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An Introduction by the Bishop of Whitby 

Thank you very much for reading this profile for the post of Parish 

Priest in Kirkleatham. 

 

Kirkleatham is one of the north-east’s ancient Christian sites.  With 

the economic and social changes of the centuries, it has now 

become part of a larger conurbation.  Sometimes referred to as 

‘greater Redcar’, that comprises the parish of Kirkleatham, the 

parishes of Coatham & Dormanstown to the north and west, and St 

Peter’s Redcar to the east. 

 

The historic church of St Cuthbert’s Kirkleatham, and the newly built church of 

St Hilda’s, are the twin hubs of parish life and ministry.  The new (2021) St 

Hilda’s — replacing a poorly-built 1970 structure — is in its own way a symbol of 

the parish community’s commitment to revitalised mission. 

 

In consultation with the Deanery Leadership Team, we share the hope that a 

priest with a pioneering heart, based in Kirkleatham, will not only serve and lead 

the parish, but will also work closely with colleagues in Coatham & Dormanstown 

and St Peter’s, so that people across greater Redcar may be drawn afresh to 

faith in God through Jesus Christ, and that the congregations may develop as 

disciples in mission. 

 

In the longer term it may be that we best serve these aims through some 

revised descriptions of the duties of ministry, and it is important that the 

arrangements for ministry are sustainable.  For those reasons, the post at 

Kirkleatham is offered on the basis of a Priest in Charge, as was the case for the 

recent appointment at St Peter’s. 

 

We intend that post will put into effect the strategy set out in our diocesan 

vision, Living Christ’s Story https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/living-christs-story 

which we hope you will find stimulating and helpful, and to which we expect the 

appointee will be committed. 

 

I hope that if you sense that God might be calling you to this post, you would 

take matters further, and by all means contact one of us listed at the end of this 

profile for an informal conversation. 

 

 

The appointment will be made by the Bishop of Whitby, acting as the delegate of the 

Archbishop of York. The appointment will be subject to an Enhanced DBS Disclosure, 

Bishop’s reference, and eligibility to work in the UK. 

 

https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/living-christs-story


   

 

Overview 

The Parish is situated on the South West border of Redcar, a seaside town on the 

edge of the North York moors in the Archdeaconry of Cleveland and the Deanery 

of Guisborough.  The Parish was originally focussed on the village of Kirkleatham; 

a village steeped in history with the Grade 1 listed Church of St. Cuthbert built in 

1763 (though there has been a church on the site since the 9th century) the 17th 

century almshouses and chapel and a museum housed in the 18th century Free 

School for Boys.   

The area between Kirkleatham village and the coast was 

developed in the mid-20th century and the population rapidly 

increased to its present level of approximately 14,000. The 

provision for a Church situated within this residential area is 

well recognised and the foundation stone for the original 

Church of St. Hilda was laid in 1969. Our new build has been 

open since 2021 after the first church was demolished in 2017 

due to structural problems. 

St Hilda’s and St Cuthbert’s are both Parish Churches, working 

together with a single P.C.C. We are proud to support ‘Living 

Christ’s Story’ , the refreshed Diocesan Vision for the future, 

being committed to becoming more Christ-like and making an 

impact on our community for the benefit of all.  

Presently, we have a curate, an SSM, a reader, a reader-in-

training and 3 community ministers plus an active lay 

community enabling us to take our vision of the future 

forward. We are looking for someone who will encourage and 

support the lay involvement and work to ensure greater and 

deeper discipleship. 

Could you be the person to build on the opportunities afforded 

by our community involvement and thus make the link 

between community and faith journeys? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

Our Location 
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Our Buildings 

St Cuthbert  

St. Cuthbert’s is an 18th Century Church in a small village community, attracting 

a congregation of between 15-20. Since worship has restarted after Covid, some 

new regular attenders have been welcomed into the congregation. 

The main Sunday Eucharist (at 11:15) is derived from Common Worship Order 

One (Traditional Language) and was for many years led by the Choir to a setting 

by Merbecke. We are actively seeking to form a new and revitalised choir from 

both the congregations within our parish as well as the local community. The 

Church contains a fine 2 manual Organ, built by J. J. Binns of Leeds in 1919. The 

church has traditionally conducted most of the parish’s weddings and baptisms. 

