
The parish of St Michael’s, Stanwix with St Mark’s, Belah, Carlisle

We are praying for the right person to be both a pastor to our church family and a missional leader with a heart for outreach to the wider community. We hope 
you will gain a flavour of what we have to offer as you look through these pages – and if God is calling you here, He will confirm it in your heart!

Thank you for enquiring about our parish
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Introduction
We are a parish rooted in the local communities of 
Stanwix and Belah. Most of our regular members 
live locally and the life of the church has many 
touchpoints within the community.

our vision
• Our desire is to reach out with the Good News 

to the local community, to see people come to 
faith in Christ as our churches grow.

• We want to encourage lay leadership within our 
churches in order to minister effectively and to 
enable the growth and use of people’s gifts for 
the benefit of mission.

• Our desire is to see people grow and change 
through effective ministry and pastoral care in 
our community.

• Our personal walk of faith is foundational, and 
we want to challenge and encourage a growth 
in personal spirituality and discipleship within 
our church members.

Chatting over coffee

Fellowship after the service at St Michael’s

Celebrating St Mark’s 70th anniversary

I feel so blessed 
when we are able 
to reach out to 
the community.
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The person we’re praying for is someone who …
• knows and loves God passionately, whose walk 

is one of relationship exemplified by a life of 
prayer and whose desire is to serve Him and 
His people in this area and lead them on their 
continuing journey into faith and wholeness.

• sits under the authority of Scripture and 
endeavours to engage people and build them 
up for the service to which God calls them 
by preaching and teaching by the power and 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

• through their leadership will inspire people to 
use and develop their gifts, who will stand by 
them as they take those initial steps, hold them 
up when they falter and above all encourage 
them to carry on.

• is eager to reach out to the community and 
work for the advancement of God’s kingdom as 
we partner with God in His mission in this area 
by our witness, worship, and work.

• has a heart for the pastoral needs of God’s 
people, who will reach out with compassion 
across the generations and encourage, 
challenge and tend the flock.

And finally, it must be said a sense of humour and 
a servant heart will serve the appointee well in the 
challenges ahead. 

In line with the Diocesan Strategy for Ministry, the 
clergy post we are looking to appoint is to be Priest-
in-charge of the parish of St Michael’s, Stanwix with 
St Mark’s, Belah. We are two churches with one 
common mission.

If what you have read so far resonates with your 
gifts and calling, then we pray that the next pages 
will help give a fuller picture both of the person we 
are looking for and the context for ministry that we 
have to offer – so please read on!

“What does the Lord require of you?  
To act justly and to love mercy and  

to walk humbly with your God” 

Micah 6 v8
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Our Mission Priorities
In January 2022 the PCC held an Awayday to consider our Mission Priorities based on the Diocesan God for All 
vision “Follow Daily, Speak Boldly, Care Deeply and Tread Gently”. Here is what we came up with, and an idea 
of how we are getting on.

SHORT TERM 
(next 6 months)

Friday Drop In

Prayer Ministry Team

St Mark’s “Something” 

Pastoral Ministry

Enabling Ministry

Celebrating Church Life 

GOALS DEFINED IN JAN 22 

This is a priority and additional staffing support 
is needed

To restart a regular offer of prayer as part of our 
Sunday worship

A gathering or group to build on the former Tuesday 
morning coffee morning

To develop the existing support for church members in 
both formal and informal support

Enabling people to discover their gifts and to use them in 
the life of the church and beyond

Using Sunday mornings to showcase different aspects of 
church life

HOW ARE WE DOING?

Several more volunteers signed up, completed DBS and 
joined the team

Prayer Ministry now offered each week at both churches

This initiative has spawned Chit Chat Café at St Mark’s

Increasing numbers in house groups. Pastoral Care Team 
yet to be re-established but we are considering how we 
can best provide pastoral support during the vacancy

New families becoming involved in leading worship and 
in children’s work

A feedback slot is being used about once a month to 
report on various aspects

Serving drinks at Drop-in Coffee @ the Gates Chit Chat Cafe

It’s wonderful 
when we can see God’s 
love reflected out into 
the community.
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MEDIUM TERM 
(6 – 18  months)

GOALS DEFINED IN JAN 22 HOW ARE WE DOING?

St Michael’s Church entrance Improve and redecorate the church entrance to 
make it more welcoming

Permission granted in September 22. Plans to do the 
work are afoot.

Two Rivers Mission Community Raise awareness and increase involvement Under review

“Living in Love and Faith” Explore the issues around this topic using the 
CofE material.

The 5-week course was run in June-July and attended by 
around sixteen people, with an additional 6th session to 
explore scriptural basis. No conclusions were drawn.

LONG TERM 
(18  months to 2 years)

GOALS DEFINED IN JAN 22 HOW ARE WE DOING?

Creation care, climate  
change, etc.

Consider another BioBlitz, investigate Eco 
church awards

St Michael’s reordering Pick up this project which was put on hold when 
the pandemic struck

Starting to consider what smaller projects could be 
addressed which would improve appearance and save 
energy, without too much financial outlay. Perhaps 
some people would be willing to sponsor some bite-
size chunks.

