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An Introduction by the Bishop of Whitby 
 
 
 
Thank you very much for your interest in the post of parish priest for 
Marske-by-the-Sea (also known as Marske in Cleveland). 
 
Marske is situation between Redcar and Saltburn on the historic North 
Yorkshire coast, and is part of the Deanery of Guisborough. 
 
The parish embodies so much of what is best about the Church of 
England.  The church is thoroughly embedded in the community which 
is well defined with good amenities and a strong sense of its own identity.  It has very much the 
character of a large village. 
 
Worship at St Mark’s is welcoming and well-ordered without being inflexible;  lay leadership is 
good and able;  and the church building is a fine example of its kind. 
 
We look forward to appointing a priest who will enjoy building on the good work of their recently-
retired predecessor.  At the same time, we expect that there will be new opportunities and avenues 
to explore, including fulfilling an aspiration to grow the church and grow it younger. 
 
I hope that if you feel called to serve as our priest in Marske you will consider sending an 
application. 
 

 

 

The appointment will be made by the Bishop of Whitby, acting as the delegate of the Archbishop 
of York. The appointment will be subject to an Enhanced DBS Disclosure, Bishop’s reference, and 
eligibility to work in the UK. 

 

 
 
 
 
Note 
The process was put in train to suspend the presentation to the benefice, to allow consideration of 
ministry in the wider deanery.  The deanery plan as it has now been agreed includes the long-term 
appointment of a priest to Marske as the benefice currently stands.  There will therefore be 
consultation on lifting the suspension, which would lead to a legal process with its own timetable.  
At this stage therefore it is not possible to confirm whether the appointee will be introduced as 
Priest in Charge or straight away as Incumbent, as that depends on the sequence of the separate 
procedures. 



 

Welcome to the parish of Marske-by-the-Sea. 
 
 

About Marske and St Mark’s 

 
Marske-by-the-Sea is a community with 
centuries of history, but which is seeing 
changes and growth.  Despite the fact that 
about 9000 people live in the parish — 
more than in many small towns — we 
traditionally refer to Marske as a village.  
It’s an active and growing community 
where people get to know one another 
well, and a community that has a large 
number of lifetime residents. Currently 
there is outline planning permission for a 
further 821 houses within the parish 
boundary. Marske enjoys miles of sandy 
beaches and is in close proximity to the 
North York Moors National Park. 
 
St Mark’s, the parish church, stands just by 
the village square that is the geographical hub of the village.  Our aim is for St Mark’s to be a 
spiritual hub for the community, making a real difference to the lives of individuals and the 
community, telling the good news of Jesus Christ, working with people of other Christian traditions, 
and keeping our links with the wider church to the fore. 
 
 
 

What happens at and around St Mark’s? 

 
We have three main services every week — two on Sundays and one on Wednesdays.  Traditionally 
they have all been celebrations of Holy Communion. Our Monday evening service has been 
suspended during the Vacancy. 

 
 
Our main Service is at 9.30am on Sunday 
and we generally have an attendance of 
about 65.  We are supported by a mixed 
choir which has a membership of 14 adults, 
led by our choirmaster and organist.  Coffee 
is offered  after the service – and most of 
the congregation stay for a chat.  The 
quieter said celebration at 8.00am on 
Sundays has a regular congregation of about 
25.  The Monday evening service has been 
suspended despite a small but loyal 
congregation.  The Wednesday morning 



service is a distinctive part of St Mark’s spiritual life in that it is attended by a large regular 
congregation of about 50 people.  There is coffee again afterwards, which is also open to shoppers 
and passers-by.  Some people attend more than one of these services, but there are many who 
attend only one and may not know those who attend at other times.  Our worship is supported by 
a licensed Reader, a loyal band of Eucharistic Ministers, Servers, and people who read the lessons 
and lead the intercessions.   
 
 
Sunday Club is a traditional style Sunday School and is held in church during our 9.30 service. Their 
vestry has been modernised to create a better space for Sunday Club use as well as a more 
adaptable space for our loyal band of flower arrangers. 
 
