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1. Introduction 
 

Dear Potential Applicant, 

The Diocese of Blackburn is passionate about the renewal of Parish life. Vision 2026 sets before the 
churches of Lancashire a profound belief in the power of the Gospel to transform lives and 
communities and expresses a firm commitment to maintaining clergy numbers and investing in the 
mission of the local church. We therefore seek clergy with a personal faith fiery enough to make new 
disciples for Christ, with a sincere commitment to the Parish as the heart of the church’s mission and 
with the resilience and courage to bring growth and renewal to local churches. We don’t want 
superheroes. Rather we are seeking authentic, prayerful priests of all traditions who share our 
passion for confident proclamation and generous service.   

Lancashire is a wonderful place to minister, without doubt the most diverse and beautiful county in 
England. We can therefore offer an extraordinary range of contexts for ministry: from areas of great 
opulence to the most income deprived communities in the UK, from remote countryside to densely 
populated former industrial communities and from brightly lit coastal towns to elegant university 
cities. 

We have the most wonderful and precious family of church schools (95% of our headteachers are 
practising Christians) which offers both an evangelistic opportunity and the best possible start for 
clergy children. 

People in Lancashire have high expectations of their priests who play a key role in the communities 
they serve. Ministry can therefore be hard work and so this is a Diocese which will offer all the 
support it can to its parish clergy. Bishops, Archdeacons, and Area Deans do their best to know their 
clergy well, we offer supportive programmes such as our new five year Start of Ministry Course and 
the Parish Renewal Programme and there are close friendships and strong networks between clergy 
of all traditions.  

We really hope you enjoy reading this profile and that it provides all the information you need. If this 
particular post does not feel quite right, please do get in touch about other parishes in the Diocese 
that are vacant. 

Most importantly of all, please be assured of our prayers as you discern the will of God for the next 
stage in your ministry.  

                                                                                      

Bishop of Burnley                                           Bishop of Lancaster 
The Rt Revd Philip North          The Rt Revd Dr Jill Duff 
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2. Diocesan Vision 
Vision 2026 is an agenda for growth and change agreed by the Blackburn Diocesan Synod in 2015. It 
challenges our parishes to be healthy churches that transform their communities as we look ahead to 
our diocesan centenary in 2026. It also lays out four ways in which this over-arching goal can be 
achieved: Making Disciples, Being Witnesses, Growing Leaders and Prioritising Children and Young 
People.  

All that we do as diocese is focussed on the delivery of Vision 2026. To make disciples we are raising 
levels of prayer, helping regular patterns of bible reading to be established and encouraging generous 
giving of time, talents, and treasures. To be witnesses, many parishes are setting up new local 
congregations at different times and in different places to reach out to new groups of people as well 
as showing God’s love in action through projects that meet a local human need. New leaders are 
emerging as we seek to enable and equip those God is raising up in our midst for lay and ordained 
ministry. And our focus on children and young people is enabling creative thinking to raise up a new 
generation for Jesus Christ. 

Over 85% of our parishes have a ‘Vision Champion’. This 
is usually a lay appointment and the Champions’ role is 
to encourage and support their parish leaders in 
pursuing the goals of Vision 2026 in a way that is 
appropriate for their local community.  

 

Vision Champions from different parishes meet to  
share ideas and pray together 

 

In the Diocese of Blackburn, we are inspired by confidence in the Gospel and are ambitious in our 
desire to make new disciples for Jesus Christ. We are committed to mutual flourishing, to maintaining 
clergy numbers and to investing in training for new curates. 

Through prayer we see the grace and power of God who can alone bring renewal and growth. Our 
Diocesan Vision Prayer is:  

“Heavenly Father, we embrace Your call for us to make disciples, to be witnesses, 
to grow leaders and to inspire children and young people.  

Give us eyes to see Your vision, ears to hear the prompting of Your Spirit  
and courage to follow in the footsteps of your Son, our Lord, and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen” 

 

You can find out more by visiting the Vision 2026 pages on our website: 
www.blackburn.anglican.org         

                                                                    Carolyn Barton, Director of Vision Delivery 
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3. We Look After You 
If you come to Blackburn Diocese we will look after you… 

 We have a great property department, who will do their best to ensure your house works for 
you and your family and is well maintained. 
 

 We encourage all clergy to take their full annual leave entitlement, and to use creatively the 
overtime we all put in to take an extra day off once each month, to enable you to have a 
midweek ‘weekend’ away. 
   

We have a beautiful diocesan retreat house 
in the grounds of a ruined Cistercian abbey, 
where clergy are welcome to have personal 
reading days without charge (bring your own 
lunch).  
 

Whalley Abbey Centre for Christian Discipleship 
       and Prayer 

 
 We encourage all parishes in vacancy to consider how they will ‘pastor’ and support their 

new priest. The diocese has an anti-bullying and anti-harassment policy. 
 

 We offer an Annual Conversation in which every licensed priest spends 90 mins with a 
Bishop or Archdeacon discussing ministry and wellbeing.  
 

 If you are looking for a spiritual director or a mentor, we have an excellent Warden of 
Spiritual Direction and have networks of people with whom we can put you in touch. 
 

 We are always looking for ways for clergy to mix apart from work – including reading weeks, 
regular hospitality, a cricket team, and a clergy walking group. Further suggestions are 
welcome.  
 

 We offer first incumbents a mentor and participation in our 5 year Start of Ministry 
Programme. 

 
Bishop Philip leads a clergy walk 
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4. Introducing the Fellside Team 
 

Jill Duff, the Bishop of Lancaster writes: 

Thank you for your interest in the post of Rector of the Fellside Team Ministry. When I minister in this 
team, my heart is always warmed by the discovery of hidden treasure.  

There are stellar lay leaders, rich opportunities for the gospel, five churches poised at the heart of 
village life, including ancient wells of worship over hundreds of years. Church buildings and parish halls 
are in good order. We are praying for a Rector to “lift the lid” on this hidden potential. To re-excavate 
the deep wells by prayer. To encourage and call out gifts in our leaders of all ages and stages, firing up 
the faith. To courageously make the most of the opportunities offered by these churches at the heart 
of village life, with our wonderful array of four schools and amazing head teachers of faith.  

You will find senior colleagues keen to back innovation, while drawing on the richness of the story so 
far. We are seeing surprising growth as clergy and lay leaders try out New Local Congregations to 
welcome newcomers into the church family. More people are moving into these parishes. We love to 
support new ideas for mission in semi-rural areas. Come and make your case. If that is not enough to 
tempt you, come and visit the amazing Lancashire countryside, with its rich network of warm homely 
relationships and see for yourself.  

When I recently met with all the PCCs together, the resonant heart-cry was for a strategic visionary 
Rector, who will encourage home-grown leaders to enable us to become hubs of our communities, 
vibrant church families, reaching all ages.  

My colleague David Picken has invested time with the Team over the last year, and I have asked him 
to introduce the Fellside Team Ministry. He is very open to informal phone conversations about the 
post should you discern God might be calling you to join us. David.Picken@Blackburn.Anglican.Org 

With my prayers for your discernment, 

+Jill 
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David Picken, the Archdeacon of Lancaster writes:  

“The Fellside Team Ministry has been in existence for over 20 years. It is rather like a multi-parish 
benefice of rural churches but with the additional consolidation of a formal team ministry structure. 
The staffing of the team has been a Team Rector and one Team Vicar, though until recently there was 
also a curate in the Team. 

