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Brandesburton 

 

Thank you for considering applying for this post. We hope the following pages 

will breathe a little life into the formal statistics of the parish “profile”, and give 

a bit more insight into who we are, what we do and how we hope and pray 

that this new benefice will tick. We are looking for someone with prayerful 

thought and cheerful resolve, who will walk alongside us as we progress into 

the future as this newly re-instated benefice.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Greetings in Christ’s name! 

    

Thank you for prayerfully discerning God’s 
calling to the benefice of St Mary’s 
Brandesburton and Holy Trinity Leven, and 
to the East Riding Archdeaconry in the 
Diocese of York. We trust this profile will 
begin to give you an understanding of the 
churches and their two villages, but above 
all, we welcome you to come and meet us 
here! 
 

This post has become available at a very 
significant time in the life of the Diocese. 
We have committed together in Living  

Christ’s Story to being people who tell the story of Jesus’ life death and resurrection and 

who also tell the continuing story of what Jesus has done through his church, which includes 

what Jesus has done and continues to do through each of our own lives. These are times 

that require us to be simple, humble and bold. 

To make the vision of Living Christ’s Story a reality, our diocesan goals are: 

 Becoming more like Christ 

 Reaching people we currently don’t 

 Growing churches of missionary disciples 

 Transforming our finances and structures 

You can explore this vision and our commitment to this journey on our Diocesan website. 

As their part in this journey, the Deanery of North Holderness have been bold in their vision 

as they seek encourage growth and deeper collaboration. As you’ll read later in the Profile, 

they have concluded that breaking up a previous plurality of benefices and creating a post 

which receives a 0.5 stipend is likely to enable a more effective ministry. They are also 

intentionally developing collaborative ministry across the deanery by creating two ‘mission 

communities’. We have a sense that God has great plans for the deanery and we’re praying 

for God to call the person of his choice to contribute to their fulfilment. 

As a Diocese we pray together the prayer of Teresa of Avilia, “Lord, what do you want from 

me?” This is our prayer for Living Christ’s Story. We pray this prayer particularly for you in 

this time of discernment. We hope that you will hear Christ’s call clearly and we look 

forward to prayerfully sharing this discernment with you.   

Please do take up the invitation to have a phone call with Archdeacon Andy Broom (01482 

881659) as you explore further and discern this call. 

With our prayers, 

+Eleanor 

 



North Holderness Deanery 2023 

Developing ministry and spirituality through trust and respect 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
North Holderness is a small, rural and coastal Deanery with a history of mutual support and 
prayerfulness. All deaneries are unique, but we might be forgiven for thinking that North 
Holderness has a certain uniqueness, if only for the fact that we have the fastest eroding 
coastline in the East of England and therefore becoming smaller year on year!  
At end of 2021 we were a Deanery of 22 churches in 4 benefices (3 FT incumbents & 1 HfD). 
We also have a Deanery priest (HfD) based in Brandesburton – her role is to cover leave, 
support during vacancies and help in school’s ministry.  

At the moment we have 2 retired priests who minister in their own benefice and two 

Readers (1 with PTO) who mainly minister in their own parishes. Also a permanent Deacon 

with PTO who ministers in her own benefice but also as Area Dean across the whole 

Deanery. 

Three of our benefices have RPAs (Recognised Parish Assistants) as Leaders of Worship or 

Pastoral care Visitors. 

 

 

 

 

 

St Bartholomew 

 

All Saints, Mapple 

 

St Giles, Goxhill 

 

St Nicholas, Hornsea 

 

St Lawrence, Atwick 

 

St Nicholas, Dunnington 

 
 

All Saints, Skipsea 

 

St James of Compostella 

 
  

All Saints, Rise 

 

St Margaret, L Riston 

 

St Lawrence, Siggy 

 

St Michael, Catwick 

 

Holy Trinity, Leven 

 

St Mary, Brandes 

 

St John the 

Baptist,Bewholme

 

St Elgin. N Frod 

 

St Andrew, Foston 

 

St Leonard, Beeford 

 

St Alban, Withern 

 

St Mary, Swine 

 

St Augustine, Skirlaugh 

 

St James, Ellerby 

 

Benefices: 

Beeford, Frodingham & Foston 

with Lissett & Dunington. 