Messy Church has now been running for several years.  We have a good team of leaders but there 
is a fluctuating attendance.  
 
The church supports the local Trussell Trust food bank which is based in Redcar and serves a 
number of communities in the local authority area of Redcar and Cleveland.  We send gifts to the 
women’s refuge in Redcar at Christmas and Easter, and shoeboxes to ‘Children in Distress’ at 
Christmas.  We support Christian Aid, USPG and the 
Children’s Society on a regular basis.  It is also our 
custom to hold collections at times of emergency. 
 
Over the past three years in excess of £65,000 has 
been raised and spent on our Community rooms. The 
White House, named after a former Vicar, consists of 
a small meeting room, two halls, kitchen and toilets. 
The windows and central heating have been replaced, 
the roofs repaired and all the rooms modernised. It is 
used by a wide variety of community groups, 
including Child minders, Al-Anon, Take Heart and Age 
Concern as well as church groups.  Coffee mornings, 
Sunday ‘Teas on the Lawn’, concerts and Fayres all 
enhance our contact with the wider community. 
 
St Mark's cooperates with the other churches in the 
area deanery of Guisborough. For the past eight years 
there has been a Vicar at Marske and a Vicar for 
Saltburn with New Marske. The deanery plan 
anticipates that by 2026 Marske parish will work 
closely with Saltburn and New Marske parishes as 
two ministry units each with a full-time clergy post. 
 
 

Finance 

 
During 2020 the church had to withdraw money from reserves in order to stay in credit. COVID 
prevented our usual fundraisers, but we still had running costs to pay. In 2021 the church made a 
small surplus mainly due to an increase in more tax efficient giving. It has not been easy to meet 
our Freewill Offering. We have many very generous parishioners but also too many who give £1.00 
a week. We are concerned that fuel costs over the winter months for the church and the White 



House will be difficult to cover. The decision was taken to install toilets and a kitchen at the west 
end of the church.  It is already clear that this has made St Mark’s a more welcoming environment, 
and we see this as an investment in the work and mission of St Mark’s for the long term. 
 

Mothers’ Union and Ladies’ Fellowship 
 
Amongst Church groups we have a very active Mothers’ Union with 43 members. Most of these 
members play an active part in the worship, prayer and social life of the church. As an enthusiastic 
branch they hope for a Vicar who is willing to share their enthusiasm and work as a team with 
them.   
 
Ladies’ Fellowship is also active with its regular meetings and support of our coffee mornings. 
 

 
Ecumenical links 
 
We have enjoyed a friendly relationship 
with the Methodist and Roman Catholic 
Churches in Marske. Pre COVID we 
joined together for witness in the Square 
on Good Friday and meet to mark 
Women’s World Day of Prayer and the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. We 
are glad that the clergy of our partner 
churches are keen to see the Christians in 
Marske work together more closely. We 
aim to work with the Deanery to share 
good practice. 
 
 
 

 

In the wider community 
 
Marske is typical of many villages in that many people in the community, including those who do 
not attend often, nevertheless have a very positive attitude towards the church and feel a sense of 
‘ownership’.  This has been evident by the number of visitors we have had in our recently 
introduced ‘Open Weeks’. The open weeks have seen a large number of locals calling into the 
church, some who are former regular attenders, and others who just want to come in and talk, 
groups from across the village are invited to take part. We would hope to draw people who were 
once active members back into the life of St Mark’s. Open weeks have included, Talents, Angels, ‘A 
Lifetime of Photography’ and ‘The Knitted Bible’. 
 
Historically we have had close links with local schools, though these have not been so strong 
recently, and we plan to look with our new priest for opportunities to build them up again.  The 
same is true in respect of young people’s organisations, and there are signs that Scouts and Guides 
would welcome more collaboration with us.  The Remembrance Day service regularly draws a large 
number of uniformed organisation members.  
 