St Michael’s porch – for redecoration The Bioblitz in 2021

Ideas for St Michael’s reordering

WHo ArE WE?

cHurcH GrouPS

our SErVIcES

PrAYEr

cHILdrEn & FAMILIES

outrEAcH

SocIAL MEdIA / PoLIcIES

BuILdInGS & VIcArAGE

tHE LocALItY

MISSIon PArtnErS

FInAncE

MISSIon coMMunItY

cArLISLE dEAnErY

MAP

WHAt Sort oF PErSon?

our MISSIon PrIorItIES

IntroductIon



WHAt do WE HAVE to oFFEr?   |  6

What do we have to offer? 
Ministry team
You will be ably supported by our ministry team who are all regularly involved in preaching and leading services.

Pcc 
For some years the two churches of the parish were 
governed under a District Church Council (DCC) 
scheme approved by the Diocesan Bishop’s Council. 
This provided for wardens for each church and two 
DCCs: eight members to represent St Mark’s and 
sixteen for St Michael’s. This scheme has not been 
rescinded but more recently it has proved more 
practical to operate as a single PCC. The Council 
currently has fourteen members who meet every 
other month, with three sub-groups (Mission and 
Fellowship, Buildings and Maintenance, Finance and 
Administration) meeting in the months between. 
We currently have one Churchwarden and three 
Deputy Wardens, one of whom is for St. Mark’s.

We, the people of St Michael’s and St Mark’s, offer 
our new Priest-in-charge a commitment of loving 
support, in prayer and in action. As a church we 
are willing to listen and learn that we might grow 

spiritually 
stronger and 
are willing to 
change to meet 
the challenges 
ahead.

As with many 
congregations, 
we are getting 
older, and are 
very aware that we do not necessarily represent 
the age profile of the community around us. Also, 
our services must compete with the many secular 
activities laid on locally for children and families 
on Sunday mornings. However, we have been 
encouraged that some new families have joined us 
in recent months, who are already playing an active 
role in the life of the church.

Amanda
Assistant Curate

Jenny
Permission  
to Officiate

John 
Honorary 

Associate Priest

Kathy
Authorised Lay 

Minister

Liz 
Licensed Reader

Rob
Licensed Reader

Robert 
Licensed Reader

Sarah 
Children & Young 
People’s Worker

Steve
Permission  
to Officiate

PCC

Watch this  

to find out more 

about Sarah!

 https://youtu.be/PDaNFPs56IA
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Church Groups
To help you get a flavour of what goes on during 
the week, these are some of the things we do. 
For anything involving Children and Families see 
page 11 or Outreach see page 13.

House Groups 
We have four thriving House Groups who meet 
weekly, including one day-time group, all lay-led, 
with a total membership of around forty. We try 
to encourage as many as possible to be part of a 
group, as it gives us an opportunity to discuss our 
faith and encourage, support and pray for one 
another through the ups and downs of life. 

Leadership is often shared around the group, by 
those who are willing to give it a go. There’s always 
good conversation, lively discussion about the 
Bible passages and their application, and prayer for 
each other as well as for wider church and national 
issues. During the week the groups share prayer 
requests and news via WhatsApp – it’s a great way 
to keep in touch, especially if any of our members 
are ill or in need.

Bible in a Year
For several years 
now a group of us 
(typically around 
fifteen) set out to 
read through the 
whole Bible in a year, 
following one of the 
many plans available. 
As an encouragement 
we meet once a month for Saturday morning 
breakfast. This gives us the opportunity to raise 
questions which are of a deeper nature than can be 
covered in a Sunday sermon, or to consider a topic 
(biblical history, geography, literary genre, culture, 
etc). The group is currently led by an ordained 
member of our congregation, who provides some 
answers and in-depth teaching, and helps us 
interpret and contextualise what we are reading 
day by day.

Mothers’ union
The St Michael’s Mothers’ Union has recently 
teamed up with the Cathedral as numbers have 
dropped in both groups. Around fifteen members 
gather monthly in the Parish Centre to hear a guest 
speaker on a Christian theme. The group fundraise 
for various charities and local causes.

Belonging to a 
home group is an 
important par t of my 
Christian life.
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Our Services

Our church attendances, as for most other 
churches, have naturally been hit by Covid. Quite 
a few parishioners, who did not come to church 
because of Government guidelines, have continued 
to stay away, for various reasons. However, we have 
been heartened in recent months by several new 
families and individuals who have joined us.

We believe it is important that everyone feels 
welcome and at ease in worship and we aim to 
provide well-led and attractive services that are 
both informal and respectful. At all services there 
is a sermon/talk expounding a Bible passage in 
an accessible way, with the aim of helping people 
grow in understanding, faith, and spiritual maturity. 

The number of people on the Parish Electoral Roll as at April 2022 was 143.

These may focus on a 
Bible book or topical 
series, or sometimes we 
follow the lectionary.

Our worship style 
is quite broad but 
has developed 
an increasingly 
contemporary form to 
meet the changing needs of our church family. 
Services are mainly based on Common Worship. 
Clergy do not currently robe for Sunday services; 
the leader and preacher stand centrally; at St 
Michael’s we have a bare table with white cloth.

ST MICHAEL’S ST MARK’S

Time 9.30 am 11.00 am

Format All Age Worship (first Sunday of the month)
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion once a month 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion once a month

Average attendance (2021) 58, plus 10 children 17

Other Midweek Communion (in the Parish Centre) monthly on the 
first Wednesday 

Music Piano/organ plus singers and sometimes a guitar. Words projected 
using Easy-Worship. 

