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Hello.
Thank you for your interest is this vacancy. We are keen  
to share this profile of our churches and parishes which we 
love, serve and pray for.

Our benefices comprise two churches, each 
with a distinct yet complementary character. 

The Parish of St Mary Magdalene and St Denys, 
Midhurst is centred around a church set in the 
historic old market town district of Midhurst. 
The church has a vital role to play in nurturing 
the spirituality of its congregation, and reaching 
out to the local community in providing a 
beacon of faith and support. It also provides a 
civic focal point for the town on occasions such 
as Remembrance Sunday. 

All Hallows’ Woolbeding is an ancient Saxon 
church serving a smaller rural community by 
providing worship from the Book of Common 
Prayer. This secluded church has no mains 
electricity and consequently every service is 
candlelit. It is surrounded by a magnificent 
National Trust estate and offers traditional 
services to families who have worshipped here 
for many generations. 

Both Midhurst and Woolbeding have their own 
PCCs and their buildings are in a good state of 
repair. The congregations at each church are 
committed and enthusiastic. 

PROFILE FOR  
THE APPOINTMENT  
OF AN INCUMBENT 
www.midhurstparishchurch.net

www.allhallowswoolbeding.com

This Profile was approved by the Parochial Church 
Councils on date 7th November, 2022

 



Who are we 
praying for? 
A parish priest of prayer, vision and practical spirituality 
with the ability to relate the Gospel to everyday situations, 
who is gifted in discipling us to maturity in faith, and who 
has an open and welcoming approach to those who are 
not yet committed. 

A parish priest inspired by the presence of 
the Holy Spirit in their life, who is a gifted 
preacher and teacher and confident minister 
of the sacraments, so that the congregation 
and the wider community may all learn more 
of the mystery and depth of the love of God, 
through greater knowledge of our faith and the 
scriptures. 

An imaginative leader who will continue to 
enable the congregations to meet with God 
through a breadth of worship styles, whilst also 
retaining traditional forms at Woolbeding.

 A pastor with strong people and pastoral 
skills, able to relate to all generations with 
empathetic listening, inspired preaching, 
informed teaching, compassion and good 
humour.

A priest who will encourage and reach out to 
families, children and young people, who will 
maintain and strengthen the existing links with 
Midhurst Rother College and Midhurst Primary
School and will seek to draw more young 
people and families to our church services.

A visionary and creative priest who has the 
leadership gifts to address the challenges 
ahead, as we seek to fruitfully serve the local 
community in Christ’s name, and to grow His 
church for His Glory.
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Proclaiming the Mystery of Faith

A message from The Right Reverend Dr Martin Warner, Bishop of Chichester.

In 2025 this diocese celebrates the 950th anniversary of witness and evangelisation 
from a mission base in Chichester, building on the earlier mission founded by St 
Wilfrid at Selsey.

2025 also marks the 1700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea with its reminder 
of the formative claim upon us of the catholic creeds.

These anniversaries are more than historical footnotes. They speak powerfully about 
the richness of faith and mission that is our inheritance locally and universally.

Inspired by that inheritance, we seek to be a household of faith that is endlessly 
curious about how the Holy Scriptures and the sacraments of the New Covenant 
enable us to know, love and follow Jesus Christ in today’s noisy and distracted world. 

If God is calling you to join us in the task of proclaiming the mystery of faith in some 
part of this diocese, we pray that the contribution of your gifts and experience will 
enrich our witness and deepen your own discipleship. 

Martin 

Letter from Bishop Martin  
of Chichester
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The strengths of the Church  
in Midhurst and Woolbeding 

Our churches are warm in their welcome and generous in 
their friendship and fellowship in Christ. This is displayed 
towards established attendees, towards new members 
and guests, and towards our last new minister who was 
welcomed with open arms. We are an inclusive and 
welcoming congregation who look to support one another.

We reach out to the wider community, offering 
support – spiritual, pastoral and practical – in 
ways which are described more fully below in 
the sections on pastoral care, community links 
and young people.