Leven with Brandesburton 

Hornsea with Skipsea & Atwick 

Skirlaugh with L Riston, Catwick, 

Sigglesthorne, Bewholme Rise, 

Swine & Ellerby  

Aldbrough, Mappleton, 

Withernwick & Goxhill. 



Our exciting plans for the future, part of the ‘Living Christ’s Story’ initiative, have included 
‘uncoupling’ the two benefices which have been held in plurality since 2010 (Beeford w 
Frodingham & Foston) and (Brandesburton & Leven) to make two separate benefices with a 
HfD and a half time minister.  

It is envisaged that when the present Deanery Priest retires the Deanery will not be able to 
afford this post and regrettably the post will cease. 

We also plan to create two ‘Mission Communities’: 

 North Holderness Coastal comprising the benefices of Hornsea & Aldbrough 

 North Holderness Rural comprising the benefice of Skirlaugh with the newly formed 
benefices of Beeford & Brandesburton with Leven. 
 

This will allow a greater sharing of ministry and other resources across the benefice 
boundaries thus fostering greater mission opportunities in what are often poorly resourced 
villages.  
We already have a history of sharing across our Deanery and to develop this further our 
plan includes building on the already very successful biennial Deanery Lent Group, Deanery 
Songs of Praise and open Deanery Synod meetings with invited speakers by making more 
use of the opportunity to promote other activities across our Deanery. We have expressed 
the importance of girding all our plans in prayer and to this end we are developing and 
growing our prayer groups and study groups. 

As a Deanery we are excited by the proposed plans and we are looking forward to having 
ministers in place to make all of this as beneficial as possible. Our Deanery is looking for 
incumbents with complementary skills to fill the vacancies in the benefice to enable the 
Mission Communities to function in a spirit of sharing across the benefices and our Deanery. 

 

 

 

Revd Shirley Hebden, Area Dean of North Holderness 

 

 

 

 

 



The Benefice of Brandesburton & Leven 
We are delighted to welcome you to this profile for the post of Rector (0.5FTE) for the 

Benefice of Brandesburton and Leven. There are two churches within this newly reinstated 

benefice, Holy Trinity church in Leven and St Mary’s in the neighbouring village of 

Brandesburton. 

Leven and Brandesburton are attractive villages, situated in rural East Yorkshire and with 

good local amenities.  

In nearby Beverley there is a cinema, theatre, leisure centre with swimming pool and also an 

abundance of places to eat and shop.  Hull and York both have further cinemas and 

theatres. The small town of Hornsea only 6 miles away has a good Leisure Centre and 

Hornsea Mere is Yorkshire’s largest fresh water lake.  

The local NHS surgery with pharmacy is situated in Leven with a community hospital in 

Beverley and larger hospitals in Hull and Bridlington. 

There are walks from the doorstep and the beautiful Yorkshire Wolds are on the doorstep 

with the Yorkshire Moors are only a few miles further to the north.  The nearby coastline 

offers sandy beaches with the chalk cliffs of Flamborough and Bempton just to the north.  

The area offers wide open spaces, broad skies and a great quality of life. 

 

Activities across the benefice: 

 House group - A benefice Fellowship group meets every fortnight at Leven. Over the last 

15 years we have studied The Pilgrim Course, books by Christian writers e.g. Paula 

Gooder & John Pritchard, Bible study - The Psalms, The Acts of the Apostles, The epistle 

of James etc. 

 Prayer Lunch - A recently formed benefice Prayer Lunch which meets once a month for 

an hour following Community Café in Leven. We eat lunch together and discuss the 

needs for prayer … and then pray about it. 

 In odd numbered years we have a biennial Lent Course; again we have studied a variety 

of texts over the years  

These groups encourage us to grow together in Christ, and support, serve and motivate one 

another in the Christian life. They give us the opportunity to get to know other members of 

the church family at a much deeper level than is ever possible on a Sunday. 

