
 
THE PARISH OF SAINT JOHN THE 

BAPTIST, 
LOUND, SUFFOLK 

 
 

 
 

  
We are part of the Deanery of Lothingland, clustered round Lake Lothing, 

and which includes Lowestoft.   
 

It stretches from Hopton in the north to Kessingland in the south, 
from the sea in the east to Herringfleet in the west.   

 
The Deanery is part of Suffolk County but part of the 

Diocese of Norwich. 
 



 

 



WELCOME TO THE PARISH 
 
 

 
 
Sir John Betjeman famously called Saint John the Baptist 'the Golden Church' 
because the interior is richly decorated with gold leaf.  The rood screen, font 
and organ case were designed by Sir Ninian Comper, and are excellent 
examples of his work, helping to restore to the church a numinosity and 
prayerfulness that were lost at the Reformation.  For generations Saint John's 
has maintained a pattern of worship within the catholic tradition of the Church 
of England, and draws people from an area far wider than its parochial 
boundaries.   
 
In order to safeguard the traditional catholic identity of Saint John's, the PCC 
requested and was granted pastoral and sacramental oversight from the 
Bishop of Richborough, who is also an assistant bishop in the Diocese of 
Norwich. 
 
Our new priest will need to be a committed pastor, who will visit and be 
interested in the people of the parish as well as those who come to us from 
further afield. 
 
Before Covid restrictions there was a sung 'Parish Mass' on three Sundays 
each month, a pattern which we hope to restore as soon as we are able.  



Worship is supported by our newly refurbished Harrison & Harrison organ. 
 
On High Days such as Candlemas, Ascension and Corpus Christi the local 
branch of GSS and CBS gather for worship in our beautiful country church. 
 
 

 
 
Although we are sad to leave the Somerleyton Group, we are now looking 
forward to working alongside, and building a new relationship with the parish 
of St. Mary, Hemsby, to the north of Great Yarmouth, which shares our desire 
to maintain the Anglo-Catholic tradition.  Our Patron is The Society for the 
Maintenance of the Faith. We are members of Forward in Faith and The 
Society of St. Wilfred and St. Hilda, and we have a Walsingham Cell. 
 
For almost 30 years, Lound has been part of the Somerleyton Benefice, which 
lies between Great Yarmouth to the north and Lowestoft to the south.  The 
Benefice was made up of six parishes, each with its own distinct pattern of 
worship and ethos.   
 
For many years the Benefice has produced a monthly magazine, The Hexagon.  
Since this covers not just church events, but the general life of the six villages 
concerned, we anticipate that those who have contributed to this will wish to 
continue doing so, and will still to be involved in the friendships and social life 
and events of the old benefice, as well as looking to the new.   
 
Our Electoral Roll currently numbers 23. 
 



We have our own website www.loundchurch.uk through which we hope to 
reach and attract a wider congregation.  It will be suitably updated when the 
new arrangement with Hemsby takes place. 
 
We also expect to continue following the Church of England Safeguarding 
Dashboard, where we are currently at level 3.  We have also adopted the 
Covenant for Clergy Care and Wellbeing. 
 
The parish is committed to playing an active part in the diocese and has until 
now paid its parish share in full. 
 

 
Lound lies in beautiful Suffolk countryside, bounded by the Norfolk border to 
the north, the A47 to the east, Blundeston to the south and Ashby and 
Somerleyton to the west.  Lound Lakes, which are public water supply 
reservoirs, are managed as a nature reserve by Suffolk Wildlife Trust, and are 
open to the public. 
 
The parish is essentially rural and based on agriculture, though we do have a 
residential nursing home, a pub, a café, garden centres and a village hall, which 
is well used, and well equipped for holding church events such as the Lent 
Lunch.  Traditionally we have given the produce from our Harvest Festival to 
the pensioners of the village, the nearby nursing home, and a halfway house 
for vulnerable people in Oulton.  Lound has a Poor Trust of which the Rector 
or Priest-in-Charge is expected to serve as a Trustee. 



 
There are two primary schools, one of which is Church of England Voluntary 
Controlled, and thriving pre-schools in neighbouring villages.  There is a variety 
of higher education establishments beyond the parish, including the University 
of East Anglia, and young people travel to Beccles, Gorleston, Lodden, 
Lowestoft and Norwich.  Regular trains operate between Norwich and 
Lowestoft, stopping at Somerleyton, about 3 miles away. 
 
There are many public footpaths across the wider area, wonderful for walking, 
including a section of the Angles Way.  The Broads are on our doorstep; there 
is a marina at Somerleyton and another, plus a boatyard at St. Olaves, just 
outside Fritton and Herringfleet.  We are part of an area which attracts many 
tourists and holidaymakers - quietly rural yet within easy reach of its two 
adjacent towns, and the Cathedral City of Norwich. 
 
 

 
 



What we are looking for in our new priest 
 

• A man of prayer, rooted and grounded in the catholic tradition of the 
Church of England. 

• A priest who appreciates and delights in the beauty of holiness and will 
maintain and develop the sacramental life of the church. 

• A fellow-traveller who prays for and with us, to enrich our worship and its 
relevance to the everyday. 

• Above all a pastor who is joyful and interested in people, committed to 
visiting and able both to lead us in faith, to support us in our daily lives, 
and to help us to bring new and younger people into the congregation. 

• An engaging preacher and teacher and communicator of Gospel truth. 
• Someone who will discern the talents of his people and encourage them 

in their lay ministry within the church and wider community. 
• A person who enjoys the countryside and understands village life, and 

will be able to tune in to the local culture and environment, who 
understands the advantages of good administration and  communication, 
and of being seen in the parish 

 

Pre-Covid we met for Parish Mass on three Sundays each month, with High 
Mass for special days and occasional Evensongs for such as the Patronal 
Festival and Harvest.  Through Covid and the subsequent interregnum we 
have been limited to one service approximately every six weeks.  We would 
hope to be able to return to a service every week, to revive the relationship with 
GSS/CBS, and to re-activate the Walsingham cell, both of which have been 
drifting because of the background circumstances. 

 

      We can offer you 

 

• A warm welcome in beautiful countryside. 

• The opportunity to work with a cheerful, committed, willing and hard-
working team of church officers and congregation. 

• Our prayerful support. 

• Accommodation; a house will be provided between the two parishes. 

 
 
        If you would like to discuss this situation further, please contact 

Bishop Alan Winton; 
01953 528010 or bishop.thetford@dioceseofnorwich.org 


