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LOCATION 
 
St James is located just a short walk from Heckmondwike town centre. There you will find several 
hairdressers and barbers, vape shops, nail beauty salons, a tanning shop, cobblers, travel agents, 
card shop, several charity shops, fish and chip shop, Costa, McDonald’s, Greggs, two supermarkets, 
five public houses, kids play gym, trampoline park (5 minutes from centre). 
 We have a bus hub in the centre of town, with plans for a new hub to be built in the future. Just a 
short drive away we have Batley, Dewsbury and Cleckheaton available to us which just like 
Heckmondwike offers a range of shops. Our nearest train station is Batley with trains regularly going 
into Leeds, Huddersfield, York and further afield London, Newcastle and Scotland. We also have an 
easy connection to M62 and M621 meaning that cities such as Leeds, Sheffield and Manchester are 
also easily accessible. 
In contrast with been able to reach major cities within 30 mins we also have Oakwell Hall Country 
Park which has a Grade 1 listed Elizabethan Manor House 110 acres of gardens, nature trails, 
mountain bike track, playground, picnic areas, a gift shop and café. If its water sports your after 
Pugneys Country park is also a 30 mins drive away which also offers a 250-acre Local Nature reserve. 
We are in easy driving distance of Haworth and the Parsonage birthplace of the Bronte sisters. Other 
notable places to visit are Shibden Hall home of Anne Lister. The recent Tv programme Gentleman 
Jack based around the life of Anne. Nearby is the Yorkshire Sculpture Park, Featuring many of the 
works of Henry Moore. The park is open and spacious and there are beautiful walks to be taken. 
Othe places of interest would be Harewood House., The Royal Armouries, The Piece Hall in Halifax.   



We are also within easy driving distance of open countryside around Huddersfield, Halifax. and 
Wakefield. There are also several famous Abbeys within Yorkshire including Fountains Abbey, and 
Bolton Abbey. Within the Yorkshire Dales there are many pretty villages, rivers and beautiful walks. 
 
A new leisure centre was also recently opened on the site of the old Spenborough swimming pool. 
Leisure facilities are also available in Batley and Dewsbury. Available to us we also have junction 27 
retail park 5 minutes' drive away. Which offers larger shops such as Boots,Next,IKEA, furniture 
stores, Curry’s, a range of restaurants Pizza Express, Zizi’s, TGI Fridays.  
  

 
 
 
 

OUR CHURCH 
 
St James is a Grade  ll listed building and was built in 1830 - 1831 by Peter Atkinson in a simple 
Gothic style. A new chancel and Lady Chapel was added in 1905 decorated in a rich gothic style with 
carved parclose screen and stained-glass windows. 



In 2014 the church went under a major refurbishment which involved taking out the old pews and 
having individual chairs, adding underfloor heating, a new kitchen and a new community room. We 
have also had a new roof and construction work on the spire. The tower clock has been updated and 
is now electrical so no more winding the clock up. More recently we have had the organ space 
refurbished which has allowed us to create a priest's vestry and a mezzanine floor useful for storage. 
 
 



Inside our church 



 
The lady chapel, an ideal place for quiet prayer and reflection 
 
During the refurbishment two screens were installed which can be lowered to display images to 
enhance a service. These are particularly useful to display the words of a song and were often 
used during Messy Church. But can be utilised for alternative services. 
 



 

 

 
Other modifications of the church 

ORGAN 
The organ project was completed during 2021. 

The organ installed was a 2 manual and pedal board Viscount Envoy 35 F organ c/w four distinct 

voicing styles – English Hill, French Romantic, German Baroque and American Classic. The console, 

bench and pedalboard will all finished in a real dark oak wood veneer. 

The external speaker system consists of four independent audio channels of 100 watts each together 

with a dedicated bass speaker cabinet of 500 watts. Each speaker system can be adjusted separately 

from the console for both volume and tone. The tonal voicing and regulation are carried out on a 

note-by-note basis. 

The Viscount Envoy Organ has been fully commissioned and voiced. 

Before installation began the old organ was decommissioned and removed, the original wood 

cladding was saved, and a new priests vestry and upper storage were created. 
We are very lucky at St James as we have 3 individuals that can play the organ 2 of which do so on a 
week on week off roster and the third is able to stand in when needed. 
 