Keyboard or guitar

St Michael’s

I love the warmth 
of the welcome and 
the fellowship.
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As we reach out to new members, we believe 
there is increasing potential to explore fresh 
expressions of church in our parish. Some members 
of the ministry team attend the New Wine 
Leadership Conference.

occasional Services

NUMBER DURING 2021

Baptisms 4 Timed to coincide with our monthly All Age Worship. Parents are 
encouraged to attend church as often as possible before a baptism takes 
place, and an information and preparation session is always held before a 
date is fixed for baptism.

Weddings 3 Diocesan guidelines are followed with appropriate marriage preparation 
taking place.

Funerals 5 Plus, two further services held in the Crematorium

Midweek communion in the Parish Centre

Engrossed in the sermon at St Michaels!

St Mark’s Morning PrayerPlaying the keyboard at St Mark’s

Harvest Festival at St Michael’s
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Prayer
Within our congregations we have many faithful 
prayer warriors who can be relied on to pray, 
whether there is a specific need or not. At House 
Group meetings time is always set aside for prayer, 
and some groups additionally share prayer needs 
during the week via WhatsApp. Many can testify to 
seeing God at work in our church and in the lives of 
his people, as he hears and answers our prayers – 
such an encouragement! 

In the pews at St. Michael’s, we provide Prayer 
cards onto which people can write their own 
prayer requests, anonymously if they prefer, and 
put them into the Prayer Box at the back of church.

Our dynamic Prayer group meets online to pray, 
every Tuesday morning at 8am. The group prays for 
anything that God puts on their hearts at that time; 
for the requests submitted on the Prayer Cards, 
for any other needs passed on from people inside 
and outside the church, and for the churches and 
communities in our parish. This group has seen 
much evidence of answered prayer; this is always 
shared within the group and is a huge stimulus to 
keep on praying.

Our Prayer Ministry Group, whose members were 
available on a rota for prayer ministry each Sunday, 
went into abeyance during Lockdown. However, 
until it is revived, prayer ministry is still offered at 
the end of our morning services for anyone who 

feels the need for prayer for any reason. 

And of course, we are praying for you, our new 
Priest-in-charge! We have set up a new Vacancy 
Prayer time every Monday evening, specifically to 
pray for prospective candidates and for everything 
related to the application process. We are praying 
that you may know God’s leading and guidance 
as you consider whether this parish is right for 
you. And we are praying for ourselves - that the 
vacancy will be a time of blessing and growth and 
that we will see 
the body of Christ 
working together. 

Every member of 
our congregations 
has been given 
a copy of our 
Vacancy Prayer to 
use during their 
own prayer time.

our Vacancy Prayer
Father GOD, your love for us is unchanging.

You have welcomed each of us into the family of your church. In JESUS, you call us to be His Body in 
this place.

Send your HOLY SPIRIT upon us at this time of uncertainty and change, to fill us with vision and energy and faithfulness in prayer, word and worship.
Help us to follow daily, care deeply, speak boldly,  and tread gently as we reach out to our community.

Please guide those who are seeking the right person for us, and those who are seeking the right place for their ministry, that together we may discover your way for the future and see your kingdom grow. 
Amen.
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Children & Families
Sunday club at St Michael’s
After a short time in church, the children are taken 
across to the Parish Centre for Sunday Club, run by 
our Children and Young People’s Worker (CYPW) 
with a team of volunteers on a rota. Using games, 
crafts, and a story from the Bible we help our 
youngsters to learn about God, Jesus and His life 
in an appropriate and fun way so that no one is 
left out from knowing the greatest news of all. Our 
goal is to equip the children so that they can shine 
for Christ in everyday life and know the joys of life 
with Him.

We usually run Teens sessions as well, although as 
we are currently low on numbers, we are focussing 
on inviting youngsters to socials for the time being, 
to encourage them to stay with us. 

We run Tots church when we have the need.

St Mike’s tots
St Mike’s Tots is a 
well-established 
toddler group, 
which is held 
in Church 
on Thursday 
mornings. On 
average we 
have twenty-five 
families attending. 
The first hour is 
playtime; we have 
a baby area, craft 
table and lots of messy play for the kids to enjoy. 
The crafts are usually specific to the Bible story 
that day. We provide free refreshments, and this 
hour is a great opportunity for us to connect with 
the parents and carers. After playtime we all tidy 
up together, then gather round for a sensory-style 
Bible story and some songs.

Thursday Tots - in St Michael’s

The Sunday 
Club Board

Belonging to 
a home group is an 
important par t of my 
Christian life.
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Drop-in is a key part of our 
Children and Youth ministry. It is 
an after-school club on a Friday 
for mainly non-Church young 
people in years 7-11. It is a 
crazy hour and a half where the 
young people can chill, snack 
and chat to their friends and 
our volunteers, with none of the 
pressures of the previous week. 
On average twenty-five young 
people attend each week, and 
around ten of those stay for an 
extra hour to chat more deeply 
about life and faith at our 
‘Drop-in Extra’. We recently lost a 
large part of the team when the 
Diocesan Network Youth Church 
was disbanded, but members of 
the congregation have stepped 
up to support our CYPW on a 
rota basis so that the valuable 
work can continue. 

drop-in

We continue to find Messy 
Church valuable in reaching out 
to families in our community. 
Ably led by our CYPW with 
a willing team of volunteers, 
Messy Church has proved very 
popular. We currently hold it 
every two months, but would 
love to run it monthly to allow 
the formation of disciples. 
Although not yet possible, with 
God’s grace who knows what 
the future holds.

