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THE FOUNDATION OF LADY KATHERINE LEVESON – A PROFILE 

This profile provides an overview of the life and work of the Foundation of Lady Katherine Leveson 

and describes the important part played by the Master. For those wishing to find more detail about 

the work of the various elements of the Foundation, please visit our website www.leveson.org.uk. 

The Foundation of Lady Katherine Leveson at Temple Balsall is a Christian foundation, with a long 

and fascinating past, a lively present and a confident future. 

The present work of the Foundation is focused in four areas:- 

1. The support of older people through care and housing provided by Lady Katherine Housing 

and Care 

2. St. Mary’s Parish Church which is a flourishing multi-generational church in the liberal 

Catholic tradition 

3. The education of children in the Lady Katherine Leveson Church of England Primary School 

4. The Old Hall – an historic venue for meetings, conferences and hospitality. 

The work of worship, education, hospitality, service and care builds on the mission of the Knights 

Templar and Hospitallers, renewed under the will of Lady Katherine Leveson who set up the 

Foundation with her endowment in 1674, so that all these aspects of Christian witness and 

discipleship might continue in perpetuity.1   

Lady Katherine Housing and Care 

Lady Katherine Housing and Care (known locally as ‘Lady K’ or ‘The Court’) is a residential care home 

with sheltered housing.  The Foundation has been caring for older people for over 300 years. It is set 

in a collection of historic early 18th century buildings which have been extensively modernised into 

self-contained units designed to cater for the individual needs of residents.  At the centre of these 

buildings is a charming courtyard, which forms a peaceful meeting place for residents and their 

visitors. 

Up to 50 people live in this thriving, active community and are offered support and care to maintain 

continuing independent living in a safe and convenient location.  A large team provide professional 

care and support for our residents, together with cleaning, laundry, catering and hospitality, as well 

as maintaining the grounds and fabric. 

Further information can be found at www.ladykcare.co.uk. 

 
1 for further reading about the various aspects of the history of the Foundation, see Temple Balsall 1150-1870: 
A Short History; The Knights of the Temple and of St. John of Jerusalem and their connection with Temple 
Balsall; and The Church of St. Mary the Virgin, Temple Balsall – a Visitors Guide. 

http://www.leveson.org.uk/
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The Parish Church of St. Mary the Virgin, Temple Balsall 

St. Mary’s Church was originally built in the 14th century as a monastic chapel for the Knights 

Hospitallers and now serves the Foundation, visitors and local people.  Before the onset of the 

pandemic, the Church attracted a lively and friendly congregation of some 50-60 with a diverse age 

range. Our mission approach includes a particular concern for the spiritual and religious needs of 

older people.  The Church’s style of worship and pastoral work has settled into a broadly liberal 

Catholic/Anglican pattern. Its worship acknowledges the centrality of the Eucharist in our liturgical 

life: Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday at 10am in the Church.  

Besides regular Sunday morning Eucharist, we have various links with the wider community and 

special services are held throughout the year. The Church has strong links with the primary school 

and the older residents living in housing and care.  Baptisms, weddings and funerals form an 

important part of the church’s ministry. 

A significant investment in re-ordering the Church building has been completed in the last ten years, 

funded by parishioners, including a new heating system, vestry, lighting system, the re-laying of the 

sanctuary floor and the cleaning of the interior walls, new vestments and frontals and a new sound 

system (costing in total more than £300,000). 

Further details about the church and church life can be found in the Parish Profile and at 

www.stmarystemplebalsall.org.uk. 

 

Lady Katherine Leveson Church of England Primary School 

The School is currently a community of 135 pupils, of whom a higher than average proportion have 

special needs, situated adjacent to the supported housing and residential care complex.  It has an 

excellent teaching team who have high expectations of the children who are able to work and play in 

a happy and disciplined atmosphere. The School has its own flourishing childcare arrangements and 

caters for children from 2 to 11 who are encouraged to explore a wide variety of activities.  The 

School’s high quality of teaching and learning continues to be highly appraised.  

In 2020, the School Governors opted to join the Birmingham Diocese and Multi Academy Trust 

(BDMAT) to provide additional support to the school. The Foundation has the right to appoint 

governors (including the Master) to the School’s governing body but otherwise has no formal 

obligation to support the school – although the Foundation continues to be responsive to requests 

for charitable donations. 

There are particularly strong links between the Church and the School and between the School and 

the care home.  

More information can be found at https://ladyk.bdmat.org.uk. 