The individual village communities that comprise the Team Ministry have reasonable relationships 
amongst themselves but do have largely separate identities. At one level that is not a surprise as they 
are distinct communities and deserve to be respected as such. That said, the future of the team will 
flourish with greater interaction between the villages and the sharing of resources. 

 At present although the clergy do work across the parishes, the Team Rector had primary 
responsibility for three of the villages (Goosnargh, Bleasdale, Barton) and the Team Vicar primary 
responsibility for Whitechapel and Bilsborrow. There are common liturgies for the Team and a range 
of common team policies on matters relating to baptism and weddings. 

Areas of greatest strength 

Schools ministry- there are three schools within the Team Ministry and there are strong links with the 
local church. Clergy regularly commit to being in school for collective worship and the local churches 
provide people to serve as governors. In some places local volunteers are also involved in the life of 
the school in several ways, including worship. There is scope for expanding this ministry and with the 
promise of support from the national church for rural areas there would be a significant argument for 
employing a schools minister alongside clergy and other lay ministry. 

There is a sense that this area of ministry, though strong, could be developed even more to enable 
new local congregations to thrive in the school setting in line with our diocesan vision.  

Attractive surroundings- The Fellside Team ministry is in some of the most beautiful countryside in 
the Diocese of Blackburn. This should not be underestimated. Even, in fact, especially to some extent, 
in a relatively remote community like Bleasdale many people visit the villages and communities of the 
Fellside Team for tourism and to enjoy the surrounding countryside. There are significant 
opportunities here to develop this aspect of ministry. Enhancing the existing welcome and hospitality 
which is offered is a significant possibility. 

 Committed congregations -the Fellside Team has several people who are very generous with their 
time and who make a significant investment into the ongoing life of the parish communities. Local 
people also invest in their church and at significant festivals numbers attending church significantly 
increase. Understanding and building well on this rural outlook will give substantial scope for engaging 
in the next generations of ministry and mission in the Team. 

 

Known challenges 

Growing new leaders- despite the commitment to the existing ministry of the parishes, there is still a 
sense that so much of the ministry is and should be done by clergy. This will be increasingly exposed 
in the years ahead unless action is taken. A key role for the next phase of life in the Fellside Team is to 
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grow a new generation of lay leaders who will take on responsibilities not just for administrative and 
governance tasks but also as worship leaders and people who continue to engage and support in 
outreach ministry to the communities. There are plenty of people who are in the congregations who 
could be encouraged to explore the expanding and flourishing Diocesan ALM programme for people 
who specialise as accredited ministers in key areas of church ministry but areas which are specialised. 
This will be fundamental to the future flourishing of the team and clergy working well together with 
lay leaders to enable church growth. 

Being Witnesses- several people in the team have expressed their awareness that in general terms 
there is a lack of confidence in helping people witness to their faith. Whilst ultimately this must be an 
activity of the Holy Spirit by the grace of God, it is clearly a priority for leadership in the team and for 
the new team rector. The encouragement here is that people are eager and willing and aware of the 
issue so enabling good context appropriate programmes to assist this should not be impossible.  

The Fellside Team Ministry has great potential to be an exemplar for rural ministry both in the diocese 
and beyond. The building blocks are there. There is a challenge for whoever comes to lead this team 
ministry but there are also huge opportunities. Community engagement is considerable and 
ownership of the local church significant. Building upon this and encouraging people to be more 
actively involved throughout the year will be a key part of the future of the team ministry. There is 
much to be hopeful about and confident in. The team does not just offer a good opportunity for 
somewhere to live in a very pleasant location. It also offers a real opportunity to grow church life in 
the Fellside and to engage well with some gifted and capable people to the glory of God.” 

 

In these following pages you will find an introduction to each of our churches and their schools in turn. 
We have lots to say but we’ve tried to limit ourselves to about six pages each.  
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St Lawrence Church Barton  
 
 

 
 

Brief History & Description 

It is believed there has been a place of worship on or very close to the site of the current 
church since 1577. The current building dates back from 1896 and supersedes a small chapel 
located immediately west of it. Built from sandstone in the gothic style, the church has a 
nave plus north and south aisles, a wide chancel, and a Lady Chapel. Music is provided by a 
fine Harrison organ and there are good acoustics. The church has a good sound system with 
a screen and projector which are used regularly. 

 

 

A Regimental Chapel, for the then 14th/20th Kings Hussars is 
positioned on the south-eastern aisle and was dedicated in the early 
1990s. The church still has links with the Regimental Association and 
a Columbarium for their use is located adjacent to the churchyard. 
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Our Parish Offers 

A church situated at the heart of a friendly village, with an opportunity to meet a wide range 
of residents. Barton village won Lancashire Best Kept Medium Sized Village 2021. Barton is a 
linear village with a number of new developments with houses sited on both sides of the A6, 
where there is an opportunity for outreach and mission. 

A church that is well maintained, the last Quinquennial Report was 2020 and the issues 
identified have almost been completed. During July/August 2022 the guttering will be re 
sealed and repainted.  

St Lawrence is up to date with Parish Share payments and no outstanding debts. 

We have an attractive church and churchyard maintained by a team of dedicated volunteers 
and awarded Runner –up in Lancashire Best Kept Village.  

Our church family 

The church has 126 on the electoral roll with an average attendance of 30 with between 5-8 
children attending regularly. Sunday Club has started again and runs on the first and second 
Sunday of the month which takes place in the Parish Room.  

Once a month on the third Wednesday there is a quiet BCP Communion service, which 
attracts 5-8 mainly retired folk. 

Messy Church runs on the third Friday evening in school, we have an enthusiastic group of 
parents, volunteers with clergy leading the worship. Being based in the school is an ideal 
setting to attract young people to experience a different aspect of church. The move to 
school was initiated by the lifting of restrictions following the pandemic, which has seen the 
numbers of children attending increasing from 8/10 to 18/25 – an inspired decision. The 
school plays an important part of church life and there are very close links between staff, 
church members and children 
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The organists are ‘shared’ and once they have finished at 
Barton, very often they make their way to Goosnargh.  

The church has been extended to the north-east, to 
provide a meeting room with toilet (suitable for the 
disabled) and good kitchen facilities in (2008). The 
church was fully decorated throughout in (2015) and the 
latest addition is a children’s quiet play area has been developed to encourage families with 
young children to attend services, this was completed June 2022. Young people are our 
lifeline, and it is essential that they are encouraged to actively participate in services, whilst 
retaining our traditional worshippers. 

There is a wide variety of people on the PCC with a range of good skills and are involved in 
one or more aspects of church life from maintenance of the church and church yard to 
pastoral visiting.  

We have a very active social and fundraising group with a variety of functions throughout 
the year from Christmas Fair, Christmas Mix, Rose Queen, Afternoon Tea, Fashion Shows 
etc.  

The school participate regularly in services and are encouraged to do the readings and/or 
intercessions on the 3rd Sunday – Sunday Worship, as well as Education Sunday, Mothering 
Sunday, Harvest and Carol Concert. 

