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The Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin
Temple Balsall

St Mary’s Church sits within The Foundation of Lady Katherine 
Leveson in Temple Balsall: a Christian Foundation, with a 
fascinating past, lively present and an open future.
https://www.stmarystemplebalsall.org.uk/
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Where to find us

The hamlet of Temple Balsall lies halfway between the 
villages of Knowle and Balsall Common, West Midlands. 

Balsall Common is a large village in the Metropolitan 
Borough of Solihull, the village soon to have a further 

2,000 houses. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balsall_Common

Knowle is a large village situated 3 miles east-southeast 
of the town of Solihull, West Midlands

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knowle,_West_Midlands

Welcome to St. Mary’s Church, Temple Balsall

https://www.stmarystemplebalsall.org.uk/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balsall_Common
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knowle,_West_Midlands
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Are you our new Vicar?

• Who will be warm, compassionate, and ready to listen and consider the views of others;
• Who will be able to communicate effectively;

• Who will have a pastoral heart and good pastoral skills;
• Who will be a prayerful person;

• Who can relate to all age groups from the youngest child in our school to the oldest person in the “Court”;
• Who is an inspirational preacher who will move people to experience God’s love; 

• Who will bring the Bible to life for people in an imaginative and creative way, connecting it with our day to day lives; 
• Who will encourage people to deepen their discipleship, living out their faith seven days a week;

• Who will wish to implement the recommendations of Setting God’s People Free, fostering the vocations of all; 
• Who will value diversity, helping us to recognise God’s presence in every person and serve one another after the example of Christ;

• Who will help us to share our faith with others and encourage new members into the fold;
• Who is collaborative and able to nurture, motivate and affirm the talents and contributions of others;

• Who is a strong positive leader, who will challenge us, when necessary, can reconcile differing views on many topics and be prepared to 
carry through decisions once determined; 

• Who will promote an active relationship with other local churches.
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What we hope to become

We now have the opportunity to build the church and community again after the many Covid restrictions. Numerous activities 
had to stop and church numbers have declined. As we slowly emerge from the constraints of Covid-19, we look forward to 

building our congregation and returning to a lively community with a vibrant and active church and the opportunity to 
welcome visitors to our site again.
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Our Church and the Community of Temple Balsall

Temple Balsall is a thriving Christian Community committed to offering hospitality to all who find their way here. 

In 1674 Lady Katherine Leveson established a Foundation to teach children and care for older people within a Christian context. Over 300 
years later this work continues, moving forward in faith into the 21st Century. From the outset the Vicar (The Master of the Foundation) was 

the central focus for the community and that remains the case today.

In the early twentieth century the small rural parish became one of the first to embrace the parish communion movement, and the 
Eucharistic focus within the Liberal Catholic tradition is at the centre of the spiritual life and practice of St Mary’s.

The modern work of the Foundation is focused on the care of older people in the Sheltered Court (now Lady Katherine Housing and Care), 
the education of children in the school (Lady Katherine Leveson Church of England Primary School) and the nurture of Christian disciples 

through St Mary’s Church. Lady Katherine Leveson CofE Primary School is a member of the Birmingham Diocese Multi Academy 
Trust:BDMAS. The Vicar is a member of the local school governing board, ex officio. The Foundation has the right to nominate governors 

along with the diocese and deanery.

Within the Liberal Catholic tradition, members of the congregation have been encouraged to be outward looking, tolerant and receptive to 
new ideas. As a result, St Mary's is a welcoming, warm and open-minded congregation.

The historical Temple Balsall centres on the Old Hall, a 
local headquarters for the Knights Templar from the 12th 
Century and the Church built about 1320-1330.
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Worship at St. Mary’s

• A Parish Eucharist takes place on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. using the Order of Service for Common Worship: Services and Prayers for The 
Church of England and the New English Hymnal on three Sundays of the month.

• On the fourth Sunday, when the worship is more informal to appeal to school parents and children, a form of Family Eucharist is used 
together with Hymns Old and New, with its inclusion of recent hymns and choruses.  

• Lay involvement is encouraged, whether it be by reading, leading intercessions, the ministry of communion, 
serving at the altar or singing in the choir. The children are involved during the Family Services wherever possible.

• Vestments are worn by the president in accordance with the Liturgical Year. We always appreciate lively, 
challenging and learned preaching.

• The Vicar has a vital role in the spiritual life of the school and the care home. 

• There is a weekly service for the school, which is held in church on Thursday mornings. This is well attended and 
enjoyed by all.

• A weekly Holy Communion service for the residents of the care home is held in the communal lounge.

• Occasional Evensong takes place and there are additional services for Lent, Easter, Christmas and other festivals. 
The All Souls Service held for bereaved families is well attended. In addition couples recently married at St 
Mary’s, as well as families of those recently baptised, are invited to special services during the year.

