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1 Welcome to the Coastal Group 

 Thank you for your interest to know more about us. We are a group of 8 
parishes with 10 churches in this beautiful coastal and rural part of Norfolk. 
We cherish everything we have in common and look to enhance existing 
connections with our communities and further 
develop our worship and outreach.  

 We are proud of the tradition of close and friendly 
collaboration between our parishes, and very much 
support the Diocesan vision - Transformed by 
Christ: Prayerfully, Pastorally and Prophetically. The 
parishes have varying styles of worship which are 
mutually supported within the benefice as a 
strength. 

 Our Benefice exists to spread the word of God, making the Church and God’s 
mission accessible to all who live in our communities; to feed and nurture their 
faith, to provide them with comfort and succour when they need and request 
it, to express in worship our own love of God and by doing so to reveal His 
love for our neighbours and for all people. 

2 Who we are looking for 

 We are looking for a new rector to provide us with the help and leadership that 
will allow our Group to thrive.  

 We are looking for someone who:  

 can take us forward in our Christian faith, gospel message and fulfil our 
potential within our communities; 

 has an understanding of rural ministry, the 
joys that this can bring and the sense of 
community that can be established 
through parish life 

 can meet the challenges and demands of 
running a multi-church rural benefice 

 fully understands collaborative ministry; 
can nurture a lay team and foster 
individual journeys of faith and 
discipleship within the laity  

 has the flexibility to embrace the diverse 
forms of worship within the group 
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3 What we are offering 

 This is an exciting opportunity to lead our committed and united group of 
parishes, using a variety of styles of worship. We are proud to offer you: 

 a commitment to the clergy’s care and wellbeing; 
respecting and understanding that clergy need time 
with their families and time to themselves, and 
supporting the clergy by sharing tasks which can 
be done by others 

 parishes which are proud of their individuality, but 
sharing an environment of harmonious relations 
and collaborative working 

 outreach - the monthly news sheet goes out to 
everyone in the parishes and on the website. It 
is delivered by volunteers. Welcoming a parish 
priest who will offer comfort and support to all, is 
our intent. 

 a track record of meeting our Diocesan share a committed ministry and lay 
team 

 full safeguarding coverage of the parishes by our two Parish Safeguarding 
Officers 

 free access by the incumbent to retreat days, with access to the facilities, at 
Kings College Cambridge 

 a united service in one of the churches on the fifth Sunday in the month 

 a monthly online service which reaches out to those not able to attend 
physically, such as parishioners with a disability or who live outside the area, 
as well as ‘silver surfers’ within the church community 

 a Wednesday service of morning Celtic prayer which rotates between every 
church in the Benefice, attended by a cross section of parishioners 

 a large and comfortable rectory set in a secluded position within the attractive 
village of Happisburgh, with magnificent views of the sea (just step out of the 
front door for a contemplative walk) 

 Our Group was enlarged by the addition of Hickling in 2021, and the Diocese 
has indicated that no further structural changes are planned for the 
foreseeable future. 
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Our ministry and lay team 

 

Licensed Lay Ministers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In addition to our Licensed Lay Ministers, we have one experienced 
Authorised Worship Assistant, and two more AWAs awaiting authorisation in 
the near future. 

 Challenges and opportunities 
 Like every other benefice we have our challenges and opportunities. Raising 

the money to pay parish shares is never easy, but we are proud of the fact 
that we have managed to do this year after year across the Coastal Group as 
a whole.  

 

 

 

 

John Prince 

 

Pam Millstead Ian Watton 
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Allocation of Parish Share, 2023 

Parish Parish 
Share 

Bacton  £13,000 

Happisburgh  £17,897 

Hempstead with 
Eccles & Lessingham 

£ 6,942 

Hickling  £ 5,000 

Ridlington  £ 4,000 

Sea Palling with 
Waxham 

£ 8,232 

Walcott £11,522 

Witton £ 4,533 

Total £71,126 

 

 The fundraising events we put on bring people together – both within the 
church community and parishioners generally, and add greatly to the social 
life of our villages. However attendances, while increasing, are still down 
compared with pre-covid times. 

 

Another challenge is the geographical 
distances across the benefice and to hospitals 
and crematoria in Norwich, Great Yarmouth 
and Cromer, which entails a certain amount of 
travelling. It will therefore be essential for the 
incumbent to have access to transport. 