 The school use the church for their Nativity Play, Carol Concert and regular worship services 
are held during term time for the whole school and nursery. Members of the clergy go into 
school for assemblies and for confirmation classes. 

Refreshments are served following the Sunday Service, most of the congregation stay to 
catch up with village folk. The church also collects for the food bank and the school also 
collect, then it is taken down to the Salvation Army in Preston. A couple of times during the 
year we hold a Sunday Brunch following the service with the proceeds going to charity. 
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Our School 

Our school vision statement reads: 

Learning together, rooted in God, pupils at St Lawrence Church of England Primary 
School are easy to distinguish by the personal qualities they present. They 
are happy, confident, articulate children with a love of learning and a sense 
of service, who recognise and celebrate their own individuality and that of other 
members of our community. They are generous, kind, and welcoming; they 
are forgiving and understand justice. With God by their side, they face the world 
with resilience, integrity, and joy. 

 
Set in the heart of Barton village, the school enjoys a 
strong partnership with St. Lawrence Church and a most 
positive reputation in the local community. The vicar is a 
school governor and leads collective worship in school 
once a week and a School Eucharist Service in church 
every half term. When the school was inspected in 2010, 
there were 73 pupils and just three classes. The school 
currently accommodates 190 pupils across seven classes. 
The significantly increased number of children on the 
school roll is testament to its on-going success. The 

school was judged to be outstanding in all areas at its last inspection and at all interim 
inspections conducted by Lancashire County Council since. The school sets itself challenging 
academic targets and our end of year 6 SATs results are consistently significantly above the 
local and national average. Behaviour is exemplary.  
 
The latest Diocesan (SIAMS) Inspection (July 2015) found that: - 

The Christian character of the school has a high profile and shapes the 
attitudes of the whole community. Exceptional relationships based on 
Christian compassion and trust enables everyone to feel valued and 
included. Values such as respect, friendship, reconciliation, forgiveness, and 
hope … make a significant impact on spiritual, moral, social, and cultural 
development. The school community regularly goes the extra mile to 
support families in need. Parents speak very highly of the way staff take 
time to show love and respect to meet the specific learning and behaviour 
needs of their children. Christian values have made a significant impact on 
shaping relationships and lives of pupils. 
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Barton is a linear village with no obvious centre. The school 
has become a community hub and is used by the church and 
school to enhance our community outreach. Members of the 
local community and the congregation of St Lawrence Church 
are regular visitors to school, volunteering their time to 
increase and improve the educational experience we offer our 
pupils, from extra-curricular activities, to listening to children 
read and assisting with choir practice. Prior to the pandemic, 
parishioners joined the singing group in school for their 

weekly singing practice and stayed for lunch with the children. This is something that we are 
looking to re-introduce in the new school year. The SIAMS inspection found that “There are 
excellent links with the local church and the whole community contributes fully to school life. 
This results in substantial benefits for both church and school. Parents and governors value the 
role played by the incumbent in the daily life of the school”. The vicar is a much-loved member of 
our school community.  
 

The school building is in excellent condition, having recently undergone a series 
of building developments, additional classrooms, improved admin areas and a 
sensory room. The children are taught in bright, airy, well-resourced classrooms 
and enjoy spacious grounds including an outdoor classroom, Multi Use Games 
Area (MUGA), a pond and wildlife area, a forest school area and an outdoor 
prayer space.  Barton Pre-school, a full-time nursery providing wrap-around care 
for children from the age of two, is located within the school grounds. The school 
and its grounds are also used by the local Brownie and Rainbow Groups, the WI 
Choir, Messy Church, and Myerscough Junior Football Development Club.  

 

How we Worship 

Parish Communion is at 10.00am every Sunday, on the third Sunday we have 
Sunday Worship, which is to encourage families to attend as there is no 
Communion. A Family Service with Communion is used when the school attend 
for Harvest, Mothering Sunday, this is a more family orientated service.  
Sunday Club (which commenced following Covid) is on the first and second 
Sunday of the month. Members of the congregation read the lesson and Gospel 
at most services; school are encouraged to do the Sunday Worship service.  
The WI Choir and Harris Band come and support the Harvest Praise Service and 
the Carol Concert. A very popular service with young families is the Christingle 
Service held on Christmas Eve. Successful fund-raising charity events have been co-hosted with 
the WI Choir and Harris and during the last year. 
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The Wider Community 

Barton Village Hall is situated on the A6 the complex is also home to Barton Bowling Club 
and Barton Tennis Club with excellent parking. The village hall is the venue for most of our 
fundraising events, as well as hosting our monthly Snack and Chat meetings on the fourth 
Thursday of every month. Snack and Chat commenced following the lifting of restrictions 
after Covid to meet the needs of people who felt isolated and lonely and has become a 
meeting place for residents and is run by parishioners.  

WI is held every month on the second Tuesday, offering a warm community welcome to old 
& new friends. It is a busy, friendly, and welcoming place where most weekends craft and 
antiques fairs are held 

Barton has three new developments (140) under construction, and a further two 
developments passed for 180 new houses; therefore, there is a tremendous opportunity for 
mission and outreach. 

 

 

    

 

 

Local Facilities 

Barton is situated equidistant between the busy market town of Garstang and the busy City 
of Preston and an excellent range of supermarkets within 4 miles.  
Whilst there are no shops in the village of Barton, there are a couple of retail food shops at 
Broughton and Bilsborrow and excellent farm shops close by. 
Garstang and Longridge have weekly outdoor markets on Thursday, whilst Broughton and 
Grimsargh host Farmers and Artisan Markets through the year. 
Archbishop Temple Church of England High School Fulwood (4 miles), Broughton High 
School is 1mile south and Garstang High School is 4miles to the north. Preston College is a 
Further Education College based in Fulwood (4 miles) and Newman College in the centre of 
Preston – a sixth form college. 
There is a wide range of eating out places around the Fellside, from pub food to fine dining. 
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St Hilda’s Church Bilsborrow 
 

 
 

Our Church - Past and Present 

Work began on the building of St Hilda’s Church in 1926, the result of a desire by Miss 
Salisbury of Myerscough Hall to build a church as a memorial to her mother’s family. A site 
of 3¾ acres was bought for the church, churchyard, and vicarage at a cost of £1,200. The 
church was designed in the Gothic Revival style by Henry Paley of Lancaster and built at a 
total cost of £11,490.7s 10d. (approximately £740,000 today). The foundation stone was laid 
by the Rt. Revd. William Temple, Bishop of Manchester, (later Archbishop of Canterbury), on 
8th April 1927. The church is constructed in stone with a slate roof. It was dedicated to St. 
Hilda on 21st September 1927.  
 

The tower houses a peal of eight bells cast in 1949 and installed in memory of the young 
men of the local parishes who lost their lives in the Second World War. They are rung each 
Sunday by an enthusiastic team and on special occasions. Our beautiful churchyard is 
faithfully maintained by our gardening team. It was judged runner-up as the Best Kept 
Churchyard for 2021 and is widely admired. 
Notable features inside the church are the carved, wooden pulpit decorated with carvings of 
vines and two stained glass windows by Shrigley and Hunt of Lancaster. The church has a 
two manual pipe organ built in 1938 by Wilkinson of Kendal. 

