
We are St Barnabas Church

Welcome to the parish of Adeyfield
in the Hemel Hempstead Team
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“St Barnabas is an extension of our family. 
It is a community that has welcomed and 

embraced us.” - Taf

“As soon as I walked through the door I 
felt welcome. It preaches the gospel of 
Christ, and has such talented people!” -

Ken

An Introduction

St Barnabas is a lively, friendly church with a very diverse congregation. Christians of all ages and 
backgrounds come together to worship Jesus, enjoy fellowship,  serve the Lord and share the gospel in 

our community. 
Our church is at the corner of the main square, at the heart of the Adeyfield neighbourhood.

We have a core of committed families and individuals who love Jesus and want to see the church grow, 
to strengthen our links with the wider community, and to continue to deepen our own faiths.

We invite you to read on to see if God is calling you to join us on our journey.

www.stb-hemel.info facebook.com/StBarnabasHemel
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The Current Outlook
St Barnabas is a very warm and welcoming church in a largely residential area, with the church building at one 
corner of the Queen’s Square – the hub of the neighbourhood. We have an electoral roll of 66, a strong lay 
leadership team, and surprising diversity in our congregation in age, ethnicity, ability and theological outlook. 
St Barnabas started out 70 years ago in the anglo-catholic tradition. It went down a charismatic route for a 
number of years before adopting a more evangelical approach. Today’s congregation is comprised of people 
who have joined at every stage of the journey, and as such holds a rich and varied range of Christian 
experiences and viewpoints. The church is regularly attended by young children, folk in their 80s & 90s, all 
types of professionals, neighbours from the supported living scheme for people with learning disabilities – and 
all sorts in between. The church has strong links with the community, and is very much outward-looking. 
Adeyfield is one of 4 parishes in the Hemel Hempstead Team, with a Team Rector and two other Vicars in the 
benefice. Hemel Hempstead is a town of around 85,000 people, and St Barnabas is a little over a mile from 
the town centre.
Like any church, the Covid-19 pandemic has presented us with many challenges. We are slightly diminished in 
number, and haven’t managed to restart everything we did before, but we share a desire to keep Jesus at the 
centre of all we do, and to build from where we are. We are looking forward to meeting whoever God intends 
to bring into the leadership of our church family.

“St Barnabas is a little bit of peace and harmony 
in my otherwise hectic and stressful life, a place 
where my family and I can come and worship, 
while the kids enjoy JAM club. A community 
church that reflects our wider community.” -

Stuart
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Opportunities going forward

• To see growth in our church, particularly families and younger people.
• Strengthening relationships with the other churches in the benefice, increasing mutual 

support and sharing expertise.
• To continue to reach out to the wider community, helping to meet needs and showing Christ’s 

love through our example.
• Improving our care and attention for the extremely varied needs within our own church 

community.
• To review how we engage and involve the youth we have, as well as making the church more 

attractive to others.
• To continue the development and encouragement of lay leaders in our church.
• Improvement of the prayer life of our church.
• Continued deepening of our own faith through bible-based teaching.
• Developing financial resilience.
• Increasing social opportunities – within the church, and as outreach. 

“We have worshipped at St B’s for many years, seeing it grow, shrink and grow again. 
Seeing the different needs of the community and how we can meet the growing challenge 
as time goes by. To see our church family grow and be at the centre of our community has 

always been our desire – open doors and open hearts to find the love of Christ in all our 
lives.” – Linda & Gary 
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Who are we looking for?

The right person for St Barnabas will be:
• A strong communicator, enthusiastic and effective in teaching the good news to a congregation of 

varied age, belief and experience, and interested in offering other opportunities for learning and 
deepening of faith.

• Encouraging and enabling church members to explore and develop skills, talents and calling within 
the church.

• Outward-looking;  able to forge relationships in the wider community, making St Barnabas more 
visible, taking God beyond our walls.

• Keen and capable of reaching out to our youth, encouraging and involving them.
• Able to generate new ideas for worship and mission, and inspire confidence to explore them.
• Ensuring pastoral care of all of our church community, particularly those more vulnerable 

members.
• Able to work with a broad range of people and groups, listening effectively and sharing expertise 

where possible.
• Sound administrative capability and good financial governance would be a benefit.

