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The Anglican Diocese of Leeds comprises five Episcopal Areas, 
each coterminous with an Archdeaconry.  This is now one of the 
largest dioceses in the country, and its creation is unprecedented 
in the history of the Church of England.  It covers an area of 
around 2,425 square miles, and a population of around 2,642,400 
people.

The three former dioceses were created in the nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries to cater for massive population changes 
brought about by industrialisation and, later, mass immigration. 
The diocese comprises major cities (Bradford, Leeds, Wakefield), 
large industrial and post-industrial towns (Halifax, Huddersfield, 
Dewsbury), market towns (Harrogate, Skipton, Ripon, Richmond 
and Wetherby), and deeply rural areas (the Dales). The whole of 
life is here, along with all the richness, diversity and complexities 
of a changing world.

The Diocesan Bishop (The Rt Rev’d Nick Baines) is assisted by 
five Area Bishops (Bradford, Huddersfield, Kirkstall, Wakefield 
and Ripon), and five archdeacons (Bradford, Halifax, Leeds, 
Pontefract, Richmond & Craven).  The parish of Bolton Priory 
lies in the Skipton Deanery of the Ripon Episcopal Area, in the 
Archdeaconry of Richmond and Craven.  The Bishop of Ripon is 
the Rt Rev’d Dr Helen-Ann Hartley.

Our vision as the Diocese is about confident clergy equipping 
confident Christians to live and tell the good news of Jesus Christ.  
For all of our appointments we are seeking clergy who have a 
joyful and confident faith which has inspired a track record of 
church growth, both numerically and spiritually.

About the Diocese of Leeds
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What is special about the Priory?

This wonderful Grade I listed building has been a place of worship, 
where hospitality has been offered to all visitors, stretching back almost 
nine hundred years. Today it remains an active and alive parish church 
with regular services during the week and throughout the liturgical 
calendar as well as a haven of peace and solace to its many visitors.

The Priory is well known in the area for its rich BCP based liturgy and 
strong musical tradition

The Priory is a member of the Greater Churches Group, in their words 
‘an association of non-cathedral churches which, by virtue of their great 
age, size, historical, architectural, or ecclesiastical importance, display 
many of the characteristics of a cathedral.’

Set in a landscape described as ‘the “jewel in the crown” of Yorkshire’s 
many landscapes’, as many as 160,000 casual and regular visitors pass 
through our doors and are welcomed every year.

The beauty and spirituality of the Priory attracts many weddings, 22 
this year, which presents opportunities for couples to engage with the 
life of the congregation.

Despite the age of the building the fabric is kept in good order, and the 
2018 Quinquennial Inspection congratulated us on our stewardship of 
the building.

A recent Lighting Project has installed an efficient and sophisticated 
LED based system that highlights architecture and brings a very special 
ambience to services and other events.

The current Heating Project plans to replace an inefficient warm air 
system with more reliable underfloor and radiator heating; it has 
been specified, costed, and fundraising has reached the 50% point. 
Ultimately, we will be able to offer a warm church that is fit for purpose 
today and well into the future.

Our Sales Table offers a wide range of affordable and tasteful items and 
books, and even though completely unmanned, benefits church funds 
to the extent of £16,000 a year.

In addition to its services, the Priory has a high profile in the local area 
and beyond, through activities such as the St Cuthbert Lecture, the 
Priory Concert Series and the Christmas Live Nativity.

“the Priory has a high prof ile in the local area and beyond...”
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What do we expect of our new Rector?

can work with a congregation drawn not just from within the parish but 
also from further afield, coming to enjoy a traditional form of worship 
in this beautiful and atmospheric setting

will develop the pastoral care with extensive experience, reaching out 
not just to local residents but to the many tourists and ‘special occasion’ 
visitors to our church

can recognise the demographic challenge of a committed but generally 
ageing congregation, and can work to engage the younger age groups 
both within the church and outside.

recognises where change is needed and can bring it about whilst caring 
for natural concerns and sensitivities.

has the political skills to work within the symbiotic relationship that the 
Priory has with the surrounding Bolton Abbey Estate and its Trustees of 
the Chatsworth Settlement.

can maintain the momentum established by the previous Rector, Canon 
Simon Cowling, now Dean of Wakefield, in supporting, sponsoring and 
initiating many improvements over the last five years.

