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The Burnham Benefice

In the Burnham and Walsingham Deanery, within the Diocese of Norwich.

Comprising the Churches of:
Burnham Overy St Clement’s 
Burnham Market St Mary’s and St Margaret’s 
Burnham Sutton cum Ulph All Saints’
Burnham Thorpe All Saints’     

All the churches are within 1½ miles of the Rectory
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Thank you for your interest in our half-time Priest-in-Charge post in the 
Burnhams Benefice. 

Our new Priest-in-Charge will be responsible for the pastoral care, and 
worship life of five beautiful North Norfolk villages. 

The Burnhams Benefice consists of four parishes, 
with the five churches and most of the houses 
geographically within a circle extending two 
to three miles east-west, and one or two miles 
south from the north Norfolk coast. St Margaret’s 
and St Mary’s were combined into a single 
Parish “Burnham Market with Norton”, and their 
administration shared.

The area attracts second homeowners and 
holiday makers. Well over 80% of the housing 
is used for these purposes, with many second 
homes being let commercially during the season. 
Holiday makers are welcomed by the regular 
congregations.

There is a County Primary School (4-11 years) in 
Burnham Market. The school is small by national 
standards, but it is part of the Wensum Trust  
(www.wensumtrust.org.uk). The catchment 
area includes neighbouring villages. Pupils 
transition to the High School in Wells (11-16 years, 
6 miles away), also part of the Wensum Trust. 
Alternatively, pupils transition to Fakenham (11-
18 years, 10 miles away) or Kings Lynn College of 
West Anglia (22 miles away).

Welcome

Christingle at Burnham Market Primary School
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The Benefice is committed to making known the Gospel of Christ both in 
word and in daily life within the wider community. 

Our vision is to:
•  Enable the mission and ministry of the 

Burnham Benefice by engaging our community 
of both full and part-time residents.

•  To work closely with our new Priest-in-
Charge to develop our worship and witness, 
whilst respecting the time constraints of a 
half-time post. 

•  To deepen our discipleship through new 
opportunities for teaching, and encouraging 
small groups for study and prayer

•  To explore the possibility of developing one 
of our beautiful buildings into a community 
space, to support our outreach to the wider 
community

•  To encourage lay participation in church life, 
worship and outreach 

•  To enable our churches’ to offer hospitality 
and welcome

We are looking forward to working alongside 
our new Priest-in-Charge to enable our vision 
to become reality and fulfilling God’s mission in 
our Benefice.

Mission and Vision

We will work together with our new Priest-in-Charge, our Benefice and our 
community, to further the Gospel of Christ and to support and maintain the 
beautiful buildings entrusted to our care.  

We commit to ensuring the safeguarding of children, young people, and 
vulnerable adults. We have two Benefice safeguarding officers in post and the 
policies are clearly displayed in all our churches.

Our Commitment  
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The Benefice seeks a Priest-in-Charge who will: 

•  Lead us spiritually and pastorally, helping us towards a better 
understanding of the nature of God. 

•  Inspire us with enthusiasm and be a visible presence in the community.  
•  Who will help us look outwards to our community and the wider world.

Embrace the opportunity for mission in this area of outstanding natural 
beauty. Including:

• Working with our local schools
•  Supporting the community in times of need and celebration
•  Be comfortable with a variety of liturgy including BCP
•  Balance the needs of permanent and transient visitor population
•  Appreciate the historic nature of our unique buildings and connections with 

Admiral Nelson
•  Explore developing St Mary’s, Burnham Westgate into a community space.