Holiday club
This year we ran a ‘Landlubbers’ 
Holiday Club over three 
mornings in the last week 
of the summer holidays. The 
team had great fun preparing 
a pirate-themed space, with 
amazing decor and costumes, 
including a huge cardboard 
pirate ship and life size 
palm trees! 

In total, around forty children 
from the local area attended. 
They fully engaged in the crafts, 
games, singing and puzzle-
solving. Every day they watched 
a drama acted out by a couple 
of the leaders and learned 
all about Paul and his travels, 
followed by discussion time 
in smaller groups. The team 
really gave it their all, and the 
feedback was that the children 
had an exciting time.

Messy church

Drop-in is a 
fantastic opportunity 
to engage with teens.
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Outreach
We are constantly looking for news ways in which we can reach out to the local community.

chit chat café
This is a relatively new 
initiative that came out 
of re-evaluating our 
mission priorities.

It is held each 
Wednesday 
afternoon in St 
Mark’s and offers 
the opportunity for 
people to gather 
over tea and cake – 

what’s not to like! This is slowly developing into a 
lively hub of people who are relaxed in each other’s 
company, enjoy a laugh and are at present knitting 
squares for blankets for the homeless and enjoying 
the challenge of jigsaw puzzles.

Our next step is to let it develop organically 
as different people access it from across the 
community, and see where it 
takes us. One idea is to lengthen 
the time and offer a soup 
kitchen to the local community 
– somewhere warm where they 
can get a free hot meal in these 
tough times.  

Link with Sheltered 
Housing complex
For the past few years, some of our house 
group members have been leading a 
monthly service at a local sheltered housing 
complex. We sing hymns, share a talk, and 
pray, followed by tea, coffee and home-made 
cakes. It is an enjoyable occasion for both the 
residents and our House Group members. 
Always greatly appreciated - one resident 
tells us these services are the highlight of her 
month. At Christmas and Easter (and during 
lockdown when we could not visit) we send 
in small gifts and cards to each resident.

coffee at the Gates
This is a new venture, initiated by the Mission 
and Fellowship group of the PCC.

Each Wednesday morning for about half an 
hour, we offer coffee, tea and chat to school 
run parents and carers, as well as to anyone 
else who is passing. Even the postman has 
had a coffee with us! It is a good way for people to 
meet and relax after a busy time before school, and 
we are gradually getting to know them better. It’s 
such a simple thing to do but such great outreach 
as it can touch so many people!

Accompanying the service at the 
sheltered housing complex

Making tea and homemade  
cakes for the residents

The visits from 
the St Michael’s home 
group are the highlight 
of my month.
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Food Bank
About two years ago we joined forces with the 
food bank operated by the people of St Barnabas 
Church. We supply them with donations from 
both our churches. They in turn supply several 
families in our area with a weekly bag of goods. 
The generosity exhibited by the people of Stanwix 
Parish has been a joy to behold and very welcomed 
by those that run the Food Bank who have seen 
numbers triple in the current economic climate.

Alpha course
We are firm believers in the value of the Alpha 
Course as a tool for growth and evangelism. Over 
the years we have seen many people grow in 
their faith, and several people come to faith, as a 
result of following the course. One of these is now 
ordained and working in ministry in the city. During 
Lockdown we joined with the other churches in 
the Two Rivers Mission Community to run a course 
together online. We even had someone joining us 
from the Midlands! We have also run a home-grown 
“Big Questions” course whose content speaks 
for itself.

Saturday coffee Group
Organised by a member of our 
congregation and attended by people from 
both inside and outside the church, this 
coffee morning offers a friendly welcome 
and a chance for a good natter. Held in the 
Parish Centre every Saturday morning, it has 
now been going for over fifteen years. 

In addition to the 
important social 
aspect, a Letter of 
Encouragement is 
sent out regularly 
- by email, post or 
hand-delivered. 
Initially started 
during lockdown 
as a means of 
keeping in touch, 
the distribution 
includes people 
who have no 
connection with 
the coffee morning 
at all! Recipients 
can also send in 
their own contributions of encouraging 
anecdotes, news, prayers, bible verses, and 
examples of answered prayers.

Letter 103 
February 2022

Dear

By the time you read this the world situation will be different from now (Monday morning), but here’s one of the many prayers being offered up for peace at this time:
Lord Jesus you are the Prince 
of Peace, Look upon our 
divided world, be with those 
who are victims of violence. 
We pray for the people of 
Ukraine and all who have 
been subjected to the cruelty of others. Amen
I expect we all feel very much part of the whole world at the moment, because no-one will be unaffected by all this. Here’s a representation of a poster from the eighties which came to mind strongly this week, particularly with the climate change news as well. Is there a future?
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Social Media and communication
In this age of media communication, we are not 
great at marketing ourselves through online 
channels, as we have limited technical capabilities 
within our membership. We have a church 
Facebook page Stanwix Parish St Michael’s with 
St Mark’s and two other Facebook groups (one 
specifically for St Mike’s Tots). Our website  
www.stanwixchurch.org.uk is largely kept up to 
date but has limited flexibility. We have a YouTube 
channel which was set up for posting services 
during Covid, but is no longer used.

