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Dear Applicant 
 
Team Vicar – St John the Divine, Richmond Team Ministry 
 
Thank you very much for your interest in the post of Team Vicar of St John the 
Divine, in the Richmond Team Ministry.  I am delighted to be able to add this letter 
and more information to go alongside the profile prepared by the PCC and the Team 
Rector.  Please be assured of my prayers as you consider making an application.   
   
The Diocese of Southwark is a good place to be.  The communities it serves are 
diverse and together make up a large population that is changing and growing.  This 
brings challenges and many opportunities as we work together to pray, serve, and 
witness.  The Kingston Episcopal Area, and within it the Archdeaconry of 
Wandsworth, is a supportive, committed and relatively well-resourced part of the 
diocese.  There is a really good group of clergy and churches within the Deanery of 
Richmond and Barnes.  It represents a range of church traditions and works well and 
supportively together. 
   
The Diocese, under the leadership of Bishop Christopher, has been developing new 
strategies to enable congregations and communities to thrive.  I attach with this 
pack a document, Hearts on Fire: A Vision for Mission.  This will give you a flavour 
of the commitment to mission that is broad based and effective.  At the end of the 
document five goals are summarised; these express our commitment to growth, 
diversity, and to increasing vocations.   
 
The Revd Neil Summers retired from St John’s in October last year.  He has been in 
the Richmond Team for over 20 years and Team Vicar of St John’s for the last 8.  He 
was well loved and leaves very good foundations for the next chapter in the life of 
St John’s.  It is a happy and diverse congregation which is committed to its life of 
worship and welcome, to its inclusiveness and to engagement in the community.  
There are great opportunities to work with the congregation in developing its life, 
deepening its faith and growing its confidence in mission.  
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This would be a very interesting and rewarding post for someone who would 
embrace the tradition and the ethos of St John’s and have the ability to lead it into 
a new chapter.  The Richmond Team is a very good team and would provide 
excellent support for a new Team Vicar, especially from the Team Rector, The Revd 
Canon Wilma Roest. 
 
Thank you so much for considering this post.   
 
This comes with my thanks, my best wishes, and my continuing prayers.  
 

 
  
THE VENERABLE JOHN KIDDLE 
ARCHDEACON OF WANDSWORTH 