 
 



 

 

 

CLOCK 
 

The work was completed in 2021 

The project was to install two auto wind units to existing clock. The auto wind units drive the clock-

through chain and sprockets fitted to the timepiece barrels, driven by their own weight 

configuration and gearing system. Supporting the auto wind system is a battery back-up to ensure 

that the auto wind units continue to operate in the event of a local power cut. This system is 

designed to eliminate the manual process of climbing up into the clock tower to manually wind up 

the clock. 

Along with the auto wind system a Pendulum Regulator was installed. The PAR-100 takes care of 

clock altering for summer/winter-time changes. 
 
 
Potential building project 
 



We are currently in communication with our architect regarding making our Church even more 
accessible for wheelchair users. We already have a ramp accessible from Church Street into our 
church but to be able to access the garden they would need to exit the church and enter via a 
separate gate (it just doesn’t flow) so we are in discussions if it’s possible to add another short ramp 
at the opposite side of the church door. 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 

OUR GARDEN 
 
Our most recent project must be our garden. Last year we applied for and was successful in receiving 
a grant in order to develop our garden for our church family and the wider community. With the 
funding we purchased 3 sustainably sourced picnic tables. These were commented on when we had 
the summer fair, that it was nice to have somewhere comfortable to sit. One of the tables has 
space/availability for someone in a wheelchair where they can be pushed up to the table. Our 
gardening club meets up every other Monday and all are welcome to join in. We also have 4 benches 
around the church perimeter 2 of which are dedicated to 2 of our predominant members of the 
congregation who sadly passed away.  



 



  The start of our sensory garden  



 

 
 

 
 
OTHER FAITHS 
 
Within Heckmondwike there is a mixture of Faiths Roman Catholic, Methodist, United Reform,  and 
Islam. All of which hold several social events.  
 

CHARITY/ COMMUNITY WORK  
 
Over the past few years, we have built up a relationship with Batley Food bank and Rainbow Baby 
bank (Heckmondwike), please see attached statements, we collect donations once a month and give 
to the charities accordingly. We have, more recently made a connection with Fairfield school with 
the aim of involving the pupils in various gardening projects. 
Within Church we have set up a recycling hub where members of the congregation bring in soft 
plastic (that can’t be recycled at home), blister packs and batteries we also have a drop off point for 
dental products which are then recycled by Terracycle. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
THE CONGREGATION  
 
Our congregation is made up mainly of people who are of a retirement age, before retiring the 
professions of the congregation range from teachers, labourers, shop assistants and nurses. We are 
a friendly/ welcoming bunch and are always eager to help whenever any ‘jobs’ need doing. 
Supporting our 2 wardens we have a group who work alongside them particularly on a Sunday, 
ensuring that certain tasks have been completed before the start of the service. Also, on a Sunday 
we have a ‘Welcome’ team who ensure that each member has a hymn book, service sheets, notice 
sheets and any other extras that maybe needed for the service that day. After the service 
refreshments are available and again this is worked on a roster  as to who carries out this duty. 

Please meet some members of St James congregation 
SERVICES 
 
As well as our usual Sunday and Thursday morning services extra services are held at Christmas time, 
with a Carol service and Easter Sunday morning services. We also have had healing services 
periodically in the early evening. The healing services were conducted with the participation of the 
pastoral healing team.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
SOCIAL EVENTS 
 
Over the years we have held very successful social events this all started off when money was 
needed to be raised to help with the refurbishment of the church. Pre COVID, we used to hold a 
Tuesday Lunch club which raised an enormous amount of money, unfortunately this hasn’t been 
picked back up however we have talked about doing something similar by providing a soup and roll   
to try and encourage students from the neighbouring high school to join us for lunch We are also 
hoping next year to commence monthly activity afternoons. This could include games afternoons, 
beetle drive, bingo and quizzes. We hold regular breakfast mornings which are always a popular 
event, Christmas Fairs and more recently a Summer Fair. We also celebrate special events such as 
the Queens Jubilee which included afternoon tea and live entertainment fun was had by all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



Consent has been given by the parents of the children in the photographs 



More photos of our church can be found below 
 
 
 
https://spaces.hightail.com/space/86cpGnixXm 
 
 
 
 
 
THE VICARAGE  
 
The Vicarage is 100 yards away from the church and is very spacious. The garden wraps around the 
house and in Spring different bird calls can be heard. It consists of a hallway, living room (which has 
patio doors), dining room, study, downstairs toilet and kitchen. Upstairs there are 3 decent sized 
bedrooms a bathroom with a shower and bath. There is also a driveway and garage. The amenities 
are both gas and electric a burglar alarm is also fitted. 
 
 

https://spaces.hightail.com/space/86cpGnixXm