The southern end of the church has been re-modelled to provide a flexible space for use 
both by the church and community groups. A Community Room was added with a fully 
equipped kitchen and a toilet suitably equipped for disabled use. The area was dedicated in 
September 2015 and is now well used for fellowship after the morning service, for PCC and 
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other meetings, for the Patter and Natter Toddlers’ group and occasionally for children’s 
parties. 

The church building, to-day, is generally in good order. There is disabled access at each side 
of the building. Issues raised by the Quinquennial inspection in 2019 have been addressed. 
However, fundraising is currently underway to finance the replacement of the church roof. 
 
Our Church and its Community 
St Hilda’s is the parish church for the villages of Myerscough and Bilsborrow both of ancient 
origin. The latter is featured as Bilevurde in the Domesday Book. Perhaps once a sleepy 
village, Bilsborrow was not remote from national events. It is believed that Isaac Ambrose, 
Puritan divine and author, one of the King’s four preachers in Lancashire in 1631, ended his 
days here after being ejected from the established church for non-conformity. His name still 
lingers on properties along Bilsborrow Lane. John Wesley stayed at Brook House in 1775 and 
preached locally. 
To-day, this area has many of the features of modern life. The Barton Grange Garden Centre 
and the Flower Bowl entertainment complex bring in people from far and wide. The busy A6 
road passes through the village as does the west coast mainline, close by. It is estimated that 
approximately 50% of residents in the parish commute to work in Preston, Blackpool, or 
Lancaster. 
Yet the area remains essentially rural, surrounded by farmland and pasture. The Lancaster 
Canal, running beside the village, attracts many visitors to the boats moored along its banks 
as well as to walk and enjoy the scenery.  
Currently, there are no substantial housing developments in our parish.  
St Hilda’s is the only religious establishment situated in Bilsborrow although there is, within 
the parish, a small community of Inclusive Plymouth Brethren. They meet in a small, former 
Methodist chapel on Bilsborrow Lane.  Our local community includes John Cross CE Primary 
School and Myerscough College. Rev Garry Whittaker leads worship in school each week and 
is the voluntary chaplain to the College.  
 

                                                

 

 

Lancaster Canal at Bilsborrow 
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Our worship 

Revd. Garry Whittaker, our Team Vicar, is resident in the parish. There are 161 people on the 
Electoral Roll. 

We hope that we are a welcoming church to all who come through our doors. Regular 
services in church each Sunday take place at 11.00am. On the first and third Sundays there is 
a celebration of Holy Communion; the second is Sunday Worship and the fourth, All Age 
Worship. Our average, weekly attendance is between 30 and 40 parishioners, but we 
regularly welcome visitors.  

 Music is an important part of our worship, the congregation enjoying both traditional and 
modern hymns. We have a small, talented group providing music for worship on the fourth 
Sunday. Lay participation in worship is encouraged. A member of the congregation reads 
one of the lessons set for the day each Sunday. Clergy currently robe as required by the 
season and the service of the day. 

Special services through the year are often those involving children and families from our 
school – Harvest, Mothering Sunday, Education Sunday, the Christingle, and Crib Services. In 
addition, the children and staff from our school come to church at the beginning and end of 
each school year.  

The annual Plough Sunday Service in January with Bilsborrow Young Farmers has taken place 
at St Hilda’s for 70 years and recognises our appreciation and respect for our farming 
community.  

                  

 

 

The Annual Plough Service with Bilsborrow young Farmers 
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Our annual Christmas Carol Service, involving the Salvation Army Band, has proved very 
popular with parents and children. We have also enjoyed outdoor services such as our 
recent ‘Sports Sunday’ service. 

Whilst retaining our tradition of common worship, there is a willingness on the part of the 
PCC and members of the congregation to explore all new times and forms of worship with 
particular emphasis on encouraging lay participation and the attendance of young families. 

 

 

What we offer to the Wider Community 

The church is open every day for private prayer. Pastoral support is readily provided for 
those in need regardless of church attendance. Rev Garry is supported with this work by two 
lay assistants who also take out holy communion. 

We offer a range of activities through the week in which those in our wider community are 
welcome to participate, if interested, 

 Aspiring bellringers are welcome to come along to learn. Recently, students from the 
College have shown an interest 

School worship in Church 

Our outdoor ‘Sports Sunday’ worship  
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 The Gardening Club 
 Bites and Bible4 Today 
 Table Tennis 
 Art Group 
 Patter & Natter (Mother/Grandmother and Baby/Toddler Group) 
 A monthly Community Lunch which is very popular with older members of the 

congregation and community as well as those living alone. 

 

  
 
 Our programme of special events through the year was sadly curtailed by Covid in 2019. 

However, In June 2022, a ‘Last Night of the Proms’ concert in aid of the Parish Roof Appeal 
attracted a capacity audience from around the district.  A family ‘Harvest Hoe Down’ is 
planned for September to take place in the village hall. 

Our School: John Cross CE Primary School 

 
‘Believe and Achieve’ 

Jesus said, ‘If you can believe, all things are possible’ Mark 11, 23-24 

This small, happy, and caring school was founded here in 1718 by John Cross, a local 
gentleman ‘for the education of the poor children of Myerscough and Bilsborrow in reading, 
writing and the principles of the Christian religion according to the Church of England’. The 

 

Patter & Natter The monthly Lunch Club 
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schoolmaster was given the School Farm to run as payment for his teaching. A new school 
was built in 1873 along with a School House. The children of today are regularly reminded of 
John Cross not only for his gift of the school but also for his vision which remains at the 
heart of the school Vision, 

‘Following in the footsteps of our founder John Cross, we are committed to providing a 
loving, Christian family school based on mutual love, respect, and cooperation. A safe and 
stimulating learning environment will enable our pupils to believe and achieve now and, in the 
future,’. 

 

 

The distinctively Christian ethos of the school is 
embodied in its Collective Worship policy 
formulated in conjunction with Rev Garry who is 
also on the Governing Body of the School. 

‘Worship at John Cross is a special time for all 
children and staff to share our school Christian 

values and reflect on how we can live our lives to support one another and grow together. 

Worship themes are planned for the year and follow a Gospel theme each half term. The 
themes are explored further in class through RE lessons, Art, Music, and Drama. Children’s 
work, thoughts and reflections are displayed in class, the school hall, corridor displays, and in 
Church.  They are an essential part of our learning environment. Additional themes include 
special days in the Christian calendar and special events also add to collective worship’. 

In 2018, the school was inspected by Ofsted and judged to be ‘Good’. In September, there will 
be 74 pupils on roll.  

.      

 

The school celebrated its 300th anniversary in 2018 

The children cheer on a team of 
cyclists, including Charlie’s 

Dad, as they start their 
sponsored ride from John 

O’Groats to 
Lands’ End before embarking 
on their own sponsored run 

around the school field. 
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St Eadmer Admarsh in Bleasdale 

 

 

 

Introduction to the Parish of St. Eadmer, Admarsh in Bleasdale 

A Parish Church attended by a small faithful congregation, located in an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty in the Forest of Bowland. We offer an always open 
door for our many passing visitors, walkers, and seekers of peace in our stillness 
and silence, a varied community who are drawn together by the Church, The 
Parish Hall, and long-established connections to the area 
 

 
                   

St Eadmer’s place in the Fells 

The seasons are strongly demarcated in this area. 
Spring and summer bring an exceptional variety of 
bird and animal life, autumn and winter bring strong 
winds, frost and sometimes snow. Access to our 
remote church can, on rare occasions, be a challenge 
even for the most determined!  
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The Parish of St. Eadmer 

Situated 7 miles from both Garstang and Longridge, 15 miles from Preston and 14 miles from 
Lancaster, Bleasdale is a small community within easy access of many larger urban areas. 