 

 

We are blessed with faithful congregations 
throughout our churches; they are small and 
relatively stable in numbers, but there is a 
willingness, and clear potential, to engage with 
the wider community of all ages. 

 

Electoral roll and Service attendance 2021 

Parish Electoral 
roll number 

Worshipping 
community 

Bacton  13 16 

Happisburgh 20 26 

Hempstead with Eccles 
and Lessingham 

28 11 

Hickling 26 16 

Ridlington  11 15 

Sea Palling with 
Waxham 

18 18 

Walcott 14 10 

Witton 13 15 

Totals 143 124 



The Coastal Group – Benefice Profile 

5 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Sadly, we have more funerals than weddings at present. 

 
Number of Weddings/Baptisms/Funerals in 2021 

 

PCC Weddings Funerals Ashes 
interment 

Bacton 0 3 1 

Happisburgh 3 8 3 

Hempstead with 
Eccles and 
Lessingham 

0 3 1 

Hickling 2 6 3 

Ridlington 0 1 0 

Sea Palling with 
Waxham 

3 4 0 

Walcott 0 5 0 

Witton 1 1 0 

Totals 9 31 8 

 

  
 Our Deanery 
 Clergy posts within our Deanery of St Benet at Waxham with Tunstead are all 

filled. The Deanery provides a sanctum of mutual support. Each of our 
parishes has a Deanery Synod representative, and the meetings incorporate 
evening prayer. 
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4 A pen picture of our area 
 
 Our Benefice, bordering the East coast of Norfolk, is a land of wide skies, 

sweeping golden beaches, pretty unspoilt villages, and beautiful rural 
landscapes. It abounds with wildlife. 

 
 There are 11 villages, 6 of which are directly on the coast – from Bacton to the 

North down to Sea Palling and 
Waxham to the South, and the Norfolk 
Coast Path runs through each of them. 
The five remaining villages are a short 
distance inland, including the village of 
Hickling which is adjacent to Hickling 
Broad, within the Broads National 
Park. There are 10 medieval churches, 
9 of which are used regularly for 
Sunday worship.  

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.coastalgroup.org.uk/
https://www.norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk/home
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/out-and-about-in-norfolk/norfolk-trails/short-and-circular-walks/norfolk-coast-path
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/out-and-about-in-norfolk/norfolk-trails/short-and-circular-walks/norfolk-coast-path
https://www.visitthebroads.co.uk/
https://www.visitthebroads.co.uk/
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 In terms of the economy, the main occupations in the area are farming, 

tourism and other service industries. Housing is a mix of owner-occupied, 
private and public rented and second homes. The numbers of second homes 
are increasing in some parts of the Benefice, but not such as to threaten the 
existence of the village communities. Some former holiday home estates 
(such as at Eccles) have now become largely permanently occupied. There 
are pockets of rural deprivation – for example in Ridlington.  

 
 Within the Benefice there are two primary schools – Bacton Primary 

(Community) and pre-school, Happisburgh CofE (VA) and early years school, 
Hickling CofE (VC) Infant school, and All Saints school, Lessingham, which is 
an independent school catering for the 7-16 age range. There are particularly 
good links between the Benefice and the two CofE schools. There is also a 
range of local shops and post offices, and a mobile library service which visits 
all the villages. 

 
 Stalham is approximately 5 miles away and 

has schools, a large supermarket, doctors’ 
surgery, dental practice, veterinary practice 
and Post Office. 
North Walsham is approximately 7 miles 
and is a small market town with secondary 
and post 16 schools; supermarkets, 
doctors’ surgeries, and veterinary practices. 
Its railway station provides a regular 
service linking the coastal resorts of 
Cromer and Sheringham and intervening 
stations, within part of the Broads National 
Park, with the City of Norwich, approximately 20 miles away. 
 
Norwich is a fine combination of the modern and historic.  Its centre is easy to 
walk around and has a river at its heart. As well as being the most complete 
medieval city in the UK with its Norman Cathedral and Castle, it has a 
flourishing arts, music and cultural scene, excellent independent as well as 
High Street shopping, quaint covered market, a good range of restaurants, an 
international airport and mainline railway station (linking London – under two 
hours, Cambridge – approximately one hour). It is also home to the University 
of East Anglia and Norwich University of the Arts. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.visitnorfolk.co.uk/destination/stalham
https://www.visitnorthnorfolk.com/explore/visit/north-walsham
https://www.visitnorwich.co.uk/
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5 The Rectory 
 

 
The Rectory is situated in Happisburgh; 
erected in 1978, it is a modern purpose-
built building in a secluded position, yet at 
the heart of the village. It has a wonderful 
coastal view, with 4 bedrooms, 2 
reception rooms, and a study/office.   
 