 

 

 

 

 



Support 

In the summer of 2022 we appointed a volunteer Wedding Secretary who lives in this 

benefice – at the moment she co-ordinates wedding planning across the 7 churches of the 

previous benefice and is willing to continue to do so.  

Anyone coming here can also expect good support from the parishes and the deanery team; 

you will also have the opportunity to be a part of growing and developing the new Mission 

Community in collaboration with two other benefices.  

At present the deanery has the services of a HfD Deanery priest (The Revd Susan Walker) 
who lives in The New Rectory in Brandesburton. Her role is 
to work across North Holderness to support the different 
benefices. 
Her part in the deanery team is to offer cover for illness and 
leave as well as vacancies. She has a ministry in some of our 
schools and has been involved with family-friendly activities 
in different churches. 
Although we do not expect the post to last beyond 
September 2024, Revd Susan is at the moment an integral 
part of the deanery team.  
Once the Deanery is fully staffed again in summer 2023 she will be on a rota across the 
deanery to support on a Sunday and is also available for occasional offices. During the 
vacancy she has been taking the weddings and some of the funerals. 
We pray that as the deanery becomes fully staffed again and the Mission Communities 
begin to grow together she will find roles to use her many talents. 

 

There is a Distinctive Deacon (The Revd Shirley Hebden) 
who is also the Area Dean who lives in one of the villages in 
the previous benefice of seven churches. We envisage that 
she will be licenced to both of the new benefices. Over the 
last 10 years she has taken services and occasional offices 
as well as leading the fellowship group through the current 
vacancy. She has also developed the prayer lunch and run 
quiet times. She hopes to continue this ministry and work 
closely with the new incumbents.  

 

We do hope that having read the profile you will consider applying for this post and if you 

feel you need more information, please ring Archdeacon Andy on 01482 881659, who is 

always happy to answer questions and fill out more than you will read here. 

 

 

 

 

 



Our new Minister – could this be you? 

We are looking for an outgoing and prayerful team leader in our parishes who will work 

closely with our present ministry teams but also someone who will bring their own 

particular skills to complement the wider deanery team. However we are also looking for a 

spiritual leader to nurture and engage with those on the periphery of our churches. 

We don’t expect you to be able to solve all our problems overnight. Instead, we are excited 

to find out what interests, skills and experience you could bring to the post. We are looking 

for a person of God, who will, on the one hand, pray with us and for us and, on the other, be 

prepared to roll up their sleeves and get cracking!  Could you be someone who could, with 

love and passion, help grow our faith and share it with those amongst whom we live?   

For our part we will support you, within the limits of a part time post, with appropriate 

expenses, recognised non-working days, churches committed to paying and increasing their 

generous Free Will Offer, cooperative PCCs, well maintained church buildings and 

churchyards and a modern vicarage. 

We are looking for someone who feels called by God to serve alongside us. 

Leadership and Faith: 

 Someone who has a clear and deeply rooted faith, secure and confident in their spiritual 

life, with the gifts to communicate their faith in a relevant and compassionate way.  

 Able to access appropriate resources to sustain and refresh their own faith and spiritual 

life and practising good self-care (spiritually) 

 Skilled at managing change, able to apply situational leadership to a variety of contexts.   

 Committed to praying for the church, alone and with others, to discern what God is 

calling us to do.  

 A willingness to encourage, develop and enable the leadership of others within the 

church.  

 Able and willing to encourage outreach to younger people 

 A desire to work with schools 

 

Teaching: 

 Personally committed to preaching and teaching the doctrine of the Church of England.  

 Able to promote the teaching of the faith through small groups and individual study. 

Practical: 

 an effective communicator and a strong team player. 

 Competent at personal and parochial administration.  

 Someone who is able to initiate changes with care and understanding  

 An understanding of life in a village community and the role of the church within it.  

 Skilled at prioritising and managing workload. 



 The Rectory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Rectory is close to the centre of Leven village on West Street, less than half a mile from 
the church. 
 
