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An Introduction by the Bishop of Whitby 

 

Thank you for your interest in the post of parish priest for Easington 

and Liverton. 

As you will see from the profile, these small communities have ancient 

origins but (especially in the case of Liverton Mines) have experienced 

social and economic change in recent history. 

We hope that the priest who comes here will (like their predecessor, 

now retired) bring a steady pastoral presence, and will help the small congregations to regain their 

confidence and grow. 

We offer the support and companionship particularly of other clergy serving in other parishes in 

this coastland part of historic North Yorkshire. 

Because of the small population, the post is offered on a House for Duty basis.  We would consider 

candidates irrespective of age, subject to the normal procedures including those that apply 

specifically to clergy who have reached the normal age for retirement. 

I hope that you will be in a position to consider seriously whether you may be called to be our 

priest in these villages. 

 

 

The Right Reverend Paul Ferguson, Bishop of Whitby 

 

 

The post is subject to a satisfactory enhanced DBS disclosure, episcopal reference, and eligibility to 

work in the UK. 
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 Welcome to the churches of Easington, Liverton and Liverton Mines 

The Benefice of Easington with Liverton is comprised of three churches in two Parishes.  Each 

Parish has a diverse and unique congregation.  All Saints Church, in Easington, serves one 

Parish, St. Hilda’s Church in Liverton Mines and St. Michael’s Church in Liverton form the second 

Parish in the Benefice.  We are overseen by the Archbishop of York and the Bishop of Whitby.  

We are located in part of a rural community located in the North-East of England, close to the 

North Sea coast, on the edge of the North York Moors, in Redcar and Cleveland. 

We are proud to support the ‘Living Christ’s Story’ initiative and the refreshed Diocesan Vision for 

the future.  We are committed to becoming more like Christ-like by reaching out to people who we 

currently don’t ‘touch’.  We want to grow the Parish Churches and support other people less 

fortunate than ourselves in other communities when we can.  We are making strides towards 

transforming our finances and our structures.  We need someone to support these ambitions in 

positive and constructive ways.  

We have active and engaged 

parishioners who work hard to 

bring Living Christ’s Story to 

life.  Our Benefice needs 

someone with vitality and 

enthusiasm for sharing 

ministry within our village 

communities and in the local 

townships.  Someone with a 

passion for bringing people 

together, who can lead and 

influence people of all ages, 

and someone who can help 

us grow together as a group, 

and outwardly, as a 

community, would be ideal.  

There are excellent established foundations on which to build and grow, and a number of exciting 

opportunities.  As the new Incumbent, you will have the chance to work with some experienced 

churchwardens, new and established PCC members, as well as some very experienced 

parishioners. 

If you feel that you can help to strengthen God’s presence in our community and can make a 

difference in our Benefice as a whole, please get in touch. 

  

Sunrise in Easington Parish © V.Rushin-Chape 
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Where are we? 

Liverton Mines and Liverton are within close proximity of each other, on the Liverton Road 

(B1366), whilst Easington is situated to the North East of the Benefice on the A174.  All three 

villages are close to the coastline and are within easy reach of Teesside, Whitby, and the North 

Yorkshire Moors. 

 

The area is home to ancient woodlands and heather moors and boasts numerous coastal sites of 

ecological, geological and historical significance.  Boulby Cliff was once the home of the Saxon 

Princess and continues to be a site of active archaeological investigation and interest.  Liverton 

(as Leverton) was logged in the Doomsday Book. The area is popular with walkers and the nearby 

town of Loftus is a “Walkers are Welcome” town and there are a large number of local interest 

groups.  Our area is closely linked with the proud industrial heritage of Teesside, James Cook, the 

explorer, and now potash and polyanhydride mining.  Government funding is being used to refresh 

Loftus High Street and Lottery Heritage funding is being used to bring ironstone mining back to life 

at Skinningrove Museum.  So, generally, there is buzz in the local community.  

There is some very fascinating history surrounding two of the church buildings as places of 

worship. 

All Saints Church, Easington 

All Saints Church is a Grade 2 listed, Gothic style building. It is situated at 

the top of the hill in Easington and, according to legend, St. Hilda of Whitby 

and St. Cuthbert of Lindisfarne met on a mound where the church now 

stands.  A church has been on this site since Saxon times, the church 

contains a well-preserved Norman arch.  The bell tower houses a quarter 

striking clock and an 8 bell Carillion.  Much of the loose furniture was crafted 

by the Mousie Thompson, the Mouseman of Kilburn.  The church is in good 

repair both inside and out. The organ has recently been refurbished and we 

are currently raising funds to refurbish the bells. The church itself is 

surrounded by a well-maintained, open churchyard, which overlooks the old 

Rectory and the village hall.  The Church draws a regular congregation of 

around 20 people. 

