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Come and join us as we look to see God  

revitalise our church and our town. 
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PARISH PROFILE 

DIOCESE OF YORK 

LIVING CHRIST’S STORY 

 

WELCOME 

 
 

Welcome to St Matthews, thank you for taking the time and opportunity to discover 
us, who we are and where we would like to be. 

 
We pray that as you read this profile information, you will feel God calling you to 

come and join us as we look to Him to revitalise our church and our town.  
 

We are sure you would be happy, challenged, and fulfilled in our parish. 
 

This is a special role for a special person, our somewhat deprived town has many 
challenges, but countless opportunities too! 

 
Our smallish congregation of around twenty souls has stayed together as a loving 

family through the constraints of the last couple of years. 
 

If you are called to join us, you will find flexible, committed, loving and supportive 
people, longing to grow our church and to become more relevant to the community. 

 
 

If this appeals to you, please do get in touch with Archdeacon Andy Broom on 01482 
881659 and he will fill in any gaps. 

  



 

3 

Greetings in Christ’s name! 

 

Thank you for prayerfully discerning God’s calling to St 
Matthew’s in Withernsea, and to the East Riding 
Archdeaconry in the Diocese of York. We trust this 
profile will begin to give you an understanding of the 
church and the town of Withernsea, but above all, we 
welcome you to come and meet us here! 

This post has become available at a very significant time 
in the life of the Diocese. 

We have committed together in Living Christ’s Story to 
being people who tell the story of Jesus’ life death and 
resurrection and who also tell the continuing story of 

what Jesus has done through his church, which includes what Jesus has done and continues to do 
through each of our own lives. These are times that require us to be simple, humble and bold. 

To make the vision of Living Christ’s Story a reality, our diocesan goals are: 

 Becoming more like Christ 

 Reaching people we currently don’t 

 Growing churches of missionary disciples 

 Transforming our finances and structures 

You can explore this vision and our commitment to this journey on our Diocesan website. 

As their part in this journey, the Deanery of South Holderness have been bold in their vision as 
they significantly re-shape the deanery to encourage growth and deeper collaboration. As you’ll 
read later in the Profile, we have been creative in making this experiment possible by using Interim 
posts to avoid a lengthy process of re-ordering of boundaries at this point. We recognise such a 
position is slightly unconventional, but we trust that we will find a faith-filled Minster to lead St 
Matthew’s who is willing to embrace all of these possibilities and uncertainties. We have a sense 
that God has great plans for the deanery and we’re praying for God to call the person of his choice 
to contribute to their fulfilment. 

As a Diocese we pray together the prayer of Teresa of Avilia, “Lord, what do you want from me?” 
This is our prayer for Living Christ’s Story. We pray this prayer particularly for you in this time of 
discernment. We hope that you will hear Christ’s call clearly and we look forward to prayerfully 
sharing this discernment with you.   

Please do take up the invitation to have a phone call with Archdeacon Andy Broom (01482 
881659) as you explore further and discern this call. 

With our prayers, 

+Eleanor 
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Revitalising Withernsea: a special appointment 

We want to see all our churches growing and healthy. However, we recognise that in some places 
we need to take specific steps to support and enable this process, and this is what is happening in 
Withernsea and across South Holderness.  

The parish of Withernsea is legally part of the South Holderness Coastal Benefice, which has six 
villages in addition to the town of Withernsea. Despite the faithful and committed ministry of 
previous Incumbents, it has been very difficult to focus ministry on the town. This does not mean 
that God is not at work and, as you’ll read in the profile, significant developments have occurred in 
the life of St Matthew’s. The last few years have seen the building become a flexible space for both 
community and liturgical use and, maybe more importantly, the congregation have embraced an 
understanding that ministry belongs to the whole people of God and that they are called to share 
fully in the life of the Church. Whilst congregation numbers are reasonably small (15 -20) and most 
are retired, much work has been done to set the scene for God to be at work here to bring growth 
and transformation.  

In partnership with the wider diocese, the deanery has embarked on a period of exciting 
experimental ministry. The two large centres of population (Withernsea and Hedon) are to have a 
Minister who can focus predominantly on them alone. To enable this the rest of the parishes in the 
deanery, 21 in all, will be overseen by a Ministry Team which includes one stipendiary Incumbent, 
two House for Duty priests and a team of lay ministers.  

The Ministers in Withernsea and Hedon will be expected to be highly collaborative and be closely 
involved in deanery life. There will be occasions when their support for the wider deanery’s 
ministry will be needed (e.g., support with Occasional Offices, Festival Services etc.) However, the 
primary commitment of the deanery is to enable them to be focused on their own parish. It is 
envisaged that as ministry grows in these two towns, that they will become a resource for the 
deanery in a variety of ways beyond the use of clergy time.  