Our Needs
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Worship

The worship pattern is to offer a Benefice weekly Holy Communion service 
at 8am and 10am on Sundays, moving around the benefice, and 9.30am 
on Wednesday morning. There is a weekly Evensong service at 6.30pm on 
Sundays at Burnham Sutton. Our current pattern of worship is:

Sunday Church Time Notes

First Sunday All Saints, Burnham Thorpe 8am CW Holy Communion

10am CW Holy Communion

All Saints, Burnham Sutton 6.30pm BCP Evensong

Second Sunday St Clement’s, Overy Town 8am BCP Holy Communion

10am CW Holy Communion

All Saints, Burnham Sutton 6.30pm BCP Evensong

Third Sunday All Saints, Burnham Sutton 8am CW Holy Communion

10am CW Holy Communion

6.30pm BCP Evensong

Fourth Sunday St Margaret’s, Burnham Norton 8am BCP Holy Communion

10am BCP Holy Communion

All Saints, Burnham Sutton 6.30pm BCP Evensong

Fifth Sunday St Mary’s, Burnham Westgate 8am CW Holy Communion

10am CW Holy Communion

Every Wednesday All Saints, Burnham Sutton 9.30am BCP Holy Communion

The Churches within the Benefice embrace a 
range of Anglican worship based on traditional 
and modern service formats. St Margaret’s, 
Burnham Norton has a long tradition of offering 
BCP at all their services. The Benefice is willing 
to explore different styles of worship such as 
occasional Taizé and healing services. 

The Church tradition of the Benefice is ‘Middle of 
the Road’ and we strive to be inclusive. 

There is an active retired priest based in the 
Benefice who would fully support the new Priest-
in-Charge. 
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The Benefice

There are two Parish Churches in Burnham Market, St Mary’s Westgate and 
All Saints, Sutton. Burnham Norton is half a mile to the north, Overy Church 
one mile east and Thorpe Church one and a half miles southeast. Each Parish 
has its own PCC, maintains its own finances, and is responsible for its own 
proportion of the parish share. 

The five medieval churches are of exceptional historical interest and 
attraction, an outstanding feature of the area.

Hearing in Church 

All churches except the relatively small Sutton are equipped with 
amplification and loop systems for hearing aid users. All are well lit and have 
heating systems.

The Burnhams’ newsletter & Benefice website

The Burnhams’ Newsletter is delivered to every house in the Burnhams 
each month. This usually includes a letter from the Priest-in-Charge and the 
Church Service Rota, and times of other Services are provided together with 
local news, articles and many useful advertisements.     

A Benefice website is maintained for information about services and church 
activities: www.burnhamsbenefice.org.uk 
Our Facebook page is also popular: 
www.facebook.com/The-Burnhams-Benefice-Norfolk-251327428093
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Burnham Overy Parish Profile
Electoral roll: 16     PCC: 5     Average Sunday attendance (Benefice): 35-40

St Clement’s serves the Parish of Burnham Overy (the name means over 
the river). The Parish is in two parts - Overy Town and Overy Staithe, about 
one mile apart connected by Mill Road. Overy Town is a hamlet between 
Burnham Market and Overy Staithe, and this is where the church is situated

Overy Staithe is at the mouth of the River Burn 
which runs into a tidal creek, attracting many 
holiday makers. Sailing is popular during the 
summer months, while bird watching, walking 
and golf (at Brancaster) are enjoyed throughout 
the year. There are approximately 265 houses of 
which 70-75% are holiday homes. Permanent 
residents and weekenders are all very much part 
of the community. There is a thriving village hall, 
tennis courts, a large playing field, play park and 
football pitch for the young, a sailing club and a 
popular pub serving excellent food.

St Clement’s is a large cruciform building, begun 
in the Norman era. The transepts are no longer 
in existence, except for the short remains of the 
southern one which is used as a vestry. It also 
retains its south aisle to the nave and south 
porch. The central tower has been lowered and is 
now topped with an attractive bell turret.

The area beneath the tower has been 
transformed with the addition of a disabled 
toilet and small kitchen, which together with an 
extensive roof renovation was paid for partly by 
The Listed Places of Worship Roof Repair Fund 
and overseen by the Fabric Officer (who happens 
to be a second homeowner) supported by the 
PCC. These facilities, together with a Chancel 
which has moveable chairs allows up to host 
other events such as Jubilee celebration lunches, 
harvest lunches, craft fairs, cafes, parish council 
meetings and art exhibitions. 

Burnham Overy Staithe 
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An exchange of glebe land for part of a field 
adjacent to the church has provided a much-
needed car park with a new well-lit path to the 
church. The facilities help with hospitality as 
well as worship. The PCC has always paid its 
proportion of the Parish Share in full.
 