Mouseman carving, © 

V.Rushin-Chape 
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St. Michael’s, Liverton 

Services have been held at St. Michael’s since the 12th 

century. The Church was built by Henry FitzConan as a 

small chapel linked with Easington.  Beside the altar, there 

is an early 14th century grave slab of Henry FitzConan, 

who died in 1316, who owned the Manor of Liverton. 
[Source: Petch, J; Cleveland Village Life Through the Ages, page 54] 

 

This Grade 2 starred listed Church was largely rebuilt in 

the 18th century.  A porch was added in 1902/3.  The 

Chancel Arch and font are Norman and there are five 

Grade 2 listed gravestones in the open churchyard, which 

surrounds the building.  There is a bell tower. Two 

mediaeval bells are displayed within the Church.  The 

church is in good repair externally having had a £45,000 

refreshment of the external stonework, roof and bell tower 

in 2019/20.  A recent legacy provides money for the repair 

and maintenance of this building.  

 

  

St. Hilda’s Church, Liverton Mines 

St. Hilda’s Church was constructed in the 1930s as 

a temporary building, which included a bell tower.  

This church building is currently closed, however 

plans and approvals have been developed and 

agreed to replace the Church building.  Liverton  

PCC have been working with our Architect, Jamie 

Holden Director at Studio Tamacoco, to develop 

designs for a new church building with community 

facilities. Planning permission has been secured and 

we look forward to the next phase: obtainint 

permission from the Misison and Pastorasl Committee; fund-raising, constructing and equipping 

the building for worship and other activities. The money for this Project will need substantial grant 

funding.  Currently, church activities are undertaken in Liverton Mines Village Hall.    

Our Strengths 

As a Benefice, we are an open-minded, adaptable and welcoming, with a diverse set of skills and 

experiences.  There are many willing volunteers who actively encourage others to become  

involved in church-led activities, which include fund-raising. 

We have well established methods for outreach within the community, including: 

 A Benefice website 

 A supportive visiting scheme for elderly neighbours 

St. Michael’s Norman Arch  © M Benson       
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 In Liverton, a periodic, A5 sized, paper publication, entitled ‘News from the Pews’, is 

circulated to all 50 households and farms/businesses in the Parish. 

 In Liverton Mines, the post of a 0.6FTE Youth and Family Worker is fully funded by 
Grants, as it has been for the last 10 years. The current youth and adult activities 
cater for multiple Youth Groups, Groups for the Elderly and Support Groups for 
Families, all of which are provided free of charge in this area deprivation, isolation 
and loneliness. 

 Regular social activities are held in a church, in a village hall, or in a local Inn. 

 Christmas traditions include village/pub carol singing and concerts in church 

buildings. 

We have a stunning inspirational location with easy access to beaches, moorland and open 

countryside.  The location is enhanced with ‘big skies’, which provide superb settings for sunrises, 

sunsets and star gazing.  

Our photos show some of our activities in a busy Benefice. 
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Opportunities & Challenges 

Our communities, which include pockets of deprivation, have limited access to public transport.  

We want to develop ways of flourishing in our mission by engaging more people in church-led 

activities, which could help in brightening lives and futures in our area.  Each village is served by a 

local Inn, with which we already have some links.  We feel there could be opportunities to further 

develop these relationships to provide access to warm, welcoming, social venues. 

The country roads between the villages may act as a barrier to prevent some people from 

attending church, or other Christian focused events, in the Benefice as a whole.  Restricted 

mobility is impacting on some people’s access to events too.  Technology, including the live 

streaming of services, has not provided ‘the answer’ to church attendance, because some people 

are not ‘on-line’.  There may be ways to use existing social hubs to help make it easier to access 

worship with others in the future.   

Before COVID-19, Liverton Mines Youth and Family Work had a significant impact on the lives of 

the children, their families and the wider community.  These links are being actively re-established.   

When the Youth Club was held in St. Hilda’s church, for many of the children, and their families, 

this was their first experience of ‘church’, hence the plans to ‘re-build’ the church as a community 

building.  The main benefit of the new church building is the provision of a modern, accessible 

venue which will help to bring people of the Benefice together as a whole. 

Easington village is divided by a main road (A174) to Whitby and Teesside.   There is an 

opportunity to look at ways of engaging every household in the village thus ensuring that everyone 

feels valued and welcomed in any of the parish churches and at their events.  

Two of our churches have great historical background which could afford exciting opportunities for 

reaching out to others through common interest and community-led projects relating to ecology, 

the environment, history, conservation, and discovery.  We need someone to walk beside us along 

these paths. 

 

Our Vision 

We strive and pray for: 

 Strength and inspiration to become a fully inclusive Benefice, with a downward shift in the 

average age of participants in church-led activities, including worship 

 Three communities spending more time together and having the means of travelling 

between each church or event location 

 Increased visits and community activities for vulnerable and lonely people 

 Access to coherent communication about what’s going on 

 Improved church-led events which share the Christian message, such carol singing 

 A vibrant, enthusiastic, Christ-like Benefice. 
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Church Worship 

We support the ordination of women priests and would welcome any gender of applicant for the 

post. 

Services are shared between the churches with a monthly rotation.  Services are based on 

Common Worship with seasonal variations and regularly involve lay members of the churches.  