Full-Time Vicar for St Barnabas Church, Adeyfield in the Hemel Hempstead Team Benefice
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Hemel Hempstead Team Benefice

St Paul’s Church, Highfield

St Mary’s Church, Old Town

St Alban’s Church, Warners End

The Church of 
The Resurrection, 

Grovehill

There are three other parishes in the Hemel Hempstead team – St Mary’s Old Town with St 
Paul’s Highfield, The Church of The Resurrection serving Grovehill & Woodhall Farm and St 
Alban’s serving Warners End & Gadebridge. The Team Rector has responsibility for St Mary’s 
and St Paul’s, and there is a vicar at each of the other two. Each church is different and unique 
in building, character and congregation – and each has its own challenges. As pressures on all 
of us increase, we look forward with a desire to meet those challenges in a relationship of 
mutual support and cooperation across our churches. We believe each of our parishes will be 
served better by a sharing of gifts and expertise where possible. We warmly invite you to 
consider whether God may be calling you to join our team at St Barnabas.

The Hemel Hempstead Deanery has only two other benefices, so everyone knows each other 
at Chapter meetings, and Readers are also included, as well as retired clergy.
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Our Services

Sunday 9.00am Holy Communion

The 9 o’clock is traditional in tone and style; clergy robe, process in and celebrate
communion at the altar table. Music is usually provided by keyboard only, 
sometimes with singers. Attendance is around 15-20.

10.30am 1st Sunday of the month – All Age Worship Service
2nd & 4th Sundays – Informal Communion Service
3rd & 5th Sundays – Informal Worship

The 10.30 is more informal; clergy don’t robe and communion is celebrated on a
small table closer to the congregation. There is a separate children’s group 
running in the hall 2nd-5th Sundays. Music for the service is led by either guitars &
singers or DVDs (Worship Backing Band). Attendance is generally around 30-40.

Wednesday 9.30am Midweek Communion/Morning Prayer

Informal service centred around an open discussion of a passage of scripture. 
The service includes communion unless no Minister is available. Attendance is 
generally 5-10.

Sunday services are followed by refreshments in the hall. Wednesday’s service is usually followed by 
refreshments at or from the Youth Booth community project in Queen’s Square.
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The Team at St Barnabas

St Barnabas benefits from the support of an experienced Reader and a 
retired Associate Minister. We also have a vibrant Lay Leadership team of 4
others involved regularly in service leadership. A very committed Server 
assists at the 9 o’clock service.
We currently have one very experienced Church Warden, the other post is 
vacant.
St Barnabas employs an efficient part-time Administrator for three 
mornings per week who also line-manages our Cleaner. The church office is 
shared by the Administrator and the Manager of St Barnabas Preschool.
The PCC is a committed and supportive group, its composition tends to be 
biased towards members of the “10.30” congregation principally due to 
the age profile of the 9 o’clock attendees.
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Music in Worship
“Singing is a really 
joyful thing to be 

involved in. Music is 
so much richer when 
we all participate.” -

Ysy

We look forward to working with our new vicar, building and expanding a strong 
foundation of music in our services.

We work closely with the service leader and the person who will preach. We select the music to complement the theme 
and the readings, bringing joy and emotion to the worship. We care deeply about maintaining music in our services, but 
are relaxed about trying new things. We also use Worship Backing Band lyric DVDs, with a singer to lead, to ensure  our 

few musicians have weeks “off duty”.

Worship and music have always played a central part of ‘who we are’ at St. 
Barnabas. We have a combination of musical “styles” at St Barnabas. Our 9 o’clock 
service has fairly traditional, well-known hymns  accompanied by a keyboard. The 
10.30 service has more contemporary worship songs, with a small team including 
guitar, bass guitar and a group of singers. We’re always looking for new talent to 
join us!
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Youth

“All-age 
worship is 
more like 

middle-age 
worship!” 

We have a Toddler 
group run by church 

volunteers every 
Thursday morning 

during term time. It’s 
popular, friendly and 

has a good reputation 
locally. 