There are Communion services at 8.00 am and 
10.00.am on the second Sunday of each month 
following the Benefice rotation. A small group of 
singers lead the singing at the 10.00 am service.
There is an annual Harbour Service on the 
quay at the Staithe following the Fête which 
is jointly organised by the Church and Village 
Hall committee during the August Bank holiday 
weekend. A Remembrance Day service is held at 
the village War Memorial in November. Informal 
‘after sail’ chats by the Boathouse with the Vicar 
proved popular during the holiday season with 
the last Incumbent, depending on the tides.

Hospitality at St Clement’s

Harbour service

Harbour service Remembrance at Overy Staithe 
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The Parish of St Mary’s, Burnham Market 
and St Margaret’s, Burnham Norton
Electoral roll: 15     PCC: 6     Average Sunday attendance (Benefice): 35-40

Church Wardens and PCC 

At present, both St Margaret’s and St Mary’s are 
without Church Wardens. The PCC consists of 7 
members who play an active part in church and 
parish life. The amalgamation of St Mary’s and St 
Margaret’s into a single parish, in 2012, shares the 
administration of both churches. 

St Mary’s, Burnham Market

Although much of the church was restored in 1872 
many early features remain. The tower, of about 
1310, is surmounted by a battlemented parapet 
added about 1500 with most unusual carved 
figures on the panels. The porch, once two storied, 
is 15th century. The south doorway is 14th century 
with a chancel arch of similar date. The large east 
window glass was designed in 1953.

The masonry and roof are in good order and the 
roof is alarmed. The church has a sound and loop 
system. Christ’s College, Cambridge is the Lay 
Rector and have given substantial grants for work 
on the chancel. 

Worship

Services include Remembrance Sunday, a 
Carol Service held just before Christmas. The 
Church is used by the Village Primary School for 
their annual Carol Service. Midnight Mass on 
Christmas Eve has always held at St Mary’s. 

With 3 churches in such close proximity to the 
centre of Burnham Market, we have started 
to explore the possibility of developing St 
Mary’s Church into a performance space and 
community hub.

Remembrance in Burnham Market
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Stone FontThe two St Margarets‘Wineglass’ pulpit at St Margaret’s

St Margaret’s, Burnham Norton

The original church and its round tower were built 
c1070 AD with Saxon and Norman details, the 
church being extended in the 13th century, with 
later improvements in the 15th century. It has a 
commanding view of the sea half a mile away, 
and the burial grounds of Burnham Westgate and 
Sutton with Ulph are adjacent to its own cemetery. 

There is a fine Norman font and a 1450 wine glass 
pulpit (not in use). The 1985 organ is by Roger 
Pulham, Woodbridge. The interior is light and 
tranquil, the only stained glass, installed in 1927, 
is at the east end and commemorates St Margaret 
of Antioch and Saint Margaret, Queen Scotland. 
The Book of Common Prayer is used at all services.
 

Finances

The financial situation at present is sound. The 
Parish Share has been paid in full, with help from 
the revenue from the Burnham Breck Camping 
Site. Fundraising events takes place in St Mary’s 
at the time of the Burnham Market Craft Fair held 
annually in August. At all fund raising activities 
the PCC is greatly helped by parishioners and 
those from the wider community. 

Burnham Breck & Church Camping

In 2016 Glebe Land attached to St Margaret’s 
Church, which had been leased to local 
farmers for about 120 years was returned and 
the lease ended. The PCC decided to offer 
summer camping on the 5 acre field which 
has a spectacular view of the sea and Overy 
Staithe Mills, but is otherwise not overlooked. 
A team of volunteers made the site ready and 
provided facilities during a 28 day (statutory) 
period in August which proved to be extremely 
popular. The business which has been registered 
as a trading arm of the PCC is still building its 
resources, and installed septic drainage for 
toilets for the 2019 season. Hot showers are 
also provided www.burnhambreck.com. All 
profits, apart from those applied to growing the 
business, go to the church and local charities.