The property is double glazed and has gas central heating; it has a lounge with French doors 
to the garden, dining room, study, fitted kitchen, W/C, utility room and boiler room. 
Upstairs there are 4 bedrooms (3 double & 1 single) and a family bathroom with separate 
shower cubicle. 
There are gardens to front and rear, a single garage and parking for several vehicles. 
The gardens overlook open fields to the rear. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Holy Trinity, Leven – The Parish & the Village 

 

Our parish covers an area of around 1 sq mile in 2 separate locations. It covers the village of 

Leven and also the hamlet of Hempholme which is separated from Leven village by the 

parish of Brandesburton. 

The population in 2011 was around 2500, however there has been further housing 

development since that date. 

Leven is an active village community with many activities for all ages. There is a quarterly 

village magazine delivered free to every household, ‘Leven Life’. The church has some input 

and is a vehicle for the incumbent to share ideas, thoughts, plans etc. 

The Sports Hall is on the northern edge of the village and caters for: 

Preschool which meets every day 

Bowls 

Badminton 

Karate 

Cricket  

Football 

 

There is a flourishing Scout group which meets regularly and always participates in the 

Remembrance service at the war memorial. During lockdown the Deacon contributed to a 

Zoom session towards their Faith badge.  

Within the village there are many amenities: Doctors’ surgery, library and an hourly bus 

service going directly to the local towns of Hornsea, Beverley and Hull as well as Castle Hill 

hospital and Hessle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are also the usual shops: Convenience store with post office, Butcher & deli, weekly 

fruit and veg outdoor stall, 2 pubs serving meals, a fish and chip takeaway, 

hairdresser/barber and a fuel station with convenience store 

The library in the rec hall

 

Recreation Hall

 

Doctors surgery & pharmacy

 

The Sports Hall

 



The village has held an annual Summer Village Festival with floats at which village 

organisations have their own stalls.  

Holy Trinity has regularly joined this. However there are discussions around the future of 

this event and it may be that Holy Trinity hosts a similar event in the future. 

 

The Leven & Brandesburton Horticultural Society 

hold their produce show in Leven in the late 

summer. 

 

Most of the properties are owner occupied with a 

small static caravan park on the outskirts. The 

village continues to expand with over 110 houses 

being built in 2022/23. 

 

Leven CofE Primary School is in the centre of the village approx. 200 yards from the church. 

A recent Ofsted report was not encouraging but with staff changes and excellent support 

from the Diocesan education department the school is now on a better footing. During the 

vacancy the Deanery Priest is visiting fortnightly to lead assembly and the school uses the 

church building for special services and the Deacon is involved in these. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The majority of children move to Hornsea School & Language College for their secondary 

education although some attend schools in Beverley or private schools in Hull. 

This is a rural area and although there is a good bus service, availability of a car is essential.  

 

 

 

The Primary School

 

The Primary School

 

The children’s play area

 

 

Cake stall at the fete 



Leven – what local people say ….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

“A friendly village with 

different activities to 

join in for all ages.” 

 

“There’s always something to do 

and there’s excellent facilities.” 

“Lovely neighbours 

and friendly people.” 

“Our village is lovely 

– not quite as it was 

60 years ago – but 

things change.” 

“Beautiful walks to 

enjoy – a great place 

to bring up children” 

“Lovely friendly community” 

“I don’t have a car but there’s a 

good bus service to Hornsea, Hull 

and Beverley.” 

“We’ve got everything we need in the 

village and a good bus service if we 

fancy a change.” 

“Lots of things to do but 

a walking club would be 

nice.” 

“As we get older it’s really nice 

having a doctors’ surgery and 

pharmacy in the centre of the 

village but car parking there is a 

problem.” 

“I don’t want to live 

anywhere else.” 



Holy Trinity, Leven – The Church 

Holy Trinity Church, Leven was built between 1843 and 1845 and is situated in the centre of 

the village; it is a Grade II* listed building with an open churchyard. Holy Trinity replaced the 

original village church, St Faith's, which stood approximately 1¼ miles away, at Little Leven 

close to the site of the current airfield.   

