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Proclaiming the Mystery of Faith

In 2025 this diocese celebrates the 950th anniversary of
witness and evangelisation from a mission base in Chichester,
building on the earlier mission founded by St Wilfrid at Selsey.
 
2025 also marks the 1700th anniversary of the Council of
Nicaea with its reminder of the formative claim upon us of the
catholic creeds.
 
These anniversaries are more than historical footnotes.  They
speak powerfully about the richness of faith and mission that
is our inheritance locally and universally.
 
Inspired by that inheritance, we seek to be a household of
faith that is endlessly curious about how the Holy Scriptures
and the sacraments of the New Covenant enable us to know,
love and follow Jesus Christ in today’s noisy and distracted
world.
 
If God is calling you to join us in the task of proclaiming the
mystery of faith in some part of this diocese, we pray that the
contribution of your gifts and experience will enrich our
witness and deepen your own discipleship.
 
+Martin

STATEMENT FROM THE BISHOP OF CHICHESTER
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The Benefice of Maybridge and Tarring - formed in September 2019 - is
part of the Deanery of Worthing, in the Diocese of Chichester. 

St. Richard’s Church, Maybridge, is only 56 years old and is of a
contemporary style. Within the church grounds is a frequently used
church hall, which was the original place of worship. St. Richard's
church is located at the heart of Maybridge, which falls within the
lowest 20% nationally for overall deprivation and in the lowest 10% for
health.

Situated 1.4 miles away is St. Andrew's Church, Tarring: a Grade II listed
building, built in the 13th Century on the site of an earlier building. The
church is set within a churchyard, which houses war graves. St.
Andrew's church sits in the centre of Tarring village and is above
average for deprivation.

Both churches have active and supportive church wardens and PCCs.
They seek an enthusiastic priest to lead both parishes within the
Benefice.

The Parochial Church Councils have thought carefully about their
future direction and what they are looking for in their new incumbent.

The role in the Benefice offers an exciting opportunity to be part of the
mission and ministry of this part of the Worthing Deanery, and serves
just under one quarter of Worthing's population.
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Worthing

The Benefice is
situated in the
seaside town of
Worthing: an
exciting place to
live with a
population of over
110,000. 

It is rapidly
developing a
vibrant culture and
is a popular
destination for
shopping, eating,
entertainment and
family fun by the
seaside. 

There are a huge
array of social clubs
and events hosted
for all ages
throughout the
year, ranging from
film screenings and
live performances in
the three theatres
within the town
centre, to sea
swimming and
water sports along
the coast. 
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There are a large
number of both state
and private schools
within the town, as
well as multiple early
years settings and
further education
colleges, with popular
universities in the
nearby cities of
Brighton and
Chichester.

Those seeking scenic
walks need look no
further than the
stunning South
Downs - with routes
starting just a few
minutes away from
St. Richard’s church -
or the beautiful
coastline with views
for miles. Anyone
wanting to explore
further afield can visit
the local villages,
woodlands and rivers
of Sussex and Kent
easily by train, bus or
car.
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 is rooted in a prayerful life
will help us grow in confidence in our faith through deepening our
knowledge and understanding of the Bible, prayer, and worship.
is able to discern individual abilities and with energy to encourage and
support lay participation and leadership.
will provide passion and enthusiasm in leading the PCCs in developing
future vision of each parish with creativity and imagination
 is able to work pastorally and inclusively with all ages, individuals and
families
has the ability to run a benefice recognising how the experiences and
traditions of each church can be mutually beneficial
is willing to give and receive feedback in an open minded and positive
way
can bring fresh ideas to energise us
is comfortable with both Eucharistic and other forms of worship
is able to work collaboratively with our PTO Clergy, Readers, Choir and
Laity to provide a range of worship and music across the Benefice.
is financially aware and has knowledge and confidence to take
strategic decisions
along with our Children ‘s and Youth worker will build on our links with
local schools

The Person We Are Looking For As A Benefice

The congregations of both Churches have seen big changes in the past
decade and look forward to further developing the Church’s mission,
building on the support already given by non-regular churchgoers to
various events and activities which have been offered.

With this in mind, we pray our new Priest will be someone who:

This is clearly a demanding position but our new priest will have the
prayerful support and friendship of our Churchwardens, PCC, and
congregation. We do of course recognise that they will need space for
spiritual and personal development and all PCC members have received
the General Synod document “A Covenant for Clergy Care and Wellbeing”.