Joint Graveyard Extension

Space in the joint graveyards adjoining St 
Margaret’s churchyard and serving the Parishes 
of Westgate and Sutton are nearing capacity. Half 
an acre of land has been purchased from a local 
farmer, who owns the field on the west aspect 
of the church. This area has been prepared and 
fenced with lockable access via Cross Lane from 
Bellamy’s Lane. This small field currently serves 
(and will continue to do so for some time) as a 
parking area for 80 cars with access to the church 
through St Margaret’s graveyard. There is an on-
site portable toilet for the use of those attending 
church services.

Summer camping fun 
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Burnham Sutton Cum Ulph
Electoral roll: 8     PCC: 5     
Average Sunday attendance (Benefice): Morning 30, Evensong 12

This is the smallest and the oldest of the five churches, dating back to Saxon 
times. There was a thriving Saxon community in the area, with the economy 
derived from the sea as well as from the land. There is a Saxon burial ground 
two fields away!

The name derives from the 18C when Sutton 
Church, now in ruins 400 yards to the south, was 
consolidated with Ulph Church, whose building is 
the one still in use. The parish until fifty years ago 
consisted of a few old houses, several cottages 
for agricultural workers and a large proportion of 
council houses. Since then there has been much 
building, with houses erected on small estates or 
infilling between the older properties. 

All Saints’ Church is a flint church with a simple 
nave and chancel, a south porch and a north 
vestry. There is no tower, but a single bell hangs 
in a bellcote. The building is in a good state of 
repair and has an efficient heating system! The 
finances are sound, the Parish Share is paid in full 
and there are capital reserves for future expenses.

Burnham Sutton cum Ulph is the venue for the 
annual All Souls’ Service for the bereaved of the 
Benefice, attracting people who do not normally 
attend church. It also holds the Christingle 
Service at 5pm on Christmas Eve, which has 
been celebrated every year since 1985. This is a 
Benefice Christmas Service for the young and 
attracts many children, both local residents and 
holiday makers alike.
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The Parish of Burnham Thorpe
Electoral roll: 9     PCC: 5     Average Sunday attendance (Benefice): 35-40

The original building dates back to the 13th century. It was renovated in the 
l840s and completely restored in memory of Lord Nelson 1890s-1902. The 
building is situated away from the village and near the Manor House. 

The interior was lime washed and is light, bright 
and airy. There are a few pews at the west end 
of the Church but most of the seating is on 
individual chairs. This lends itself to versatile 
usage. The capacity is approximately two 
hundred plus the seating in the choir stalls. The 
acoustics and lay out make an excellent venue for 
concerts and visiting choirs. 

The Churchyard

The old Churchyard was closed in the 1950s. The 
new Churchyard adjoins this and villagers take 
great pride in preserving this very peaceful area. If 
the population remains constant, there should be 
sufficient space for burials into the next century, 
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Lord Nelson’s Birthplace

Lord Nelson’s father was the Rector from 1755 
to 1803 and lived with his family at the old 
parsonage (pulled down in 1803). This is where 
Lord Nelson was born and where he spent his 
childhood. He returned to the village during 
his time ashore. The graves of his mother and 
father are situated in the chancel of the church 
and brother and sister in the churchyard. Many 
people make a pilgrimage to the village and find 
much information in the Church. Most appreciate 
the village being entirely unspoilt. 

The Nelson Memorial Hall

The Hall is unique. It was built in the 1890s as 
a place of worship while the church was being 
renovated in memory of Lord Nelson. In 190I when 
the services were once again held in All Saints it 
was leased back to the villagers as a parish room. 
In the 1950s the Diocesan Board of Finance were 
made the custodians and it is run as a charity by a 
group of managers who are entirely responsible 
for the upkeep, finance and usage. The deeds state 
the Rector and Churchwardens should be part of 
the management committee. At present the hall is 
used for village meetings, table tennis, village and 
church activities and private functions.
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The Rectory

A modern detached house, adjacent to St Mary’s Burnham Market is set in 
quarter of an acre. There are two garages, a good-sized garden mainly lawn, 
shrubs, bushes and trees. Downstairs - kitchen, utility room, sitting room, 
dining room, toilet and wash basin, hall and study. Upstairs - 4 bedrooms, 
bathroom and shower room; cupboards in all bedrooms. Underfloor oil 
central heating upstairs and downstairs. Parking for 4-6 cars