 

 

https://ladyk.bdmat.org.uk/
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The Old Hall  

The Old Hall - originating from the early 12th century – has been adapted for contemporary 

community use.  It is a popular venue and attracts many visitors. There are opportunities to promote 

and develop the Old Hall as a venue for networking, conferences and quiet days. 

Management structure and key personnel  

The Foundation of Lady Katherine Leveson is a charitable company limited by guarantee (charity 

number 1146710 and company number 07890553). 

The Governors 

The trustees of the Foundation are the Governors, who meet collectively up to six times a year. 

The present Governing Body comprises:- 

The Earl of Aylesford Chairman of Governors and of the Development 
Committee 

Michael Fetherston-Dilke Chairman of the Finance, Property and Investment 
Committee 

Jonathan Evans OBE    Chairman of the Care Committee 
The Bishop of Birmingham   Patron Governor 
David Bell 
Andrew Burrow 
Viscount Daventry 
Sir William Dugdale Bt 
Nicola Hammett 
Clare Hopkinson 
Robert Macpherson 
Carol Matthews 
 
Governors devolve responsibility to three key Committees: Care; Finance, Property and Investment; 

and Development.  

The Master of the Foundation is a key participator in all of these mechanisms of governance. It is 

important that the Master is able to relate well to Governors and has the ability to ensure smooth 

co-ordination between the various tasks of each of these Committees so that the charitable aims of 

the Foundation are fulfilled. 

The Chairman of Governors meets with the Master on a regular basis to support and oversee the 

Foundation’s work. 

The Senior Management Team 

The Master leads the Senior Management Team.  The two other key members are the Bailiff 

(Director of Finance) and the Care Manager, both full-time posts.   

The Care Manager is responsible for the management of the care home, reporting to the Master.  

This management includes statutory regulation and inspection relating to fabric, quality, health and 
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safety and other regulations.  The Care Manager is registered with the Care Quality Commission, 

with the Master being the ‘responsible person’. 

As the head of the Foundation, the Master has overall accountability for the financial and property 

elements of the Foundation but devolves day-to-day responsibility to the Bailiff who reports 

regularly to the Governors, in particular to the Chairman of the Finance, Property and Investment 

Committee. 

It is not expected that, on appointment, a new Master will be fully competent or knowledgeable in 

every area – but in particular they must have, or be prepared to gain, a good appreciation of the 

broader regulatory context within which residential care is delivered in the 21st century.  A full 

induction programme will be provided and, where necessary, appropriate support and training will 

be offered by the Foundation. 

Administrative support staff 

The Master is assisted by a part-time personal assistant and a part-time parish secretary who 

oversees the administration of the Old Hall and all administrative matters relating to the parish. The 

Care Manager is assisted by a Deputy, four senior carers and a total care staff of nearly 40. The Bailiff 

is supported by a full-time financial post; there is also an officer who helps to promote our care 

services with prospective care home residents and their relatives. 

Development plans 

There is considerable scope to make better use of unoccupied parts of the site at Temple Balsall and 

to provide enhanced facilities for residents. An architect has been appointed to develop options for 

the enlargement of the kitchen and communal areas in the care home. 

 

Further details of the development plans, which include the possible conversion of redundant barns 

into residential accommodation, will be shared with shortlisted candidates.  A new Master will not 

be responsible for the operational delivery of this work, but will play a key role in leading the 

integration of this expansion of the “shape” of Temple Balsall. 

A Ministry of presence within the community 

Integral to the vision of the Foundation is the presence of the Master as a resident within the 

community, providing leadership, direction and pastoral care – for residents, staff and parishioners. 

The Master is expected to reside on the site in accommodation provided rent free by the 

Foundation. The Master’s accommodation is currently within Temple House but, as part of the 

development plans outlined above, there is an option to let that house on a commercial basis and to 

re-house the Master in one of the nearby properties, after suitable refurbishment. In the interim, 

the incoming Master would have Temple House as their residence, pending progress with 

refurbishment plans. 
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A Mission of Hospitality and Welcome: Promoting Access to Heritage and Safeguarding for the 

Future 

Temple Balsall is a beautiful and significant historic site and on most days there is the bustle of 

children and parents, visitors, tenants, cyclists and walkers.  Hundreds of visitors are welcomed each 

year through regular hospitality events, tours, the annual national Heritage Open Weekend and 

many come to explore our fascinating history. 

There is a network of volunteers supporting this work, including the Temple Balsall Refreshment 

Association and the Friends of Temple Balsall. 

The Governors, Master and staff have the privilege and responsibility of supporting and promoting 

the work of the Foundation, thereby safeguarding its centuries-old mission and outreach as a 

Christian community. 

 

 

 