The church is the only Grade 1 listed church in the Deanery.  It is unique in having 

attached the Turner family Mausoleum, which is also grade 1 listed and attracts 

visitors from far afield. Both are open to visitors on Wednesdays from March to 

November as a condition of previous grants received from English Heritage.  From 

time to time, it is also included in guided historical tours of the village.  

We are exploring ways of increasing the use of the Church building and furnishing 

a more sustainable building 

Kirkleatham Village is being heavily promoted by the local authority as a visitor 

attraction.  Since the opening of a new Walled Garden, we have received 

noticeably higher visitor numbers to the church compared with when there was 

only the Museum open.   

There is an “Open” churchyard, with an active “Friends of” group drawn from the 

local community. We envisage that consideration will soon have to apply to have 

the churchyard designated as “Closed” In this instance, primary responsibility for 

maintenance should pass from the PCC to the Local Authority. 

We see opportunities for mission around music, heritage, churchyard and 

occasional offices. 

 

 

  



   

St Hilda:  
The new St. Hilda’s Church and Community Hub was opened in May 2021 after 

the demolition (in 2017) of our 1970 original church.  The new building was 

designed to be flexible so that its use could be maximised for church and 

community use.  The building is both eco-friendly and sustainable.  The re-use of 

some original glass windows and a new picture window, depicting local landmarks, 

has enhanced the design.  The modern AV facilities have made worship more 

creative, and its use is also enjoyed by many community members. 

St. Hilda’s has a contemporary Family Communion service together with Sunday 

School each week except 1st Sunday in the month when an All Age, Cafe style 

service takes place.  A study group is well established. Guided by Jonny Hedges, 

the Stepping Up Course has provided leaders for a new Bereavement Drop-In 

(parish based) and Youth Work (Redcar wide in conjunction with Blank Canvas). 

The latest Mustard Seed course will provide one new leader shortly – she has set 

up a Toddler Group (parish based).  

The building is also a multi-purpose community space and is well used.  A Job 

Club, Café/Charity Shop, Knit and Natter, Exercises on Chairs and Wellbeing Drop-

in have all been established by the Parish for the benefit of the community.   

Other groups lease the building for a variety of activities/courses including Fitness 

(7 sessions per week), Homework Club, Yoga, Taekwondo, Aerobics, Salsa, 

Friendship Group, Parkinson’s Choir and Health & Wellbeing Support, Support for 

Ex-offenders, Specialist Employability Courses and Support for Domestic Abuse.  

Approximately, 300 people attend regular activities each week, with other visitors 

attending one-off or monthly activities include Table-Top Fairs, Craft Fairs and 

Children’s Parties.   

We have opened our building to the Warm Space initiative organised by the Local 

Authority. We have been involved in the pilot for ‘Brighter Lives’ to promote good 

mental health for clergy and faith communities. 

 

  



   

The Opportunities and Challenges we see 
The parish continues to be a focus for re-development and new housing in the 

local area, where deprivation rates are high.  This was a key reason for the 

diocese, community, local authority and a range of funding bodies supporting the 

parish in rebuilding St. Hilda's Church, when the previous building began to fail.  

The new Church doubles as a multi-purpose community space, which has quickly 

become very well used, and offers great opportunities for mission and outreach.   

The age profile of the congregations had changed significantly with a 

decrease in the number of those of working age.  Many of the lay 

workers are retired.  Since COVID, the opening of the new St. Hilda’s, 

and the opening of the Walled Garden in Kirkleatham Village, we have 

welcomed 10 new adult members and 3 new youngsters across the 

parish. However, there continues to be a challenge for outreach to 

the younger people and families that the new housing brings.  We 

hope to build on the lay-led youth work started during the Stepping 

Up programme, with the addition of a Youth Worker contracted for 

three years through Blank Canvas, working across Redcar.   

The heritage at St. Cuthbert's represents a significant opportunity for 

outreach and growth, which justifies the ongoing maintenance and 

restoration.  