The Burnhams and Neighbourhood

Burnham Market has a wide range of shops, 
including the post office/newsagent, butcher, 
fishmonger, general stores and garage/petrol 
station. In addition there are delicatessens, 
a wine shop, several gift shops, art galleries, 
clothes shops, a hotel, pub, wine bar and bistro 
as well as an award-winning restaurant. There 
are also several tea shops. These appeal to the 
many holiday makers and visitors to the area. 
There are Village Halls in Burnham Market, Overy 
and Thorpe.

Entrance to the Rectory
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Churches of other 
Denominations
There are good relations with the local Roman 
Catholic Church, which is served by a priest from 
Wells Next the Sea.

Financial Statement
At present, not every Parish is able to pay its 
proportion of the Parish Share in full and those 
that do are paying from reserves or income from 
the extremely popular Benefice camping site. This 
situation, together with a low resident population, 
has led to us to seek a half-time Priest-in-charge. 
The Priest-in-Charge’s expenses are paid in full.

Music in the 
Burnhams
There is an active music scene in the Burnhams. 
Music in the Burnhams work with the village 
school having at least 6 recitals a year and a yearly 
workshop held in church. There are also recitals at 
Sutton including a Christmas Carol recital each year. 

 

Internet and 
mobile phone
The area has fibre-optic cabling. Mobile phone 
coverage is good for such a rural area

Countryside and  
the seas
People who visit the area are attracted by the 
sailing at Burnham Overy Staithe and Brancaster 
Staithe. There is an excellent golf course at 
Brancaster. The wildlife is spectacular throughout 
the year, from a large winter migration of geese, 
to the wide variety of sea birds and waders. The 
wide sandy beaches and salt marshes are often 
deserted and a haven for dog walkers and bird 
watchers. The coastline has been designated an 
area of outstanding natural beauty. 

Health Care Provision
Primary care is provided by the newly opened 
surgery building (March 2022) for the General 
Practice in Burnham Market. This is partnered with 
the General Practice at Wells-next-the-sea. The 
nearest general hospitals are the Queen Elizabeth at 
King’s Lynn or the Norfolk and Norwich University 
Hospital (in Norwich), 23 and 37 miles away. There is 
a private Dental practice within the village.

Transport
There are regular coastal bus services to Cromer 
and Kings Lynn which stop on demand where it 
is safe, as well as at designated stops. They link 
with the service to Fakenham. The nearest railway 
station is King’s Lynn with an hourly service to 
London via Cambridge (1 hour 40 mins), and links 
to the west and north via Ely.

Concert at Burnham Norton 
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Churchwardens (area code 01328)

Burnham Overy St Clement                    Mrs Bridget Bunkle (738648) Miss Alirae Bunkle (07770 893706)

Burnham St Mary and St Margaret        VACANT

Burnham Sutton cum Ulph All Saints    Mr Anthonie Stilgoe (738237) Mr William Stilgoe (738818)

Burnham Thorpe All Saints                     Mrs Lettie Steele (730803) Mrs Sarah Greenall(738359)

Useful web sites 

Burnham and Walsingham Deaneries  www.dioceseofnorwich.org/about/deaneries/burnham/

Norwich Diocese  www.dioceseofnorwich.org  

Villages in the Benefice

Burnham Market www.burnhammarket.co.uk

 http://norfolkcoast.co.uk/location_norfolk/vp_burnhammarket.htm

Burnham Overy Staithe  http://norfolkcoast.co.uk/location_norfolk/vp_burnhamoverystaithe.htm

Burnham Thorpe http://norfolkcoast.co.uk/location_norfolk/vp_burnhamthorpe.htm

Burnham Norton  http://norfolkcoast.co.uk/location_norfolk/vp_burnhamnorton.htm

Local schools and colleges

Burnham Market Primary School www.wensumtrust.org.uk/burnhammarket
Wells High School www.wensumtrust.org.uk/aldermanpeel
Kings Lynn Schools www.pe30.com/schools_and_colleges_in_kings_ly.htm
Fakenham High School & College  www.fakenhamacademynorfolk.org