During the interregnum, the services are shown on Table 1. 

Day/Week Service  Location 

Sunday (week 1) 
 

Holy Communion 
 
 

9am   St. Michael’s, Liverton 
 
 

Sunday (week 2) 
 
 

Holy Communion 
 
 
Morning Prayer 

9am  All Saints, Easington 
10.45am St. Hilda’s, Liverton Mines 
 
 

Sunday (weeks 3 & 5) 
 

No service currently  

Day/Week Service  Location 

Sunday (week 4) 
 
 

Lay Led Service 
Lay Led Service 
 
 

9am  All Saints, Easington 
10.45am St. Hilda’s, Liverton Mines 
 
 

Weekdays Morning Prayer On-line 
 

Table 1:  Current Benefice Services 

 

Special Services 

Additional services are held throughout the year, including a Christingle Service at St. Hilda’s, a 

Christmas crib service at All Saints and St. Michael’s, and a midnight mass at All Saints.  The 

churches take it in turns to hold a combined Benefice communion service on Christmas Day.  We 

also hold a Harvest Service, annual Remembrance and All Souls’ services. 

 

Education 

There is good provision for education in the area.  Primary school children usually attend Handale 

or Hummersea Primary schools in Loftus.  Some parents send their children to St. Joseph’s, the 

Catholic school in Loftus, and Liverton families tend to take their younger children to the C of E 

School at Danby.  Redcar and Cleveland Borough Council provide transport for all pupils travelling 

from Easington to Loftus. 

 

Kiltonthorpe Academy is based in Brotton.  This School caters for children who have moderate, 

severe, or profound learning difficulties.  St. Peter’s Church of England Primary School is also 

located in Brotton.   
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Freeborough Academy in Brotton, Laurence Jackson in Guisborough, and Huntcliff School in 

Saltburn-by-the-Sea offer excellent educational opportunities for 11-16 year olds and are within 

easy reach of the Benefice.  An out-reach facility, from Eton College, will open soon in 

Middlesbrough. 

 

For Key Stage 5 education, students can attend Prior Pursglove in Guisborough, or Whitby Sixth 

Form College, or Redcar and Cleveland or Middlesbrough College for Level 3 study and learning. 

 

University education is provided by Teesside University, Middlesbrough.  Outreach facilities from 

Durham, Sunderland and Newcastle Universities can be provided in local colleges of further 

education.  An outreach of Coventry University is provided in Scarborough. 

 

Parish Finances 

Parish income is derived from a variety of sources including regular gift aid contributions and open 

plate donations.  PCC members actively seek grant income for both restricted and designated 

funds for specific programmes including the youth and adult work at Liverton Mines.  The 

restoration of St. Michael’s exterior was recently undertaken in this way.  Our churches 

supplement income through local fundraising events such as coffee mornings, fruit teas, concerts, 

village carol singing, and summer and Christmas fayres.  The Churches also raise money for other 

charities through these events.   

All Saints PCC operate a number of designated and restricted funds, such as a choir robe and 

music fund, a churchyard fund and a fabric fund.  These funds include money which has been 

bequeathed over the years, as well as grant funding.  Finances at All Saints are healthy enough to 

pay regular outgoings.  St. Michael’s operates restricted funds to maintain the upkeep of the 

churchyard and building.  St. Hilda’s also operates a restricted fund for the fabric of the old 

building, a stained-glass window fund for the new build, and its Youth and Adult Work.  Grant 

funding bids will need to be developed for the ‘new build’. 

 

Transport 

Bus services are provided by Arriva.  There are regular buses connecting Easington with Whitby 

and Middlesbrough. There is a TeesFlex bus service to Guisborough to any other local area, as 

dial up and ‘pay as you go’ service.  Trains travel from Saltburn-by-the-Sea (8mls. From 

Easington) to Darlington, the main line railway station, and from Danby to Whitby and 

Middlesbrough.  Teesside International airport is developing new routes annually.   

Accommodation 

The ‘House for Duty’ is a modern, three bedroomed, double glazed house, with garage, located on 

Grinkle Lane, Easington.  The house has mains gas and water/sewerage and has an EPC energy 

rating D. – all to be checked. 
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‘Our Church exists to continue the work of Jesus through our prayers, fellowship and love’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for reading our Parish Profile 

 

If you would like to have an informal conversation about this post, please contact  

 

The Bishop of Whitby, the Rt. Revd. Paul Ferguson | bishopofwhitby@yorkdiocese.org | 

01642 593273  

 

The Archdeacon of Cleveland, the Venerable Dr. Amanda Bloor | adcl@yorkdiocese.org | 

01642 706095. 

 

The Benefice is currently suspended.  Consideration will be given to the lifting of the suspension in 
due course with the aspiration that the Priest-in-Charge may be appointed as House-for-Duty 
Incumbent. 
 
 

 

mailto:bishopofwhitby@yorkdiocese.org
mailto:adcl@yorkdiocese.org

