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Sutton Parish, St Helens  
Diocese of Liverpool 

Seeks a creative Team Rector. 
 

 
The Dream Sculpture Sutton Manor  

 

The Diocese of Liverpool wants to be a bigger church to make a bigger difference. We 

can become a bigger church through multiplying congregations; through creating 
new, fresh expressions of church; through working out in our context what it means 

to be Disciples of Christ.  
 

Being a bigger church is not enough. We want to make a bigger difference through 
our social action; through our relationships with the wider community; through being 

a meaningful presence in people lives. We want to encourage those who are hearing 
God’s call on their lives to explore their vocation. We do this because we want to 

better serve Christ and enable others to know him. 
 

Our bishops and clergy share this vision and want to see it worked out locally through 
strong devolved Deanery mission planning. We support those who want to make a 

difference in the service of Christ. 
 

  

Sutton Team Parish: ‘Living Faith-Loving Sutton’  
 

We are a living faith community in the heart of Sutton. We belong together as one, 
though we meet as three diverse church families in different locations- St. Michael 

and All Angels, St. Nicholas and All Saints, Sutton, St Helens.  
 

We are warm, courageous, faithful people who have big hearts and kind ways. We 
seek to follow Jesus, listen to him and learn from him. Prayer is central in all that we 

do. We worship in traditional and modern styles and appreciate our diversity. We love 
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and serve our community as best we can and want to find more ways of connecting 
with people of all ages who do not yet know how much God loves them.  

 
This is an exciting and challenging time to minister in Sutton. 

Three contrasting church styles in one parish and a new outreach 
initiative being developed, mixing the inherited with the 

innovative.  
 
                 
We seek a Team Rector to join the Sutton Team 

 
We are a diverse team who work 

well together, and our 
relationships are strong and 

supportive. Reverend Lynne Jackson is the Team 
Vicar who works in Sutton 

50% of the time with the 
established churches, and 

50% of the time developing 
new ways of sharing and 

nurturing faith within a new housing estate which crosses 
parish boundaries with Rainhill, who are our partners in this 

particular area of mission and ministry. 

Ann Griffiths is our Licensed Reader; she brings a wealth of experience as she has 
worshipped in Sutton Parish a long time. Ann runs our PramPusher babies and toddler 

group with amazing volunteers by her side. 
Lorraine Sheehan is our Parish Administrator; she is very efficient and is a friendly 

face whenever anyone calls into the office.  
 

Sutton is in the deanery of St Helens which is just 
beginning the Fit For Mission journey working 

towards becoming a larger parish focused on finding 
better ways to work together to introduce people to 

Jesus, deepen discipleship, develop new leaders and 
engage actively with more issues of justice. All three 

churches in the parish opted to be part of this 
journey as we see this is the only way forward for 

us to grow together in our faith as we love Sutton. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

This role will suit someone with a positive mindset and ‘can-do’ attitude.  
 

Broadly the following attributes would be welcome: 
• Good leadership skills 

• Good relationship building skills 
• Passion for people 

• Appreciative of diversity in all its forms 
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• Collaborative 
• Excellent communication skills with people of all ages, stages of life and faith.  

• Creative innovator 
• Enthusiastic and positive   

• Open to taking risks  
• Willing to fail and able to move on 

• Prayerful 
• Worshipful 

• Respectful of all traditions in church life  
• Enjoys a challenge 

 
 

More about the Parish 
 

The parish is in the town of St. Helens, Northwest England, and lies approximately 10 

and 20 miles respectively, as the crow flies, from Liverpool and Manchester. Although 

close to these two major cities St. Helens retains its own individuality. The town is well 

served by motorway, major roads and rail networks. Liverpool and Manchester airports 
are within easy reach of the town also. 