Besides the ‘given’ of being joyful and secure in their ministry 
with a track record of growing congregations and confident 
disciples, the particular demands of the Priory require someone 
who:
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The Parish of Bolton Abbey

The parish is centred on the village of Bolton 
Abbey in North Yorkshire. At the time that 
the Priory was founded, the village was 
named ‘Bolton’. 

It was only with the arrival of a local railway that the 
village was renamed ‘Bolton Abbey’ for marketing 
reasons; (erroneously of course, because the 
Priory was an Augustinian foundation, and not a 
Benedictine or Cistercian abbey).

The parish boundaries are quite extensive but 
according to the 2011 census, the population was 
only 542.

The population of the parish itself can 
be described as scattered and rural, 
with families of all ages. 

It is a farming community, but there 
are also professional, executive and 
unemployed households. 

80% of property is rented, mostly 
from the Bolton Abbey Estate, which 
results in a median Deprivation Index 
rank, but there are no particular social 
problems within the parish.

There is a very small village centre 
with three shops and a modern 
Village Hall. 

The village car park, which levies a 
charge, is heavily used and provides 
access to extensive walks and riverside 
leisure activities. 

Two more distant car parks are 
adjacent to Strid Woods and further 
reaches of the river.
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There are two small schools in the parish, one a 
private Montessori school, the other a voluntary 
aided primary school. 

There is a larger village school in nearby Addingham.
 
The Bolton Abbey Estate is the major land and 
property owner in the area, and provides much 
of the local tourist infrastructure, including the car 
parks, managed countryside, a wedding venue, 
catering facilities, and accommodation including the 
renowned Devonshire Arms. 

Other tourist related businesses include Hesketh 
Farm Park, Billy Bob’s Parlour (American style diner 
and play area), and the Embsay Steam Railway.

Further businesses include Yorkshire Pianos, Yorkshire 
Range Co. (stoves), SK Kitchens, Forge Garage, Post 
Office and specialist shops. 

Whilst many if not most of these business premises 
are owned by the Estate, they are independently 
operated by tenants.

It is important to note that 90% of the congregation 
live outside the parish, travelling from nearby Ilkley, 
Addingham and Skipton, as well as from further 
afield, even Lancashire. They are attracted by the 
Priory’s history, its beautiful surroundings, its musical 
tradition and the BCP liturgy.
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Further afield

Bolton Abbey is a 15-minute drive from both Skipton and Ilkley.

Skipton is a historic market town, with a 
medieval castle and a wide range of specialist 
shops and supermarkets. 

The railway station offers connections to 
London, Leeds, Bradford, Settle, Lancaster and 
Carlisle. 

Secondary education is offered at Skipton 
Academy (ages 11–16) and two single-sex 
grammar schools: Ermysted’s Grammar School 
for boys, and Skipton Girls’ High School (SGHS). 

There is a cinema, several popular pubs, 
café bars and restaurants and good sporting 
facilities including a public swimming pool.

Ilkley is a prosperous commuter town serving 
both Leeds and Bradford; it is a 30 minute journey 
from its railway station to either city. 

There are two supermarkets and a wide range of 
individual boutiques and specialist shops. 

Ilkley Grammar School is a co-educational 
comprehensive secondary school. 

There is a boutique cinema, a wide range of 
restaurants, and an extensive sports complex 
including indoor and outdoor swimming. 

There are riverside walks and access to the large 
open spaces of Ilkley Moor above the town. 

It is the home of the annual Ilkley Literature 
Festival and the Fuzion 100 Tennis Tournament.

Skipton

Ilkley
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Bradford is a city of 530,000, with its Anglican 
cathedral near the centre. 

It is also an important commercial centre with 
the head offices of several major financial and 
industrial businesses.

It offers extensive shopping, restaurants 
(2013 ‘Curry Capital of Britain’), the Alhambra 
Theatre, concerts at St George’s Hall, and the 
National Science and Media Museum.

Its university at one time contained the only 
Peace Studies department in the UK. 

There are many sports facilities, and 
professional football and rugby league teams.

Leeds is a city of 780,000, and a major 
commercial and legal centre that has thrived 
extensively in recent years, boasting a substantial 
redevelopment alongside the river and canal. 

