
 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Profile for St. Mary the Virgin Church, Hemsby. 

St. Mary is under the episcopal care of Bishop Norman of 

Richborough. 

Part A gives the history of the church and specific elements of historical 

knowledge. 

Part B gives an overview of the local community 

Part C is a resume of what the church offers now including activities and 

organisations. 

Part D shows our vision for the future and our needs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PART A 

ST. MARY THE VIRGIN CHURCH, HEMSBY 

The village name, Hemsby, shows our Viking roots.  There was a church in 

Hemsby when the “Domesday Book” was compiled and the present building 

dates from the early 14th century. The building is largely medieval in the 

decorated and perpendicular styles of architecture, the bosses on the roof and 

the font decorated with lions and symbols of the Evangelists are medieval.  The 

14th century square embattled tower contains a clock erected in 1870 and is 

decorated with flush work at the base and on the battlements. The two-storied 

south porch has a vaulted ceiling with carved stone bosses (depicting God the 

Father and the key scenes from the New Testament), which is incredibly rare for 

a village church.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The upper storey contains a “Parvise” or Priest’s Room which would have been 

used by the monks from St. Benet’s Abbey when visiting this church to take 

services.   The room has been set apart as a small chapel for private prayer and 

is open to the public.  

Inside the main body of the church, the interior is mostly 19th century. The lovely 

east window designed for the Parish by Caroline Swash dates from 1985, and 

perhaps the most unusual detail is found in the piscina – the drain is set within 

a lion’s mask.  The church has Grade II listing and has numerous specific and rare 

features, as listed above that should be preserved, celebrated, and maintained 

for future generations to witness and enjoy.  The fact that the church building 

has survived for so many years demonstrates that many generations of the local 

population have cared and maintained the building.  The recent church 

quinquennial report highlighted the problem with the tower roof and classified 

it as A B for attention.  We are actively seeking funding for the work on the tower 

and hope to start the restoration in spring 2023. 

The Parvise or Priest’s 

Room found in the upper 

storey. 

 



The Barn Room opposite the church serves as a community centre. It includes:       

a disabled access toilet, an office with a large printer, and a kitchen as well as a 

hall which accommodates our fund raising. 

The PCC manage & maintain the Barn Room (our church hall) for groups, 

individuals & organisations to hire, as well as care and maintain the church 

building and support the incumbent.  

 We also host a Community Fridge run by Great Yarmouth Borough Council in 

the Barn Room, which will help those struggling with the increase in the cost of 

living and feeding children in school holidays.  It will also help to eliminate food 

waste in the village. 

 

PART B 

OUR POPULATION 

Hemsby is a coastal holiday destination for thousands of people every year in 

normal circumstances.  The village population in 2011 was 3,275.  The village 

has the sea on the east boundary and a rural setting to the south, west and 

north.  The village has a primary school, a medical centre including a dentist, a 

Post Office, a selection of shops, pubs and enjoys a regular bus service to Great 

Yarmouth, the nearest town.  East Flegg ward, which Hemsby falls within, is 

amongst the 20% most deprived neighbourhoods in the country. 

 

We keep the community abreast of all events via our website which is updated 

regularly.       www.hemsby.churchnorfolk.com 

 
 

The view of Hemsby from the air 

looking over the thatched Barn 

Room, our church hall, opposite 

the church. 

http://www.hemsby.churchnorfolk.com/


PART C 
 

OUR CHURCH ACTIVELY LINKS WITH THE COMMUNITY BY OFFERING: 
 
A very keen PCC comprising 10 members, including  the  Churchwarden.  
The PCC is determined to move forward and actively create better links with 
the wider community and local businesses. 
The PCC also understands that it needs to support the people who help in the 
church and beyond, and acknowledges that this will be something the new 
priest could help us with. 
 
The church has a PA and loop system. 
 
Church Services are Anglo catholic 
Regular Sunday Eucharist at 11.00 led alternately by 2 retired priests 
 Fr. Patrick Kerley & Fr. Anthony Long 
Regular low mass every Wednesday at 10.00 led by 3 retired clergy   
 Fr. Patrick Kerley, Fr. Anthony Long and Rev’d David Mills. 
We have an array of robes and vestements for services. 
 

 
 
We have a dedicated church organist who plays for our services, including 
funerals, weddings and baptisms as required. 
 
We also have a dedicated verger for funerals as required. 
 
We have a dedicated team of Crucifers, Acolytes and Lectors for Sunday and 
special services. 
 
The church has very supportive teams who, on a rota system: 

• Clean the church 

• Arrange flowers at the altar and the font 

• Clean the church brass 

Bishop Norman visited us on 21st 

August this year, 2022. 

Our photo shows 2nd left 

Gordon Bame, our  PCC Synod 

representative and crucifer; 

And on the right - Peter Glover – our 

church server. 



The church ready for Advent 2021 

 

Palm Sunday 

Special services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coffee mornings which are held monthly/ weekly depending on the time of 
year and are very well supported. 
 
 
A monthly Parish magazine which involves a wide section of the community. 
It is paid for by adverts from local establishments.  
 