To enable this change to occur as an experiment, without any legal changes to benefice structures, 
we are making a number of ‘Interim’ appointments. In the case of Withernsea, the person 
appointed will be licensed as an Interim Minister and technically as ‘assistant Curate’ of the wider 
benefice. However, we expect them to be treated as the ‘Vicar of Withernsea’. The Area Dean is to 
be licensed as the Interim Priest in Charge of the whole benefice. The interim nature of the 
appointments reflects that there is an expectation of change and exploration leading to growth. An 
interim appointment can only be for a maximum of 6 years but we are hopeful that this will 
become permanent in time as growth occurs. 

The diocese is identifying a number of places as ‘Revitalised Parishes’. These parishes will receive 
the dedicated support of our ‘Growing Healthy Churches Officer’. Along with this, the Minister 
and two others, will be asked to join a Learning Community which will offer mutual support with 
resources being available through this. It is envisaged that such parishes will see growth in numbers 
and in their capacity to serve their community. Along with this, it is expected that such parishes will 
be moving towards covering the costs of their Minister by the end of 2026.  

If you feel you want to ask any questions about this, please ring Archdeacon Andy.  
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Our Vision /Mission Statement  

 

We don’t care? 

We don’t care what you wear. 

We don’t care how old you are. 

We don’t care where you’re from. 

We don’t care about your bank balance. 

We don’t care who you vote for. 

We don’t want you to pretend about anything. 

None of us is perfect! 

 

St Matthew’s Church Withernsea is a place where God meets 
ordinary people. 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME……………… 

………….no matter what! 
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St Matthew’s Church 
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Our Parish 

Withernsea is a friendly seaside town on the east coast situated between Hornsea and 
Spurn Point. Population is approximately 7000 souls, in a mixture of flats, houses, 
bungalows and static caravans. Due to the caravan sites, the population increases 
during the summer months. 

Approaching the town from the villages to the north, through the green countryside, 
fields of rape and sunflowers, and then catching sight of the sea in all its different 
moods though, is magical, and lifts the spirits beyond belief. 

The main street has a good supply of shops, Tesco, Aldi, Poundstretcher, Heron, 
McColl’s, Cooplands, Factory Discount Store, take-aways, cafes and charity shops. 

The EYMS bus depot provides services to Hull and surrounding villages, and a weekly 
bus runs to Beverley. 

The primary and nursery school has always had good links with our church, but the 
High School has proved more difficult to approach. There are three care homes which 
welcomed us in pre-covid for services, and there is sheltered accommodation housing 
too. 

We have a health centre which is part of South Holderness group of practices, and 
dental access and NHS dentistry housed in the hospital, as well as two other dental 
practices in the town. 

All the emergency services are represented in the town, including obviously lifeboat 
and coastguard. Lifeguards watch over the beach during the summer months. 

There is a fishing compound and slipway to take the small, hardworking boats down to 
the sea. 

This part of the coast has eroded massively over the last few years, but a lot of work 
has been done to bolster defences with rock armour along the breadth of the 
settlement. There is also a vibrant ongoing initiative to rebuild a pier leading out from 
the pier towers to replace the one finally built in 1877 but wrecked by shipping at the 
end of the 19th century. The new pier will have a viewing platform, and ultimately a 
renewable energy centre. 

During the summer especially we have a full programme of events to entertain visitors, 
including carnival week, and Withstock. We have the benefit of a well-equipped leisure 
centre and pool, a library, and council offices in the Meridian Centre, which also 
screens films. 
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There are enough groups and activities to suit everyone, golf, football, drama group, 
choir, dance classes and judo. Scouts, army cadets, Lions, Buffalos and British Legion 
are all very active.  

Our lighthouse in the centre of town is difficult to miss and is a visitor centre and local 
museum with tearoom, open during summer months. 

There is a community supermarket, credit union facility and food bank, and St 
Matthew’s hosts a collection and drop off point. 

Our church has a good relationship with the Methodist, URC, Gateway and Roman 
Catholic churches through Withernsea Churches Together. St Nicholas Church in the 
town is now closed, under the care of the Churches Conservation Trust, and the 
churchyard is now closed for burials. We retain public liability insurance for this 
churchyard and Rimswell Churchyard which remains open and has war graves. 

 

The Beach in Summer                                Fishing from the Beach 
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Steve R.P.A                           Ros R.P.A.                    Rev. Diane our deacon 

Jim Dep. Churchwarden 

Heather P.C.C. Sec 
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Steve Ellis, Rev. Diane Berry, Diane Wilson and Alan McGregor   
(churchwardens) 
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Our Church and its People 

Our lovely church is a grade 11 listed Arts and Crafts building designed by Sir William 
Milner, dating from 1935, set in a grassed area without graves which has never been a 
churchyard. 