At Midhurst we have in recent years 
demonstrated a strong commitment to 
growing our church. We have embraced 
worship and liturgical change, to try new ideas, 
to cater for a variety of approaches, to engage 
a greater diversity of worshippers and to learn 
what works. Under our previous incumbent we 
started an Alpha group, we have increased the 
number of Messy Church services, extended 
the range of our youth groups and continued 
our engagement with local schools. With the 
advent of the covid pandemic, we were quick 
to introduce Zoom services to cater for those 
of our number who felt unable to attend 
in person, but the impact of this pandemic 
means it is too soon to fairly measure the 
impact of our focus on growth. Nevertheless, 
we are proud of what we have achieved to date 
and our hopes and prayers are that our new 
vicar will continue to lead us in our endeavour 
to grow our church both in numbers and in 
spiritual commitment.

We hope that applicants for our vacancy may 
be encouraged to know that he or she will be 
supported by strong teams at both churches, 
including an experienced non-stipendiary 
curate, two lay ministers, a Youth & Children’s 
Minister, experienced churchwardens, a part-
time Parish Administrator and open-minded 
and ambitious PCCs. From our loyal and willing 
congregations, we are fortunate also to have 
volunteers as intercessors and to read, and 
for activities such as flower arranging, serving 
coffee, church cleaning, etc.

Woolbeding is a quiet country church which 
is regarded by those who visit it as a haven of 
peace and tranquillity. 
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The church family at Midhurst Parish Church is actively 
seeking growth and it is our pleasure to welcome anyone 
from all walks of life to take part in the life of our church. 
In 2019 the vicar, assistant curate and Youth Minister took 
part in a Diocesan sponsored course – Leading Your Church 
into Growth. Following a presentation to the PCC and the 
congregation at an away day, there was a lot of enthusiasm 
for moving forward in the style of worship we offered. 
Unfortunately, the advent of Covid and the restrictions it 
imposed delayed any implementation for some time. 

Worship 
at Midhurst
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We have now been able to reflect the PCC’s 
desire to offer a greater variety of services, 
with the aim of appealing to different groups 
in the wider community. The first Sunday 
of the month is a morning service of Holy 
Communion using the high altar, vestments 
and with a robed choir. The second Sunday is 
a Service of the Word in the morning and an 
evening service of Holy Communion which 
is a quiet, less formal service without hymns 
but with a selection of music (often Taize in 
style) to aid reflection and meditation. The 
third and fourth Sunday mornings both have 
a service of Holy Communion which is less 
formal than the first Sunday, sometimes with 
less traditional hymns and making use of a 
nave altar. If a fifth Sunday occurs in a month, 
we have sought to make our church more 
visible in the community, designating it as 
“Love Midhurst” Sunday. The church family 
gathers together for a 15 minute service before 
going in different directions to do things that 
bless our community. These have included 
litter picking, the preparation of Christmas gifts 
for businesses in Midhurst, beautifying our 
churchyard and a prayer walk.

At Christmas, many sections of the community 
come together for our services. It is a joy to 
welcome the children and families of Midhurst 
CofE Primary School for their carol service as 
well as those from two local nurseries. Over a 
period of two days we also welcome all year 
groups from Midhurst Rother College for their 
carol services. Other festivals are marked with 
services throughout the year and our church is 
the central place for the town’s Remembrance 
Day observance.

It is important to us that the church is available 
for private prayer not just to the church family 
but to the wider community. We have a votive 
candle stand that provides a focus for prayers 
and booklets are available for those who 
would like to use written prayers. This year a 
prayer board was added which provides an 
opportunity for people to leave a written prayer 
request for others to see and to be included in 
our Wednesday morning intercessions. Many 
remark not only how refreshing it is to find an 
open church but also on the sense of peace 
and spirituality that the church provides.

As a parish we would prefer not to have a label 
that proclaims any specific worship style but 
we are a broad church within the middle range 
of Anglican churchmanship. We celebrate that 
diversity and enjoy the sense of fulfilment that 
is the result.

Our vision for Midhurst Parish Church is 
expressed in our Prayer for Growth which is 
said aloud by the whole congregation at every 
service at the end of the intercessions:

God of Mission, who alone  
brings growth to your Church

Send your Holy Spirit to give  
vision to our planning,

Wisdom to our actions and  
power to our witness.

Help our church to grow in numbers,

In spiritual commitment to You,

And in service to our local community.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Worship 
at Woolbeding

Worship at Woolbeding intentionally reflects the ancient 
surroundings of our Saxon church. Services follow the book 
of common prayer and readings are from the King James 
Bible. This is seen as a great strength as it gives the benefit 
of choice for both parishes according to spiritual need.
 