 
 
 

The ample kitchen has a utility 
room and there is a large garage, 
whilst a forecourt allows additional 
parking. There is full oil-fired 
central heating. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The garden is located at the back and is easily maintained, and the Rectory is 
located a short walk from the Church. 
 
  

The village is located in a 
predominately agricultural landscape, 
growing traditional Norfolk crops such 
as wheat, barley, sugar beet and 
potatoes. With a wonderful coastline, 
there are splendid opportunities for 
walking and cycling to provide 
contemplative respite. The village has 
a CofE school, a grocery shop, wet 
fish shop and pub. 
  
Happisburgh beach hit the headlines 

in 2013 when, at low tide, a layer of sediment was exposed and revealed a set 
of footprints.   At the time, two academics were researching the area and 
proclaimed that these footprints were the oldest known footprints in the world 
outside Africa. 
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6 Safeguarding 

 Safeguarding is of vital importance, and the Coastal Group PCCs and ministry 
team are committed to ensuring the safety and wellbeing of children, young 
people and vulnerable adults. We have adopted the CofE Safeguarding 
policy, and this is displayed in all our churches and other premises. 

  

 We have two fully-trained Parish 
Safety Officers who between 
them, cover all the parishes, and 
all churchwardens have 
completed face to face 
Leadership module training. The 
latest CofE Safeguarding courses 
are being rolled out among PCC 
members, including, where 
appropriate, the Safer 
Recruitment Policy. 
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7 Our parishes – their activities, goals and aspirations 

 St Andrew’s, Bacton 

Bacton has a population of about 1,200. Many properties are second homes 
or holiday lets. 

The village retains its quiet atmosphere even in Summer months when the 
population increases dramatically with visitors to the caravan and chalet sites. 
The easily accessible sandy beach, pub, chip shop, Chinese restaurant and 

cafes make it an attractive destination for 
many.  A village primary school, large 
playing field, two garages and a much-used 
village hall complete Bacton’s 
facilities.  The Bacton Gas Terminal site is 
at the northern end of the village - 
supplying gas to The National Grid. 

St. Andrew’s Church, standing about half a 
mile from the village centre, has a small loyal congregation and some holiday 
makers are considered regulars. 

This C12th - C14th church is in reasonable repair. It has a peal of bells which 
are rung and rare medieval wall paintings of The Creed and 
Commandments.  It is on The Paston Way - a popular 22 mile footpath 
between Cromer and North Walsham which takes in the ruined Bromholm 
Priory, also known as a Bacton Abbey. Parts of the church are thought to 
have come from Bromholm.  St. Andrew’s 
tower has mobile phone masts, providing 
income which ensures payment of the 
Parish Share. The church is opened daily in 
daylight hours. 

 

Thanks to the Church Wardens a service is 
held every Sunday, and services are 
sometimes shared with Walcott.  
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St Mary’s, Happisburgh 

Happisburgh has a population of around 800 with a good proportion of retired 
people. Numbers lessen due to coastal erosion. Properties sell as second 
homes, or self-catering businesses, few owned by locals. Our popular red and 
white striped Lighthouse is open to the public on occasions during the year. 

We have a recreation ground for cricket, football and bowls clubs, with a 
modern village hall. There is a small shop in the street and The Manor 
Caravan Park has a small shop open in the summer. We have good links with 
our Primary School, including assemblies, Easter, Harvest and Christmas 
services and a Leavers' Service.  

St. Mary's is a large 15th century church on 
a hill, with a 110 foot tower. Thanks to the 
Thomas Marshall Memorial, this is regularly 
open to the public in the Summer for those 
wishing to climb to the top for wonderful all-
round views. Entrance fees support the 
Tower Fabric Fund.  The tower houses a 
peal of eight bells - rung weekly and a 1557 
Sanctus bell. It also hosts WiSpire, a 

communications system supplying broadband.  At ground level are modern 
easy access toilet facilities and a servery for refreshments after services. The 
excellent organ - recently restored - enables four recitals to be held each 
Summer, with the proceeds for its maintenance. The church is open every 
day. 