During our main Sunday service, we usually have a short talk aimed at the younger members 
of the congregation before they go out to their group – JAM (Jesus And Me). JAM tries to 
cater for a wide age range and highly variable numbers – there are not generally enough to 
enable us to divide into more focussed age groups. Our All-Age service on the first Sunday of 
each month is also variable in terms of the numbers of families who attend, and how well it 
caters for the younger members of the congregation. The consensus from parents and 
youngsters is that we need a full review of our youth provision.

“Fun stuff 
with 

Christian 
stuff 

involved, 
including 

food.”

JAM club have expressed a wish for our new vicar “to help us engage creatively 
with the team/town churches to give Christian youth an opportunity to meet 
for fellowship, teaching and fun, to support each other and grow in faith.”

“You need to be able to 
connect to children in 

sermons.”
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Study & Social Groups

The Chatty Crafters reformed in November, meeting one Saturday each 
month and offering an opportunity to chat and socialise, as well as trying out 
a new activity. 

We have two regular housegroups that share bible study and fellowship, one established for many years, the 
other formed as an online group during the pandemic. In Lent each year we do some form of weekly study as 
a church, learning together and deepening our faith. In 2022 we used  the Bible Society’s Bible Course, which 
40 of our number in 4 different groups took part in, and it was of great value. 

Men’s Curry Night has run for many years now, usually held around 4 times a year. It is an opportunity for St B Men to 
socialise, not just with one another, but also with invited friends whilst enjoying a curry and drink. Numbers attending 
it varies, but we often have a total between 15 and 20 including friends.

“Curry nights have been 
a great outreach to men 
who don’t come to St B 
and allows them to see 
that we’re just a normal 
group of  guys who live 

our lives following 
Jesus.”
- John
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Outreach

Our foundation stone, laid by 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
in 1952, became a focal point 
for floral tributes following her 
death. We held a brief service 
there to mark the national 
minute’s silence the evening 
before her funeral.

We like to take worship outside. We have an annual outdoor service 
(weather permitting) on the grass in front of the church, and have 
had various themes (pet service, sport themed, clowns) all ending 
with a bouncy castle and community barbecue. We also go out carol 
singing in The Queen’s Square outside the shops on the Saturday 
before Christmas. Last year many of the shopkeepers recorded 
themselves singing carols for our Facebook page!

St Barnabas is very much a part of the wider community. Visitors beyond our 
regular congregation tend to come to our Easter and Christmas day services, our 
carol service, Christingle and crib service. We also have an annual Bereavement 
service on the first Sunday in November, inviting families of those whose 
funerals we have been connected with in the last two years to come for a time of 
remembrance and reflection. Our small Bereavement Team contact families a 
month or so following a funeral to make an offer of further support or prayer.

“Singing carols in the 
square is one of the 

most important 
things I do. We go out 

into the Christmas 
bustle and remind 

people of the reason 
for it all.” - Linda
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Outreach

There are two care homes for 
older people in the parish –
Cherry Tree Manor and Lime Tree 
Manor. We have had links with 
these in the past – taking in 
communion, carol singing, and 
groups coming to church for 
coffee.

Within the parish are 4 schools – Hobletts Manor Infants & Junior Schools, Broadfield Academy (primary) and 
Adeyfield Academy (secondary). St Barnabas has links with the primary schools doing assemblies and occasional 
services, and an “Open the Book” team perform bible stories each term at Hobletts Manor Infants. We have also had 
links providing pastoral support to students at Adeyfield Academy, although the school leadership has since changed.

St Barnabas Preschool runs in our hall complex Monday to Friday. It began as a 
Toddler group that expanded, and is now a separate charity to the church. As well as 
regular rental income, the Preschool have invested in improvements to the building. 
The Preschool Manager is based in the church office.

St Barnabas Court is a group of 
supported living flats for adults 
with learning disabilities that 
adjoins our hall complex. We have 
a friendly relationship with them 
and some of the residents are 
part of our regular congregation.

Weddings are unusual at St Barnabas 
(couples tend to prefer the appearance 
of St Mary’s) but we have some funerals 
and baptisms in the church (3 funerals & 
6 baptisms in 2022). We also hire out 
the buildings to the blood service, dance 
groups, majorettes and private parties.  
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Community Action

Churches Together Hemel Hempstead holds 
open meetings and organizes the annual 
Good Friday service in the town centre.