Our Vision 
To continue the work of reaching out to the growing community in the parish of 

Kirkleatham centred around the church of St Hilda and to raise the profile of the 

Grade 1 listed Georgian church of St Cuthbert and attached Turner Mausoleum.  

The qualities and attributes we would look for in a priest are: 

• A people person with an infectious desire to share the love of Jesus 

• A confident, outgoing and experienced leader with a sense of humour 

• A strong spiritual and pastoral guide 

• Someone who will encourage and support the lay involvement and work 

to ensure greater and deeper discipleship 

• Someone to build on the opportunities afforded by community 

involvement and thus to make the link between community and faith 

journeys. 

• Valuing the potential to further develop the different styles of worship in 

our two churches, supporting the musical tradition at St Cuthbert’s. 

 

 

  



   

Worship 

Weekly Services 
St. Hilda's offer a contemporary family Communion Service together with Sunday 

school each week at 9.30am. However, on the 1st Sunday in the month we hold 

an alternative All Age Cafe style service which includes breakfast starting from 

9.15. The Approximate congregation is 35+ adults and 10 to 12 children.  

In addition to our Sunday services, we also offer morning Prayer at 9am on 

Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays with Midweek Communion held in our 

meeting room within our new parish centre at 10am on Thursdays.  

 

St Cuthbert’s offers a traditional Sung Eucharist each Sunday at 11:15am with 

Evensong (either Sung or Choral) being offered in the summer months. 

Feast Days 
The following festival/feast days are split across the two churches as below: 

 

Feast Day/Service Host Church Notes 

Christingle St Hilda’s Usually early Advent. 

Festival of Nine Lessons 
and Carols 

St Cuthbert’s Usually on 4th Sunday of 
Advent. 

Crib Service St Hilda’s  

Midnight Mass St Cuthbert’s Parish Service 

Christmas Morning St Hilda’s Parish Service 

Covenant Service Newcomen Methodist Parish joins with the local 
Methodist Church. 

Ash Wednesday St Cuthbert’s  

St Cuthbert St Cuthbert’s Observed either in March 
or for the translation of 

the relics in September. 
Parish Service with 

Newcomen Methodist 

Holy Week (Monday – 

Wednesday) 

St Hilda’s/St Cuthbert’s Evening services split 

between the churches. 

Maundy Thursday St Hilda’s/St Cuthbert’s Traditionally at St 
Hilda’s, but has been 
held at St Cuthbert’s. 

Good Friday – AM St Hilda’s Workshops and Crafts 

Good Friday – PM St Cuthbert’s Veneration of the Cross 

Ascension Day St Cuthbert’s Evening Parish Service 

Memorial Service St Cuthbert’s Early November 

St Hilda St Hilda’s Parish Service with 
Newcomen Methodist. 

 

                                                           



   

Education 
The parish and the wider area are well provided with schools and higher 

education establishments.  

There are seven primary schools in the parish:  

St. Benedict’s (RC) 

Green Gates 

Kirkleatham Hall Special School including Woodlands Nursery 

(Special school for children aged 3 – 19 with moderate to severe 

learning difficulties) 

Mo Mowlam Academy (Designed to support students aged 5 – 16 

with Social, Emotional and Mental Health issues) 

Lakes 

Riverdale 

Newcomen 

All of the schools within the parish of Kirkleatham currently hold 

Good Ofsted rating apart from Newcomen which is rated 

Outstanding.  

Our incumbents have at times been on the board of governors at 

Green Gates and are still involved in assemblies at various schools. 

Since Covid several schools have attended both churches for 

special services.  

 

Secondary education is provided by Sacred Heart (RC), Kirkleatham 

Hall Special School, Mo Mowlam Academy and Redcar Academy all 

rated Good by Ofsted.  

 

Further Education in the area is provided by Redcar and Cleveland 

College, Middlesbrough College, Prior Pursglove (in Guisborough) 

and Teesside University. Kirkleatham Hall Special School also 

provides 6th form education. 