Over the last few years, we have developed our building so that it retains its sense of 
spirituality but now has greater flexibility for both worship and community use. Since 
the pews were removed and replaced by flexible seating, there is space to continue to 
use the nave area creatively, as a vaccination centre weekly, soft play venue, concert 
and theatre group setting, café church, messy breakfast, listening centre and warm safe 
space during the winter. We believe we have the vision to be open and accessible to all 
and we hope in the future to build further on it. 

Thanks to recent installation of AV screens, we now have the technology to load our 
services onto power point presentations. Our most recent and emotive occasion was 
the streaming to townspeople, of the funeral of her late majesty Queen Elizabeth. 

We have efficient central heating and a sound system with hearing loop. 

In the chancel is a two manual pipe organ, now unfortunately needing a large sum of 
money to repair and restore, but services are ably accompanied on an electric piano. 
Choir stalls are in situ either side of the chancel, and the acoustics are very good 
indeed. There is also a moveable communion table/nave altar which was one of the 
side altars from the now closed St Nicholas church. The chancel is part carpeted and 
accessed by steps, providing a good “stage” space for drama, plays and concerts. 

Kitchen facilities including dishwasher, fridge and microwave are in the choir vestry, 
the toilet is reached from here, and is accessible from the vicar’s vestry too. Our plan 
and aim for reordering are to have a modern kitchenette and disabled toilet facilities at 
the west end of the nave.  

We have just completed fund raising to replace the original dedicated bell which was 
stolen from its bell cote a year ago. 

Our congregation is a friendly and enthusiastic family with thirty on the electoral roll. 
Unfortunately, we are predominately an aging group of over sixties, and seventies!  The 
active, committed and cohesive PCC of seven meets regularly. 

We used to be able to run a Sunday school, and we aim to increase our young 
congregation, especially as we have an RPA skilled in Godly Play and storytelling with 
puppets. Our other RPA has a strong interest in the care homes, Bible study and 
prayer groups. The lay reader has been ordained a distinctive deacon, working hard and 
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inspirationally taking baptisms and funeral services, and leading café church and messy 
church gazebo. 

This parish includes people from a wide spectrum of backgrounds, many of whom do 
not feel the church is relevant to them. Therefore, finding ways to connect and engage 
with a variety of people and form nurturing relationships is essential. We need to build 
on and re-energize the relationship with the nearby primary school, which was quite 
vibrant pre-lockdown, and continue to try to form links with the high school too. We 
acknowledge our mission to continue to develop our prayer life and spirituality by 
nurturing prayer groups and Bible study.  
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Church Services 

 

We believe our worship should be rich and life-giving, so that our witness in the 
community flows from our joy in Christ through Word and sacrament.  

Our congregations’ traditions are varied but our worship is inclusive, liturgical and 
sacramental. We follow common worship liturgy, all services except for Café Church, 
are robed. 

Each month we hold a Café Church service, with crafts and Godly play. During this 
time in vacancy, we have managed to have a Eucharist once a month, and Morning 
Prayer is celebrated on two of the Sundays and on Wednesday mornings. 

At Christmas, we hold a crib service, a Bethlehem midnight Mass on Christmas Eve, 
followed by family service on Christmas Day. We also have a carol service and 
Christingle, usually well supported. 

At Easter we have partly observed the Triduum, with stripping of the altar and 
representation of washing of the disciples’ feet on Maundy Thursday, and a service on 
Good Friday which ends in semi darkness. Easter Day is always a joyful celebration. 

We are pleased to be able to celebrate baptisms and weddings in our church. Funeral 
ministry and care for the bereaved is an important part of our ministry. 
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Refreshments following the screening of the 
funeral of her late Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
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We believe our priority to be growing our church, not just to strengthen our financial 
position, but to encourage more people to be involved in our activities on a practical 
level. 

We pray and listen to God as he calls us to use our gifts to serve as a welcoming 
church. 

We wish to develop links and ongoing relationships with those who come to us for 
baptisms, weddings and for funerals too, offering fellowship and support. 

Our parish includes people from a wide spectrum of backgrounds, many of whom 
don’t consider the church to be relevant to them. 

Therefore, finding ways to connect and engage with a variety of people in the parish, 
and form nurturing relationships is essential. 

We need to build on and re-energize the relationship with the nearby primary school, 
which was quite vibrant pre-pandemic, and also work to try to forge links with the 
High School as well. 

We continue to be an ongoing presence in the group of Withernsea Churches 
Together and are represented well at Deanery Synod. 

We acknowledge our need to continue to develop our prayer life and spirituality by 
nurturing prayer groups and Bible study. 