There are many other organisations in the area that do 
valuable community work in Hemel Hempstead that St 
Barnabas strives to support, be it through prayer, donations, 
financial support, or members of our congregation 
volunteering their own time and talents to help.

Pray Hemel is an interdenominational group, 
who meet for a light breakfast at 8.15 and 
then pray together for the town from 8.30 to 
9.30 on the first Saturday of each month. 
About 3 or 4 from our Church usually attend.

Cornergate is a small Christian organisation 
that helps ex- offenders adjust to life after 
prison. One of our number volunteers with 
them and we support them as a church.

Liberty Tearooms is a 
volunteer-run enterprise in 
the town centre where 
Christians Against Poverty are 
based. We support CAP 
events and contribute to 
“bags of hope” for clients. We 
have several volunteers at 
LTR and CAP.

“Ultimately my faith and 
prayer are nothing without 

action…I know I gain as much 
from encounters with those 

who are struggling with their 
finances as they hopefully do 

with the charity’s help.” –
Helen (CAP Befriender & 

Money Coach)

Dacorum Street Pastors help to keep people 
safe in the town centre on Friday nights. We 
have one regular street pastor & other prayer 
supporters in our church.

DENS (Dacorum Emergency 
Night Shelter) provides aid to 
the homeless locally and runs 
the Food Bank. We collect and 
encourage donations 
throughout the year, as well 
as our harvest offering. 
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Community Action

Our Church Mission Society partners of a number of years 
returned to the UK in the Summer of 2022, so we are 
considering the way forward.

For a number of years, St Barnabas has actively 
supported the collection of Christmas gift shoeboxes 
for Link to Hope. These give a bit of Christmas joy to 
Families and Elderly people in Romania, Moldova, 
Ukraine and Bulgaria who live in very poor 
conditions.
As well as donating boxes of gifts, St Barnabas also 
acts as an area collection point for Hertfordshire.

The PCC gives away 10% of unrestricted 
income to support mission and social 

action locally and overseas.

“It is our way of reaching 
out and showing the love 
of Jesus for all, wherever 
they are.” – John (Link to 

Hope Coordinator)
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We have joined forces with Adeyfield
Free Church in running a summer 
holiday club with a strong Christian 
ethos in recent years, which has been 
popular and received great feedback.



Our Buildings – the Church

The church was built as part of the Hemel Hempstead 
New Town development. Queen Elizabeth laid the 
foundation stone in 1952 and the building was 
dedicated in July 1953.

PICTURE OF FOUNDATION 
STONE

The main church seats ~140 including the balcony. During the 
week the chairs are moved to create an open space which is used 
by church groups and outside organisations including a local 
majorette group and the blood transfusion service. There is also 
an office, a parish room, a vestry, a prayer room, toilets and a 
small kitchen which allow the church and hall to be used by 
different groups.
A major refurbishment of the church was undertaken in 2005 and 
most recently new toilets and a vestry were added in 2018.

PICTURE OF INSIDE from Balcony?
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Garden picture

Our Buildings – the Hall

The 2 storey hall was built in 1991 in partnership with 
Hightown Housing Association which manages the 8
adjoining flats. 
On weekdays it is used by St Barnabas Preschool during 
the day and other groups in the evenings and at 
weekends.

Hall Picture

The garden is accessed from the ambulatory that 
connects the church and the hall. New paving 
was laid over in the summer of 2022 and the 
replanting took place in the autumn.
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Our Buildings – the 
Vicarage

The Vicarage is a detached house located behind the 
church. On entering there is a study and a 
downstairs toilet. A hallway leads to the  lounge, 
kitchen, and dining room. Upstairs there are four 
bedrooms and a family bathroom. 

The Vicarage has a large private 
rear garden and a front garden 
with parking space.
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Our Finances

St Barnabas aims to carefully use the resources God has entrusted to the PCC focusing on reflecting Jesus in our 
community. Our church members provide c.50% of total income, the Pre-school and other lettings provide around 1/3

with the balance arising from one-off donations and fees from weddings and funerals. Major building work and repairs 
are financed through specific appeals to the congregation and investment from the Pre-school, this has enabled us to 
provide good quality spaces for various groups who hire parts of the building. Our reserves have somewhat reduced in 
recent years, however they remain above the minimum required to discharge any statutory duties to paid employees 
and the vast majority are in the form of cash. 