The regular pattern of worship is Holy 
Communion on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday of 
the month at 8.30am. On the second Sunday 
in the summer at 6.00pm there is a choral 
evensong supported by Midhurst church choir. 
The average congregation for these services is 
between 18 and 22.
 
The major services in the church calendar 
include Easter day Holy Communion at 
8.30am. Harvest festival at 3.00pm at the 
end of September, Remembrance Sunday 
service at 3.00pm, a candlelit Advent service 

at 6.00pm on Advent Sunday, a festival of 
carols on the third Sunday of Advent and Holy 
Communion at 9.00am on Christmas Day. All 
of these major services are well supported with 
congregations between 40 and 80.
 
Woolbeding is seen as a haven of peace and 
spirituality and welcomes its use as a place for 
private prayer and meditation.
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Music 
The musical offering at Midhurst Church covers 
a range of styles with the aim of enhancing and 
enriching the contribution made to their 
worship by members of the congregation. 
The Director of Music, as well as being an 
accomplished organist and pianist, is also an 
experienced liturgist with an MA in Pastoral 
Liturgy. The church has a small and competent 
choir that occasionally sings an anthem and 
is augmented by additional singers for the 
traditional Christmas Carol services. The organ 
is a 2 manual Allen digital organ dating from 
the 1970s that is adequate in its ability to lead 
congregational worship. There is also an upright 
piano.

Until recently, the church has also been able to 
draw on the services of a local musician to lead 
more informal styles of worship on the guitar. 
However, as he has now moved away from the 
area, there is likely to be a gap in this provision 
for the immediate future.

Music at Woolbeding includes the singing of 
2 hymns at the 8.30am Holy Communion 
service. We currently have an organist who 
plays for the first Sunday in the month using 
our battery-operated keyboard which in turn 
is linked to a rechargeable amplifier. When 
she is not available we download hymn music 
to an iPad and play through the amplifier by 
Bluetooth. We are fortunate in having Midhurst 
Parish Church Choir for sung Evensong during 
the summer months. 

In normal years our most notable music events 
are the candlelit Advent Carol Service and our 
Harvest Festival and Christmas services. 



General description of 

Midhurst Parish
Midhurst is a small market town in the South 
Downs National Park. Some 12 miles north of the 
West Sussex county town of Chichester. It has a 
strong community life and a beautiful location. 
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There is a population of around 5,000, 
many of whose families have lived in the 
area for generations. Outwardly, the town is 
affluent, and the general perception is that the 
population of Midhurst is essentially middle 
class, in well paid employment and enjoying 
high levels of education. There is no doubt 
that Midhurst is for many people, an attractive 
and enjoyable place in which to live. This, 
however, is only part of the picture, as several 
social issues and concerns are present in the 
town, in particular the fact that there is strong 
rural character in the town’s demographic 
profile. Thus, there is a continuing need for the 
church to work to reach out to certain perhaps 
marginalized, segments of the local population. 
 
Some people choose to live in Midhurst 
in order to commute to work in Guildford, 
Portsmouth, Chichester, Basingstoke and 
London. Midhurst is set north of the South 
Downs and it is possible to walk into the 
countryside within minutes. Yet there is easy 
access to London via the mainline railway 
station at Haslemere (9 miles away). Trains 
from Haslemere to Waterloo usually take just 
under an hour. 
 
There are regular bus services to Guildford 
(via Haslemere), Petersfield, Chichester, and 
Worthing (via Petworth and Pulborough). 
 
The town is well-resourced, with Anglican, 
Roman Catholic and Methodist churches, 
several good state and private schools, two 
supermarkets, a well-run health centre, an 
active community centre, a varied selection  
of shops and numerous places to entertain  
or to eat. 
 
Sporting provision especially for young people 
is generally good. The winter months see an 
active football and rugby coaching programme 
for various age groups, whilst in summer the 
local cricket club has developed a vibrant 
Friday evening club involving significant 
numbers of young people from a wide age 
range, encouraged by glorious surroundings, 
a barbecue and bar for the parents. There are 
tennis and bowling clubs. In addition Midhurst 
is known for international polo, played at 
Cowdray Park. The town is within easy reach 
of Goodwood, the coast at Itchenor and 
Wittering, and Chichester. 
 