OUR FUTURE5
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Welcome to St Andrew’s West Tarring 
in the Diocese of Chichester 

 

 

Aerial view of the church looking North (with Steeplejack at work) 
 

Address: Church Road, Worthing, BN13 1HQ    
What3words: vocal.craft.handed  

Church website - https://www.standrewwesttarring.co.uk/  
Patrons: The Archbishop of Canterbury and the Bishop of Chichester 

 

https://www.standrewwesttarring.co.uk/
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Looking towards the  
Lych Gate 
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 1: About Tarring    
 
Tarring is a thriving community, officially called West Tarring, a neighbourhood of the 
Borough of Worthing in West Sussex. Tarring lies on the A2031 1.2 miles north-west of 
Worthing town centre.  The busy A27 runs to the North, the A259 to the South with the 
A24 to London starting North of the Parish.   West Worthing railway station has direct 
regular links to Brighton, Portsmouth, Southampton and London.  There are two local 
buses that provide transport to the town centre. The 700 bus serves the coast between 
Brighton and Portsmouth.   
 
Local shops in the immediate vicinity include a tea room,  a village store, 2 cafes, Tesco 
local, 2 hairdressers, a dry cleaners, 2 pubs and a pharmacy.   Within Tarring there is a 
Doctor’s Surgery, Infant and Junior Schools,a High School and Colleges nearby. 
 
The area is sought after to reside in, with the English Channel to the South and the South 
Downs to the North.   There are excellent road and rail links and both Gatwick and 
Southampton airports are within 45 minutes.  
 
Not too far away there are further amenities including restaurants and churches of other 
denominations plus schools, colleges and care homes, including one in the Parish under 
construction and due for completion in early 2023. 
 
Tarring Park holds several community events during the year as well as providing a 
children’s play area, tennis courts, an area to walk dogs and a bowling green. 
 

 The new playground equipment for Tarring Park 
 
West Tarring still retains something of its village past, with many historic buildings of 
great character.  The ancient fig gardens, perhaps dating back to the 12th Century, are 
opened once a year on the first Saturday of July.  
The village was granted a royal charter in 1444 to hold a weekly market which has now 
become an annual event held at the end of May/beginning of June.  There are usually a 
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variety of stalls such as crafts, home-made produce, plants, books and bric-a-brac, with 
activities for children.  This is a major outreach event and fundraiser for the church and 
local charity selected each year. 

 Recent Parish BBQ on the Old Palace Lawn 
 
The parish was a peculier of the Archbishops of Canterbury, who had a Palace here; the 
surviving part, known as the Old Palace, is a Grade I listed building and is situated 
between the Church and the Rectory, and is now used as the Church Hall.  It is also hired 
on a regular basis by the Baby and Toddler Group, Dancing School, a pre-school and the 
5th Worthing Girl Guides.  It is also available for hire for children’s parties, coffee 
mornings, etc.  Morris dancers perform at least three times a year in the High Street: 
January - Wassailing; May - May Day; June - Green Man. 
 
The Clergy are supported by regular deanery Chapter meetings, through training courses 
and materials at a Diocesan level.  Help and support is also available through the Rural 
Dean and Archdeacon. 
 
The Deanery Synod meets 3 times a year and representatives from the PCC attend and 
report back. 
 
The Diocesan Synod meets regularly but at present does not have a representative from 
the PCC. 
 
Diocesan initiatives include supporting at Parish level the AFIA (Away from it all) Holidays 
for deprived families, through the West Tarring Branch of the Mothers’ Union. 
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2: The Wider Context 
 

 
  

The Parish of St Andrew’s West Tarring (from A Church Near You) 
 
 
The 2011 census has the following statistics for West Tarring. 
 
Population of 14,726 with the Parish Electoral Roll in 2022 of 198. 
 
Deprivation ranking of the parish is 7,554 out of 12,307 where 1 is the most deprived. 
 
Just 4.7% of the population living in the parish were from an ethnic minority background. 
 
58.6% registered themselves as Christian and 38.8 with no religion. 
 
There were 21.2% under 18, 12.4% from 18-29, 47.8% between 30-6 and 18.6% over 65. 
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3: About the Parish  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Nave Altar at 
Christmas 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rectory, which the Diocese has currently let out, is a detached property over three 
floors, with the ground floor housing a kitchen and utility rooms, a dining room, sitting 
room, cloakroom and study.   On the first floor there is a bathroom, shower room, four 
bedrooms and a small flight of stairs which takes you up to two small attic rooms. There is 
a large secluded tree bordered garden with shed and garage as well as parking for 4-6 
cars.  There is also a point for charging an electric vehicle. 
 
Our joint Parish Share for the year 2022 was £76,967 of which St Richard’s paid around 
£6,000.  For the last two years we have been unable to pay the difference and we have 
negotiated a payment of £50,000 for last year and this year in the hope that, at some 
stage, we will be able to make up the shortfall. 
 
