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Welcome To St. Stephen’s Hightown 

We are delighted that you want to find out more about us. We are looking for a Priest to 
work Sunday plus two days, either as house for duty or without a house.   

St. Stephen’s church is a welcoming church, the only Anglican church in the village.  
We want to be: 

• Integral to Community Life

• Welcoming and Joyful in Worship

• Inspiring and Loving in our Ministry to Children

Just prior to Covid, St. Stephen’s PCC undertook the Leading your Church in Growth 
(LyCiG) programme and was beginning to reap the rewards of committing to be a growing 
church.  That is to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment and in service to our local 
community, thus enabling more people to come to know Jesus so that we become a 
bigger church making a bigger difference. 

To that end, we had introduced invitational services across the year including: Valentine’s 
Day, Mothering Sunday, Pet Services and Christingle. 

During Covid lockdowns we enthusiastically embraced technology to grow our 
congregation through Zoom, Facebook and YouTube.  In addition to weekly Eucharists 
and Evening Prayer online, we provided a dedicated online children’s service twice 
monthly and a weekly Morning Prayer by phone.  This worship also provided an 
opportunity for more members of the congregation to be involved in the delivery of 
worship, including children.  Our Pastoral Care Team’s role became much more important 
with regular contact made with all members of the congregation. 

The needs of the elderly are an important part of our ministry. Much work has been done 
to allow us to be awarded the Disabled Friendly Church Award.  

We are also looking for ways to encourage young families to engage more with the church 
and build on the success we have had with participation at family focused events that we 
have organised.  We have a well-established Youth Club for 7 to 12 year olds, but would 
like to connect more fully with our older children. 
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The Priest We Would Like 

After consultation with our congregation and parishioners the Priest we would like: 

• Is kind, caring and able to relate to young and old alike across our community.

• Has passion and enthusiasm to develop our worship for all ages whilst respecting
our liberal Catholic tradition.

• Has the ability to build links with the people and organisations in the village and to
grow our congregation.

• Is able to provide leadership and can inspire and empower our people to use their
gifts in the service of the Church and our community.

• Is a visible presence in and around the Parish.

• Is an engaging and effective preacher.

• Plans the use of their time and deals effectively with administration, while ensuring
a good work/life balance.

• Is enthusiastic about working collaboratively with other clergy at all levels and
ecumenically.

What We Aim To Offer You 

• A warm welcome to our church family

• Prayerful and loving support, which respects the part-time nature of your role
• A congregation which is joyful in worship

• People who are willing to take on new roles and responsibilities in order to spread
God’s word and grow God’s kingdom

• A supportive and efficient P.C.C., two voluntary organists, a small robed choir and
an enthusiastic church band

• A beautiful, well maintained Church, recently renovated church hall and vicarage

• A lively and informative colour parish magazine, published 10 times a year and
distributed to every household in Hightown, as well as a Church website and a
frequently updated and well visited Facebook page
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Our Parish 

Hightown is a small coastal village of around 2,000 people in the Metropolitan borough of 
Sefton in Merseyside, located mid-way between the city of Liverpool and the resort of 
Southport, and, was recently reported in The Daily Telegraph to be one of the most desirable 
places to live in the country. 

Hightown’s beach is a well-kept secret; the beautiful, unspoilt beach is ideal for daily walks 
and offers picturesque sunsets. 

The Parish is very much a residential and commuter 
area, with a largely settled population.  Many families 
have been resident for generations, while new, young 
families are moving into the village enticed by the 
semi-rural setting and relaxing seashore. 

The village has a GP surgery, dentist, pharmacy, 
physiotherapist, shop, hair salon and an award 
winning pub (renovated in 2021), and all are situated 
around the triangular village green.  

The Hightown Club, founded in 1907, offers; tennis, bowls, squash, cricket, football and 
social events.  The Blundellsands Sailing Club, also founded in 1907, has its clubhouse 
situated on the foreshore in Hightown.  Both Clubs welcome social members.  
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Opposite Hightown Boatyard you will find The Alt Centre; a Village Council managed 
facility which includes a community library.   

There are good primary and secondary schools 
locally, in Formby, Crosby and Little Crosby, all 2-3 
miles away. All young people are entitled to free 
transport funded by the local authority.  Primary 
schools are served by school buses, removing the 
stress of school drop off and pick-ups.  

Hightown has its own park with a separate toddlers area, robust play equipment, a football 
goal and outdoor gym equipment. 

Supermarkets, banks and other facilities are located in nearby Formby or Crosby and 
there are excellent public transport links by train to Liverpool and Southport. Only minutes 
away by road, the M57 and M58 provide links to the M6 and M62 for quick and easy 
access in every direction. 