For those whose interest is in the arts, the focal 
point is Chichester, just twelve miles away. 
Chichester Festival Theatre offers a year-round 
programme centred around its summer season 
that attracts the finest directors and actors. 
The Theatre’s programme, performers and 
standards are world-class, a fact borne out by 
its impressive track-record, in recent years, of 
transfers to the West End. 
 
The other artistic glory to be found in 
Chichester is Pallant House Gallery, an 
internationally acclaimed, award-winning 
collection of modern art displayed in a 
magnificent new gallery set in the Georgian 
heart of Chichester. 

General description of
Woolbeding 
Parish
Woolbeding, a hamlet to the North West of 
Midhurst, is separated from it by green fields. 
Woolbeding (pronounced Wool-beeding) 
boasts a Grade 1 listed small ancient Saxon 
church which operates an open graveyard. 
Woolbeding House and estate is owned by 
the National Trust (the gardens are open 
to the public from April to September on a 
Thursday and Friday). In the past, the living of 
Woolbeding was in the gift of the owner of the 
manor house. The population of Woolbeding 
was 158 at the time of the last census, and 
the number currently on Woolbeding Church’s 
electoral roll is 38 - the majority come from 
outside the parish. The Ecclesiastical boundary 
of All Hallows has only 47 houses within it.
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Midhurst Parish Church prides itself on being 
outward looking and linked to the wider 
community. The glazed main door and the 
open narthex are symbols of this openness 
and intent. The principal features of these 
community links are:

Schools 
We are very closely linked to Midhurst (C of E) 
Primary School in part because the Vicar is a 
governor and the church also has a Foundation 
governor, but more important is the 
involvement in Assemblies, the annual Prayer 
Week and in Festivals. Year 6 children are keen 
to volunteer to help at the Friendship Teas (see 
below). The school is visited every week by the 
Vicar and the Youth and Children’s Minister. 
Relations with the local Church Primary School 
are exemplary. Midhurst Rother College is an 
Academy, part of United Learning and covers 
the age range 11-18. The Vicar holds the role of 
governor and the Youth and Children’s Minister 
is a regular visitor. However, there is scope for 
building closer links. A primary focus of our 
new vicar’s role will need to be building on 
the strong relationship with our schools in line 
with the Growing Faith vision of the Church of 
England.

Friendship Teas
The church launched its monthly free cream 
teas in September 2017. These are aimed at 
any folk in the town who might be lonely and 
would welcome the opportunity to attend a 
safe and hospitable place to meet others. We 
also try to reach out to those who are new to 
the town. Six Year 6 children from the Primary 
School assist church volunteers and bring 
youthful energy and joy to the occasion and 
thereby linking the generations. We also have 
a pianist to play well-known songs. We usually 
have some 20 or more guests attending plus 
volunteers.

MADhurst 
This is the Music Arts and Drama festival that 
takes place during August and was founded 
some 10 years ago by a previous vicar. The 
church remains a supporter and is a venue for 
events including concerts of all types. Aside 
from MADhurst, and pre covid, the church has 
hosted many concerts over the years.

Business links 
The church has a long association with 
businesses in the town through its Friends of 
Midhurst Parish Church and its involvement 
in Midhurst Vision. This is a group of local 
stakeholders that have developed a ten-year 
plan for the development of the town. In 
recent years it has been the practice to take a 
small gift to every business in the town (some 
150) at Christmastime as an act of appreciation.

Midhurst Foodbank 
The foodbank was founded by two church 
members in September 2014 and church 
members have continued to play a prominent 
role as volunteers in its leadership and 
operations. The Midhurst Foodbank, part of The 
Trussell Trust (Chichester District) feeds a large 
and growing clientele.

Midhurst Community Hub 
The Hub is a new start-up charity (Registered 
charity no. 1199385) initiated by church 
members and with three church members on 
the board of six trustees. Though not a church 
project as such, it is founded on Christian 
values and strongly supported by the church. 
The purpose of the Hub is to be a one-stop-
shop advice centre to those needing support. 
It will be based initially in the library at the 
Grange Centre with “spokes” linking to some 
30 public and charity sector partners. The 
Hub will be an important service for the town 
and surrounding area, filling a gap caused by 
the withdrawal of public services from this 
rural area. The project is planned to go live in 
November 2022.