Set at the foot of Parlick, Fairsnape and Hazelhurst Fells, Bleasdale is a very popular area with 
walkers looking to explore the surrounding moorland. 

Our church's "always open" policy invites any passing walkers to come in and experience the 
peace that we find here in rural seclusion.  Our Visitors book records the people who come 
into our church. It is encouraging to see the many signatures and comments about the 
peaceful, welcoming nature of the building and the beauty of the natural surroundings. 
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The Bleasdale Circle, about a kilometre’s walk from church, is a Bronze Age timber structure 
consisting of two circles set within one another.  It has been dated to approximately 1700BC.  
Shadrach Jackson and Thomas Kelsall discovered it in 1898.  Within the inner circle a grave 
was found with two urns containing charcoal and burnt human bones.  In one of the urns a 
very much smaller cup was found.  The contents of the grave were moved to the Harris 
Museum in Preston, where they remain today. 

 
 

There have been many theories on the origins of the circle, mainly centred on Pagan worship 
and the mid-summer sunrise coming up through a man-made dip in the Parlick to Fairsnape 
Fell ridge and hitting the middle of the circle, Stonehenge style!          

                                                                                             

Bleasdale Circle 
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The Parish Hall 

The Parish Hall is a civic building and does not belong to 
the Church.  However, it is used for many events for the 
Church, as well as for the wider community. It is also 
available for hire. 

The Hall is a modern, eco-friendly building, with a wood-
pellet heating system, solar cell water heating and a wind 
generator for producing its own electricity.  The Church 
currently uses the hall for its Harvest refreshments, 

Turkey Supper fundraising and for holding PCC meetings.  

Recently our Jubilee lunch party was held here for over 100 guests-a testaments to the 
friendly hospitality for which Bleasdale is renowned. 

                              

Bleasdale and its Community 

The population of Bleasdale is approximately 167 within 53 households.   

Once a predominantly farming community, Bleasdale now supports four or five farms, a 
reduction from the 27 that were once flourishing here. The challenges faced by the Farming 
Community are well known. The reduction in the numbers of farming families has led to fewer 
children growing up among the Bleasdale fells. As a result, Bleasdale School was closed in the 
summer of 2019, to the regret and sadness of everyone with connection to this much-loved 
school, the doors of which first opened in 1847.  

The Bleasdale Estate 

Bleasdale Tower, situated about three kilometres Northwest of the church is the family home 
of Mr and Mrs Duckworth, owners, and managers of the estate.  Most of the properties in the 
parish are tenanted farms or houses belonging to the estate, which also supports a working 
shoot and leisure opportunities for luxury Glamping. 

The family generously opens the Tower gardens to the public for a weekend in May, with 
proceeds split equally between the Church and the Parish Hall. The event is advertised across 
the Fellside and beyond, to include neighbouring market towns of Garstang and Longridge. It 
is a very popular, well supported, quintessentially English tradition, with vintage cars, a brass 
band, plant sales, barbecue, home-made teas and cakes and the beautiful gardens in full 
springtime glory.  
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Our Church of Saint Eadmer 

The church is located on the Bleasdale Estate, on an estate road leading up from Bleasdale 
Lane. A church is believed to have existed on the present site since 1577, but the current 
building was erected in 1835, extended first in 1897, then again in the 1920s.  The church is 
built in random sandstone with a pitched roof of Welsh slate, lancet windows in plain glass 
and a stained-glass window above the altar.  

Our unique dedication to St. Eadmer 

The Church in Bleasdale has a dedication which we believe is unique throughout the whole of 
the Christian world. 

                                                    

                                                   Our Congregation 

There are 35 on our electoral roll at present, over 90% of whom live outside the Parish. At St 
Eadmer we welcome everyone and always will. The congregation is a senior one with just a 
few exceptions. The atmosphere at church is relaxed, informal and friendly. 

We have a regular weekly attendance of around 12-15 at our 8.45am Sunday morning service, 
where we follow the Common Worship Parish Eucharist, with hymns provided by our 
electronic organ, the sound of which is based on the organ in York Minster. (If you believe that 
you’ll believe anything!) 

There is a rota for congregation members to read the lessons and we also have three chalice 
assistants to help with altar preparation and serving.  There is also flower, sides person and 
cleaning rotas where congregation members volunteer their time and their flowers to keep 
the church looking its best.  The churchyard is mown by willing volunteers. There has been a 
long tradition of the community serving the church in every imaginable practical way.  
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How we Worship 

 

Our Vision for the Future 

Bishop of Lancaster, Jill Duff, recently visited St Eadmers and took a service. Her enthusiasm 
for the old church in its rural paradise was inspirational. She described the place as having 
“deep spiritual wells”. Our small congregation take heart from this in the hope and 
expectation that the church can grow.  

There are challenges. The days of a permanently established local Bleasdale community, full 
of growing families, are gone. Many young people are building their careers and homes away 
from the land. Estate property needs to earn its keep and we are all fortunate that people 
from across the Northwest and beyond have sought the rural seclusion of Bleasdale in which 
to rent accommodation. Our church is always open, and we would like very much to welcome 
newcomers. We need to find new ways in which to make the church more central to the 
experience of life in the Fells. 

By no means all the original farming families were members of the Church of England. Across 
the community are Methodist, Catholic, and Congregational parishioners who worship locally. 
There’s a warm welcome anytime-as there is in many of our churches of whatever persuasion. 
Easter, Harvest and Christmas are the main attractions, naturally. If there is a key point, it 
must be that St Eadmers needs to enjoy a little growth, attract the young, stay open for 
posterity.  

We gather at 8.45am each Sunday for a sung Parish Eucharist.  

We enjoy special services throughout the church calendar, for 
which the church is decorated with themed flower 
arrangements and displays. Easter, Mothering Sunday, Harvest 
and Christmas are the outstanding examples and are always 
well attended by our friends from other parishes and from the 
wider community. 
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St Mary the Virgin, Goosnargh 
 

 
 
           
THE PARISH IS OFFERING 
 
St Mary’s Parish Church, Goosnargh, offers a Church at the heart of village life, serving both Goosnargh 
and Whittingham villages to which end it embraces the goals of the Diocesan ‘Vision 2026’. 
 
We have a supportive congregation which wishes to ensure there is an active church for future 
generations. In 2016 a major re-ordering scheme costing £322k was undertaken, which was a large 
leap of faith and demonstrates this ambition. There is a willingness to experience variations in the 
content of our regular services.   
 