Altcar Training Camp, built in 1860 and owned by the 
Ministry of Defence, is located on the outskirts of 
Hightown.  The range is used for military and civilian 
activities and training.     

The Hightown Dunes and Meadows Nature Reserve stretches from Hall Road Coastguard 
station to the mouth of the River Alt forming part of the Crosby Coastal Park and contains 
part of the Sefton Coastal path. The Alt estuary is of international importance for shore 
birds. Much of the Sefton coast is of national importance to wildlife including deer, 
natterjack toads and seals. The ancient submerged forest on Hightown beach has been 
carbon dated back to the Neolithic age 4500 years ago.  Tree trunks and roots are clearly 
visible lying in a peaty layer at low tide.  Underground war bunkers can also be found 
between Hightown and Burbo Bank which were once part of Fort Crosby.  
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Our People And Worship 

Our style of worship places strong emphasis on the Eucharist. Our current services are: 

Services 2019 average 2022 average 
Sunday 10.30am 
Family Eucharist using Common Worship 40 33 
Wednesday 10.30am 
Midweek Eucharist 9 10 
Sunday 6pm 
Book of Common Prayer Evensong, 
predominantly led by our reader. 9 7 

Once a month there is an all-age service 
with the church band.  

After all Sunday morning services, we serve 
refreshments in our church porch, offering 
opportunity for further fellowship.  

St. Stephen’s has very good ecumenical 
relationships with the only other Church in 
Hightown; Our Lady of Victories Roman 
Catholic Church and we have strong 

collaborative links with Churches Together in Formby, Altcar and Hightown. 

• Additional special services include:
 Ecumenical walk of Witness on Good Friday
 Family activity service on Good Friday
 Invitational services including: All Souls to which recently bereaved

people are invited, Valentine’s Day and Mothering Sunday
 Pet service in church grounds
 Ecumenical Act of Remembrance at Hightown War memorial

followed by Remembrance Day worship
 Christmas Carol Service
 Two Christingle services on Christmas Eve
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How Ministry Is Shared At St. Stephen’s 
• We have two dedicated Church Wardens

• There is one Reader

• We have an established Bible study group: ‘Word Together’ which meets twice
monthly and is led by our retired Reader. In addition we have lay-led short Bible
based study courses; so far held in Advent and Lent

• Members of the congregation lead the intercessions, read the Scriptures on a
regular basis and lead Morning Prayer

• We have a lay worship group who arrange several services throughout the year

• Pre-Covid, once a month as part of the Family Eucharist, there was the opportunity
for prayer for healing and the laying on of hands which was led by a
small trained healing ministry team

• A team of sacristans ensure all preparations are made for the Eucharist

• Eucharistic ministers distribute the sacrament each week and several
are trained and vetted to take the sacrament to the housebound

• A magazine committee who meet regularly to produce ten Church
magazines per year, which are distributed free to every home in
Hightown

• Weekly sheet emailed out to a mailing list with notices and prayer list

• We have a St. Stephen’s Toddler Group and Youth Club who meet weekly during
term-time

• A pastoral care team whose ministry came into it’s own during periods of lockdown
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We place great emphasis on being a friendly church and our 
dedicated sides people ensure everyone is individually welcomed. 
We have been awarded the Diocesan Disabled Friendly Church 
Award in recognition of our work to ensure easy access for all. 

We are registered with Liverpool Diocese 
as an Eco-church and our PCC have 
recently committed to work towards achieving the challenging 
target of Net Zero Carbon by 2030.  We achieved our Bronze Eco 
award in 2019 and are currently working towards our Silver award. 

As part of our wider mission, St. Stephen’s supports Evaldo 
Rodrigues, a CMS Partner in Olinda, Brazil.  

In our attempts to engage with children, young people and families we have an established 
youth club for children aged 7-12 years old, which meets each Friday during term time in 
our Church Hall. The club is led by a younger member of our P.C.C. supported by a paid 
sports coach. We also have a relaunched baby and toddler group, meeting every Friday 
morning, providing a safe, fun space for children to play together and mutual support for 
parents and carers.  As a high priority we hope that our new priest will support us in our 
work with children and young people.   We are used to working with part time incumbents 
and we are willing to work together and can be flexible regarding working hours and days.   
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Our Church Community 

We currently have 99 people on our electoral roll with only 4 of these outside the Parish 
boundary. 

