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Thank you for your interest in exploring this exciting role as Network Youth Church (NYC) lead in Penrith. Now is an exciting 
time for NYC, having been in existence for ten years across Cumbria, we have seen a significant increase in reaching young 
people with the love, joy and peace that only comes from walking with Jesus day by day. Across Cumbria we have ten youth 
leads for NYC, who are each at different stages of planting a contextual expression of church for youth into the towns, city 
and villages across the county.  

We know there is more to do. We long to see every young person across Cumbria see for themselves that Jesus really does 
change lives; we want NYC to develop further into a thriving Jesus community for youth across the county. The Diocese has 
as one of its main strategic intentions to ‘Grow Younger’, the continued development and expansion of NYC is a key strand 
of this approach. This is much more than just good intentions, but is being followed up with a substantial increase in the 
staffing budget for NYC over the next five years. It is our plan to have a full time Network Youth Church leader in every 
deanery in the Diocese.  

This role is our first next step. NYC Penrith has historically been a part time appointment, but in partnership with the charity 
Ignite Penrith, a charity set up to support this work in the town, we are seeking a full time lead. Ignite Penrith have secured 
additional funding for a further part time appointment, and should you be called to serve here, you will work with them in 
shaping an additional role to bring further capacity to this ministry. 

The following pages describe the great work that has already begun in Penrith. The resource of ‘The Gathering’, a coffee shop 
in the centre of Penrith, repurposed as a home for NYC, is a significant ministry resource and we would love to see this 
develop further as a base for mission in the town. To this end the new full time NYC lead in Penrith, and funding secured for 
an additional part time role, reflects a bold 3 fold increase in the staffing capacity for this ministry. It is our hope therefore 
that you would work with the existing volunteer base to not only further develop the existing work, but also look for new and 
innovative ways to make Christ known to the young people of Penrith. 

The role requires someone who can act as team lead for the volunteer base in Penrith and, local youth ministry lead for the 
church in Penrith. You will also be part of the wider Cumbria wide NYC team, both for support, professional development, but 
also working together on wide county wide  
expression of NYC. 

If you would be interested in having an informal conversation  
with me, please call me on 07584 684310. 
Rev Andy Smith - Growing Younger Enabler. 



 

Introduc6on to Penrith  
Penrith is a market town located in Cumbria, within the Eden Valley. The town has excellent communicaBon and transport 
links, located on the M6 motorway and on the West Coast Mainline. From Penrith the train to London is 3 hours and 
Edinburgh 1.5 hours.  AccommodaBon costs are low and the town benefits from a good selecBon of shops, restaurants, and 
schools. Penrith is a gateway to the Lake District NaBonal Park, with wild swimming, fell running, waterfalls and untouched 
natural beauty - it is a great place to live! Penrith has a current populaBon of 16,000 people which is growing considerably as 
new homes are being built. The town benefits from a large catchment area, pulling in an addidBonal 15,000 people from the 
surrounding villages for educaBon, work and leisure. There are 3000 young people aged 10-18 years of age in the town itself 
and two secondary schools in the town, Ullswater Community College and Queen Elizabeth Grammar school. 



 

THE 
GATHERING In 2016, The Gathering (previously a hugely popular coffee shop in Penrith) was repurposed by Network Youth 

Church Penrith as its dedicated home. The Gathering serves as a physical presence right in the centre of the town. It 
is an ideal base for it to meet for network youth church, but also serves as a centre of youth mission in the town. 
IniBally the Youth Café opened once a week on a Monday evening, it has since grown to open 3 nights a week.  Prior 
to Covid approximately 60 young people a^ended every week. Numbers are down following Covid and a gap in the 
in leadership of NYC Penrith. However, with fresh energy, a significant increase in staffing Bme, and the exisBng 
volunteer base, this is ready for growth into a new and exciBng season. 

The Gathering



 

 

THE GATHERING 
Currently The Gathering hosts the following groups: 

Monday 3.45-5pm - after-school youth café (for year groups 9+) Monday 
5-6.30pm - Small  

at www.ignitepenrith.co.uk. 

A rough profile of the young people involved in the project highlights a high 
percentage who are from single parent families with limited financial means. 
Most of the young people are from non-church backgrounds. 

 

THE GATHERING 
Currently The Gathering hosts the following groups: 
Monday 3.45-5pm - ager-school youth café (for year groups 9+)  
Monday 5-6.30pm - Small Group (exploring some of life's big quesBons) 
Tuesday 3.45-5pm - ager-school youth café (for year groups 6-8)  
Tuesday 5-6.30pm - Small Group (exploring some of life's big quesBons)  
Wednesday 3.45-5pm - guitar/keyboard lessons + homework support 
Wednesday 5-6.30pm - Music Group 
Further details of the work can be found at www.ignitepenrith.co.uk. 

A qualitaBve analysis of the young people involved in the project highlights a 
high percentage who are from single parent families with limited financial 
means. Most of the young people are from non-church backgrounds.

https://www.ignitepenrith.co.uk/


 

 

 
USEFUL LINKS 
Ignite Penrith - ignitepenrith.co.uk  

Network Youth Church - networkyouthchurch.org.uk 

Carlisle Diocese – carlislediocese.org.uk 

Missional Youth Church Network - 
archbishopofyorkyouthtrust.co.uk/mycn 

God For All - godforall.org.uk
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