It is the seat of the Anglican Diocese of Leeds, 
although Leeds Cathedral is Roman Catholic and 
Leeds Minster  is the largest Anglican church. 

The extensive retail area of Leeds is seen as the 
principal regional shopping hub for the whole 
of the Yorkshire and the Humber region, and 
there are major indoor shopping centres, some 
based on historic Victorian arcades. 

There is a wide range of restaurants, Leeds 
Grand Theatre (home of Opera North), the 
Town Hall and First Direct Arena for a variety of 
musical and sporting events. 

The Royal Armouries Museum is part of the new 
riverside redevelopment.
 
Leeds is the home of five universities: the 
University of Leeds, Leeds Beckett University, 
Leeds Trinity University, the University of Law 
and Leeds Arts University. 

Professional sports teams include Leeds United of 
football fame, Leeds Rhinos and Hunslet in Rugby 
League, Yorkshire Carnegie in Rugby Union, and 
Headingley Stadium is also a home ground for 
Yorkshire County Cricket.

Bradford

Leeds
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The Priory and its People

Employees of The Priory Church are: 

The Verger
The Director of Music
The Parish Administrator

The latter position is half-time and includes 
full responsibility for managing the Sales Table. 

The two churchwardens have been in post, following an AGM resolution, for eight and seven 
years.

 

There are 212 on the Electoral Roll. 

Average attendance ranges from 8 or 9 at 8.00am 
Sunday Communion to the mid-90s at 10.30am 
Sung Eucharist. 

Once a month, the Liquid Worship (‘Messy Church’) 
service averages 18 children and 26 adults. 

At Choral Evensong, typically quarterly, the 
choir might outnumber the congregation; 
nevertheless all involved see it as important 
that this aspect of the worship tradition 
should continue.

Additionally to the regular 
services, in the last year there 
were 22 weddings, 16 baptisms 
and 15 funerals. Four candidates 
were confirmed.
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Regular worshippers: 

Typical attendees at regular Sunday services, they tend 
to be middle-aged to elderly, with an equal gender 
balance, social classes A, B and C. 

Many have held responsible or senior positions in their 
professional lives; they can be quite assertive if they feel 
it is necessary, but equally, they bring a great deal of 
energy, experience and commitment to the Priory, and 
they form the backbone of the many volunteer groups. 

One issue facing the Priory is that their numbers and 
physical abilities are very gradually diminishing with 
age, and not being replenished to any great extent from 
younger age groups.

Children: 

Very rarely seen at 8.00 or 10.30, but enthusiastic 
participants (with their adults) in the monthly Liquid 
Worship, which is run by a dedicated and long-standing 
team. 
Unfortunately, beyond the early teens they move on and 
tend not to reappear, although their adults may be part 
of the regular congregation.

Couples preparing for marriage: 

At least 20 couples a year choose to marry at the Priory 
for a variety of reasons, and while they are preparing 
are required to attend a number of the regular Sunday 
services. 

They are also co-opted into the ‘Better or Worse’ club, 
which requires them to join in with some form of volunteer 
activity, such a cleaning or making coffee. Following their 
marriage, we subsequently see a minority of them on a 
regular basis, but the majority we do not.

The congregation can be characterised as 
three main groups: 

Thus, a major challenge is to get 
the three groups to become 
more of a continuum, and to start 
to reverse the trend of a very 
gradually diminishing regular 
congregation.
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Music is an important part of the 
services, and church life in general. 

Our Director of Music, Dr Timothy 
Raymond, is a graduate of the Royal 
College of Music, former Head of 
Composition and Contemporary 
Music at the Royal Welsh College of 
Music and Drama, Cardiff, and a very 
talented church organist. 

There is an adult choir of 15 members, 
and a sixth-former Organ Scholar. 

The choir draws on a wide variety of 
music and has been joined by outside 
singers to perform larger works.

 

Volunteer groups sustain the life of the Priory. The largest is the 
Welcome Team, some 40 strong, which provides one or two guides 
to help visitors during the day, from March to October. Other equally 
important groups include cleaners, flower arrangers, the Liquid 
Worship team, the magazine team, the coffee rota etc.

There are opportunities for bible study and religious discussion 
during Lent and Advent using prepared courses, with daytime and 
evening groups led by clergy.