The 13th century limestone font (originally from St .Faith's)  is situated at the back of the 

church and the 'Wayside Cross Head' which is thought to be the original head of the White 

Cross is in the south aisle. The base and shaft of which still stand outside the village. 

The font has been replaced by a modern moveable one designed and built by a local 

craftsman. 

The building is in good repair and we are in the process of electrifying our tower clock using 

some funding from a gift. 

In 1999 an extension was built on the church to accommodate a new vestry, toilets and a 

church room with kitchen area which is rented out weekly by the local art group and 

occasionally for birthdays etc.  

 

This room is also used for bible study and prayer 

group meetings, PCC, Chapter, DLT and Deanery 

Synod meetings on rota. The newly formed 

Community Café meets here weekly on a Monday 

morning. 

 

 

 

Our church is cared for by a dedicated group of people who clean and provide refreshments 

after services and flowers for special services. 

There is a bookstall where Christian books and cds are available to borrow.  

There is a Methodist Church in the village with a small but faithful congregation who meet 

every Sunday; at present there are no shared services although we would be keen to see 

this happen. 

Safeguarding: As a PCC, we have made great strides in the last twelve months to address 

Safeguarding within our church community. Our Parish Safeguarding Officer has been 

working to ensure we are compliant not only with the letter of the law but also with its 

spirit. We are keen to engender an inclusive, welcoming and safe culture, which promotes 

the welfare of all and is mindful of risk. 

 

Monday’s Community Cafe

 



Holy Trinity, Leven – Our Worship 

During the 12 years whilst we have been part of a benefice of 7 churches we have held 2 

services of Holy Communion and 2 services of Praise & Worship every month at 11.00am 

with a service of Holy Communion once a month at 8.15am. On the 5th Sunday there is a 

benefice service at 10.00am held in one of the churches.  

Services are led by the Rector, the Deacon or a lay reader. 

Intercessions are lay led by a group of 5 people on a rota. 

Music: The traditional pipe organ accompanies 3 services per month; on the other Sunday 

there is an informal service previously held in the church room (and will return in the 

autumn – covid allowing) and accompanied by a key board. 

We use Mission Praise (30th Anniversary edition)  

Some of our services are more suited for children and young people and although at the 

moment they do not attend we would like to find a way to encourage families to worship 

with us; there is a dedicated children’s play area available in the main church. 

There are refreshments and an opportunity for fellowship after the service in the church 

rooms.  

                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Refreshments 

Refreshments 

 



Some services have rotated around the five main churches of the current benefice of seven 

with services for Maundy Thursday (with a watch of prayer when held at Leven), an hour at 

the cross reflection for Good Friday always held at Leven. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special services are often supported by the wider community including a Plough Service 

(alternating with Brandesburton), Easter Sunday, Harvest, Remembrance, Carol Service and 

Christmas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Friday reflection

 

Remembrance Sunday 

 



Holy Trinity, Leven – what the congregation say ….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

I don’t live in the village but choose to 

worship here because they always make 

me feel part of the congregation. 

 

 

 

I know that my church 

family have been 

praying for me. 

Our Church family look out for each 

other in good times and bad. 

It would be nice to see 

if we could attract 

some younger people  

We are a 

welcoming church 

I only came back to church 

just over a year ago, I have 

been made really welcome 

and some of my church 

friends came to support me 

when I was confirmed in the 

autumn. 

I like that we have different 

styles of service to suit 

most people 

I learn so much at our fellowship 

group and there’s a real feeling of 

fellowship – I’m pleased we 

changed the name. It does what it 

says on the tin…….. 

We have bible study and 

fellowship. 

There’s a very friendly 

feeling about Leven 

Church 

 

We need some encouragement and support 

to go out and tell people about Jesus. We 

can’t keep it to ourselves.   



Holy Trinity, Leven – Opportunities 

We are a welcoming church with a warm and generous congregation supporting both the 

mission and ministry of their own church and the wider Diocese as well as supporting 

Christian and other charities. We are a prayerful community seeking to put Jesus at the 

centre of all we do and think. 