 Occasional Offices: 

2019 2022 to date 
Baptisms 3 2 
Marriages 1 1 
Funerals 9 3 
Burial of Ashes 7 4 
Confirmations 0 0 

Our church hall is at the centre of our village and is used by a wide variety of Church and 
Community groups including: 

• Church Toddler Group
• Church Youth Club

• Church Drop in group

• The Tuesday Group for our older residents

• Creo Dance Group

• Gardening Club

• Strength and Balance

• Sequence Dancing
• Slimming World

• The Friendship Group

• Poetry Group

• Magic Circle

• Zumba Gold

The hall is also hired for private functions such as funeral teas, children’s parties and 
wedding receptions. It is also the venue for the annual Hightown Flower Show and is used 
as the Hightown polling station. 
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We have an enthusiastic social and fundraising group who organise events each year.  
These attract a large number of people from the local community. Over the past year we 
have had: 

 Hightown Summer Fest
 Amadeus choral concert due later this year
 Quiz night
 Family fun day
 Thursday Afternoon Teas for the community
 Monthly coffee mornings with sale of goods from our craft group. The

proceeds are used to support a wide range of local charities as well as the
Church

 A team of volunteers who tidy and maintain the Church Community garden
 Sale of fairtrade goods
 Jubilee celebrations including a coffee morning and magic show
 A retirement meal and celebration for our retiring Vicar to which over 90

people attended, including many guests from the village.
 A coach trip to Liverpool Cathedral to attend the ordination of one of our

congregation followed by a celebration buffet



P a g e  | 12 

Our Church Buildings 
We celebrated our centenary in 2014. Following a major refurbishment, full redecoration 
and reordering, we feel our beautiful Church is still fit for purpose for the next 100 years. 

Major fundraising and a generous bequest allowed us to rebuild the 
porch to include accessible toilet facilities and a kitchen area, which 
allows us to serve refreshments after our services. The large glass 
doors of the porch permits passers-by to see right into the Church to 
the altar. A bequest enabled us to restore the beautiful Harry Harvey 
stained glass window above the porch in 2013.  

Our resurfaced car park with sloped access to the church means it is accessible to all. 
These changes were instrumental in our achieving the Disabled Friendly Church Award. 

In response to a community need, funds were raised for a 
Garden of Remembrance, which was consecrated in 2011 
by the Bishop of Warrington. The Garden is much valued 
locally as a final resting place for loved ones. It currently 
has the cremated remains of 28 people and provides a 
sacred place for quiet and stillness. 

The Church Hall, built in 1956, shares a car park and large 
grassed area with the Church. It is much used by many 
organisations in the village. It was refurbished in 2006 and this 
Summer had a new lowered ceiling, including eco-friendly 
lighting, and redecoration.  This work was financed through 
donations and fundraising by the church community.  A 
dedicated Fabric Committee ensure the church, hall and 
grounds are well maintained. The many activities which take 

place provide a means for people, who could otherwise be quite isolated within the 
community, to get together. 

A Community garden, created just before Covid in early 
2020, was funded by a grant from the National Lottery. In 
the garden are benches donated by villagers and it is 
much appreciated and admired by the community and 
visitors.

The Vicarage, built in 1975, is 
a modern four bedroomed 
detached, family home. It is adjacent to the Church but is set 
in its own grounds. 
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Finance 
In recent years the Church has been able to meet its 
commitments including the regular payment of the Parish 
Share. At the request of the Diocese, we were able to pay 
in advance during the pandemic. A great deal of fundraising 
has enabled the completion of a number of major projects 
including the Garden of Remembrance, Redecoration and 
the Centenary Project. Our Church finances are well 
managed by our Church Treasurer. 

At present, we are encouraging the congregation to revisit their giving including adopting 
The Parish Giving Scheme. The P.C.C. has also agreed to a plan of action to encourage 
giving via wills and legacies; this is being supported by the Diocese.  Copies of the most 
recent church accounts are available on request. 

The Wider Context 

The Parish is part of Sefton North Deanery which includes: 

• Three parishes in Formby:

• Two in Blundellsands:

.
• Two in Crosby:

• The Maghull & Melling Team:

• One in Aintree:

St. Stephen’s is well supported by our Area Dean Revd Canon Anne Taylor and the local 
Deanery Synod, on which we have three representatives.  

 St. Luke’s
 St. Peter’s
 St. Michael and All Angels, Altcar

 St. Luke’s
 All Saints and St Frideswyde

 St. Nicholas’
 St. Michael’s

 St. Andrew’s Maghull
 St. James’ Maghull
 St. Peter’s Maghull
 St. Thomas’ Melling


 St. Giles 
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