Upkeep of the large graveyard is supported by a trust.  

The Slater Memorial Church Rooms in The Street, have photo-voltaic panels, 
and the income supports the maintenance fund.  Coffee mornings, a weekly 
Art Group and lettings help meet running expenses. 

Services begin at 10.30 on Sundays, with a first Sunday Family Service and a 
third Sunday Holy Communion. In early March, we hold a special service in 
our graveyard for the drowned sailors 
of HMS Invincible, wrecked on its way to 
Nelson's Battle of Copenhagen in 1801. 
The Happisburgh RNLI launches from 
Cart Gap.  

At Christmas we have Carols at the Pub, 
and Midnight Mass.  At Easter, we have a 
Sunrise Service on the clifftop, attended 
by around 40 people, including dog 
walkers.  
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 St Andrew’s Hempstead with Eccles, and All Saints’ Lessingham 

The total population of this parish is almost 600, a large proportion of whom 
are retired.  Hempstead is the largest in area but the least populated. 
Neighbouring Eccles - united with Hempstead in 1622 after becoming almo st 
entirely engulfed by the sea - although small in area, contains the largest 

population as an estate of seaside 
bungalows has become almost entirely 
residential. Alongside is a static 
holiday caravan park bringing Summer 
visitors.  Lessingham has a Methodist 
Chapel, a public house, a small 
independent school and a village hall 
which is the centre of village activities. 
This is where many of our fund raising 
events are held. They include well 

attended quizzes, coffee mornings and cake stalls drawing people from 
across the Coastal Group and beyond.  Last Winter some services were held 
here and by request this arrangement is to be repeated in the coldest months 
of 2022. Less formal Christmas singalongs and pets services with visits from 
the Mini Donkeys Charity have been held in the hall. 

Our sandy beaches attract fishers and visitors who return each year and 
regularly support our churches.  The main industry in this area is agriculture. 

The Hempstead with Eccles and Lessingham 
PCC cares for two medieval thatched 
churches, neither of which has electricity. Our 
mainstream services alternate between All 
Saints and St. Andrew’s with average 
congregations of 8 - 12. 

The candle-lit Carol Service attracts a large 
congregation as does the annual Beach 

Service held in collaboration with the RNLI on the site of St. Mary’s Eccles. 
Both churches are in a state of good repair and the 
churchyard of All Saints is a designated wildlife area 
with the Norfolk Wildlife Trust.  St. Andrew’s has a 
notable medieval painted screen. Both buildings are 
open daily. 

We enjoy a good relationship with our patron King’s 
College Cambridge and appreciate their support. 
Following the restoration of St. Andrew’s we were 
delighted to welcome the Dean and a college choir 
for Choral Evensong. 

We offer a warm welcome to residents and visitors 
alike. 
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St Mary’s, Hickling 

Hickling 

The village of Hickling lies on the largest of the Norfolk Broads, an area that is 
renowned internationally for wildlife conservation. 

The Hickling Nature Reserve is under the auspices of the Norfolk Wildlife 
Trust, Hickling has its own staithe and boatyard and so provides amenities for 
anglers and sailors.  The village has a CofE infant and pre-school as well as a 
private nursery.  It also has a modern village hall, known as the Barn, and two 
pubs. 

 

St Mary’s Church 

The peal of five bells includes the largest 
tenor bell in Norfolk.  These are rung by an 
enthusiastic team of bell ringers, thus 
ringing a reminder that God is with us.  The 
church is open every day during daylight 
hours to provide a sanctuary for 
worshippers and we welcome all visitors. 

Fortnightly we run a bible discussion group 
in the centre of the village at the Greyhound Pub with a monthly Julian 
Meeting for contemplative prayer in the church. 

There are strong links with Hickling School who have regular services in 
church and church-led assemblies in school. 

Similarly, Hickling House which is a 
residential home for the elderly, is 
visited regularly by the Ministry team 
who take Holy Communion each 
month.  

The PCC host several events over the 
year fundraising to improve the fabric 
of the church. Most recently an 
extensive window project has been 
completed. Next year we are fund-raising for kitchen facilities. 