• Average weekly attendances, pre-Covid, were about 50 - 60, but now reduced to between 25-40, with full 
congregations at special festivals.

• As far as possible, we maintain an open approach in our response to requests for baptisms, weddings or 
funerals. We give a generous welcome, seeing such occasions as opportunities to demonstrate the love of God to 
those seeking such ministry.
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Music at St. Mary’s

The worship at St Mary's is traditional, with the music matching it, and this is the reason why many of the 
congregation choose to travel to the church. Our highly committed organist rehearses regularly and 
encourages the learning of new music by the choir with a view to continually raising our standards.

A real effort is made to tie-in the organ music with the hymns or theme for the day, and a number of the 
congregation regularly stay to listen to the short concluding voluntary.  Music is important in this church and, 
with its good acoustics, a number of recitals and concerts by visiting choirs have been held here from time to 
time. Usually at the Autumn Heritage Weekend the final Evensong is sung, to a large congregation, by a 
visiting choir.  It is a pleasant, but not easy, post-Covid challenge to find new voices and begin to revive all the 
choral music.  
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Spiritual Leadership
The previous Vicar was greatly assisted by Denis Plater, our Lay Reader, Peter Boyden, our Priest with Permission to Officiate plus occasional 

visiting preachers, all of whom add greatly to our worshipping experience. Their continued support during the period of interregnum is 
invaluable.

Parish Support
Our Parish Secretary, Jen Jones, oversees most of the administrative matters relating to the church and parish, also the administration of the 

Old Hall. In addition, she is a commissioned Pastoral Leader who maintains regular contact with the less mobile members of the 
congregation. She also provides monthly parish lunches and weekly coffee mornings to bring together members of the congregation,

including those who do not yet feel able to come back into church.

Our Congregation and Parish
A significant proportion of our congregation is drawn from the neighbouring parishes of Dorridge, Knowle and Balsall Common. Our 

Christian neighbours in Dorridge and Knowle have a more Evangelical tradition, whilst St Peter’s in Balsall Common, originally our daughter 
church and now a parish in its own right, shares our Liberal Catholic tradition.  The parish proper is rural and sparsely populated. The 

congregation also draws on the care home residents and there is some participation from school families.
Though the congregation is predominantly older and elderly, there had been some encouraging and fruitful work with families with children, 
although sadly this had to stop during Covid. Post-service coffee, parish lunches, the annual Autumn Fair, musical and special events help to 

cement the social life of the community.  Such events are well attended.
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Our Church welcomes visitors

Temple Balsall is a beautiful and historic site and although we don’t have a large, populated parish, St Mary’s Church is in a unique 
location with a wonderful opportunity to attract and welcome visitors to the site.

During the year we hold various special events:

Concerts in Church. Numerous musical events have taken place in 
church and have been widely attended and appreciated.

Heritage Weekend when, as part of Heritage Open Days, we hold our 
annual Autumn Fair, with stalls, refreshments and tours of the site. Last 
year we also held an Art Exhibition again for local artists, which was a 
very successful and worthwhile event.

Snowdrop Sunday when visitors are offered guided tours of the beautiful 
gardens and woodland covered in snowdrops and can enjoy home-made 
cakes with their tea or coffee.
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Christmas events – Carol Service, School Carol Service, Advent Table

Tours offered by various members of the congregation.

Teas and Refreshments on the first Sunday afternoon of each month from April until September. Very popular with walkers, cyclists and those who 
wish to enjoy the delicious tea and cake in the tranquil surroundings. 

The Lily Mae Foundation organises an annual Baby Loss International Awareness Week Service and a Little Shining Lights service, both of which fill 
the church.

Knights Templar Annual Service
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Looking Outwards

The clergy have a vital role in encouraging the congregation to look
outwards.

In recent times this has been done through such developments as:

• Donation of gifts to Malawi via the Birmingham Diocesan link.

• Food Bank collection.

• "Quiet Mornings" of reflection in which neighbouring churches
are involved.

• Involvement with the "Churches Together in Balsall and
Berkswell" project based in Balsall Common.

• Extensive use of the Old Hall by outside bodies e.g. Women's
Institute, Age UK & Knights Templar.
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Our Buildings

Our church is well loved and admired. Our visitors travel from far and wide to view our beautiful church and over the years it has been well 
maintained. 

Listed: https://greatenglishchurches.co.uk/html/temple_balsall.html

We have been fortunate to have the support of the Foundation of Lady Katherine Leveson, Friends of Temple Balsall and other generous benefactors. 

In 2019 some £10,000 was spent in replacing 46 flagstones in the Nave. 2019 also saw the arrival of a new sound system, at a cost of some £11,500, 

which has improved the enjoyment of our services. 