A weekly newsletter is compiled on Fridays by an 
office volunteer and sent out by email using iKnow 
Church. We usually hand-deliver leaflets to sections 
of the Parish to advertise our Christmas Services, 
but we don’t know how effective this is.

We think we should probably improve our use 
of online platforms in the future to reach out to 
our community.

Quick links:

 www.stanwixchurch.org.uk

 Our Church Facebook page

Policies
Safeguarding:

Our Parish have adopted the 
House of Bishops ‘Promoting 
a Safer Church; Safeguarding 
Policy Statement’. All leaders and 
volunteers are safely recruited 
according to the Church’s national 
guidance and our Safeguarding 
Officer ensures that everyone involved in 
working with children and vulnerable adults 
has completed a DBS and receives the relevant 
Safeguarding training.

Women’s Ministry:

The PCC has resolved not 
to vote on this subject 
and no resolutions have 
therefore been passed. 
The ministry of women, 
both ordained and lay, is 
evident and welcomed in 
our parish. 

Social Media / Policies

Midweek Communion

Amanda’s Priesting
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St Michael’s church
• The parish church was built in 1841 on the site 

of a Roman fort. Christian worship has been 
taking place here for over one thousand years.

• The front 5 rows of pews as well as those in the 
north transept have been replaced with chairs to 
create a more flexible and open area at the front 
of church. This provides a great space for the 
large Tots group, with toys stored in the vestry.

• We now serve coffee at the front of church 
after the Sunday service, where there is more 
space than in the Parish Centre. This has 
encouraged more people to stay and chat in a 
relaxed atmosphere – being able to stay put is 
welcomed by the less able-bodied members of 
the congregation.

• We would love to provide toilet facilities in the 
church and make it a warmer and more flexible 
space. Just prior to Covid, plans were drawn up 
to reorder the inside by removing the rest of 
the pews, making a larger welcome area, and 
installing a kitchen and toilets. An integral part 
of this project would be to replace the heating 
system, double-glaze the windows and so on. In 
the aftermath of Covid, we do not seem to have 
either the heart, or the finance, to undertake such 
a large project, but it is still a long-term aim. 

• Work is currently ongoing on one of the south 
transept walls where a memorial plaque was 
found to be unsafe; plaster has been removed and 
the wall is being dried out before replacement. 
Permission has been given to redecorate the 
porch to make it more welcoming, and we are 
aiming to complete this by the start of 2023.

• The Churchyard (long since closed to 
interments) is maintained by the Council.

the Parish centre
• Situated opposite St Michael’s Church, it 

comprises our Parish Office (upstairs), meeting 
rooms, kitchen, and toilets. 

• It is used most days of the week; by community 
groups such as Brownies, a Camcorder group 
and Music Makers, and of course by our own 
church groups including midweek Communion, 
Drop-in, Sunday Club, Saturday coffee morning, 
Bible in a Year breakfasts, Alpha courses, and 
Mothers’ Union.

• The Centre receives funding from a separate 
Trust under the control of the PCC, which 
enables us to keep the building in good repair.

• The role of a Parish Administrator is currently 
covered by volunteers, staffing the Office four 
mornings a week.

Buildings & Vicarage

The Parish Centre

St Michael’s Church building
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St Mark’s church

• St Mark’s is a small post-war Church established 
70 years ago as part of a new housing estate.

• With the sanctuary partition closed, the large 
hall becomes a very usable and practical space, 
and there’s a small but good kitchen. 

• It’s a great place for us to hold Messy Church and 
Holiday Club, as well as occasional joint Sunday 
lunches on special occasions. 

• Recently, it has started playing host to our new 
Chit Chat Café every Wednesday afternoon. 

• It is also hired by 
outside groups 
including an 
Orchestra rehearsal 
group, a slimming 
club, Rainbows 
and Guides.

the Vicarage
• A spacious modern house 

situated approximately half a 
mile from St Michael’s church on 
a quiet cul-de-sac

• Entrance lobby separates the 
study and a toilet from the main 
part of the house

• Large hall and three reception rooms; open fire 
and patio doors in the main lounge

• Large, fitted kitchen/breakfast room (dual fuel 
cooker included) and separate utility room

• Four double bedrooms (three with large, fitted 
wardrobes), bathroom (with shower and toilet), 
shower room, separate toilet

• Garage, plus parking for two cars on 
the forecourt

• Lawned garden on south and west sides of 
the house; most rooms have large windows 
overlooking the sunny garden

• Central heating and double-glazing throughout

• Maintained by the Diocese

Video tour:  https://youtu.be/gCcMeJmux8A 

Large kitchen

Front entrance

Sunny lounge

The Study
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Stanwix and Local Area
the Parish
• The Parish of Stanwix, with our two churches St 

Michael’s and St Mark’s, is a popular residential 
area on the north side of the river Eden. St 
Michael’s church is just fifteen minutes’ walk 
from Carlisle city centre, St Mark’s another 
fifteen minutes further north.