THE VILLAGE 
 
Goosnargh is a village in the rural area 6 miles North of Preston, close to the Fells, and 3 miles east of 
the A6. The Parish is the second largest geographical parish in the country.  The beautiful Ribble Valley 
is also on the doorstep. Within the parish are a number of Public Houses, and in the village are a 
number of shops including a Chemist; General Store/Post Office and Off-License; Hairdressers, Chippy 
and Village Store. Nearby the Church is the Village Green with facilities for Football, Tennis, and a Play 
Area for young children. There is also the Whittingham Sports and Social Club, an active Women’s 
Institute, Mother and Toddler Group and Over 60’s Club.  The Village Hall was rebuilt in 1980, with 
seating room for over 150 people.  
 
The population of Goosnargh is increasing annually, with many new estates and properties recently 
built or granted planning permission, including the old Whittingham Hospital site, where over 600 
houses are in the process of being built.  Work on the Whittingham Hospital Development Site has 
started, and this may double our population. 
 
Our own Church of England Primary School is adjacent to the Church.  There is also a Roman Catholic 
Primary School on the outskirts of the village. 
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There is an hourly bus service to Preston and to Chipping via Longridge.   
 
Preston has City status and has the University of Central Lancashire in its midst – a most interesting 
Harris Museum, Art Gallery, and Library.  Preston Railway Station is on the main West Coast Line. 
 
Preston has two Sixth Form Colleges – Preston College and Cardinal Newman College.  There are six 
Secondary Schools situated north of the city-Archbishop Temple; Longridge High; Broughton High; 
Corpus Christi R.C. High. St. Cecilia’s R.C. High; Fulwood Academy. 
 
 
THE CHURCH BUILDING 
 
The Church originated in the 14th Century. Grade 11 Listed 
and in a good state of repair with a seating capacity of 380.  
There has recently been a major Re-Ordering Scheme 
embracing the North Aisle, Chancel Steps and Main 
Entrance.  
 
The redevelopment program, completed in 2017, now 
affords us facilities which include a part-glazed North aisle, 
furnished with tables and chairs, and used for Sunday Club, Messy church, meetings, and overspill 
seating for services etc. (see photo) which is also available for outside hire. 
  
The Bell Tower was complete in the 1550’s during the reign of Edward V1 and has 6 bells dating from 
1713 to 1743 – The bells are rung each Sunday half an hour before the morning service. There is a 
large glass screen in the ringing room which provide a full view of the inside of the church. 
 
The Tower Clock, erected in 1861, Re-winding is required every seven days. The Lady Chapel was 
reinstated in 1553 and contains the Tomb of Roger de Singleton dating from 1508/ 
 
New gas heating system throughout. Extended Chancel Step allowing space for choirs, bands, drama 
etc. New Audio/Projection System with drop down screen, projector, loop acoustics and with both 
handheld and lapel mics. Space in the North Isle for displays and at the back of church for 
refreshments and extra seating, with 75 stacking chairs available. Instead of a solid oak unwelcoming 
church door, we now have 2 glazed doors as you enter the church. 
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School in Church 

 
OUR WORSHIP PATTERN 
 
SUNDAY  
8.30. am –Communion worship – Eucharist 
11.15. am –Communion worship – Eucharist (the Hymn Book used is Mission Praise) 
11.15. am –4th Sunday in the Month – All Age Service 
6.30. pm -2nd Sunday only in the month being a Fellside Evensong, this has been temporarily 
suspended during the vacancy 
Following the 11.15am Sunday Service coffee and refreshments are served. 
 
THURSDAY  
Holy Communion at Bushell House 2.00pm. 
 
2nd TUESDAY of the MONTH at 11.00am. 
Purple Praise - This is a Fellside Team venture started some 7 years ago offering worship once a 
month, for those wrestling with old age, and for those growing old gracefully or disgracefully. There 
are refreshments first, followed by a short Communion service, taken by a member of the Clergy.   
 
 
Church affairs are run by a number of volunteers, wardens and deputy wardens, of whom there are 
four. These include bell ringers, Sunday Club, Messy Church, Chalice Assistants, Lectors and 
Intercessors, Sides persons and churchyard maintainers. 
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The development of All-Age Worship is important. 
We sadly no longer have a choir, and have now had to suspend the Music Group, which led the singing 
in church on the third Sunday of the month, due to losing the Group Leader. 
 
We have a set of Vestments bequeathed to us in memory of a much-loved member of our 
Congregation. 
 
We have a busy Branch of the Mothers Union and Flower Club. 
 
We have a hard-working group of men who look after the Church yard and fabric of the Church. 
 
There are 165 people on our Electoral Roll, 20% of whom live outside the Parish. 
St. Mary’s regularly pays in full its Parish Share and, while in common with many parishes following 
the pandemic faces financial challenges, currently has no debts. 
 
The Mission support includes – Overseas – link Parish of Ficksburg, (on the edge of the Free State 
and borders Lesotho), mainly from the M.U. and from the Church School.  Church Army, Christian 
Aid, Children’s Society, Bishop’s Harvest Appeal, Adoption Matters Northwest, Salvation Army Food 
Bank.  The Royal British Legion is supported also, as the Village War memorial is situated inside the 
Church. 
 
 
OUR COMMUNITY 
 
Adjacent to the Church is Bushell House – a charitable Retirement Home for the Elderly – where Holy 
Communion is celebrated each Thursday at 2.00pm. A member of the clergy is ex officio member of 
the Board of Trustees. 
 
Guild Lodge is a secure Mental Health Service Unit based within the grounds of Guild Park, 
Whittingham, and there is also Crystal House both visited only on a voluntary basis by the previous 
incumbent. 
 
St. Mary’s is a member of the Brock Valley Churches Together which is an ‘Ecumenical Group’ of 10 
churches.  Christian Denominations in the immediate Goosnargh area include – St Francis R.C. Church 
and School, Trinity Methodist Chapel, and The Brethren Meeting House. 
 
Our Church has a Primary School – Goosnargh Oliverson’s C of E Voluntary Aided School. 
Residents of our village are made up of – young families, Middle Ages- retired, professional, 
executive, manual, unemployed. The housing is 95% owner occupied at present.   
   

Our Village has a Whitsuntide Festival on the Saturday after Spring Bank Holiday to which the Clergy 
of all denominations are invited to attend and to join the procession as it parades around the Village.  

The Festival Queen is invited to lead prayers or read a lesson at our services of Thanksgiving for 
Bushell House Founders Day and at our Community Carol Service. 
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The origins of Goosnargh Oliverson’s School date back to 1673, however the oldest building still on 
the site was open in 1839 after being financed by a local landowner Richard Oliverson.  The school 
has a walled playground which is divided into a quiet garden area and an open play space and has 
spacious playing fields with an outlook to the north of Beacon Fell and the Bleasdale Fells. 

The School’s Head Teacher is Mrs. Helen Sant and she is supported by seven very experienced teaching 
staff.   The chair of Governors is Mrs. Sian Elcomb. 

There are seven classes and the number on the school roll is 197. Age range 2 -11. 

The Ofsted Report of 2019 stated that the school was a GOOD SCHOOL and that  
standards attained by the end of Year 6 were above average in English and Mathematics. 
 
Students are warmly welcomed to Goosnargh Oliverson’s School, where all children are encouraged 
to fulfil their potential in an exciting, loving and stimulating environment.  
  