Private Schools

Gresham’s  www.greshams.com
Glebe House  www.glebehouseschool.co.uk
Beeston Hall  www.beestonhall.co.uk  

Useful contact details
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Thank you for considering applying for the 
half-time post as Priest-in-Charge of the 
Burnhams Benefice. We prayerfully wait 
for the right Anglican Priest to come and 
lead us and pray that the Holy Spirit will 
prompt the right person to apply. You will 
be guaranteed a warm Norfolk welcome.

Thank you
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Imagining the future.

Jesus said, “I came that they may have life, and 
have it abundantly” (John 10.10). We see the 
ministry of the whole diocese as being about 
how we live our life together for the flourishing 
of every person in every place. Any vision should 
help the local church to flourish and grow in 
confidence that we are loved by God.

Jesus also said, “If any want to become my followers, 
let them deny themselves and take up their cross 
and follow me” (Matthew 16.24). The heart of our 
mission is about being open to, and enabling 
others to discover, a life transformed by Christ.

We join in Christ’s mission, conscious of the five 
marks of mission of the Anglican Communion, 
through responding to God and the world.

We will prayerfully proclaim the Good News 
of the Kingdom, rooting ourselves in Scripture 
and the sacraments. We will wait upon God in 
stillness, contemplation and intercession. Our 
corporate prayer, an ongoing conversation with 
God, will embrace traditional, fresh expressions, 
online and evolving models of being Church.

We will pastorally model the ministry of the 
whole people of God after Jesus the good 
shepherd. We will respond with loving service 
to the needs of the communities where we live 
and work, and teach, baptise and nurture new 
believers.

We will prophetically speak out and act, with 
the fire of the Holy Spirit, challenging injustice, 
confronting violence, and working for peace 
and reconciliation. We will seek to safeguard the 
integrity of creation and sustain and renew the 
life of the earth.

Being open to all of this will enable God in Jesus 
to accomplish far more than all we can ask or 
imagine (Ephesians 3.20). If we allow the Holy 
Spirit to breathe God’s divine life into our human 
plans, much more will be made of them, for God 
can bring abundance from scarcity.

We are called to be faithful, as God is always 
faithful to us. By prayerfully placing the life of the 
diocese where our sails can best catch the wind of 
the Holy Spirit, God will take us where God wills.

Appendix

Vision and priorities for our life together
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The vision for the Diocese of Norwich 2021 – 2026:

Various pieces of work emerge from the three priorities within the vision

Prayerful

•  We will deepen our prayer 
life and learning and 
provide a sense of belonging 
within worship offered in a 
range of styles for all ages.

•  We will equip people in 
evangelism to find ways to 
share their faith during the 
week and be invitational to 
others to join the life of their 
local Church, recognising the 
particular need to engage 
with children, young people 
and families.

•  We will live a life of 
generous stewardship in 
response to God’s gifts to us.

Pastoral

•  We will promote and 
equip the variety of lay 
and ordained ministries, 
knowing that all are invited to 
hear God’s call and selflessly 
respond in loving service.

•  We will have honest 
conversations leading to 
decisions about the mission 
potential, viability and ways 
to ease the burden of our 
church buildings, many 
of which are treasured 
places of holiness, stillness 
and memory, whilst also 
exploring new possibilities 
for planting and nurturing 
Christian communities.

•  We will encourage every 
church community and 
church school to be 
engaged somehow, often 
in partnership, in loving 
service to its local, diocesan 
and world neighbours.

Prophetic

•  We will ensure an active 
priestly or lay worker/
enabler presence in 
our lowest economic 
communities as we seek 
to address the growing 
inequalities in our society.

•  We will seek to become a 
safe Church for all and one 
that embraces diversity and 
radical Christian inclusion.

•  We will work to ensure that 
ecological concerns are 
integral to our life together 
as we care for our single 
island planet home.

Transformed by Christ: 
Prayerful, Pastoral, Prophetic