The Priory is ‘a powerful stimulus as a centre of church music worthy 
of a member of the Greater Churches Group.’ 
Ron Fletcher, RSCM Bradford Secretary, May 2012
 

Churchmanship is central C of E, with regular services using the BCP, and more modern 
formats used for special services at certain times of the year. 

BCP is one of the major reasons why people worship at the Priory, rather than at their local parish church. 
Bible readings now use the NRSV translation.
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The Priory and the Community

The Priory sits in a beautiful and splendid location by the banks of 
the River Wharfe, a five-minute walk even from the village centre, in 
apparently lonely isolation from its surroundings. 

However, that isolation is not a reality; the Priory has a high profile, 
and the local and wider community are drawn here for many reasons 
beyond those of religious services and activities.

Throughout the week there are many visitors to these beautiful 
surroundings who come through our doors to look inside this historic 
and remarkable building. 

An electronic counting system on the main door tells us that there are 
at least 160,000 visitors per year. 

The dedicated Welcome Team provides a rota of guides who can 
assist visitors to interpret the building or alternatively allow them to 
find space for quiet and peaceful contemplation. 

We provide guides and organised visits for groups and touring parties.

“... a sense of space... a powerful feeling of peace...outside 
it looks so ancient and imposing yet inside there is a 
calm and peaceful presence here.”
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Many special events and services also bring 
people to the Priory.

The annual St Cuthbert Lecture features a 
topic of wider society, religious or historical 
interest. 

Speakers have included James Bell, previous 
Bishop of Ripon; Professor Richard Morris, 
the archaeologist and historian; Toby 
Howarth, Bishop of Bradford; and Revd 
Canon Alan Billings, South Yorkshire Police 
and Crime Commissioner.

The Priory Concert Series presents four concerts during the summer of each year. 
Past seasons have featured the Leeds Philharmonic Chorus, the York Waits, Steeton Male Voice Choir, and the 
Settle Orchestra among others.

The Celebrity Organ Recital Series has been held 
during the summer, showcasing organists with 
cathedral experience or equivalent. 

These have included Neil Taylor from Sheffield 
Cathedral; George Chittenden of the Sankta 
Maria Kyrka, Helsingborg, Sweden; and Alexander 
Woodrow of Bradford Cathedral.
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The Bolton Priory Mystery Play is performed 
every three or four years during the summer, 
making full use of the Priory's varied surroundings 
to stage a performance in which both performers 
and audience move from scene to scene. 

Thus, John the Baptist performs baptisms in the 
River Wharfe and Pontius Pilate's palace is set in 
an intact corner of the Priory ruins.

The Bolton Priory Live Nativity, a joint activity with the Bolton 
Abbey Estate, is staged annually prior to Christmas. 

As with the Mystery Play, the audience, together with performers, 
animals and baby Jesus, move from scene to scene through 
various parts of the Priory ruins, recounting the Christmas Story.

The Blessing of the Lambs service takes place in early spring, featuring new born lambs, both 
reinforcing our links with the local farming community and attracting many weekend visitors through 
our doors. In 2017 it featured in a ‘Songs of Praise’ programme with Revd Kate Bottley.

Several performing groups, 
ranging from small a capella choirs 
to larger groups with orchestral 
accompaniment, come each year to 
stage free or paid concerts.
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The Priory also engages with 
the community through print 
and electronic media.

The Parish Magazine

The Parish Magazine is a free 36-page monthly publication, 
entirely financed by advertising, with a print run of 500 copies. 
As well as being read by parishioners, it is delivered to every 
household in the parish.

The Priory’s Facebook page, www.
facebook.com/boltonpriory.uk, carries 
news items on a regular basis.

The Priory web site, 
www.boltonpriory.org.uk, is a large site 
with a wide range of content; it averages 
900-1000 visits per day.

There are Wikipedia pages for 
Bolton Priory in English and 
French, with further languages 
planned.
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The Priory congregation reaches out into the community and beyond in several ways. 
Charitable giving in 2017 benefitted Children’s Society (£1,100), Inn Churches Bradford 
(£500), USPG (£1,100), Upper Wharfedale Rescue (£1,100), Skipton Street Angels (£500), 
and Skipton Food Bank (£300). Additionally, a major fundraising effort for Mary’s Meals 
raised £5,165 for that cause. Several of the congregation are active volunteers with Baby 
Basics and Skipton Food Bank.

