
 
 

                   The United Benefice of  

Heckmondwike and Liversedge 

  St James’ 

 

           Christ Church 

 

BENEFICE BROCHURE 
Our Vision 

 

Our Churches live and work together to God's praise and glory. 

We strive to be a friendly and welcoming benefice, 

seeking to serve our congregations, communities, and the wider world, 

through worship, prayer and action. 

We aspire to grow in fellowship as the body of Christ, 

and make known God's love, hope and light to all. 
 
 

The Parochial Church Council of The Ecclesiastical Parish of St James, Heckmondwike  

 is a charity registered in England and Wales (1152319). 

The Parochial Church Council of The Ecclesiastical Parish of Christ Church, Liversedge 

is a charity registered in England and Wales (1157990).  



 

 

Introduction 

 

The P.C.C. and Congregation welcome you to the Benefice Brochure for St James, 

Heckmondwike, and Christ Church, Liversedge. 
 
We are pleased that you wish to find out more about us, and hope the information 

about our Benefice will inspire you to consider whether God is calling you to join us in 
the challenge of our vision for our churches. 
 
The purpose of this document is to describe the location and character of the 

Benefice, and to identify our hopes and aspirations as we look forward to the arrival of 

a new incumbent. 

Further information about our churches and activities may be found on our website: 

www.cofe-heckmondwike-and-liversedge.co.uk 

 

 

Christ Church past vicars 

 

Christ Church was consecrated in 1816. Over the past 200 years Christ Church as 

had a total of 18 Incumbents. 

 

The first incumbent was the Reverend Hammond Roberson who founded Christ 

Church. he was a flamboyant person on whom Charlotte Bronte based her character 

of ‘Mr. Helstone’ in her book ‘Shirley.’  She saw him once when she was 10 years old. 

After the Luddite attack on the nearby Cartwright’s Mill at Rawfolds, Mr Roberson 

took an active part in defeating the Luddites and their objectives. 

Two wounded Luddites were taken to a local Inn, and Mr Roberson was anxious that 

they should name their accomplices.  At one point, one of the men who was dying 

signalled for Mr Roberson who eagerly went to his bedside.  The dying man asked: 

‘Can you keep a secret?’  ‘I can,’ replied Mr Roberson.  ‘So can I,’ replied the man who 

died soon afterwards. 

Reverend Hammond Roberson’s grave lies in the church graveyard. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
                               Reverend Hammond Roberson  1816 - 1841 

 

 

 

                                                       

http://www.cofe-heckmondwike-and-liversedge.co.uk/


 

 

The Future Incumbent. 

 

A statement of the qualities and attributes of the new priest for the Parish of Christ 

Church, Liversedge as part of United Benefice of Heckmondwike with Liversedge. 

 

We are keen that our new priest will have many of the attributes set out below, 

However, what is really required is someone with a friendly outgoing and approachable 

personality, regardless of age, gender, or marital status. 

We need someone: 

 

Who recognises the Eucharist as an important part of worship: 

 

Is able to inspire and encourage others to come to faith and grow in discipleship: 

 

Who is a teacher and preacher with sound theological and spiritual values: 
 

Who is open to God and the Holy Spirit and willing to engage in outreach and mission: 

 

Who is able to relate well to all age groups: 

 

Who is able to communicate effectively using up to date technology: 

 

With good listening skills, who recognises the importance of pastoral care: 

 

Who has patience and empathy: 

 

Who can work effectively with readers and lay pastoral ministers in proving inspiring and 

meaningful worship that is relevant and accessible to all: 

 

Who is able to encourage the gifts of all: 

 

Who can appreciate the different styles of worship within the benefice: 

 

Who can be ecumenically open: 

 

Who is willing to join us in the challenge of showing Jesus to the world and able to work 

in the wider community, including schools, retirement homes, hospitals etc: 

 

Christ Church would expect and appreciate that the incumbent would take one day off 

each week and maintain the privacy which is needed. 

 

Christ Church would support the incumbent in their training, reading and personal 

development.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

About the Parish 

 

Christ Church is situated in the Spen Valley area of Liversedge, West Yorkshire. 

Looking on a map it is in the centre of three large city/towns being Leeds, Bradford 

and Huddersfield which can be easily accessed by car within 20-25 minutes. 

The M1 and M62 motorways are also only 10-15 minutes away. 