Bellringers and parishioners about 
to join the Goosnargh and 
Whittingham Whitsuntide Festival 
Parade 
 

 

GOOSNARGH 
OLIVERSON’S 

Church of England Primary School 
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The Governors and Staff believe passionately in education. Children have access to a high-quality 
education in the National Curriculum subjects, together with a weekly carousel of activities for all 
age groups, which includes French, global citizenship, and yoga. All children are exposed to creative, 
sporting, and cultural opportunities, along with a rich diet of extra-curricular activities and class 
visits. The school is particularly proud of their drama provision with a large stage and professional 
lighting.  Year 6 pupils made a journey to Northern France and Belgium this summer, included in 
their destination was The Menin Gate Memorial in Ypres. The children visited a number of places to 
learn more about World War 1 Included in their trip was a visit to Bruges. They were able to practice 
their French and had lots of fun. 
 
The school has very close links with St Mary’s Church and the local community and holds a regular 
service each Friday plus Communion Service each term in Church. As part of the Fellside Ministry 
they also have close working relationships with the family of schools, planning their worship 
together. Their Christian values pervade all areas of school life. 
  
The teachers know their children inside out, and use this knowledge to motivate, encourage and care 
for them throughout their time at the school. They have a learning mentor who is there for our 
children’s emotional and academic wellbeing.  
  
Pupil attainment is consistently high at the end of each Key Stage and children are tracked throughout 
their time at school, to maximize potential and eliminate any under-achievement. 
 
The school has a strong sense of family involvement, borne of daily worship and the close relationships 
they have with the children’s parents. They have an "open-door" policy, and many parents help in 
school on a regular basis. Parents are sent weekly newsletters to keep them involved with events and 
achievements in school, and all parents are welcome to share the weekly celebration assemblies on 
Friday afternoons. In addition, parents receive termly curriculum letters and targets for their children 
which detail both the work being done in school and help which can be given at home. On a monthly 
basis, classes present assemblies in Church; parents are invited to these, along with Christmas, Spring 
and Summer Drama performances, Sports Days, Parents’ evening, and Open nights.  
 
Most of the children start school in Ollie’s, pre -school education, (the nursery and full day care unit) 
from aged 2 years. They have wrap around care on site, providing before and after school care. 
 
The schools aim for the children is that they are prepared, not just academically, but morally, 
Spiritually and physically and that they will enjoy every minute of their primary schooling 
  

It is very evident that the Teaching Staff are very proud of their school and their collective 
achievements.  
 
On leaving Oliverson’s for Secondary Education, pupils transfer to a variety of local high schools – 
Archbishop Temple C of E High School, Broughton High School, Longridge High School, St Cecilia’s R.C. 
Technology College, Lancaster Grammar School. 
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St. James, Whitechapel 

 
       

Palm Sunday (with Pony)    
                           
      

Brief History and Description  

St James’ Church, Whitechapel was built originally as a private chapel for the Threlfall family, who 
resided at nearby Ashes Farm. The date of its foundation is unknown but there was certainly a Church in 
Whitechapel in Elizabethan times.   

 The church was rebuilt in 1738 and enlarged in 1818. It was restored, renovated, and enlarged again in 
1891. In 1994 a new Church Room was added, and a further extension was built in 2003.  
  The church is constructed in coursed, pitch faced grit stone with a Westmorland green slated roof.  
   

The Church is dedicated to Saint James the Apostle, the patron saint of Pilgrims.  
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Our Parish 

Our Parish offers: -  
An area to work in that has been designated as that of outstanding natural beauty.   
 
We have an attractive church and churchyard maintained by a team of dedicated volunteers. We were 
awarded Best Kept Churchyard in 2021.  
 
 A monthly Fellside magazine is produced by the team, covering community as well as church activities 
both within St James and the surrounding Fellside Team churches, providing the opportunity to offer 
regular mission through the written word. 
 
A group of enthusiastic leaders work with a small group of young people in Messy Church/Sunday Club.  
   
A group of active church members prepared to work in mission and outreach, with a vision for growth.  
  
Rural pursuits such as fell walking, fishing, golf and all the usual pastimes of the countryside abound and 
are all within the parish  
   
An active social community with a village hall that hosts regular activities, a sports hall, bowling green, 
drama group, and Women’s Institute. Alongside the village hall is an all-weather multi-use games area 
(MUGA) which is available for the community to use.  
 
 Beacon Fell Country Park overlooks us, with an information centre and walks with stunning panoramic 
views from the summit of Beacon Fell. Excellent for dog walking or just enjoying the beautiful countryside.    
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 Our church  
   
The church has an electoral roll of 147 people with an average attendance on a Sunday morning is 30 / 40 
including children.  
   
 There is midweek service on a Wednesday morning of some 7/10 mainly retired people.  
  
The building itself has been extended in 1995 and again in 2003 to provide space for meetings, Sunday 
Club, study courses and community use. There is a large well-equipped kitchen and toilet facilities. Central 
heating is provided via an oil-fired boiler  
  
The church is in a reasonable state of repair. There is currently some remedial work to the roof and 
internal decoration in progress.  
  
Access for people with ambulatory disabilities is catered for by the deployment of two portable ramps at 
the church entrance.  
   
The Church has a small, active choir and well supported Mother’s Union alongside community groups 
such as the art group, a patchwork class and the drama group regularly use the ancillary rooms.  
  
We are fortunate to have a loyal team of organists who play on a rota basis.  
   
We would like to expand work with young people and to encourage them to take an active part in 
worship whilst still retaining our common worship services within our central tradition.  
   
Alongside an active PCC, most members of St James’ have an active involvement in one or more 
aspects of its life, whether that is about the worship, pastoral visiting, the maintenance, or our many 
social activities.  
  

  

  
    
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  

  St. James’   Church    
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Every October a Harvest Lunch is held with organisation and catering provided by a group of 
Parishioners. Similarly, the traditional Roper Party takes place every November for the local school 
children.  
  
Coffee and a second-hand bookshop are available after services. We also act as a collection point for 
the local Food Bank.   
   
St James’ has an excellent highspeed broadband connection, with fibre directly to the premises.  
  
Although our local primary school is not a church school, the children and staff come at festival times, 
Harvest and Christmas. They hold their own service which is attended by our clergy and wardens. They 
also take part in the Education Sunday service.   
   
   
Comments in our visitor’s book state that some people have a deep sense of peace when they visit St 
James’ and newcomers find us very welcoming.  
  

 
 
 How we Worship  

 We worship at 9.45am each Sunday. Most weeks this is a sung Parish Eucharist, but on the 4th 
Sunday each month we have Sunday Worship, a more informal service for all ages without 
Communion. This is aimed at encouraging families with young children to join us. Messy 
Church/Sunday Club is held on the 2nd Sunday of the month.    
   
Holy Communion 9.45am each Wednesday is a said service.   

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Messy Church visit 
Barton Grange  
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Parishioners read the 1st lesson and do the intercessions at most services. Parishioners are also 
encouraged to take part in joint services held across the Fellside Team.  
  
During the first lockdown caused by the Covid virus, our services were provided online, which continued 
until recently for those unable to attend church for various reasons. We also have a very active WhatsApp 
presence for Church and Messy Church/Sunday Club.   
  
For many years our Patronal service has taken place outside, weather permitting, and the music is 
provided by Pilling Silver Band. The service, of course, commences with tea and cakes!  
  