Since the nave of the church has been opened up by removing the majority of the 
pews, there is space to continue creative use. It currently functions as a weekly 
vaccination clinic, soft play venue, concert and theatre group setting, possible warm 
safe space during winter, café church, bring and share meals, fairs and craft sales etc. 

We believe the vision is there to be open and accessible to all. 
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Our New Priest 

We need someone who is encouraging, enabling, and visionary, because we wish to 
reach out to all in the community of Withernsea. 

Firstly, to “live” in the parish, to hear our stories and get to know us, to recognize our 
gifts and talents, our discipleship, and the mission of St Matthew’s. 

Our mission is to make the word relevant to our community, and good preaching and 
storytelling can bring the word into the here and now whilst teaching about the 
historical context that Jesus lived in and the fascinating way the scriptures are written. 
We would like our new priest to be someone who can make people feel loved, valued, 
and empowered, to foster the enthusiasm to take these feelings out into the wider 
community. In return we offer our love, prayers, enthusiasm and generous support. 

Our congregation have recognized that for the church to grow, new ways of worship 
need to be explored, and a different menu of in-house activities introduced. New ways 
of serving people of Withernsea are constantly being sought. A huge challenge is ahead 
of us in the goal of reaching net zero by 2030, apart from monetary investment, we 
need teaching from the pulpit on creation care, encouraging each of us to examine our 
lifestyles and accept responsibility. As Paul says in the letter to the Romans, creation 
waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God. If the church as the 
children of God cannot take a lead, who can? Perhaps if young people, passionate 
about the environment see us making a commitment, they may be attracted to join us. 

We hope you would continue to allow us to use the church space creatively, 
encouraging outside groups in, continue vaccination centre use for as long as it is 
required, amateur dramatic and photography groups, soft play area and concerts etc. 
Many of these things have been on the back burner since lockdown, quiz nights, big 
breakfasts, Bible study, prayer groups. We have discussed varying service times and 
locations, including holding some services outside, developing a listening circle, and 
expanding our Godly play initiative. 

There are certainly huge challenges in our parish, with its areas of poverty and 
deprivation, but amongst the people is a huge wealth of warmth and kindness, and a 
“can do” attitude. 

On a practical level, we offer paid expenses, support to take time off weekly, and for 
retreats and holidays. We can promise you will have support from our distinctive 
Deacon, and an open-minded, proactive PCC. 

  



 

17 

                                                  The Vicarage   

 

28, Park Avenue, Withernsea, HU19 2JU 

 

This is a four bedroomed double fronted detached house situated near to St Nicholas 
Church. 

There is an enclosed porch leading onto an entrance hall with access to a sitting room, 
study, storage room, dining room, kitchen, utility with access to rear garden, and 
downstairs cloakroom.  

The first floor has four large bedrooms, and family bathroom with electric over bath 
shower. 

There is double glazing with attractive stained glass to the upper panes, gas central 
heating and plenty of storage space. Most of the house was re carpeted in the spring of 
2022. 

Outside there are two garages and gardens mostly laid to lawn. 
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South Holderness Deanery. 

South Holderness Deanery covers an area between the port and city of Hull and the 
North Sea coast, bounded by the Humber estuary to the south. Over two thirds of the 
Deanery’s borders are water, and arable farming thrives on the Holderness boulder clay 
which defines its landscape, its aspect giving us huge skies but crumbling cliffs. 

It has a population of 34000. Approximately half of which is in its two towns. 

Withernsea, like so many coastal communities, is, according to socio-economic data one 
of the most deprived towns in England, needing realistic resources put into the church 
for it to be effective. 

Hedon is a historic market town with a beautiful town-centre medieval church, requiring 
considerable focus and resources for it to fulfil its potential.  

The other half of the population is scattered throughout surrounding villages and 
hamlets. 

South Holderness is a little-known geographical area, but people are drawn to its 
tranquility, wildlife, walking and birdwatching opportunities. A good proportion of the 
population consists of people, partly perhaps because of its affordability, who have 
moved into the area, many from South and West Yorkshire. 

The Deanery has experienced closure of five churches in the last forty years, (St Nicholas 
church Withernsea closed in 2012) and a loss of clergy, presently consisting of two full 
time, one “House for Duty” and one part time priest, plus a PTO priest and a deacon. 

Our DLT worked hard to produce a plan for Mission and Ministry even before Living 
Christ’s Story was initiated. There is a lot of devoted and enthusiastic lay ministry, people 
with abilities to support and lead services, and create new ways of being church, many 
of whom have undertaken further training through Diocesan courses delivered at local 
level, which we intend to develop. There have been several successful Deanery events, 
and some of the smaller churches have formed links with neighbouring churches, 
benefitting from mutual support. 

 

 

 