Due to the population not habitually carrying cash now we have seen a drop off in our 
collection plate giving.  Although we have seen our regular givers converting to the 
Parish Giving Scheme which facilitates the claiming of Gift Aid, as well as slowly 
increasing with the contactless payment machine, especially at weddings and baptisms.   
Our congregation is always very generous with the Rector’s hardship fund for families 
and DEC appeals. 
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Our regular congregation is faithful  to God and supportive of their Churchwardens, 
although there are some who can be quite challenging.  There is a strong community 
spirit from those who do not attend regular services, for example attendance at 
Remembrance Sunday, All Souls, Christingle, Christmas and Easter Services.  We have on 
average eight Weddings a year and families come forward for Baptism on the 2nd and 3rd 
Sunday.   Our Youth and Family Worker has worked to strengthen links with the local 
Schools who request to hold their Carol Services in St Andrew’s Church and are now 
bringing from the First School into Church during the second term. 
 
 

The church was open for the community to come in and sign 
the Book of Remembrance and light candles for the late 
Queen Elizabeth II. 
 
 
 
 
 

The church is annually used as a Polling Station in local and national elections. 
 
We sponsor children to the Diocesan Childrens’ Pilgrimage and the Youth Pilgrimage 
both held at Walsingham.   
 
The church has a Walsingham Cell and we have an annual Parish Pilgrimage to 
Walsingham in August, attended by around 30 pilgrims from both St Andrew’s and other 
churches.  We consider ourselves to be a traditional Benefice with the Eucharist at the 
heart of our lives.  In both churches vestments are worn. Our Director of Music ensures 
our robed choir maintains a tradition of singing. They are well received with people often 
coming in and standing at the back of Church just to listen.  We would not want to lose 
these traditions.   
 
The PCC meet at least 4 times a year.  The main business of the PCC is conducted 
through the Standing Committee who have authority over the four employees and meet 
regularly, as required, passing decisions on to the PCC.  Electoral Roll numbers allow 12 
members of the PCC and 4 Deanery Synod members. 
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Previously within the PCC were sub committees comprising; Building Committee, Social 
Committee, Mission and Renewal Group. Whilst in Vacancy the Churchwardens have 
dealt with any enquiries. 
 
Mission and Renewal 
 
The Mission and Renewal group had recognised we need to invest more time into 
encouraging young people to engage with Church, particular concerns highlighted: 

● The age demographic of the current congregation 
● Engaging with families and children 
● Fostering a welcoming attitude to all, especially young people 
● Getting families to engage with the perceived restrictions of a Church building 
● Recognise we must not lose what we have 

 
There are two paid staff to support the Priest,   

● The part-time Parish Administrator - 16 hours per week over 4 days with a day off 
dependent on the Priest’s day off. 

● The full-time Youth and Family Worker - 37 hours per week 
 
There is a paid Caretaker for the Old Palace who works 10 hours per week 
The Director of Music works 40 hours per month All other roles undertaken are by 
volunteers 
 
During the vacancy we have been very well supported by retired Priests.  
 

The font at Harvest 
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Church Groups: 
 
Rosary Group 
The Rosary Group meet every Tuesday evening to say the Rosary. 
 
St Andrew’s Fellowship 
A monthly Tuesday afternoon meeting with an invited speaker on a variety of subjects 
with tea and fellowship. 
 
Mothers’ Union 
There is an active branch of the Mothers’ Union with a full diary of events planned. Each 
month there is an afternoon and an evening meeting. 
 
A member of the group attends every Baptism and each child receives a card and book 
to commemorate this very special occasion. 
 

The branch is involved in the “Ministry of Cake” sending cake into the children’s ward for 
everyone to enjoy. Pre-Covid the branch were able to visit the wards and be alongside the 
parents and children. It is hoped this can happen again in the future. 
 
The branch also supply both baby memory and emergency wash bags to Worthing 
Hospital.  Funds were raised for much needed  neonatal stethoscopes with the help from 
the congregation.  The Hospital Playleader has also needed contributions for toys and 
play equipment which have been supported with fundraising from the branch. 
 
Baby and Toddler Group 

 
St Andrew’s thriving Baby and Toddler Group, which has run for over 50 years, is very well 
attended . Our Youth and Families worker greets everyone at the desk, meeting at the 
Old Palace once a week in Term Time on a Wednesday afternoon.  There is also the 
opportunity to guide carers making enquiries about Baptisms.  A full programme of 
activities is offered and fun is ensured.  We like to think we are sharing Christ’s love in our 
interactions with everyone.   
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4: Our Church 
 
St Andrew’s Church sits in the centre of Tarring Village, adjoining Tarring Park and 
Bowling Club and within walking distance of Worthing Town Centre.  The Church is 
Grade II* listed and was built in the 13th Century on the site of an earlier building.  The 
Tower and Chancel came later in the 15th Century with the wood-shingled octagonal 
spire following in the 16th Century.  The Tower houses a peal of six bells.  The lychgate was 
built as a memorial to those who fell in the First World War.   The interior comprises a 
nave, two side aisles and the Chancel with the High Altar at the East end. There is also a 
Nave Altar which is used for the majority of services, and a Lady Chapel which is also in 
regular use. The inside of the Church has many splendid mosaics inspired by ancient 
mosaics in Ravenna, Italy.   
 