 

Sutton is situated on the south of the town and encompasses the localities of Sutton 

Manor, Clock Face, Marshalls Cross, Peasley Cross, Sutton Village and the New Bold 
Estate. The parish is predominantly residential, though there are small industrial and 

commercial areas. Over 23,000 of the town's 175,000 population live within the parish 
boundary. There is a very low ethnic mix, 97% of the residents are white British. In the 

last census 78% of the residents stated they were Christian, 15% had no religious 

beliefs and 6% gave no answer. 

According to the 2011 Census, the parish has significant levels of socio-economic 

deprivation, and out of the 12,559 parishes in the country it ranks 981st most deprived.  

(see www2.cuf.org.uk/parish/220195) 

Our Churches 
 

The three churches - St. Nicholas, All Saints and St. Michael and All Angels are a single 

parish team. Each church has a D.C.C responsible for the management for that church 
and each D.C.C appoints representatives to serve on the P.C.C. The strength of the 

Sutton Team is its diversity; each church respecting a different tradition - one 
evangelical with charismatic leanings, one middle choral and one a little higher. Each 

church values strong ecumenical links. We worship together monthly at the moment. 
Sutton parish is a rich place to learn and explore.  

 
The parish has a large number of occasional offices, in particular baptisms and funerals, 

whilst weddings are becoming more frequent post-covid. 
 

All the churches have extremely pressing developmental work in the area of families 
and children. The churches have significant financial pressures, coupled with ageing 

congregations, and we would welcome encouragement to expand our missional 
objectives. It is time for change and with Fit For Mission we are ready for change. 
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Our Partner Church in the new outreach ministry.  

St Ann’s Rainhill 
 

Rainhill parish is neighbouring to Sutton, and the ministry teams have been 
increasingly working and praying together in recent years.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

www:stannsparish.co.uk 
 

 
 

Present Joys and Challenges 
During the pandemic we did many things very 

differently, with services being recorded for our 
YouTube channel as well as worship at home in 

various forms, and using WhatsApp and zoom. We 
were pleased to open all three churches at the earliest 

opportunity for private prayer and then for gathered 
worship. 

In 2020 All Saints Church suffered a tragic fire which 

destroyed the altar and damaged the whole building 
with smoke. It reopened this year at Easter, and it is 

the emerging picture is of a church that has risen 
from the ashes of its past with a new vision and 

purpose, better served by a re-ordered building that we could never have been 
imagined or afforded. We do however have a condemned heating system which 

impacts on services in the colder weather. 
We recognize that we cannot continue as we have done in the past, and there is a 

need for creativity and innovation in our future mission and ministry.  
Come and lead us and work with us in this.  

 
 

Church Vision and Priorities 
 

We are excited about church and community life and our vision for living 

faith and loving Sutton, we see the future as full of possibilities – 
 

• Warmth of welcome and strength of faith in the churches. 
• Quality of relationships across the town with other church leaders and faith 

communities. 
• Numerous opportunities to share the love of Jesus. 
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• Three Churches with complementary styles and ways of expressing God’s love 
in their localities. 

• The churches working together and praying together regularly. 

• Many needs in the community that can be well served by the churches. 

We have been encouraged by words of scripture  

• "I will restore you to health and heal your wounds,’ declares the Lord"  Jer30:17 

• ‘See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 

Is.  43:19 
 

And words of prophecy prayed for Sutton 
• ‘God never does the same thing twice’ 

• ‘This work is not restoration, its revival’ 
• ‘God will always do more than you think, and he will surprise you’ 

• ‘You need to lay strong foundations’ 

• ‘You are mining for a new treasure- diamonds, not coal…’ 

 

What we offer 
 

• A place for innovation and thinking 
outside the box.  

• A creative role within the Fit For 
Mission remit. 

• A large, detached Rectory next door to 

St Michael’s and All Angels church.  
• Very good schools in the area 

including a wonderful primary school 
situated across the road from the 

vicarage.  
• An invitation to help bring the church 

to people presently far from it. 
• A place where there is a recognition 

that change is needed. 
 

YouTube: SuttonMinistryTeam 
 

www: suttonteam.org (soon to be relaunched and with united social media platforms) 
 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=jer+30:17