Community Links



Pastoral Care
We are aware that pastoral care is the 
responsibility of every Christian and 
opportunities come in every aspect of our 
church life and in the ordinary dimensions 
of our lives when we are being who we 
are in Christ. We aim to be aware of every 
opportunity to be “as Christ” to our neighbour 
in our welcome to all who enter our church 
at any time. We value the social times that 
we share after services on Wednesdays and 
Sundays where there is an opportunity over 
coffee or tea to engage caringly with each 
other and especially with visitors, people new 
to our church and anyone in need of that extra 
opportunity to talk, as we all are at times.

The church is open each day for quiet prayer 
and the opportunity to light a candle and pray 
at the beautiful votive candle tree introduced, 
after much planning, by the Pastoral Team. 
Nearby is the peaceful Southampton Chapel 
allowing more private prayer if wished.

As noted previously, Friendship Teas offer true 
Christian hospitality to anyone in the area.

There is a small Pastoral Care Team consisting 
of the Assistant Curate, Authorised Lay Minister 
for Pastoral Care and three other members. 
Currently home and hospital visits, with 
communion as appropriate, are undertaken 
by the Assistant Curate and ALM who meet 
monthly, the whole team meeting several 
times a year.

Contact with members of the church family 
unable to come to church is maintained by the 
weekly online newsletter, phone, email, texts, 
cards and visits. We are continuing to develop 
ways of helping people to feel connected to 
the church now that we are no longer offering 
Zoom services.

Opportunities for pastoral care in the 
community and church family occur at 
baptisms, weddings and funerals and other 
special times of celebration and sadness. 
Where possible an ongoing relationship is 
developed with encouragement to worship 
and to join appropriate groups. A Bereavement 
Group has met and will be available as needed.

In addition to outreach through the Foodbank 
(see above), the Midhurst and Petworth 
Deaneries financially support a Family Support 
Worker.

Services with particular pastoral focus and the 
opportunity to really connect with the local 
community are:

Harvest Festival, when the Foodbank is the 
recipient of harvest gifts and primary school 
children are involved in the service.

All Souls Day, a service for all, but especially for 
those wishing to remember loved ones.
Toy Service, in early December focussing on 
our link with the charity Family Support Work. 
Toys and gift voucher cards are collected and 
the Family Support Worker speaks.
Relaxed Carol Service – a short weekday 
afternoon service for those who are unable to 
sit for long or to come out in the evening. An 
invitation is offered to the local MIND group 
and Lunches Club and there may even be a 
donkey or two! The Primary School children 
assist with a tableau, singers and readers.

The church is used by the community through 
the Town Council and British Legion as the 
central place for times of national mourning 
and Remembrance.
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The church has demonstrated its commitment 
to valuing ministry with children and young 
people by appointing a Youth and Children’s 
Minister in 2019. This has enabled some of 
the work in progress to be developed and new 
initiatives to be undertaken.

As indicated previously (Community Links) the 
Youth and Children’s Minister, together with the 
Vicar, maintains a close relationship with the 
Church of England Primary School and with 
Midhurst Rother College.

Apart from school life, the Youth and Children’s 
Minister runs two “Ignite” youth groups 
meeting weekly, the older group catering for 
years 9-13 and the younger group for years 
6-8. As well as snacks and games there is 
Christian teaching and discussion. Offsite 
activities such as bowling trips and attendance 
at May Camp form a much enjoyed part of the 
annual programme.

Messy Church is held every month with 
themed Christian input, craft activities and 
tea for the children. Families are beginning to 

return on a more regular basis alongside new 
families. Some of our most popular Messy 
Church events including Messy Christmas and 
the Light Party are often attended by 65-70 
children and adults from the local community.

“Sparks” runs concurrently with the 10.30 am 
Sunday service twice a month. It is for children 
of primary school age or slightly younger. The 
children start in the main service and leave 
after the first hymn. Themes are usually linked 
to the service. Numbers are small as this is 
a relatively new group but the children who 
attend thoroughly enjoy the lively sessions.

Volunteers are essential for the safety, 
growth of the groups and enjoyment of all. 
Safeguarding training and procedures are in 
place and monitored.

Notwithstanding all these wide ranging 
activities, few children with their parents 
or young adults attend our regular Sunday 
services and this remains a major aspiration for 
us as we seek to grow our church.