 

Opportunities to deepen our faith? 

We are looking forward to working across our new benefice with better sharing of prayer 

and study groups.  

We are also excited about being part of the new Mission Community of North Holderness 

Rural as we meet across boundaries to share our hopes, good practices and tussle with the 

future of mission in our churches. 

 The fortnightly benefice house group meets in Leven Church Rooms. 

 The newly formed benefice Prayer Lunch meets once a month in Leven Church Rooms. 

 Quiet Days or half days have been held for Advent & Lent in the Church Rooms for the 

last eight years, organised and led by the Deacon. 

 A Community Café has started in 2022 and is well received in the village; it meets every 

Monday morning in the Church Rooms and is run by one of our Church Wardens. 

 Pre covid there was a small newly formed ‘after school group’ for years 5 & 6. This has 

not restarted but it is hoped that it could in the future. 

 The benefice holds a biennial Lent course usually looking at a bible study; this alternates 

with a Deanery lent course with speakers from across the wider area. 

Other activities: 

 Annual Gift weekend, with coffee morning to coincide with our Harvest services. 

 A Christian Aid coffee morning and cake stall was held annually and is expected to 

restart. 

 The Children’s Society is always supported through home collections and a specially 

designated service of Christingle. 

 A very well attended Remembrance Service 

 

 

 



Holy Trinity, Leven – the statistical bits … 

 

Freewill offer in 2022: £21,000 (expected to be met in full) 

Freewill offer for 2023: £21,600 

Electoral roll April 2022: 39 persons 

Normal Sunday worship numbers: 20 

 

Annual average numbers for: 

Weddings: 5 

Baptisms: 8 

Funerals: 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St Mary’s Brandesburton – The Parish & the Village 

Our Vision  

As a village church we seek to reach out to  everyone in the community in our worship and 

service and through a strong and  caring pastoral ministry.  

 

What we can offer you  

• A very warm welcome and the hand of friendship   

• An enthusiastic, friendly and dedicated church community.  

• An active, forward thinking and supportive team.  

• Prayerful support.  

An exciting challenge to help our church survive and grow within this vibrant community.  

Brandesburton is a vibrant and lively village with many organisations, sports facilities and 

tourist attractions. The village  is situated in East Yorkshire , about six miles from the east 

coast  between historic Beverley with its bustling Saturday market (10 miles away),  the 

popular seaside town of Hornsea (6 miles away) and Bridlington with its acres of sandy 

beaches and the white cliffs of Flamborough Head   (12 miles away).    

 

  

  The church is situated centrally in our large, busy village (Population approx. 1,600) which 

is well served by shops, including a Post Office/ Newsagents, small Supermarket and a 

bakery. There are also two public houses both serving food, a Fish and Chip Shop, a Chinese 

restaurant, a pizzeria, hairdressers and beauticians.  

The village hall also provides a centre for a wide range of activities.  The thriving and well 

regarded state primary school maintains good links with the village church and the buildings 

are situated adjacent to each other.  It has approximately 170 children currently on roll, 

aged from 3 to 11 years. Pupils aged 11 to 18 years living in Brandesburton usually attend 

Hornsea Secondary School with some travelling to nearby Beverley.     



The village has a wide variety of sporting facilities – a golf club, a bowling club, cricket 

ground, tennis courts and football club as well as a petanque group, a jet skiing centre, 

shooting ground and boating lake.  Organisations thrive within the village with a wide 

variety of groups such as the uniformed organisations, the Women’s Institute and the Young 

Farmers’ Club meeting either at the village hall or in the Methodist schoolroom.  

There is a Methodist church in the centre of the village with which we hold quarterly joint 

services and the Holderness Community Church meet at the village hall.   

Housing is mixed, with older traditional properties mixed with newer developments, 

affordable housing and social and retirement properties.    There are also homes within the 

village for people with learning disabilities and long term complex needs. There are several 

caravan sites and holiday lodges situated within the parish   Many residents commute for 

work to the nearby city of Hull or to Beverley..  Industrial sites on the edge of the village 

provide employment and the village still maintains its strong agricultural links through the 

many farms in and around the village.  