 
Regular Contributors: 

• Parish Council    website: http://www.hemsbyparishcouncil.org.uk  

 

• Hemsby WI 

• Hemsby Friendship club 

• Gardening Tips 

• Hemsby in Bloom 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

• Hemsby School – items especially child focussed each month 

• Music groups – The A strings / St. Mary singers 

The Duke of Edinburgh Seat created 

by the ‘Hemsby in Bloom’ group as a 

dedicated area to honour him after 

his death. 

The church nave decorated for our Flower Festival.   The community 

sharing Palm Sunday when palms are delivered around the village. 

http://www.hemsbyparishcouncil.org.uk/


Hemsby School joining the church for 

Remembrance Day 2021. 

Enjoying their Forest School work. 

[Grab your reader’s attention with a 

great quote from the document or 

use this space to emphasize a key 

point. To place this text box 

anywhere on the page, just drag it.] 

• Any contribution on an ad hoc basis, this month’s magazine, November, 

included contributions from the local Hemsby lifeboat and an African 

drumming band! 

 
Bring and Share meals in the Barn Room when after the Sunday service, or on 
special occasions, the congregation and clergy bring in food and we all share  
lunch together. 
 

 
 
 
Hemsby School and Nursery – has a capacity for 210 children aged 2 – 11 
years. It sends regular monthly contributons to the magazine with photos, 
November magazine featured the new nursery children in Jay class, whilst 
September showed the children using the environment for Forest school 
activities. 
The school uses the church regularly  for special times of the year presently: 

o Harvest / Christingle  / Remembrance / Christmas. 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bring & share – this was a ‘special 

occasion’ celebration for the Queen’s 

Jubilee. 

 



 
 
 
The Local Salvation Army use the church as a collection point for the local 
community; it is a safe meeting place holding regular & festival services which 
help to combat isolation & loneliness as well as the mental health issues 
associated with isolation and loneliness.  
 
The church is open daily for private prayer and for visitors.  
 
Events & Concerts for all ages to enjoy in safety.   
It is a place of great joy at baptisms & weddings.  
A place of comfort & solace to the bereaved.  
A place of friendship and fellowship at our services.  
 
Musical evenings are held  in the church for example more recently: 
Jubilee celebrations / Concerts / and are part of our church services at certain      
times such as All Souls. 
St Mary's Singers meet weekly in church for rehearsals and sing at church 
festival services, as well as other events in the borough.  Their concerts in 
church are very well supported and the singers themselves enjoy a feeling of 
wellbeing and health benefits that singing brings to them both physically and 
mentally, as well as a sense of achievement when they perform.  
  
‘The A Strings’ a local young persons’ music group has also taken part in 
concerts and services in church.  The church enjoys excellent acoustics which 
benefits performers as well as the audience.   
 
 

 

The ‘A Strings’ with some of the 

congregation after one of their concerts. 

Hemsby School holding their 

Christingle celebration in the church 

2021 



 
We actively fund raise. Funds are currently going towards the Tower repairs. 
Funding for the Tower restoration has been very successful, due to the diligence 
of our treasurer who has sought funding from different organisations and, 
although it has taken a long time, we are in a position now to begin the 
restoration next year, 2023! 
 
The Monthly 100 club is run by a member of the PCC and actively encourages 
links between the local community and the church.  Monthly winners are 
posted in the magazine. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PART D         OUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE 
 

WHAT DO WE NEED TO MAKE OUR CHURCH HEALTHIER AND MORE 

FAITHFUL? 

We wish our new priest, although part time, to be friendly, a ‘people person’.  

Someone with a sense of humour and who is approachable.   

Someone with a lively personality and a good sense of positive humour. 

Someone who will help us make open and transparent decisions so that 

everyone knows what is happening and in which direction their church is 

going.! 

 

Spirituality: 

We need, or rather, we would like our new priest to have a: 

• Strong belief in Apostolic succession 

• Good knowledge of the Bible 

• Strong Prayer Life  

• Understanding of how the Gospel applies God’s Word to today’s issues  

•  Pastoral Heart – who loves and deeply cares for people and is willing to 

visit people, church goers or not in home or in hospital. 

•  Spiritually alive – Christ-like, with a strong faith, genuine, sincere, 

experienced in sharing the Gospel. 

• An ability to think for himself with an independent mind and viewpoint 

 

People skills:  

• Establish and maintain a positive relationship with retired clergy team that 

have kept services running during the interregnum 

• Keep and maintain our existing service times and structure or at least on a 

parity with any linked church –  

• Good organisational and team working skills 

• To continue to build on existing relationships with Hemsby School, 

someone who is experienced with youth work  

• To build on relationships with the village community 

• Someone who can provide effective leadership and guidance 

• Be a good communicator with all ages 

• Possess IT and social media skills 



• Willing and able to encourage and inspire others 

• Good understanding of church finances so that our Finance Officer can be 

supported. 

• Ability to chair meetings so all can participate, decisions are reached and 

acted upon 

• Take part in church events and fundraising 

 

 

THE PCC WANTS OUR CHURCH TO GROW 

We want our church to be a place where young people want to come, more 

family oriented. 

We want our church to have more members. 

We want an open church that welcomes everyone. 

 

 