• Stanwix was 
originally a village 
but expanded in 
the mid-nineteenth 
century when many 
large houses (now 
much sought after) 
were built for Carlisle’s new middle classes.

• Belah is an estate from the early 1950’s, 
developed in large part for railway and military 
personnel. 

• There is a small 
parade of shops 
in the old village 
of Stanwix and 
another on the 
Belah estate/Etterby 
Park, including 
two newsagents, a bar, the newly refurbished 
Stanwix Tandoori, several take-aways, two 

barbers, and an optician. There is a Post Office 
near Etterby Park.

• In addition, there is a large 
independent hotel, several 
B&Bs, three pubs, a Morrisons, 
Aldi, Sainsbury’s Local, Majestic 
Wine, and a Medical Centre 
and Pharmacy.

Leisure
• The Sands Centre just across the river 

has recently undergone a massive £27m 
redevelopment. This is a large music and 
entertainments venue which also provides a 
variety of sports health and wellbeing facilities – 
and now includes a brand-new swimming pool. 

• Other recreation facilities within the parish 
include Carlisle Cricket Club, a dry ski slope, two 
tennis clubs, a bowling club, football pitches and 
Bannatyne’s Health Club.

• Both Stanwix and Belah have community 
centres and there are many play areas and open 
spaces, the largest of which is Rickerby Park, an 
extensive natural park on the banks of the river 
Eden, with mature trees beneath which cattle 
and sheep graze in summer months.

Grand houses on Stanwix Bank

Local shops & takeaways

The Sands Centre

Eden Bridge, leading to Stanwix

View from Stanwix of Rickerby Park

Crown Pub & Cumbria Park Hotel
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Education
• Stanwix School, situated 

nearly opposite St Michael’s, 
is a large primary school 
with 400 pupils. Although 
not a church school they 
have strong ties to St 
Michael’s. Our Curate 
and CYPW regularly take 
assemblies at the school; 
they hold their larger festival 
services and rehearsals at 
Harvest and Christmas in 
St Michael’s Church. 

• Trinity School, a Church 
of England Academy, is 
situated just outside the 
parish but draws many 
pupils from the parish, some 
of whom attend Friday 
Drop-In. The largest school 
in the county (and recently 
extensively redeveloped), 
it employs a Chaplain, has 
just opened a Chapel on site, 
and has strong links with 
the Cathedral. Our CYPW 
helps to run the Christian 

Union there, working with 
the local NISCU (Northern 
Inter-Schools Christian 
Union) team.

• Within the parish there is an 
independent, co-educational 
Day School, Austin Friars St 
Monica’s, which sets out to 
provide a holistic education 
in accordance with its 
Augustinian principles, also 
several day nurseries.

• The University of Cumbria’s 
arts campus is on Brampton 
Road, very close to St 
Michael’s – students 
study film, theatre, 
photography, and fine art. 
Before the pandemic we 
used to sometimes give 
out free bacon sandwich 
breakfasts as a welcome to 
new students.

The University of Cumbria’s arts campus

Austin Friars St Monica’s

Stanwix School

Trinity School
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carlisle
Steeped in history, Carlisle is the county town 
of Cumbria and is often referred to as the Great 
Border City.

The population of the city itself is about 80,000. 
There are a variety of high street chain stores 
and several independent shops. Familiar names 
range from Marks and Spencer, Primark, and 
Waterstones, to a local bookshop (Bookends) 
famous throughout the north. Many locals take 
the short trip over the border to Gretna for the 
Caledonia Park outlet centre or further afield to 
Gateshead’s Metro Centre.

Situated at the confluence of the rivers Eden, 
Caldew and Petteril, there are many green spaces 
and riverside trails within the city, as well as 
several popular cycle routes which pass through 
the city, quickly emerging into the surrounding 
open countryside. 

Carlisle has a rich heritage. The Cathedral 
celebrated its 900th anniversary this year and built 
a gothic inspired Fratry. Mary Queen of Scots was 
famously held prisoner in the Castle, which was 
later held by the Jacobites during the siege of 
Carlisle in 1745. Parts of the old city walls remain; 
the street named West Walls now runs along the 
top of one section, where the Tithe Barn, dating 
back to the 1470’s, can be hired for functions.

In the 19th century a number of textile 
mills sprang up in Carlisle, using the 
soft water of the river Caldew. Several 
distinctive chimneys remain, including 

the iconic Dixon’s chimney 
which at 290 feet tall can 
be seen for miles around. 
Carr’s Table Water biscuits 
(and many other varieties) 
are still produced in a large 
factory dating back to the 
mid-19th 

century. Tullie House 
Museum and Art Gallery 
puts on a wide range of  
exhibitions and events 
(and has a great café).

Carlisle railway station is located in the city 
centre and forms a key part of the national 
rail network; you can get to Glasgow or 
Edinburgh in 1¼ hours, Newcastle in 1½ 
hours or London in under 4 hours. £20m 
has just been allocated by the government 
to be spent on a complete redevelopment 
of the historic station building. A second 
phase of funding is planned, to transform 
the beautiful Citadel towers and the old 
court rooms into a new campus for the 
University of Cumbria.   