Brandesburton is an attractive, friendly and thriving place to live and work.  It is forward 

looking and vibrant and we look forward to our new incumbent helping us to secure and 

expand our church’s future at the heart of this community.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    Lighting the Jubilee Beacon on St Mary’s Church 

 

 



The church building  

St Mary’s Church, Brandesburton is a beautiful and historic grade 1 listed building. Its patron 

is St John’s College, Cambridge.  

 

 

 
  

Situated in the centre of the village the church is medieval in origin and lies within a 

secluded and open churchyard. The church is mainly of 13th & 14th century construction with 

restorations taking place in the late 19th century and again in the late 20th and early 21st 

century. The church contains two life size 13th century brasses, the only examples of bracket 

brasses in the East Riding. In the churchyard there are about 40 war graves beautifully 

maintained by the War Graves Commission. The church is in an excellent state of repair and 

as part of early 21st century work has a small kitchenette, toilet facilities and electrically 

operated bells. Its historic Fosters and Andrews organ was restored in 2009 and the church 

is heated by gas boilers installed in 2003.  Parts of the roof were restored in 2008 and the 

lead replaced with terne coated stainless steel.  The PCC are in the early stages of seeking to 

re-order parts of the interior so that it becomes a more versatile place for both worship and 

use by the wider community.  

 

 

 

 

 
   



The church community  

There are currently 31 people on the electoral roll with an average of about 16 people 

attending each service.  Services are held currently each week at 9.30 am on a Sunday morning 

alternating between Praise & Worship and a service of Holy Communion. A benefice service 

is held when there is a fifth Sunday in the month and rotates between the five main churches 

in the current benefice. The church is used regularly for weddings, baptisms and funerals.  

Between September 2021 and September 2022 we held 7 baptisms, 4 weddings and 11 

funerals or burial of ashes. We have effective safeguarding policies and procedures managed 

by our Safeguarding Officer and Health and Safety risk assessments are updated and agreed 

each year.   

Church members and the wider church community help to ensure that the church and 

churchyard are well maintained.  We have rotas for readers at services, coffee duty, cleaning 

brasses, flower arranging and for keeping the church open and accessible during daylight 

hours.  Volunteers keep the churchyard tidy and hedges cut, the interior of the church clean 

and small maintenance tasks undertaken.  The Parish Council generously pay for the grass to 

be cut regularly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Coffee after a church service                                          Carols by candlelight                        

Several special services are held in church around Christmas time such as Carols by 

Candlelight, which attracts a large congregation, a Gift Service to donate Christmas presents 

for distribution by the Salvation Army, a newly established Crib Service and Christmas 

morning Communion.  The school holds three or four services in church each year at 

Christmas, Harvest and at the end of the school year.  They also bring children into church as 

part of their RE education and even used the building as a ‘cool’ place for lessons during the 

summer heat wave!   

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Bacon butties & buns morning                                 Quilting exhibition 

 

Special harvest and Remembrance services are held, the latter annually attracting a 

congregation of about a hundred and supported by the uniformed organisations.   

We have held a huge variety of fund raising events over the years from balls, safari suppers 

and a medieval evening to flower festivals, Christmas tree festivals and quizzes.  

 

At the beginning of November 2022 we held an open church 

event at which local organisations were invited to have stalls and 

children from the school acted as guides to explain the history of 

the church to their parents and friends.  In the evening two local 

choirs performed and supper was served in church.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Children acting as guides      Teddies on zip wire from the tower 

 

In the spring we plan to hold our popular quiz and curry evening also held in church. We 

hope to be able to hold more church and community events in the church in the future by 

sensitively altering the interior to make the building more accessible.            

 

Our finances are managed expertly by our treasurer.  

In 2023 we will send £10,600 to York Diocese as our Freewill Offer; this is an increase of 

£500 on our FWO for 2022.  

Our expenses for church maintenance, insurance, fees etc amounted to just under £11.000 

in 2021.  

  

 

  

Stalls at our open event 