 

We see the children from our local schools as a huge resource for growth and our 

vision is to nurture and extend the links we already have. We want to create 

opportunities for them to discover faith and extend welcome and support for the 

schools. 

We have a well-attended Sunday School where the children take part in a range 

of activities linked to the Gospel reading of the day. These are enthusiastically 

carried in by the children to show the congregation their understanding.  



   

Parish Finance 

The PCC is committed to maintain the generous Freewill Offer each year. We are 

also committed to maintaining our parish giving to missions and charities. Each 

year the PCC agrees seven organisations all of which have a link to the parish and 

receive fixed donations. The parish has a strong link with the Children’s Society, 

with donations also being made from the annual Christingle Service and collection 

boxes being used by parishioners. Another strong link is with The Smiles 

Foundation, supporting projects in Romania. We also have a strong link with the 

local Parkinson’s Group, who are regular users of our building. Further collections 

are made in response to need. 

The parish raises its funds through planned giving, plate collections, a weekly 

charity shop, lettings, monthly tabletop sales, Christmas Market and an Annual 

Raffle. We also monitor information from the Local Authority and Local VDA 

regarding grant opportunities-we have been successful with small grants. 

The average giving per attender per week is £6.50. 

When loan repayments for the new St. Hilda’s building are not included, the parish 

finances typically run at break-even each year. 

2022 Expenditure: 

 

FWO £50,000.00 

Charitable 

Giving £4,500.00 

Staff Expenses £1,600.00 

Insurance £4,300.00 

Utilities £8,400.00 

Church 

Maintenance £2,000.00 

Loan 

Repayment £22,000.00 

Other £540.00 

TOTAL £93,340.00 

  

2022 Expenditure

FWO Charitable Giving Staff Expenses

Insurance Utilities Church Maintenance

Loan Repayment Other



   

Transport 
Bus services in Redcar are provided by Arriva North 

East. St Cuthberts has a hourly service in each 

direction providing links into Redcar, Marske, and 

Guisborough. St Hilda’s is served by several 

different routes which run regularly throughout the 

day providing both local and more long-distance 

links. 

 

Redcar Central Railway Station is situated on the 

Tees Valley Line and is in easy reach of the parish. 

Local train services are provided by Northern Rail 

with trains running to Saltburn, Middlesbrough and 

Darlington (for the East Coast Main Line and Cross 

Country). Long distance rail services are provided 

by Trans Pennine Express on the North 

Transpennine Route. Services run once an hour 

directly to Manchester Airport (providing links to 

the East Coast Mainline and the Cross-Country 

Network at York and Leeds). There is currently a 

one service a day (in the morning, with a return 

journey in the afternoon) by LNER from 

Middlesbrough to London Kings Cross. Work is 

underway to extend this service to Redcar Central. 

 

  



   

Accommodation 
A spacious four-bedroom detached family home in Redcar.  The accommodation 

briefly comprises entrance hall leading to the spacious living room and dining area, 

kitchen, study, downstairs WC and utility room. Upstairs there are four large 

double bedrooms and a separate bathroom.  Externally the property has a small 

garden laid to lawn and gravel with a large driveway to the front and a large, fully 

enclosed garden to the rear.   

 

 

 

  



   

Mission statement 
Taking our God-given opportunities  

to grow deeper and younger 

 

Who to contact 
If you would like to have an informal conversation about this post, please contact  

 

The Bishop of Whitby, the Rt. Revd. Paul Ferguson | 

bishopofwhitby@yorkdiocese.org | 

01642 593273  

 

The Archdeacon of Cleveland, the Venerable Dr. Amanda Bloor | 

adcl@yorkdiocese.org | 

01642 706095. 

 

 

Suspended living declaration 
The Benefice is currently suspended.  Consideration will be given to the lifting of the 

suspension in due course with the aspiration that an Incumbent  may be appointed. 

 

Parish Website 
Kirkleatham Parish - St Cuthbert's & St Hilda's, Redcar 

Parish Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/kirkleathamparish  

mailto:bishopofwhitby@yorkdiocese.org
mailto:adcl@yorkdiocese.org
https://www.kirkleathamparish.org/
https://www.facebook.com/kirkleathamparish

