
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

January 2023 

 

Priest in Charge: Burnham Westgate, Burnham Norton, Burnham Overy, Burnham Thorpe, Burnham Sutton 

with Ulph – The Burnhams 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Thank you for your interest in the post of Priest in Charge for The Burnhams benefice comprising Burnham 

Westgate, Burnham Norton, Burnham Overy, Burnham Thorpe, Burnham Sutton with Ulph. 

 

This letter is intended to supplement the information given in the Profile, adding a slightly wider perspective 

and some further information.  Please join me in holding the benefices in your prayers as to discern who might 

be called to serve as their next parish priest. 

 

The Parishes and this job  

 

The details of this role are more fully set out in the Parish Profile. This part of this Letter explains more about 

the local context and proposed pastoral reorganisation. 

 

The population of the Deanery in which this benefice lies was 23,094 in the 2021 census.  In 2018, it was 

22,636.  The population of the benefice in 2018 was 1,212. We do not yet have 2021 figures, but the deanery 

picture suggests that the benefice population will not greatly have expanded.  The neighbouring coastal 

benefice of Holkham had a 2018 population of 2,920. In time, therefore, it is likely that each benefice will 

have a half time parish priest. 

 

The missional needs of this area are considerable, not least to the large number of second homeowners, 

owners of static caravans and tourists.  The potential for welcoming these groups of people is great but 

requires an intentional approach to ministry to them.  We hope very much that the next priest of The 

Burnhams will be someone who cultivates a culture of openness and welcome in order to facilitate this new 

mission, as well as caring for the current congregation. 

 

Diocese and Deanery  

 

The Diocese of Norwich’s vision is to be Transformed by Christ:  Prayerful, Pastoral, Prophetic.  You can find 

out more information about this at https://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/about/vision-and-priorities/. Work is currently 

underway on the nine priority areas that will help us live out and deliver this vision.   The next priest-in-charge 

of The Burnhams will be someone who is excited by this vision and who is able to see ways in which it can be 

made a lived reality in the benefices. 

 

The Rt Revd Graham Usher, Bishop of Norwich since 2019, wrote an introduction to the Diocese which you 

can find at https://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/app/uploads/2020/12/Our-Life-Together-2021.pdf.  This will tell 

you more about the character, structure and organisation of the Diocese.  Please be aware that it was written 
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when the Diocesan vision was still being worked out and when the Bishop of Lynn who writes this letter to 

you had not been appointed.  The document is nevertheless well worth reading. 

 

The Burnhams fall within the Archdeaconry of Lynn and within the Deanery of Burnham & Walsingham.  The 

Rural Dean is the Revd Clive Wylie.  The Diocese of Norwich operates an informal area scheme and the 

Bishop of Lynn’s area of oversight is coterminous with the archdeaconry.  The Archdeaconry is also cared for 

by Archdeacon Catherine Dobson who works closely with the bishop for the welfare of the benefices. 

 

There are 6 posts of incumbent status in the Deanery of Burnham & Walsingham. There is 1 Licensed Lay 

Minister (Reader) and 11 Authorised Worship Assistants (AWAs).  The deanery is blessed with the ministry 

of retired clergy, 23 of whom hold the Bishop of Norwich’s Permission to Officiate.   Attendance at Deanery 

Synod and Chapter is an expectation, and all diocesan clergy are encouraged to give some part of their time 

and energies to the wider life of the Diocese.  

 

Housing  

The accommodation provided is described in the profile. Questions about the house should be directed to 

the Archdeacon of Lynn, the Venerable Catherine Dobson (archdeacon.lynn@dioceseofnorwich.org). 
 

Patronage  

Patrons for the benefice are: 

The Master, Fellows and Scholars of Christ College, Cambridge 

The Lord Chancellor 

The Norwich Diocesan Board of Patronage 

  

Enquiries, Applications and Interviews  

An application can be made through Pathways, via the diocesan website at  

https://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/about/vacancies/.  

 

 

The closing date for applications is Friday 24th February and interviews will be held on Wednesday 22nd 

March. 

 

If you would like to have an informal discussion before deciding whether to apply, please do be in touch by 

telephone or e-mail with the Archdeacon. 

 

Yours faithfully,  

 

 
 

 

The Rt Revd Dr Jane Steen  

Bishop of Lynn  
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