The Ceilidh Band practises weekly and the Waterside Scratch Band practises 
in a rota of other churches. 

We have special services for Royal British Legion and Christian Aid and 
donate to other charities. 
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St Peter’s, Ridlington 

Ridlington is a small village (population about 200) situated a couple of miles 
from Happisburgh, which has significant rural deprivation1. The village hall is 
shared with nearby Witton. We have a small but pro-active PCC which in 
recent years has pulled the church back from the brink of closure. There is a 
clear vision and a track record of success in putting the church building in 
good heart and making it a key part of the community. The Electoral Roll is 11 
and the worshipping community averages 15. 

We have monthly services, which 
include pet services and an Easter Egg 
hunt which is quite an attraction for 
young families, as is the Crib Service at 
Christmas time. We have also made 
quite a feature of our outdoor services in 
the churchyard, when the weather 
allows, which have proved very popular.. 
Refreshments are always served after 
each service, and the congregation 
needs little encouragement to stay for a 

cuppa and cake! The church is open every day. 

St Peter’s is a Grade 1 listed building 
dating in part from the C13th with a fine 
tower and a Norman font, close to the 
village centre, in a good state of repair, 
with lighting, heating and a water 
supply. In 2015 the PCC was 
successful in a bid to the Listed Places 
of Worship Roof Repair Fund for 
repairs to the roof and new rainwater 
assets. 

We have recently established a churchyard conservation scheme under the 
arrangements in the Norfolk Wildlife Trust Management Scheme. 

Our current project is for the installation of an accessible toilet and servery in 
the church. This has received all its approvals and a quote, and we’re now in 
the process of raising funds. 

St Margaret’s, Sea Palling with Waxham 

Sea Palling with Waxham lies at the southernmost end of the Coastal Group 
of Parishes. There are approximately 500 adult residents and a small number 
of children of all ages. There are many holiday homes, both second homes 
and holiday rentals. During the summer season the village is very busy as we 
have beautiful blue flag beaches. We also have grassed play area near the 
beach which is managed by the Sea Palling with Waxham Community Trust. 

                                                           
1 Ridlington is within the 10% most deprived CofE Parishes nationally according to the Government’s Index of 
Multiple Deprivation 
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There are three caravan sites, a vibrant 
village hall and a local shop which 
supplies most essentials and includes a 
post office. Near the beach there are a 
public house, cafes, and an amusement 
arcade which is open every day except 
Christmas day.  

The parish church is St. Margaret’s 
which is at the end of Church Road in 

Sea Palling. Services at St Margaret’s range from a sung Communion service, 
through to sung Morning Prayer on alternate weeks, with an occasional 
Church Family Service. One Sunday each month we join St. Mary’s at 
Hickling and they, in turn, join us at St. Margaret’s approximately once 
monthly.  It is opened every day. A small group of volunteers maintain the 
churchyard. We are very grateful for their help. 

St. John’s at Waxham is closed to the 
public due to safety concerns 
regarding the roof and is now a ‘chapel 
of ease’.  St. John’s was supported by 
the Friends of St. John’s for many 
years, which greatly contributed to its 
remaining functional for so long. Both 
buildings are grade 2* listed.  

We also have a church room and a 
WW2 Nissen hut, both are used to 
outreach to the community. The 
building of the church room was only possible because of the generosity of 
numerous people who donated their time and expertise. We have a volunteer 
singing group ‘Sea Palling Singers’ that meets twice a month. Our Nissen hut 
hosts a Saturday morning community library (offering over 4,000 books and 
breakfast rolls) and is very well attended by locals and holiday makers alike. 
Thanks to the dedication of members of our congregation and volunteers from 
the wider community we can continue fund raising and community activities.  

Palling has a proud tradition for saving lives at sea and although no longer 
part of the RNLI, it continues to have a Voluntary Rescue Service. Its links 
with the church are strong and boards recording boats and their rescues are 
permanently displayed in the church. 

All Saints, Walcott 

The Parish of Walcott has a population of 532 (est. 29.4.2021) with 40% being 
over 65 years of age and is the only parish in the Coastal Group where the 
road runs alongside the sea wall and most days you will find people sitting in 
their cars enjoying the view as they look out to sea.  

Flip flops and wellies complement clergy attire here!!! 