Marske-by-the-Sea has a very active community with sports clubs (bowls and cricket), a successful 
football team, a branch of the Yorkshire Countrywomen’s Association, Marske Silver Band, Marske 
Fishermen’s Choir, Marske in Bloom and Marske Community Partnership.  There is also a leisure 
centre with halls for hire. 
 

Marske Hall, once the home of the Zetland family, is adjacent to the church.  Marske Hall is now a 
residential home with accommodation for 30 residents, all with multiple needs and facilities for day 
visitors.  
  
The ancient church of St Germain’s was situated 
close to the cliff top. All that remains is the tower 
which was left to be a landmark for the fishing 
boats. The churchyard is ‘closed’ but there is 
limited space for the burial of ashes. St Mark’s 
has the overall responsibility for the churchyard 
but the Council cuts the grass and maintains the 
old stone wall. A group of volunteers has set up 
the ‘Friends of St Germain’s’ and they keep the 
area tidy and check on the condition of grave 
stones. Work has recently been undertaken to 
stabilise the tower. 
 

Ideas and opportunities for the future 
 

Over  recent years the number of houses in the 
Parish has increased due to an estate of private 
houses on the outskirts of the village.  These 
estates have no shops or community centre, and 
because the geography of the estates is not so 
obviously focused on the heart of Marske, 
residents may not consider themselves as part of 
our community.  There is an opportunity to strengthen contacts with the people who live in these 
estates. 
 

Looking for a new priest 
 

St Mark’s is a friendly church with many loyal members.  We look for a Vicar who will encourage 
and nurture the existing membership. It is a priority for us that our new priest will lead us in 
growth.  We are aware that the average age of our membership is higher than that of the general 
village population, and we want to work with our new priest in order to strengthen links with the 
community, to be more effective in reaching younger adults and families, and to be more confident 
as advocates of Christian life and faith.  
 

What we can offer 
 
The members of the PCC look forward to working with a new incumbent. The vacancy has shown 
the spirit of St Mark’s. Teams have worked well together to enable Sunday Club, Messy Church and 
fund raising events to continue. We have our traditions but are ready to embrace new ideas as we 
seek to further the message of the Gospel in Marske. We look forward to supporting a new 



incumbent as he/she settles into the role, recognises the challenge of the church and leads us 
forward. 
 
The Vicarage at 6 Windy Hill Lane is only a short walk from the church and just opposite one of our 
Primary Schools. It is a detached house with study, sitting room and dining room.  It has five 
bedrooms and a long garden, which is being kept tidy by the family currently renting the building. It 
has recently had some improvements with replacement shower and new carpets. 
 
 
St Mark’s is a church that acknowledges its debt to the past — we have a great heritage of faith to 
celebrate here — but we are ready to embrace change and to move on to where God is taking us. 
 
 
 
 
We are part of the Diocese of York, led by the Archbishop, the Most Revd and Rt. Hon. Stephen 
Cottrell.  The Diocese is the Church of England from the Humber to the Tees and from the general 
area of the A1 and East Coast main railway line to the North Sea.  In the Diocese there are about 
450 parishes and 600 church buildings.  Our diocesan vision is to be The Diocesan Vision: Living 
Christ's Story.  This vision, refreshed in 2021, commits us to 
 
 Becoming more like Christ 
 Reaching people we currently don't 
 Growing churches of missionary disciples 
 Transforming our finances and structures 
  
You can read more about it at www.dioceseofyork.org.uk  
 
Our hope is that, under God, we shall be able to welcome a new priest to the parish, to build on the 
best of the past and to lead us into the next phase of our life, mission and growth. 
 
Could you be the person whom God is calling to be our new parish priest?  If you believe the 
answer may be ‘yes’, we hope that we shall hear from you. 
 
 

Thank you for reading our Parish Profile 
 

 

If you would like to have an informal conversation about this post, please contact  

 

The Bishop of Whitby, the Rt. Revd. Paul Ferguson | bishopofwhitby@yorkdiocese.org | 

01642 593273  

 

The Archdeacon of Cleveland, the Venerable Dr. Amanda Bloor | adcl@yorkdiocese.org | 

01642 706095. 
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