Everyone who is associated with the Bolton Abbey Estate is invited to an annual service 
at Christmas to celebrate their work and contribution to the local community.

In the summer we hold an annual outdoor Parish Party to which every household is invited, 
although in practice few who are not also in the congregation attend.

The Priory has a historical link with the neighbouring parish of Embsay, the original site of 
the Augustinian foundation that in 1154 relocated to what was then the village of Bolton. 
This link is marked by a Two Parishes Pilgrimage in May, where the joint congregations walk 
the 4 ½ miles between the two churches, followed by tea and ‘Songs of Praise’.

The Rector is customarily asked to be a 
governor of the Boyle and Petyt School, 
and our clergy are often invited to become 
involved in school activities. We hold an 
annual carol service for the school. 

Either the Boyle and Petyt or the Montessori 
school provides the younger members of 
the Live Nativity cast each year.

 ...into the community and beyond
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The Priory hosts an annual concert by the ‘Singing Children of Africa’.

There are many guided school visits to the Priory each year. 

We usually provide a guide, and there are quiz sheets for the children to 
search out varied features of the architecture and decoration.

Once a year we play host to a group 
of children who come from the area 
surrounding Chernobyl in Belarus, and are 
on holiday as respite from the contamination 
that still exists in that area. 

We provide a day of activities in and 
around the Priory, including taking our quiz 
in Russian and negotiating the Wharfe’s 
stepping stones.

several guided school visits during the year
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The Church and its Buildings

History
Bolton Priory’s first stone was laid in 1154, and between 
then and the 1530’s there grew a significant complex 
of buildings befitting a medium-sized Augustinian 
foundation. 

The Dissolution of the Monasteries brought this to an 
abrupt end; it stopped the further construction of the 
new West Tower, resulted in solely the western half 
of the nave being preserved for further worship, and 
allowed the remaining structures to fall into ruin or be 
re-used in newer buildings nearby. 

In the mid-1800’s the 6th Duke of Devonshire began 
a major restoration of the nave interior, with the 
addition of the Pugin Windows in the south wall, a 
redevelopment of the chancel by George Street, and 
a replacement east wall with extensive wall paintings.
 
(Further historical and archaeological detail 
can be found in the Wikipedia page 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bolton_Priory, which also lists 
more substantial reference works, and the website page
www.boltonpriory.org.uk/bolton-priory-today provides 
a full illustrated tour of the building as it is today.)

More recently, in the 1980’s, a substantial fundraising 
effort led by Canon Maurice Slaughter allowed the 
West Tower finally to be roofed over.

Later improvements, during the most recent 
incumbency, have been the building of accessible 
toilets in the office yard, and the installation of a 
sophisticated LED-based and wireless-controlled 
lighting system within the church. 

The replacement of the current inefficient warm 
air heating system by one that delivers warm water 
underfloor and to radiators, and this has now been 
designed and costed, with a fundraising team in place, 
and with fundraising having reached the 50% stage.
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The Present Buildings
These comprise:
 The church and graveyard, which belong to the Priory.

 The ruins, belonging to the Trustees of the Chatsworth Settlement.

 Bolton Hall, also belonging to the Trustees, and used at times as a   
 residence by the Duke of Devonshire, at other times by shooting parties.

 The Rectory buildings, originally a school founded by physicist Robert 
 Boyle, also belonging to the Trustees, and in turn comprising:
  The Priory Office complex, rented from the Trustees
  The Boyle Room, also rented
  The Rectory proper, also rented
  A flat and a separate room, rented to third parties
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The Church and Graveyard
The graveyard is now full, in the sense that no extra plots can be dug, 
only existing ones added to. It is maintained by the Estate at Priory 
expense. 

An area to the east of the medieval nave was used for the interment 
of ashes with memorial stones but is now full; an additional area at 
the far east extremity of the graveyard is now used for that purpose. 
A further area to the north of the graveyard is used for any unmarked 
interment of ashes.

The church itself, the western half of the original medieval nave, 
comprises the West Tower and the main nave, separated by the 
original large wooden doors. A door within the tower gives access to 
the bell turret and roof. Areas partitioned off within the main nave 
comprise the Verger’s vestry and the Choir vestry, the latter also 
being shared with the clergy.