Children and  
Young People



House Groups
For the last 20 years or more, house groups 
have been a significant part of church life. 
There have been three or more ongoing 
groups that provide fellowship, opportunities 
for spiritual growth and prayer and pastoral 
support. A varied clientele with varied spiritual 
and pastoral needs has led to varied topics 
being discussed in the different groups. Some 
may wish to discuss themes relevant to the 
group, others glean riches from different books 

of The Bible, while yet others have followed 
specific courses such as the church’s ministry 
of healing, Alpha follow-up, books from the 
Big Church Read, the Diocesan Lent Course 
and so on. Most of these groups have been led 
over the years by Readers and by retired and 
stipendiary clergy. It would be good to train up 
some other lay members of the church family 
to lead or to share leadership of house groups. 

Prayer chain 
The parish prayer chain is available for anyone 
in the church or in the parish to use. The idea 
is that if there is an emergency need (such 
as for someone going into hospital for an 
operation, or suffering from an accident, or 
needing support in some other way), a quick 
phone call to one of the people at the head of 
the prayer chain will enable the prayer request 

to be passed on to the other members of the 
chain so that several people can be involved 
in praying for the specific need in a very short 
space of time. The message is passed on in 
total confidence. There are currently two chains 
and the prayer chain continues to be used on a 
periodic basis. 

Mothers’ Union
Midhurst and Easebourne Mothers’ Union 
is an active group that meets once a month 
in Midhurst Parish Church. Membership has 
dropped in the last few years as sadly six 
of the members have died and two moved 
away. Twice a year they celebrate with a 
Co-operate Communion service. The Group 
is deeply committed to the Diocesan Prayer 
Chain. Members play an active part in the 
Chichester District activities. In 2022 they 
hosted the District Eucharist Service led by the 
Midhurst Vicar. Many members are actively 

involved in church life and the community. 
They contribute regularly to Mothers’ Union 
Worldwide Projects by raising money with 
raffles and bring and buy stalls at their 
meetings.

The Branch has a committee of seven 
members and is part of the Chichester District 
with two representatives on that committee. 
Members regularly attend the Mothers’ Union 
Diocesan Council and AGM and the Worldwide 
Conference.
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Church 
buildings 
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Midhurst Church is a grade 2* listed building 
in the historic town centre and the original 
building dates back to the 12th century. It was 
largely rebuilt in 1422 then renovated and 
extended in the Victorian era.

The building consists of a chancel and nave 
both flanked by aisles, the tower between 
the two south aisles and a vestibule. There 
is a small Southampton Chapel named after 
the Earl of Southampton whose seat was at 
Cowdray House and who died in 1542. An east 
window was installed in 1949 after a bomb 
dropped in 1943 had blown out the original. 
The window is “of its time” featuring uniformed 
organisations and civilian and ordinary people 
drawing strength from the Risen Christ. In 
2005, the entrance at the west end of the 
church was completely redesigned with 
glass west doors to link the church with the 
community. The new entrance gives a sense of 
welcome and also provides toilet facilities while 
retaining disabled access.

The building has been maintained to a 
good state of repair, though the PCC has 
yet to review the most recent Quinquennial 
Inspection Report issued in the summer of 
2022.

The first church at Woolbeding was probably 
built of wood and thatch sometime after the 
conversion of the South Saxons by St Wilfrid 
in the 7th century. The people of Wulfbaed 
(-ing) built the church and probably the manor 
house which were later rebuilt in stone possibly 
in the 10th century. The church and manor are 
mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1086.

The nave of the present church is Saxon with 
pilasters on the external faces to represent 
the vertical oak trunks of the original wooden 
building. The remains of a Saxon doorway are 
visible on the south wall. The font is Saxon and 
there are two Saxon grave slabs in the church. 
The original Saxon windows from the nave 
were reused in the tower when it was rebuilt.

The Saxon church consisted of the nave and 
a small square chancel with a later wooden 
belfry at the west end. In 1728 Sir Richard 
Mill replaced the old timber framed belfry 
with the present substantial stone tower. 
He also built a gallery in the west end of the 
nave and redesigned the chancel. Sir Richard 
rebuilt Mottisfont Priory which his family had 
inherited, and redesigned Woolbeding House 
and built the Glebe in their present Queen 
Anne style. Sir Richard’s son, the Revd Sir 
Henry Mill brought 16th century painted glass 
in storage at Mottisfont and created a beautiful 
east window at Woolbeding. The window 
was destroyed in the Victorian renovation of 
the chancel in 1876 but the remains of some 
of these important panels survive in two 
windows.