Carlisle and the surrounding area

Carlisle Castle

Carlisle Cathedral

Market cross in city centre

The Citadel marks 
the southern 
entrance to the city

I have found 
Carlisle a great place 
to raise a family.
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Carlisle has always been a strategic location 
for road and rail links and many people are 
employed in transport, wholesaling, and 
distribution. Agriculture forms a significant 
part of the regional economy, and tractors are 
often seen driving through the city. Tourism and 
hospitality play an important role and provide 
significant employment.

The line of Hadrian’s Wall (which coincidentally 
celebrated its 1900th anniversary this year) runs 
past St Michael’s church, and remains of the wall 
itself can be found about ten miles east of the city; 
recent excavations uncovered a Roman bath house 
next to the river Eden. 

Carlisle is home to the main international offices of 
two major global Christian organisations: 
OM (Operation Mobilisation) International 
and the Langham Partnership. We have 

several staff members from both charities in 
our congregations.

Further afield
We are blessed to 
be on the doorstep 
of two UNESCO 
World Heritage 
Sites. To the south, 
the beautiful Lake 
District National 
Park, with the 
nearest lakes just 45 
minutes’ drive away, 
and the northern 
fells closer still, boasting splendid walks with 
stunning views. The route of Hadrian’s Wall (now 
an 84-mile National Trail) stretches from the west 
coast, through Carlisle, to Wallsend in Newcastle; 
there are many fascinating forts and museums 
(appealing to all ages) to visit all along the Wall, 
such as Birdoswald, Housesteads, and Vindolanda. 
Other great destinations for days out include the 
Solway Coast AONB, the picturesque Eden valley, 
and the rolling hills of the Scottish Borders.

Quick links:

 https://www.discovercarlisle.co.uk/

 https://www.visitcumbria.com/ 

 https://www.visitlakedistrict.com/ 

Hadrian’s Wall

Derwent Water from the 
slopes of Skiddaw
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Mission Partners
The PCC allocates a proportion of the unrestricted 
giving to mission outside the parish.  We doubled 
this just before covid but resigned ourselves to 
cutting back last year to make ends meet.  Our 
mission noticeboard in the Parish Centre has lots of 
pictures and newsletters to help keep us in touch 
with our mission partners.

We currently support the following individuals and 
organisations:

Individuals

david Atkinson, 

a former member of our 
church, is the Director of 
Trafford Youth for Christ.

Garry Ion,

who was born in Carlisle, 
has worked in East Africa 
with CMS since 1998 
and is now seconded 
to Restore Cumbria and 
runs the Community 
Shed in Carlisle.

Paul & cathy Middleton

have worked 
respectively as a pilot 
and nurse for Mercy 
Air in Southern Africa 
since 2003.

Janet Busk,

a current church 
member, is the 
International Finance 
Manager for MAF.

chris & Sarah Keiller

have served with OMF 
in Central Thailand 
for ten years; they are 
now back in Belfast for 
a while where Chris is 
the Ireland Area Rep 
for OMF.
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organisations

Food Bank 

run by Holy Trinity, St 
Barnabas, and St Luke’s 
churches in Carlisle.

Langham Partnership 

is based in Carlisle.  Two 
church members work for Langham as National 
Director and on the Literature editorial team.

carlisle Street Pastors 

listen, care, and help 
people out and about 
at night in our city.  The 
local co-ordinator is a 
member of our church.

northern Inter-schools 
christian union 

works with school 
children in Carlisle and 
throughout the North-
West.  The local team is 
helped by our CYPW to run CU sessions at Trinity 
School every week.

oM International office

is based in Carlisle, and we have several 
staff members in our congregation.

cAP (christians against Poverty) 

helping those struggling with debt.

compassion uK

child sponsorship programme.

Mothers’ union relief Fund 

supporting families in need, empowering women, 
and combating gender-based violence.

uccF relay Workers 

in frontline student mission 
and training.
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Contributions to the Carlisle Diocesan Board of 
Finance are on an ‘offer’ system and are based 
around the estimated cost of the stipend, training, 
housing, and pension cost of a full-time clergy 
post, with all other administrative and other central 
costs being funded via other sources. As a Parish 
we consider the maintenance of our stipendiary 
ministry a priority and have been paying our Parish 
Offer in full (currently £68,400 per annum).

Our general funds suffered during the pandemic 
and showed a deficit of £9,552 in 2021. The reserves 
brought forward from previous years have been 

sufficient to cover deficits in recent years but are 
not sufficient to cover ongoing deficits.

We decided to hold a “Generosity Week” 
Stewardship campaign in early 2022 to raise 
awareness of our financial situation and to 
encourage the congregation to review their giving 
to the church. Our finance reports for the 9 months 
to 30 September 2022 reflect the response and 
show only a small deficit in general funds of £400. 

Over 85% of our planned giving is received by 
regular standing orders.