 

The nearest local towns within reach of Liversedge are Cleckheaton and 

Heckmondwike which are 1-2 miles away. 

 

The church is in the Deanery of Birstall. 

 

The only other church in the area is a Methodist Church, St Andrews situated in 

Littletown. 

 
Liversedge Parish with its population of around 19,000 is predominantly of white 

British origin having English as the main language. 

68% are identify as ‘having a religion’ , 28% have no religion.  64% identify as Christian 

and 3% as Muslim. 

As a place it is harder to identify, as it has no recognisable town centre.  The 

community lost its shopping street, town hall, railway station and most of its major 

employers progressively from the 1960s onward.  Although there are still a small 

number of manufacturers within the parish, these mainly are bed manufacturers. 

Also there are other small industries, children’s daycare, an abbatoir, and small bakery 

plus small retail shops. 

 

Liversedge church lies in the geographical centre of the parish but can be hard to find 

because vehicle access is via a quiet lane which at first glance is difficult to locate. 

 

Around the area of the Parish is a newly opened (2022) Spen Valley Leisure Centre 

with swimming pools, gym and other attractions. 

 

Princess Mary Stadium, which is the home of Spen Athletic Club.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

                                                                                                                                                                           

About the Church 

 

Christ Church is a Grade II gothic style church which was consecrated in 1816.  It sits 

in a peaceful, hillside location overlooking the parish it serves. There are beliefs the 

church may have had connections with the Bronte sisters. The church retains many of 

its original features, dating back over 200 years. The Hill organ, installed in 1886 has 

been very little altered, thus making it an organ of historic importance. 
 
Christ Church has a seating capacity for 350.  

 

                                                                                                                                                                             
 Christ Church East window               Christ Church from the balcony 

 

Church Wardens  :   Mr. Michael Barker.    Mrs. Stella Preston. 

PCC Secretary  :      Mrs. Gill Walters. 

Licensed Reader  :    Mrs. Margaret Mitchell. 
 
The celebration of the Eucharist is central to worship.  Standard service booklets are 

used for Sunday and Wednesday services. 
 
Sunday Service is at 8.45 a.m.  The Eucharist service is attended by average 13-15 

people,  
 
Wednesday Service is at 10,00 a.m.  The BCP service is attended by average  

9-11people 
The congregations are white British, predominantly female, mainly over 65 and retired. 

Sadly, currently no children attend regular church services. 
 
The clergy robe in alb and chasuble (seasonal).  Seasonal altar frontals are used at 

Christ Church. 
 
For the past 5 years services have been moved to the Parish Centre in the winter 

months, due to the inadequate heating system in church. 
 
We normally have Lent study groups jointly with St James each year. 
 
At the last APCM, there were 30 on the Electoral roll, 45% were resident outside the 

ecclesiastical parish.  
 
Brownies and Guides met on Tuesday Evenings at the Parish Centre up to July 2022. 

 



 

 

 

The Church and the Community 

 

Christ Church over the past 12 months have had 6 Baptism, 2 Wedding, and 3 Funeral 

services in church, and one Funeral taken by clergy at the Crematorium. 
 
Before the Pandemic of 2019 Christ Church enjoyed a Social life, with Bingo, Quizzes, 

Coffee Mornings, Seaside Trips, and Christmas Fayre. 

These events were enjoyed by not just parishioners but also members of the 

community, which brought people together to meet up and enjoy one anothers 

company. 

Sadly due to the Pandemic and people of older age not wanting to go out, this has 

been lost. 

The only events which are at present still going are Coffee Mornings which are put on 

during the daylight hours, and these are infrequet due to the age of church members. 
We have at Christ Church managed to continue the annual Christmas Lunch where 

members of the church and friends meet up at a local restaurant. 
 
Some members of Christ Church enjoy going to St James for their events which are 

very popular with their local church and community. 
 
Home Communion is taken out by our Licensed Reader, Mrs. Mitchell, to a small 

number of housebound parishioners. 
 
The Christingle service on Christmas Eve is one of the largest supported of the year 

with mainly children bringing their parents, and with around a congregation of 400, 

The Childrens Society is supported through the collection taken at this service. 
 
   

           
         Christingle Service                                     Christingle Service  

 
 
Christ Church monthly donates to CART (Christian African Relief Trust). 

 

 



 

 

 

Schools 

 

There are two primary schools within the Liversedge parish: Headlands Cof E Junior, 

Infants and Nursery School, and Littletown Junior, Infants and Nursery School. 