Pledge/Plate £41,681

Preschool £20,100

Lettings £10,432

One-off donations £  9,159

Other £  5,647

Total £87,019
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Our Finances

Our parish share has been fully paid for over twenty years and we strive to cover our costs and give 10% of 
donated income to support mission and charities in the UK and overseas. Income in 2021 was £87,019 

with expenditure at £84,852.  We do not foresee any major capital expenses in the near future although 
the building repairs and maintenance costs are likely to remain significant due to the age of the building –
there are a number of necessary repairs ongoing this year. The Treasurer is supported by our Administrator 
and a volunteer Recorder of Giving for Gift Aid reclamation.

Quota £50,561

Giving £  5,326

Building Running Costs £20,697

Administrative Costs £  5,844

Other £  2,424

Total £84,852
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Adeyfield & Hemel Hempstead

The Queens Square provides the local parade of shops with 
parking; it includes a Co-op, a range of independent shops, 
a Post Office, launderette, hairdresser, community centre 
and The Jubilee pub. The local doctors’ surgery is next door 
to the vicarage on Everest Way. Behind the church is Reith 
Fields, a green space popular with dog walkers, which also 
includes tennis courts and a children’s play area. There are 
several green spaces and playgrounds around Hemel 
Hempstead, the largest being lovely Gadebridge Park at 80

acres. There are two primary schools and a secondary 
school in Adeyfield, and lots of preschool provision in the 
area.
The Maylands Business park is a substantial area of 
commerce and industry, increasingly interspersed with 
flats, also within our parish.
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Adeyfield & Hemel Hempstead
Within a mile is Jarman Square, a leisure park including Cineworld cinema, ice rink, restaurants, XC extreme 
sports centre, a soft-play centre and Tesco Extra. The public sports centre in Hemel Hempstead is run by 
Everyone Active, and includes indoor and outdoor swimming pools, gym and other sports facilities. There is 
also the Snow Centre, a fantastic indoor skiing and snowboarding centre.

In common with small towns everywhere, Hemel Hempstead town centre has seen many of its shops left empty 
in recent years. However, the Marlowes pedestrianised shopping area has been subject to a major revamp, with 
new play areas and a town square with fountain, performance stage and a large LED screen. There are also a 
range of eateries in the centre, many with outdoor seating, giving a café culture feel.
In contrast the Old Town High Street offers antique shops, unique craft and gift shops, restaurants and pubs. 
The Old Town Hall is a live entertainment venue.
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Location

The town has good rail links, Hemel Hempstead being on a direct line south 
to London Euston in around half an hour and north to Milton Keynes and 
Birmingham. It’s a popular home for commuters going into the city, as well 
as placing all the attractions of the capital within easy reach. A local bus 
network operates across the town. 

Hemel Hempstead is 
one of the planned 
“new town” 
developments of the 
1950s, and situated in 
rural Hertfordshire, just 
24 miles north-west of 
London. Junction 7/8 of 
the M1 is just a mile 
from the church, and 
the A41 is also easily 
accessible. 

The towns of Berkhamsted, Kings Langley and St Albans are all within 8
miles of Hemel Hempstead. We’re also within 5 miles of Warner Bros 
Studio, and 8 miles from Whipsnade Zoo. Access to the beautiful 
Hertfordshire countryside and Chiltern Hills around us will be great for 
anyone who likes to escape for fresh air and to enjoy nature.
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How to Apply
Thank you for reading about St Barnabas. 

For an informal conversation about this post, please feel free to contact

Revd Canon John Williams (Team Rector)
Telephone: 01442 265272  

Email: teamrector@hotmail.com

For an application pack please contact

Mrs Shirley Lee (PA to the Archdeacon of St Albans)
Telephone: 01727 818126 (9am-1pm Mon-Fri)
Email: archdstapa@stalbans.anglican.org
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