The main issues are: 
o The inefficiency of the heating system, which is being addressed.
o The very tight accommodation for choir, clergy, eucharistic ministers etc. in the Choir vestry 
o A wish to create more convenient space for the Sales Table, and if possible a ‘quiet area’ for those  
 visitors who would clearly prefer some seclusion.

A re-ordering of the space in the later stages of the Heating Project could possibly 
address the latter two issues.

There are no major concerns about the fabric. The most recent (2018) QI stated :

“The church is, overall, in good condition and the PCC and 
churchwardens are to be congratulated on their stewardship of the 
building. The renewal of the lighting installation was a significant, and 
very necessary, undertaking which has transformed the interior. 

The proposed renewal of the heating system will also greatly enhance 
the usability of the building for both parishioners and visitors. It is to 
be regretted that this will not enable the external heating plant to be 
entirely removed, but the obstacles to this were insurmountable. 

In terms of maintenance, the most significant item requiring attention 
within the next 5 years is the overhaul of the timber bell turret. The 
joinery work itself should be straightforward, but doing this safely, 
and economically, will require some thought.”
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The Ruins
Although surrounding the Priory, these are the responsibility of the Estate. 

They do form the backdrop to the Mystery Play and Live Nativity, and Liquid Worship may move out into 
them in warmer weather.

Part of this area, although not containing 
building remains, is the grassed area to the west 
of the West Tower, and used for congregational 
and concert audience parking, sometimes 
shared with guests at Bolton Hall. 

In winter, access to much of this area is restricted 
to protect the grass, which reduces car parking 
considerably. 

Alternative free parking for the congregation is 
available in the main village car park, but the 
five-minute walk can make this less than ideal 
at times.
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The Rectory Buildings
The Priory Office suite contains an open office area, 
a Rector’s office, a Curate’s office, a meeting room, 
and bathroom. 

There are PC’s in each office and a wireless network. 
An internal door leads through to the Rectory. In 
the yard outside are the recently built accessible 
toilets. The Rectory is a lovely large house, built using the 

stones from the monastic buildings.  It was extended 
in the 18th century to form the Free School of the 
Hon. Robert Boyle. In 1875 it merged with the 
Petyt School and the building became the Rectory. 

On two floors plus a cellar, there is a kitchen, dining 
room, family room, and large living room on the 
ground floor and several bedrooms, bathrooms 
and a storage room on the first floor. Rooms on 
one side look across to the ruins and the Priory 
church building whilst others look out over the 
garden and towards the River Wharfe and its open 
valley.  To one side of the Rectory is a large parking 
area opening onto two garages, with an adjacent 
storage area for chairs. 

The parking area is also the general access route 
for the adjacent Boyle Room. On the other side is 
the Rectory garden, facing south and looking down 
the river. It is maintained by the estate but at Priory 
expense, with an area for self-cultivation if wished.

(In 2011 we entered the Rectory for Country Life’s 
‘Finest British Rectory’ competition. Ours was the 
Northern region winner, but sadly did not win at 
the national level. It was, however, the only rectory 
with an actual Rector living in it.)

The Boyle Room is a small single-room building 
at the far end of the complex, with two outside 
toilets. It is used for after-service coffee, meetings 
and other activities. At one end is a kitchen area 
with basic facilities. A door from the Boyle Room 
opens onto the Rectory garden. 
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A full copy of the accounts is available separately.

As a general comment, the Priory’s finances are not abundant, but are in a sufficiently healthy balance. 

In addition to weekly and Planned Giving, we have other sources of income resulting from volunteer activity 
and commercial operations, ranging from £16,000 a year from the Sales Table to £300 a year from cashing in 
foreign coins. 

Income is currently in slight decline, but costs are well-controlled. We have healthy although not excessive 
reserves. 

We paid our full Share of £120,232 in 2017 and will be paying the full 2019 share of £114,220.

We meet all clergy expenses in full.

We should have a Stewardship Campaign in 2018 in order to reverse a slight cyclical decline in weekly and 
Planned Giving.

The Heating Project is being financed separately. The budgeted cost is £557, 516. We have already received or 
secured commitments of approximately 50% of this, and have set up fundraising team to raise the rest.

Finances
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