Today, Woolbeding Church is loved and well 
maintained by a devoted congregation. It 
preserves a quiet but meaningful welcome 
for visitors and worshippers alike. Part of 
the charm is the fact that the church has no 
electricity so every service is by candlelight 
truly a place of peace and spirituality.
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Bells 
With the removal of covid restrictions, Sunday 
service ringing at Midhurst recommenced. Due 
to a limited number of ringers we operate a 
combined team sharing with the neighbouring 
parish of Easebourne. We have recently 
recruited some relatively young new ringers 
who are busy training. Unfortunately, training 
takes a long time and the fall out rate tends 
to be high. However, overall we are in a better 
place than many towers and the outlook 
seems positive.
 
The three bells at Woolbeding are now 
functioning as chiming bells after a 
refurbishment in March 2010 and are rung 
at the beginning of each service. The oldest 
bell (no 2) was cast in 1616 and is listed for 
preservation, the number 1 bell was cast in 
1665 and the Tenor bell was recast in 1880 
from a previous bell originally cast in 1400

Administration 
The Parish Office, staffed by a part-time 
Administrator, is located close to the church in 
St Ann’s Hill. Purpose built, it is well equipped 
with the modern facilities and technology 
required to operate a busy Parish. 
 
The website:

www.midhurstparishchurch.net 
is an important tool for outreach and 
communication.
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The Vicarage 
A lovely large detached home along a quiet 
lane, with a large garden. It is within easy 
walking distance of the church, shops, schools 
and other amenities. Riverbank Medical Centre 
is situated ½ mile away in Easebourne. 
 
The Cathedral City of Chichester with its 
Festival Theatre, cinemas, shops and mainline 
station is 12 miles away to the south while 
Haslemere, with its fast train service to London, 
is 9 miles to the north. Both are connected to 
Midhurst by a regular bus service. The coast is 
just 18 miles away.
 
 
 

The following accommodation is provided:
 

 Sitting room 
 Dining room 
 Kitchen/breakfast room 
 Utility room 
 Study 
 Toilet 
 4 bedrooms (2 with washbasins) 
 Bathroom 
 Separate toilet 
 Gas central heating 
 Garage and parking for additional cars
  Large south facing garden with 

summerhouse



Midhurst Parish Church has met its pledged 
Parish Share contribution and its other 
liabilities over the years. However, it will also 
be noted from the accounts (Appendix 1) that, 
excluding some significant legacy income, our 
expenditure has exceeded our income in each 
of the last two years. To secure our financial 
position beyond these immediate years we will 
therefore need to continue to focus on such 
initiatives as church growth, highlighting the 
importance of regular giving and of legacies, 
fundraising (including through the Friends of 
Midhurst Parish Church) and applications for 
grants where relevant to any major building 
projects. Control of our expenditure budget 
continues to be important and this is kept 
under review by the PCC, who along with 
the new incumbent will need to work hard to 
address shortfalls through a revision of finances 
and raising stewardship.

While financial constraints sometimes makes 
it difficult for us to respond financially to the 
needs of the poor and disadvantaged outside 
our congregation, we have responded in other 
ways, for example through the Foodbank, 
Friendship Teas and accessible services as 
described elsewhere in this document. In 
addition, we run occasional giving campaigns 
for specific causes. In 2021 these included 
Cancer Research, The Royal British Legion, 
RNLI, Mothers’ Union, Family Support Work 
and the Sussex Historic Churches Trust. 

As for so many churches, finance provides us 
with constant challenges. But finance is always 
secondary to our central purpose which is to 
build up the spiritual life of our congregation, 
while working to bring the good news of the 
Risen Lord to the community that we serve. 
 
The Parish finances for Woolbeding are variable 
according to external circumstances such as 
unforeseen repairs or the number of funerals 
and weddings. 
 
In 2021 we met our Parish Share pledge but  
our total payments exceeded our receipts  
by £4,944. 

We were able to cover this deficit by 
transferring in £5,000 from our CDF Deposit 
Fund. Our total assets at 31 December, 
including the remaining balance on the Deposit 
Fund, amounted to £58,703.

Members of Woolbeding Church are active 
fundraisers through the annual Sussex 
Historical Churches sponsored walk and bike 
ride in which Midhurst Church also participates.