 

Headlands School children generally come to church for special services at Christmas, 

Easter, Harvest, and End of Term.  The previous incumbent had begun to make some 

links with Littletown School and the school has held its Christmas service at Christ 

Church over the past years. 

 

Working with Headlands, the Church School will be an important part of the 

incumbents role, and as a key contact the Chair of Governors was invited to say what 

the school would like in their new vicar: 
 
Strong leadership. 
 
To act as ‘God’s Rock Star’ in school – to engage exceptionally well with the children 

and also parents and carers. 
 
Ability to take tough decisions. 
 
To be a listening ear to the leadership and all other colleagues at school – to be a 
mediator, friend and to offer counsel. 
 
To take a strong active role in ensuring the Christian character of the school is ‘front’ 

and ‘centre’ in all that we do, whilst also being tolerant of those with other religious 

beliefs (and none). 
 
To be a great presenter – again links to engagement, but to be able to provide 

exceptional assemblies and support – lead in key events in the Christian calendar. 

 

The Incumbent of the Benefice is also Ex-Officio on the governing body and it would 

be expected that they would take up their position along with other foundation 

governers, but not that they would take the chair. 

 

                                        
 

  Headlands C of E, J&I School                                    Headlands Leavers Service 2022  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                 



 

 

The Church and its buildings 

 

Christ Church is 206 years old and for the age of the building it is quiet good order. 
 
 
The last restoration work on the church was in 2014 – 2015 when redemial work was 

done on the tower to correct errors in the previous work, as well as work on the 

north nave and chancel roof. 

Work on the north lower roof is still to be done as slight leaks are prodominent at 

present. 
 
 
The church sound system was upgraded in 2016. 

 

The last quinquinial in 2017 did not have any major or serial faults to report, but did 

report odd areas of dry rot, and that the heating system is totally inaduquate. 

 
The next quinquinial inspection is due August 2022. 

 

The churchyard surrounding the church itself is closed, and the church has a second 

graveyard known as Churchfield Graveyard.  This is located opposite the church, it is 

intended to be a peaceful area for reflection and a haven for wildlife.  Although no 

more burials can be undertaken in the grounds, Churchfield remains open and 

therefore its maintainance remains the responsibility of the church.  Churchfield also 

includes a memorial garden where burial of ashes can take place, and there is a large 

car park for people attending church services. 

 

People living within the Parish, are interested in assuring that the church is well 

maintained externally, and that the church clock keeps good time although they do not 

attend church. 

 

The Parish Centre is a versatile and useful facility, well located adjacent to the main 

Halifax Road, and with good parking facilities. The kitchen, access and toilet facilities all 

meet modern standards, and the main hall, and two lower halls are in good state of 

repair. 

 

The Parish Centre over the years has been used for a variety of social events and by a 

wide range of community groups for many different types of activities for example: 

Dancing, Karate, Keep Fit, Bingo and Quiz nights, Cooking Classes, Crypt Club. 

Sadly again due to the Pandemic, users of the centre have declined.  Prior to the 

pandemic, Crypt Club met on Thursdays after school at the Centre.  This was a group 

for primary school age children and offered a variety of activities with a Christian 

theme. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Church and its finances 

 

Christ Church as not got a lot of parishioners, so safe to say also has not got a lot of 

finance!  We are just keeping our head above water with the finance we have coming 

in to keep the running of the church and centre at present. 

 

Christ Church up to 2020 had paid its parish share in full, but due to the Pandemic and 

the loss of income from hall users no longer available we are now in a position where 

we cannot pay any parish share. 

In 2021, we managed to pay just above a third of the share. 

 

We have always, up to and including our last Incumbent paid clergy expenses in full. 

 

 

Strengths 
 

We have a united and friendly community. 

 

At least 50% of the electrol roll is active in church. 

 

There is lots of support for clergy from the congregation. 

 

There is a huge opportunity to work with the local schools. 

 

Our Licensed Reader is exceptionally dedicated and talented. 

 

Faith and care for each other despite being small in number. 

 

 

Weaknesses  

 

Ageing congregation, dwindling numbers. 

 

Financial challenges. 

 

No children coming to church services. 

 

 

We face the challenges of an aging congregation and a large expense to 

maintain buildings. 

 

We recognise that we need to work hard to develop the mission of the 

church. 

 

    
 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           


