all love to live in our village. 

 

Our congregation  

St. Oswald’s Church is a resilient fellowship which has shown its readiness to accept change. 

We are a small and loyal congregation who provide a warm welcome to all who join us at our 

services. However, as the congregation ages, we have a limited number of volunteers. Our 

enthusiasm is not always matched by the lay hours needed for new projects and outreach, 

though we have many dedicated volunteers and continue to welcome new people to our 

congregation.  

 

Our services 

We worship in the church on Sunday mornings at 11.00. The first Sunday in the month is an 

All Age service, ably led by Rev Sarah (guitar and vocals). The remaining four Sundays are Sung 

Eucharists (Said or Sung). We hold a midweek Eucharist in our Parish Hall for those who are 

unable to attend Sunday worship or who prefer a less formal setting. 
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We hold Messy Church once a month in the Hall, an outreach success which has grown 

steadily over five years.  Baptisms are popular at St. Oswald’s, often booked a full year ahead, 

and weddings are popular in our historic building and its delightful setting. 

Joint services with the Methodist congregation (now without their Chapel) are a feature of 

our year, at Candlemas, Covenant Service and notably at Christmas.  The largest attendance 

in the year comes for the hugely popular Christingle services attended by some 420 people. 

Talents and resources from both congregations are shared in this wonderful act of family 

worship 

Our style of worship 

Worship at St. Oswald’s can best be described as “Central Church”. Our Eucharistic services 

are more traditional, whereas our monthly All Age Worship is participatory and visual, led 

from the screen. Music plays an important role in our worship. In the last year we have 

reformed our small choir to lead worship, but our long serving organist has just retired. We 

are seeking a new organist and also exploring modern technologies to accompany our singing.  

We welcome new and diverse forms of worship, notably through the Live Streaming of all 

our Sunday worship. This maintained contact with our congregation and parishioners during 

Lockdowns and continues to attract worshippers at home and in their own time. 

Mission and Outreach 

Our vision statement 

Under the Lordship of Christ, through the quality of our worship and our outreach work, 

we seek to make God’s love known in our community.  

Our mission priorities  

To show Jesus working and walking in our community – through our words and actions. 

 To worship together joyously and wholeheartedly.  

 To offer all talents and efforts up to God’s work.  

 As an Inclusive Church to understand and welcome all people and not to judge – and to 

continue our work to make our ancient building more accessible to all.  

Our outreach 

Our church reaches out to the community by:- 

Use of Social Media by Live Streaming our worship and by spreading Christian news of all kinds 

via our Facebook page, a Church Near You and on to the wider Methley Community Facebook 

page. 

Visiting the sick in their homes or in residential homes and administering the Sacraments 



                             St. Oswald’s Church, Methley with Mickletown, Methley LS26 9BJ 

 

Holding weekly Coffee Mornings in support of local and national charities 

Our support of Christian Aid Week, of the Children’s Society and our donations to charities in 

this country and overseas 

Leadership and support of Brownies and Rainbows 

Visible involvement in community events under the Churches Together banner. 

Widening use of our historic building for Open Days, School Visits, concerts and other 

community events. In our Reordering proposal due for DAC approval this year we aim to 

welcome and reach our community more effectively through practical improvements to our 

building. 

Developing inclusivity as a Visible Congregation and as a registered Inclusive Church 

Buildings 

The Church of St. Oswald  
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There has been a church on this site since Saxon times and its foundations survive. The present 

building dates from the 13th and 14th centuries. In the 15th century, the splendid Waterton chapel 

was added. Two magnificent alabaster monuments link with the Wars of the Roses. The Savile family 

tomb commemorates distinguished members of the courts of Elizabeth I and James I. The same family, 

as Earls of Mexborough, have owned the land of Methley to the present day and are commemorated 

with more fine sculpture, which influenced the young Henry Moore. The national significance of these 

memorials has been recognised in C.M.Newham’s recently published “Country Church Monuments”. 
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The chapel features our only Medieval stained glass, but all the other windows are of fine Victorian 

and Edwardian glass.  
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The extensive churchyard is maintained by voluntary efforts and includes a recognised Quiet Garden. 

The space around the Garden is now developed as the setting for burials and for cremated remains. 

The EcoChurch Group have focussed on the potential of God’s Acre for wildlife and flora conservation. 

Open space in the churchyard is being selectively mown and managed.  

Voluntary activity in the churchyard forms a part of our outreach as we get to know people who wish 

to help, those who visit family graves, walkers, cyclists and passersby. 

The Silver Award as an Eco Church from A Rocha is largely the result of this work. 
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St. Margaret’s Hall 

 In 2011 a Parish Hall was built in Mickletown on the site of the former church of St Margaret. Its 

amenities are ideal for weekday services, Messy Church, Brownies/Rainbows, coffee mornings, dance 

classes and private parties.    

             

  

 

 

     

 The Parish Centre and House  

This was formerly the Church of England Infants school. Since 2004 it has been a major source of 

income, as it is let to a day nursery company.  

        

 

 For more information and photos of St. Oswald’s and Methley in Mickletown 

please visit: 

 

https://www.facebook.com/st.oswalds.methley/ 

and 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/3260 

and 

Twitter: @StoswaldsMethley 

and 

Instagram: @methleyparishchurch 
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