 

The Wider Community  

   
The parish lies some three miles to the north of the village of Goosnargh and three miles east of the 
small town of Longridge. The scattered parish of Bleasdale lies about 4 miles to the northwest with 
the villages of Barton and Bilsborrow approximately 5 miles to the southwest, on the A6 corridor. 
The town of Garstang lies eight miles to the northwest and is situated alongside the A6 trunk road. 
Chipping village, roughly five miles to the northeast is a stone built historic village beyond which is 
the Forest of Bowland.  
  

Local facilities  
   

A wide variety of shops and supermarkets are located in Longridge and Garstang where there are 
also doctors and dentists’ surgeries, pubs, restaurants, banks and building societies. Garstang 
boasts a weekly market and a swimming pool.  
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Patronal Festival 
with Pilling Silver 
Band and Cake!!   
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The hamlet of Inglewhite lies one mile to the southeast and whilst technically within the Parish of 
Goosnargh, because of its proximity the Anglican population generally worship at Whitechapel. The 
Green Man at Inglewhite, the Cross Key, opposite church, and the Horns Inn on Inglewhite Road, 
are the pubs in the immediate vicinity serving food of good quality at varying prices.   
  
There is an active Congregational Church in Inglewhite and the Roman Catholic Church of St Francis, 
Hill Chapel in Horns Lane, Goosnargh some two miles to the east of the church.  
   
There is no bus service in Whitechapel, but taxi services are provided to take children to secondary 
school. Parking for church is provided in front of the church and on our car park.   
  
The Village Hall, as well as the main hall, has a sports hall, snooker room, table tennis and a bowling 
green. There are many active social groups, and the hall is available for church use by arrangement. 
The hall is often used for refreshments following a funeral, for Harvest lunch and for the occasional 
Deanery Synod meeting. The hall is also available for private hire for social functions by 
arrangement.  

 

View from the church Beacon room   
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Attendance Figures 

St Lawrence Barton 
 
Electoral Roll 
Year 2021 
Number 161 
Age Profile of the Church 
0-17 4 
18-69 Not available 
70+ Not available 
Occasional Offices, Celebrations, etc 
Bapstisms 3 
Weddings  
Confirmation  
Funerals 10 
Normal weekly attendance Adult  : 30-40 

Under 16 : 4 
Festivals 
Easter Communicants : 37 

Attendance : 39 
Christmas Communicants : 29 

Attendance : 30 
 

 

 

St Eadmer’s Bleasdale 
 
Occasional Offices, Celebrations, etc 
Bapstisms 2 
Weddings 0 
Confirmation  
Funerals 1 

Ashes : 1 
Festivals 
Easter Communicants : 17 
Christmas Communicants : 30 
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St Hilda Bilsborrow 
 
Electoral Roll 
Year 2022 
Number 165 
  
Age Profile of the Church 
0-17 5 
18-69 6 
70+ 27 
Occasional Offices, Celebrations, etc 
Bapstisms 10 
Weddings 9 
Confirmation Adult : 1 

Under 16 : 13 
Funerals In church: 8 

Crematorium : 7 
Normal weekly attendance Adult  : 34 

Under 16 : 4 
Festivals 
Easter Communicants : 60 

Attendance : 66 
Christmas Communicants : 64 

Attendance : 65 
 

 

 

St James Whitechapel 
 
Occasional Offices, Celebrations, etc 
Bapstisms 5 
Weddings 0 
Confirmation  
Funerals 8 
Festivals 
Easter Communicants : 62 
Christmas Communicants : 33 
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St Mary Goosnargh 
 
Electoral Roll 
Year 2022 
Number 165 
Age Profile of the Church 
0-17 5 
18-69 6 
70+ 27 
Occasional Offices, Celebrations, etc 
Baptisms 10 
Weddings 9 
Confirmation Adults : 1 

Under 16 : 13 
Funerals Church : 8 

Crematorium : 7 
Normal weekly attendance Adult  : 34 

Under 16 : 4 
Festivals 
Easter Communicants : 60 

Attendance : 66 
Christmas Communicants : 64 

Attendance : 65 
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5. The Fellside Team Ministry 
 

The Fellside Team came together in 2001, consisting of St. Lawrence: Barton. St Eadmer: Bleasdale. 

St Hilda: Bilsborrow. St Mary: Goosnargh and St James: Whitechapel. 

Each church is independent with their own PCC with a Fellside Team Council that meets three times 
a year. 

We come together at times of the year: for example a Lent Course, Service of Light, Charity Carol 
Concert (held at Barton Grange Garden Centre) When there is a 5th Sunday in the month there is just 
one service for The Fellside, taking place on rotation around the Team. Purple Praise takes place 
monthly at Goosnargh, serving the whole team. It is aimed at those with dementia and their carers.  

Other recent events have been “WHY” held in The Grapes pub at Goosnargh when subjects such as, 
Forgiveness, Suffering and Bereavement have been discussed following a meal together. We have 
also run an Alpha Course in the past.  

Last year to celebrate the Teams 20th anniversary a pilgrimage took place during a week in July with 
walks to the various churches followed by a service and food. This was a source of joy around the 
Team as Covid restrictions had eased and people could mingle with each other and enjoy fellowship 
over food once more. 

During Covid, a Fellside YouTube channel was formed, and services/reflections recorded each week. 
Email groups were put together for the electoral rolls of each church and a weekly email sent out 
with news of what was going on, plus a WhatsApp Group. The Fellside Focus monthly magazines 
contains general Fellside news 

In 2020 an Administrator was appointed. The hours vary each week dependent on what is going on, 
some weeks are busier than others.  

All Clergy expenses will be paid in full.  

All five churches pay parish share in full. 

  



                                                 
 
 

44 
 

 

The Vicarage  
 

The Vicarage is a double fronted 
Victorian building situated close to 
Goosnargh Village green on a 
country lane, approximately 300 
yards from St. Mary’s Church and 
Oliversons’ C of E Primary School.  

It has 4 bedrooms; one bathroom 
with bath, shower and toilet; a second bathroom with shower and toilet; kitchen, dining 
room, lounge, study/office and downstairs toilet. The property has gas central heating and 
broadband connections. 

There is a single garage and ample parking for 8 cars. There is a large rear garden with 
greenhouse and garden shed. 
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6. Person Specification 
 
We are praying for: 
 

 A person of vision and strategy to enable our church communities to grow in numbers and 
spiritual strength and to assist the fulfilment of the Diocesan Vision 2026. 

 
 An inspirational leader and teacher, grounded in the Scriptures, with vision for encouraging 

families, teenagers and children in their journey of faith through our churches and schools. 
 

 Someone with wisdom and discernment to encourage lay people to recognise and develop 
their gifts and help into leadership roles. 

 
 Comfortable with the management demands of a multi-parish team, with good technology 

and social media communication skills. 
 

 Respecting and appreciating diverse groups, able to make and develop good relationships. 
 

 Adaptable, innovative, and forward thinking with strength of character and resilience, 
enthusiastic with a good sense of humour. 

 
 Comfortable with contemporary and traditional styles of worship, music, and a variety of 

theological views within the churches. 
 

 Someone who will help realise our potential and love our rural parishes 
  
In return you can expect support and generosity of spirit from a committed group of Christians. 
 

  