The Quinquennial 2020 highlighted only minor issues which needed urgent attention. These have been addressed and work has started. 

We have always believed in an Open-Door policy for the church and the church is open throughout the day for private prayer. 

Our Grounds

The grounds around the church are cared for by Foundation 
gardeners and we are very grateful to have a team of 
volunteer gardeners who work tirelessly to maintain our 
Conservation Garden. Recently a new orchard has been 
planted, funded by plant sales and sponsorship of trees.

https://greatenglishchurches.co.uk/html/temple_balsall.html
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Becoming an Eco Church 

We have registered with Eco Church a Rocha UK project. 
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk

We have started logging in the information on the survey form and hope to achieve 
Eco Church Bronze Award. We have involved those who work and volunteer at St 

Mary’s.

The Broader Context

The Parish of Temple Balsall lies within the Diocese of Birmingham. 

We are part of the new Yardley and Solihull Deanery and are fortunate to have Rev’d Nick Parker as our 
Area Dean. Rev’d Nick Parker is currently bringing together his Deanery Project Teams - ours is made up 
of 12 people to include the Director of People and Places, the Area Dean and the Archdeacon - who are 
meeting together to put together the Plan for Mission – the Deanery Plan. This is a plan for growth.

St. Mary’s, Temple Balsall, will be part of a larger Oversight Area – and within this, we wish to work 
positively together with our neighbouring parishes towards the fulfilment of God’s Mission in this corner 
of God’s Kingdom.

There are many exciting opportunities offered through being part of the new Yardley and Solihull
Deanery and we look forward to working with our new Vicar to agree the parish’s missional priorities as 
we develop our Transforming Church Action Plan.

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
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Finances
Church finances have been a difficult area, but so far, we have met our proportionate Common Fund. 

For several years now our reserves have been eroded by regular small deficits. Covid led to our having to close our doors for a while 
during lockdown, which has exacerbated the financial shortfalls. It is not clear yet how we can remedy our shortfall in revenue over the 

short, medium, or even long term.

We have been blessed by generous donations from Temple Balsall Refreshment Association over the years as well as generous individual 

donations, but more work needs to be done with planned giving to place the funding on a more reliable, long-term basis. Many regular 

donors now contribute by standing order, and the Parish Giving Scheme, although weekly envelopes are still available. Contactless giving 

was also introduced in 2022. It must be remembered that many of our elderly congregation are not well off. 

We have been very fortunate to have been supported by grants from The Foundation of Lady Katherine Leveson and The Friends of

Temple Balsall to meet the costs of fabric repairs highlighted in the latest Quinquennial Inspection. 

Safeguarding
We have established a strong Safeguarding Policy, and a Safeguarding Report is submitted to every PCC meeting.

We endeavour to adhere to the House of Bishops Policy and Practice Guidance by adopting the relevant safeguarding policies, which are 
kept under review, and by carrying out regular risk assessments of church activities.

The necessary DBS checks are processed as appropriate and safeguarding training of Church Officers is maintained.  Training for our 
volunteers, required by a recent diocesan directive, is currently being arranged.

We are registered on the diocesan safeguarding dashboard system which records our compliance and is updated accordingly.
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What has been done well:

• The building up of a committed, welcoming and open minded congregation;
• The development of good links between constituent parts of the Foundation;

• A clear spiritual lead and sense of focus across the community;
• Effective strategies that militate against any tendency to be inward looking.

• School/church links are of major importance and have flourished, with our very youngest children in school – the 2-year olds from Care and 
Play – coming to Messy Church each month (subject to Covid restrictions). The oldest children in school – Year 6 – are encouraged to consider 
Confirmation. SIAS inspection reports have been positive and Thursday school services are enthusiastically engaged with by pupils and staff. It 

is expected that these strong links can be maintained and developed.

Our vision for the future:

It is impossible to overstate the central importance of the parish priest in maintaining, deepening and widening the spiritual life of this 
community and beyond.

The newly appointed Vicar will need to address the following:
• Developing the spiritual life of this whole inter-related community within the Liberal Catholic tradition;

• Working effectively as a team leader with a committed group of clergy and lay people;
• Further developing links with the school families;
• Consolidating the financial position of the parish;

• Looking outwards and encouraging the congregation to do so;
• Finding a practical outlet for ministry with the elderly, children and the community.

We hope that any potential applicant will be encouraged and not daunted by any of the commitments above - this is a wonderful place with 
numerous opportunities for the right person.
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Contact Details:

The Foundation of
Lady Katherine Leveson
Temple Balsall, Knowle,

Solihull B93 0AN

Master’s Office
Tel: 01564 772415

mastersoffice@leveson.org.uk

www.leveson.org.uk