Finance

St Michael’s Stanwix with St Mark’s Belah Pcc Financial Summary for the year ended 31/12/21

INCOME
COLLECTIONS, PLANNED GIVING, DONATIONS, GIFT AID
FEES
LETTING
MISCELLANEOUS INCOME
LEGACIES

EXPENDITURE
WAGES, SALARIES, HONORARIUM, EXPENSES ETC
MISSIONARY & CHARITABLE GIVING
PARISH SHARE
MAINTENANCE & MAJOR REPAIRS, & CHURCH YARD UPKEEP
CHURCH RUNNING COSTS, UPKEEP OF SERVICES
EDUCATION & OUTREACH
OFFICE AND PARISH CENTRE COSTS 
ACCOUNTANCY AND BANK FEES

NET SURPLUS (DEFICIT)  FOR YEAR

TRANSFERS
FUNDS BROUGHT FORWARD 1 JAN 2021

FUNDS AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2021

General
 90,494 

 1,702 
 2,271 

 69 
 -   

 94,536 

 907 
 4,000 

 68,400 
 8,921 
 9,551 
 2,608 
 8,418 
 1,283 

 104,088 

(9,552)

 35,942 

26,390 

Unrestricted Funds Restricted Funds

Restoration
 35 

 8 

 43 

 5,781 

 5,781 

(5,738)

 36,153 

30,415 

TOTAL
 104,328 

 1,702 
 2,271 

 159 

108,460 

 10,494 
 4,000 

 68,400 
 14,702 

 9,551 
 2,608 
 8,418 
 1,283 

 119,456 

(10,996)

 100,096 

89,100 

St Marks 
Improvement

 82 

 82 

 -   

82 

 14,962 

15,044 

Youth & 
Community

 13,799 

13,799 

9,587 

 9,587 

4,212 

 13,039 

17,251 
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Mission Community
The Two Rivers Mission Community is a group of 
eight Anglican and two Methodist Churches to the 
west and immediate north of Carlisle city centre. Its 
name is taken from the two rivers (Caldew and the 
Eden) that flow through the mission community. It 
launched on Pentecost Sunday 2018, taking as its 
mission statement the Great Commission:

more traditional churches with a 
sacramental focus, as well as various 
fresh expressions. What unites all 
these churches is the desire to see our 
communities transformed and people 
come to faith.

The Mission Community contains some 
of the most deprived areas in Carlisle with the 
associated issues this brings, as well as some of the 
most affluent.

Within the Mission Community area, we have the 
Cumberland Infirmary, serving both Cumbria and 
southern Scotland the Brampton Road campus 
of the University of Cumbria, plus the Denton 
Holme Student Village, two secondary schools, and 
numerous primary schools, plus neighbourhood 
shopping areas and industrial parks. This makes 
the Mission Community a diverse and exciting 
community within which to live and work

The clergy from the mission community meet every 
Thursday on Zoom and occasionally in person, 
to pray for one another, and explore ways that 
we can grow God’s Kingdom together. This has 
included joint services, prayer events, including 
praying for people on the streets, and running an 
Alpha Course. In March 2023, we are planning a 
week-long mission with students from Wycliffe Hall 
theological college.

Jesus… said, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. 

Therefore, go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you. 
And surely, I am with you always, to 

the very end of the age.” 

Matthew 28:18-20

We believe the Holy Spirit calls us to be a Christ 
centred community of mission that transforms 
the lives of people through discipleship, worship, 
prayer and service.

One of the great strengths of the Mission 
Community is the rich diversity amongst 
the churches, from evangelical churches to 
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Carlisle Deanery is large and heterogeneous. It 
contains the largest urban population in Cumbria, 
and its only city. Beyond Carlisle the Deanery extends 
south to Caldbeck and the Lake District, west along 
the Solway Plain, and includes several rural parishes.

The Deanery contains areas of affluence, and as well 
as significant poverty. According to the 2010 English 
Indices of Deprivation, Carlisle District is ranked 109th 
out of 326 nationally (with 1 being the highest); 
parts of Carlisle are ranked amongst the bottom 10% 
nationally for deprivation. Within the Deanery we 
have Carlisle Cathedral, the University of Cumbria 
with 7,500 students, and the Cumberland Infirmary, 
which serves north Cumbria and southern Scotland, 
as well as several nationally significant firms.

The churchmanship within the Deanery embraces 
the whole range of Anglicanism, with good mutual 
support amongst the clergy. In addition, within the 
city there are large number of churches from other 
denominations, as well as independent churches. 
Churches Together Carlisle and District meets regularly, 
although attendance has declined since Covid.

Within the Deanery there are five ecumenical 
Mission Communities, which is part of the God for 
All mission strategy:

• Heart of the City

• Carlisle Rural

• Carlisle South  

• Carlisle West

• Two Rivers Mission Community

Because of the diverse churchmanship within the 
deanery, the process of forming these Mission 
Communities has not always been easy, but 
relationships on the ground are developing. One 
of the challenges is that the Parish Offer does not 
cover the cost of ministry, which has resulted in 
a reduction in the number of stipendiary clergy. 
The Bishop of Penrith and the Archdeacon, in 
consultation with others, are undertaking a major 
review of mission and ministry within the Deanery, 
in the hope of securing funding from the Church 
Commissioners to enable greater investment into 
the Deanery.

St Michael’s and St Mark’s are significant churches 
within the Deanery. The new Priest-in-Charge of 
Stanwix is expected to play a full and active role 
within the Mission Community, Deanery and 
Chapter, and to give input into the development of 
mission and ministry across the Mission Community. 
Stanwix is a lively congregation with a passion 
for mission and a desire to share the Gospel. They 
are looking for a Missional Leader, with a heart for 
Jesus, to build on what has gone before and lead 
them forward into all that God has planned.

Carlisle Deanery (from the Rural Dean)
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MAP – Stanwix Parish in the city of Carlisle
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