In recent years the spire has suffered storm damage needing the replacement of the 
shingles. We have recently completed the re-shingling of the whole West face. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
The extensive Churchyard is closed for burials and the grass cutting is carried out by the 
Council. There is one Commonwealth War Grave. There are numerous ornamental cherry 
trees which are much admired in spring. The flagpole was recently renewed and is 
regularly used.  
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When the two churches of St Andrew’s and St Richard’s joined to make a united benefice 
the Parish office at St Andrew’s moved to a more modern bright space at St Richard’s 
which also enabled social distancing and internet connection.   The small office at St 
Andrew’s was challenging being small, partially below ground level and prone to damp.  
This space is now used on Sunday’s for Sermon Skivers to meet.  
 

  
The children’s area decorated for Harvest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Parish Administrator deals with all correspondence and printing, taking phone calls 
and liaising with marriage couples, baptism and bereaved families.   
 
We have a Youth and Families Worker who works full time 37 Hours per week, which is 
flexible depending on School visits, Diocese meetings and the needs of the Parish.   Every 
term time Sunday there will be a Sermon Skivers activity..  Events for the wider Parish 
such as Christingle, School Carol Concerts, Easter Egg Hunts and Easter Gardens, 
Mothering Sunday activities, and craft sessions are also factored in.    Our Youth and 
Families Worker has just been appointed Lead for the Diocese for the Children’s 
Pilgrimage. 
 
Our Safeguarding Officer looks after training and awareness in safeguarding matters, and 
also undertakes Home Communions for those unable to get to church. 
 

The Churchwardens will arrange for churchyard tidy ups and church cleaning sessions 
before special events, as well as arranging Parish events. 
 
The PCC recently agreed to rent two coffee machines which have proved very successful 
with coffee after church and for social gatherings.  Our vision would be to offer hospitality 
outside the West Door in a conservatory style building. 
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Some comments from our congregation: 
 
“I still remember my first Sunday, I had such a lovely welcome” 
“People are very welcoming” 
“My extended family” 
“It’s my Parish Church, I love it” 
 
Our current weekly services comprise: 

Sunday 
St Andrew’s West Tarring 

 
08.00 a.m. 

 
Said Mass 

St Andrew’s West Tarring 10.00 a.m. Sung Mass 

Tuesday 
St Andrew’s West Tarring 

 
07.00 p.m. 

 
Rosary Group 

Friday 
St Andrew’s West Tarring 

 
09.00 a.m. 

 
Said Mass 

Every other Saturday 
Prayer for Vacancy 

 
 

 

 

During lockdown we had regular Friday and Sunday services on Youtube. 
 

Prior to Covid we had a regular sung Evensong on Sunday evenings which we long to 
bring back, and occasional informal Morning Prayer, Taizé, Stations of the Cross, Bible 
study, and other services. It is hoped that some of these can be gradually reintroduced as 
we come out of vacancy.   
 
Before the vacancy the 10am Parish Eucharist on the first Sunday of each month was held 
as a Family Service; however with visiting priests this is now not always possible. 
 
We also held an Open Church on two afternoons a week but this was discontinued 
during the pandemic and is yet to be revived.    
 
We have close links with St Symphorian’s in Durrington Parish and enjoy shared events 
such as Quiz evenings, Lent and Advent courses, Ascension Day Mass and others. 
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The Church owns/manages three properties:  
1. Leasehold flat in Ravenswood Court 
2. Freehold House in Church Way 
3. Freehold House in Upton Road 
 
During the vacancy the Churchwardens have endeavoured to ensure there is an event 
most months to keep the Parish together and motivated. 
 
May - Pilgrimage to Canterbury Cathedral with Mass in the Jesus Chapel led by one of our 
retired Priests (with St Richard’s and St Symphorians) 
June - Jubilee  Platinum Fair 
August - Walsingham Youth and Adult Pilgrimages, Parish BBQ 
September - Ride & Stride, Harvest Festival 
November - St Andrew’s Day, trip to Winchester Cathedral and Christmas Markets 
December - Christingle 
 
There is a fortnightly “Prayer for the Vacancy” meeting held in church, which is open to all 
and has regular attendees.  
 

 
 

A view of our Church from the Bowling Green 
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