A village having a history of flooding, Walcott was devastated by a storm 
surge on 5th December 2013. Dozens of homes and businesses were 
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damaged. In July 2019 a scheme commenced to deposit almost two million 
cubic metres of sand, forming a 6-kilometre artificial dune, to protect the 
nearby Bacton Gas terminal. The scheme also protects the villages 
of Bacton and Walcott. 

The resulting publicity surrounding works and completion, increased public 
awareness of the beach and was to provide respite for a very large number of 
visitors constrained by Covid regulations. 

The village is made up of permanent and holiday homes, a caravan site, a 
well-stocked general store with post office, a fish & chip shop and restaurant; 
the Lighthouse Inn which provides a camp site, and a Motor home and 
Camper van site (Nelson’s Patch). The village hall is in the centre of the 
village and has its resident ‘Am Dram’ – the Walcott Warblers. 

The Rookery, a residential home for adults with learning difficulties, is sited a 
short distance from the Church and pre-Covid, residents would attend 
services. This practice has yet to resume. 

 

All Saints’ Church was rebuilt in the 
early 15th century and stands on the 
main road towards the edge of the 
village. Inside, the church is spacious 
and light despite no electric light. It is 
opened every day in daylight hours. 
The church is Grade 1 listed and 
extensive repair works are required. 

Services held in church consist of Holy 
Communion and a Family Service. A 

united service takes place via zoom every fourth Sunday. Churchwardens 
assist in leading services. (Services decant to Walcott Village Hall January to 
Easter Eve). 

The last two years have been trying, but the pattern of worship (following 
Common Worship) has been well maintained via zoom and now a 
combination. Attendance is approximately 13 (including members of other 
parishes in the Group and holiday makers.  All officer posts are covered and 
there are presently 14 on the Electoral Roll. 

Some parishioners remain isolating due 
to vulnerability and others suffer from 
confidence issues – this has resulted in 
caution in attending gatherings. 

 Additional services held in the village hall 
include Holiday Praise and a Carol 
Service. Fetes, coffee mornings, organ 
recitals and flower festivals are just a few 
of the fund-raising events. 
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Parishioners value being able to visit the graves of their loved ones, and 
thanks to a bequest, the grounds maintenance of the churchyard is secure for 
many years to come. 

 

 

St Margaret’s, Witton 

The village of Witton is surrounded 
entirely by fields and woods with a 
scattered population of about 90. The 
only industry here is agriculture, although 
a few cottages are now used as holiday 
homes. The village hall is much used for 
exercise classes, Sunday lunches, quiz 
nights and much more. 

 

St Margaret’s is a Grade 1 Listed building with Saxon origins - the only round 
towered church in the Coastal Group. It is the church with a view - from the 

churchyard are wonderful views of the sea, 
Happisburgh church and lighthouse and 
Walcott church. The church is open during 
daylight hours and the visitors’ book shows 
entries from people who come and enjoy 
the peace inside, some of whom have 
family connections to the church and 
village stretching back many years. There 
is a general feeling of support for the 
church in the village, including many who 
do not attend services. 

The building is generally in good repair and plans are in hand to install water 
and toilet facilities. 

 Fund raising activities are undertaken by a hard 
working group of volunteers. Most recently a 
Vintage Harvest weekend event drew people from 
across the whole Coastal Group and beyond. It was 
attended by several hundred people who enjoyed 
displays, demonstrations and ample refreshments. 
Bluebell Teas have been an attraction in the past 
also sales of cakes and preserves. 

The churchyard is in the Conservation Scheme 
from which we have an ECO Church Bronze award. 

We are a small, loyal congregation, we enjoy 
diverse services and have 1 – 2 weddings, baptisms and funerals each year 
and would welcome a leader who is prepared to embrace the diversity 
amongst the Coastal Group. 
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8 Interregnum Prayer 

 

 God our Father 
you have welcomed each one of us in Jesus 
and called us to be his body in this place. 
Send us your Holy Spirit 
at this time of uncertainty and change, 
to fill us with vision and energy; 
make us faithful in prayer and worship, 
that we may be true to our calling 
to bring new life to our community. 
Guide with your heavenly wisdom 
those who are to choose a new Incumbent for 
this parish, 
that the one whom we receive 
may be a wise and gentle shepherd of your 
people: 
ready to serve us with joy, to build us up in 
faith, 
and to lead us by example in loving obedience 
to your son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  

 Amen 

  

 