Finances
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There is no doubt that the new incumbent of 
Midhurst and Woolbeding will find exciting 
challenges as he or she takes up their position. 
This profile has attempted to be honest about 
issues concerning finance, church numbers and 
engagement with the local community, as well 
as fostering a spirit of unity within diversity. 

As we see it, our challenges are:

  to realise our vision for church growth, 
numerically and spiritually, placing our 
churches at the heart of the community.

  to bring many more children and young 
people to a knowledge of Jesus Christ.

  to meet our Parish Share, the needs of 
our own churches and of the poor and 
disadvantaged through difficult economic 
times.

  to adapt our church building in Midhurst to 
the needs of the times, and in particular to 
Implement a new audio-visual solution

  to fund and to implement what may be 
major works to the exterior of Midhurst 
Church building, particularly the damaged 
stonework and pointing.

 What the new incumbent will find is a 
church whose members are prepared to work 
prayerfully and collaboratively in meeting the 
inevitable challenges, and who yearn to listen, 
learn, and work with our new leader as they 
seek to encourage the people and proclaim the 
Kingdom of God to them. We all look forward 
to the journey ahead. 
 
 

Our  
challenges 
ahead
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Appendix 1
Midhurst PCC accounts
Statement of Financial Activities 
for the year ended 31 December 2021

General (Unrestricted) Fund 2021 2020
£ £

Receipts
Voluntary receipts
Planned Giving 44,188 37,874
Collections and other giving 12,579 6,912
Total Giving 56,767 44,786
Gift Aid received 8,867 10,327
Legacies 110,000 11,202
Job retention scheme and sundries 416 1,565

176,050 67,880
Fundraising income 272 298
Fees from church activities 1,181 1,439
Receipts from investments 1,056 1,367
TOTAL RECEIPTS 178,559 70,984

Payments
Diocesan Contribution (“Parish Share”) 55,051 56,307
Honoraria 6,416 6,629
Utilities 2,183 2,779
Clergy costs and service expenses 4,967 6,758
Maintenance 2,862 2,006
Broadband installation 1,600 0
Printing, stationery, telephone and broadband 3,985 3,627
Office and IT equipment 1,134 545
Insurances 2,711 2,668
Website 577 0
All others 3,183 2,397
TOTAL PAYMENTS 84,669 83,716

SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) 93,890 -12,732
Unrestricted Funds brought forward 79,164 91,896
Unrestricted Funds carried forward 173,054 79,164



Midhurst PCC accounts
Statement of Assets and Liabilities  
as at 31 December 2021

2021 2020
£ £

Bank balances: Lloyds 142,633 155,761
Natwest 104,129 21,130

246,762 176,891
Sundry debtors 28 19
Sundry creditors -3,267 -2733
NET CURRENT ASSETS 243,523 174,177

Relating to:
Unrestricted General Fund 173,054 79,164
Restricted and Designated Funds:
Building Fund 30,265 30,265
Friends of Midhurst Church 11,992 10,022
Youth Ministry 18,860 41,971
Parish Hall 6,128 8,414
Bell Tower 1,609 4,321
Appeals 1,615 20
TOTAL FUNDS 243,523 174,177
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Appendix 2 
Woolbeding PCC accounts
Receipts and Payments account  
for the year ended 31 December 2021

General (Unrestricted) Fund 2021 2020
£ £

Receipts
Gift aided donations 4,894 8,114
Cash Collections 3,888 2,196
Fees 1,784 191
Tax reclaim on gift aid 2,614 2719
Other income 480 20
Interest 0 20
TOTAL RECEIPTS 13,660 13,860

Payments
Parish Share 9,715 9,936
Grants paid 600 995
Insurance 1,495 1,490
Utilities 497 636
Fabric and repairs 2,347 1,272
Clergy costs 2,675 1,644
All Others 1,275 2,200
TOTAL PAYMENTS 18,604 18,173

RECEIPTS LESS PAYMENTS -4,944 -4,313
Cash at bank b/fwd. 6,837 11,150
Transfer in from CBF Deposit fund 5,000 0
Cash at 31 December 6,893 6,837

OTHER ASSETS
CBF Deposit Fund 49,944 54,894
CBF Investment Fund 866 758
National Savings Income Bonds 1,000 1,000

TOTAL ASSETS 58,703 63,489
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St Mary Magdalene and St Denys, Midhurst
www.midhurstparishchurch.net

All Hallows, Woolbeding
www.allhallowswoolbeding.com


